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Federal, transport dept

N EL ft?h,al™aecoi>ntablt «ircr«»- alis«gptarn®«y

[JNCGAIrdjeT 2B,tVINIE8 -LfISp Hps'-SOmileS oFPMiart'i-
—Ckdrterec/ DC3 Pgsswger Plane-

— ‘Last recorded message ;WW<; can .seethe lights of MiaZini now/.
All's Weil-U/illstand by for fonaing ihsfrwioriS-..... they never
g rrliZedat Miami and in fact to this ofga nothing hgs been -fauna
to jugaest that the aircraft crashed?it simply flew off thiS

p/gner sc? to SpegJC.Incred ible f fes ~t of the facts are
True.

—SPECIAL ITEM—

Date-December Sth-IIfcS. AR
Missing gircr«Ft'-5 T8 M Avenger Torpedo bombersYFllghtlg
Last Knot** pcs--ZZ 5mi lks NHE& ftrt Lauderdale,Floric/q.  f
Last reoor”eH rtiessqge™ “Danger,do not attempt to foflou;.
FirstHinto f trouble *o ««tw JecArfaf/igtt t****” comm.— -
Lf.Tailor- ( Flight Leader): Call ing tow/er-7his is an emergency.

e se«mto he off course-We connot”e™ land™Repeat-\We cannot
see land-

Thwer.'—U/hot is your position

Lf* Taylor-\Ale are not.sure of our position-\\e cannot he sore.
war* we are........ Wk Stemto he lost

Tower:—Assume bearing Joe West

Lf. Taylor- : We o]jai+ Know Which Way is west ~UeryHimy |s wrong—

Stranae\A/e can't he sure of any direction— -even the ocean
doesn’t looK as it should.

Pate:DeconUYV Stii-rthS -
MiSSingqircrqgft-Mart in Mariner
LgSt Known DOS* : A5 milesAi.C-FortUuderdale,Plorida-
fescue mission for Flight I11.
The Departmentofthe Aaw/g issuedthe following statement:
'‘Evidence concerning the loss of 5 Avenger hombers”™nd
g subsequent rescue mission on December 5th /745 is
insufficient To determine exactly whatdid happen*

1 Will now/ attempt to explain togou why the _

d isappearances occurred and hoWthey Correlate with
the rnusterious disappeanance of Frederic* V«/enticb -over
the Bass Strait-Uofortunately | fear that he will neuer be
found but he is still glive but more than |i Kdut no longer on
this planet-This > nota cranK theory----as / will exp/ain
on the following page-
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Ilhe plain fact is thgqt UFOS c]o existgnd the fact
that they are sighted so much ats«q is because they
uti Ijse rhe cl*ctdca] potential ofs-ea waier-'/es much in
+he Same WayaS uve have our hydro-electric powerj>knt$
they have a highly-advanced Technique in recharging their
generators. Because of this they create g serf of force fvefd
in IAMMWidhthe attraction between molecules would be tn?Mnelovs.
Such areas could be classified as a time vortex. Anyone
enteringsuch an area dvringthis time would find if
(difficult fo apprehend and if is lively that their radio
contactWould be short- lived, n short—incredible g$itsounds—
they are "transported into another dinension./sJo trace of
the craft or ) ts occupants Would be found unless ituJaS
only a part Vortex and then they wou/d only experience q
time loss.
Don't worru about this information being confidential- It
Is time tine public was given the straight fgcts-Do they thinJC
~we belieVe those rid*cu/ous reasons given when a plane
'‘Vanis«es"wi+houf trace. Flying upside down ?-Oh comecA now-
\Ajhoare we Kidding—these are the facts iSevere magnetic,
forces do exist created by these UfoS andthey are responsible
for the disappearance of notjust (O0s but joooV of craft—
including mi litaryand navaf-
We caO'tao around ignoring it anymore —.somefliiog
definitely exists jo theSe"force-field"areqS*
The list or missing aircraft unaccounted for over the,
years reads I/Ke an encyclopedia and remember no wec/Cygg
Survivors or oi) slices Were ever Found.

— -unconfirmed confidential report
In mid-October* (943 the U-S /sfavy allegedly conducted a
series of tests in various Jocations-Informed sources
Say they experimented with magnetic force Fitlds ctnJ
cicfvallg caused a destrojerand its cera/ to vanish
mtemporari IgTeSffbra time both tbesbipand its enfirecreu/
were in another dimenSion-This has been called—"*The
Philadelphia Experiment 'bnd it proves the point-that
if the magnetic force is pou/erfuv enough it can change
molecular structure to luchan extentthat if no longer
exists in this dimension.

Keportsaiven from craftcaughtup inunusual conditions
Usually indicate thatthe occupantsare disorientated
forthis reason they are usually tossed aside as nonsense-
This 1s notthe case-mostpeople would pgnic-gnd
have difficulty explaining fully ulhat inthe first’
instcince they could not Onderstand logically.

The disappearance of fredtricKkVa/enfich is a ¢/*55/¢
case and he willjoin the evergrowing listofmysterious
NWortex"cases.



"frg and qnswer the f©]]otuing .

[ What IS time?
when did it begin «
3- When will it end ?
W  Where cjid space begin =
S. Where does itend y
Puiiling isn't it*
| give goo finally the true storg ey Caoigo Cosc/o —June 7d»,
igblf. At about the"time she shov/d have reached Srand Ti/rK
Island in her CeSSnq [*72;airport personnel could See a Cessna /70.
circling the islanc”covld hear the pilof)G*rolgn Coscio talking
to her passenger Richard Rosen but Coo/c/notmate radio contact
from the towerThe pilotsaidthe island wc& not Grand Turfc because
$he couw/d see nothing doum there.Then the unusual question— -
'Ms there no wag out of this?
A nlow the burning question:| FCarolgn Coscio crashed *Where is
the wreckage etc*etc. If airport personel on the island eovMsee
her plane and heqgr her conversation whg cwfdn*f C«aroh ] OCoScio see
the tower- Pundits expound the theory that if she had in factentered
a tbrme'Vorte*she was>in factdooKing at the island— but ata period
INn time before the airport was built-MaKesgou situpqgnd

th'mK doesn’t7f. 1 nope these facts help gour ingyirg ifgou are
prepared to digest them tull™*

~oors sincerely

tfffMM' tfocU&W .
'7 OodenySirm'™
WecumloaujU,
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Bendigo, Vic.

UFO TOOK

UR

BOY

PILOT'S
PARENTS

MELBOURNE (AUP) — The parents of a young pilot
whose plane vanished over Bass Strait at the weekend
believe he could have been taken by UFO.

A full air and sea search between King Island and the
Victorian coast yesterday failed to find any trace of the miss-

ing plane.

The single engined Cessna 182’$ radio cut out at 7.12 pm on
Saturday, seconds after the pilot told air traffic controllers that a largo
object hovering above him was "not an aircraft.”

Four minutes earlier the pilot,

Mr Frederick Valentich, 20, radioed
that the craft was flying towards
him and "seems to be playing some
sort of game, flying at a speed |
cannot estimate.”

Mr Valentich then said: “It's not
an aircraft, its . . .” before his radio
transmission broke briefly.

When asked by air traffic con-
trollers to describe the object he said
it was "a long shape with a sort of
metallic light on the outside,”

_ He was told there were no planes
in the area.

. Mr Valentich: “The engine Is rough
idling and coughing.

"1I'm proceeding to King Island.
Unknown aircraft is hovering on top
of me. It is not an aircraft.

After the Melbourne flight service
had acknowledged that call there
was a long metallic noise on the
radio and nothing more was heard
from the plane.

Mr Valentlch’'s parents said last
night their son, the eldest of four
children, had planned to fly to
King Island and bring back ~some
crayfish later on Saturday night.

They did not believe a theory ad-

vanced yesterda?/ that Frederick "may
have accidentally turned the plane
upside down or Into a steep bank
Stzla(r becoming disorientated In the
ark.

Mr Guido Valentich said he believ-
ed the Department of Transport was

“tryn? to cover up so people won't
get” alarmed.”

A Deﬁartment spokesman said last
night that if the plane had “invert-
ed' the pilot could have seen light
from the Cape Otway and King ls-
land light houses reflected on cloud
patches above him.

The spokesman said conditions in
the area when the plane vanished
about 4500 ft were perfect and he

should have had almost unlimited
vision.
An RAAF plane searching the

area yesterday spotted an oil slick
on the water and dropped a buoy
to mark the spot.
The searchers will collect a sample
today to see If It is aviation fuel.
Another single engine plane dis-

appeared without ~trace in Bass
Strait on December 24, 1969.
The Fuji plane crashed into the

sea 8 km off Cape Otway on a flight
from King Island, and” no trace of
thedpilot or the plane was ever
ound.

The Department of Transport
spokesman said the plane was carry-
ing life jackets and a _high fre-
quency survival beacon which was de-
_si(%ned to operate if the plane crashed
into the water,

* A twin-engined aircraft with
11 people aboard has been ditched
in the sea off Guadalcanal, in the

Solomon Islands.

There has been no word of the fate
of either the pilot or his 10 pas-
sengers.



land Association for the
Science, says the proble:
world’s starving will beco
the next two decades.

In these conditions,
tion In relation to her potential agricul-
tural productivity will not pass unnoticed
by hungry peoples as the problems asso-
ciated with their further population growth
intensify, he said.

In terser words, that means that we
will not be permitted to sit around forever
in this lovely but largely empty land,

Mother
nature

smiles
on

Bendigo

< Where is best to
absorb the sun on
days like there were
at the weekend?

Christine Tuner, 18,
(pictured) and Leonne

Cahill, 20, decided
Lake Weeroona was
the best.

But others may
have argued that the
Bendigo Racecourse
was a more relaxing
place, or a trip to
Echuca for the Rich
River Festival.

Or for other people
< it was a trip to an-

nual a g ricultural
shows at Mary-
borough and Charl-
ton.

With the warm
weather expected to
continue people are
sure to keep on en-
joying it . . .

present consumption
sive risk to its agricult

In the long run, i
to Australia’s farmers,
mered in recent years
many of them have
wondering whether ti
while.
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ELBOURNE —

The parents of a young

pilot whose plane vanished over Bass
Strait at the weekend believe he could have

been taken by a UFO

A full air and sea search between King Island
and the Victorian coast yesterday failed to find any

trace of the missing plane.

The single-engined Ces-
sna 182 radio cut out at
7.12 p.m. Saturday, seconds
after the pilot told air
traffic controllers that
large object hovering above
him was “not an aircraft.”

Four minutes earlier, the
pilot, Mr Frederick Valen
tiih radioed that the
craft was flying towards
him and “seems to be play-
ing some sort of game, fly-
ing at a speed cannot
estimate,

Mr Valentich then said,
"it's not an aircraft its

transmission broke brief

When asked by air traf-
fic controllers to describe
the object he said it was
a long shape with a sort
of metallic light the
outside

He was told there were

no planes in the area
Mr Valentich The
engine is rough idling and
coughing.
Hovering
I'm proceeding to King
Island. Unknown aircraft

is hovering on top of me.
It is not an aircraft.

After Melbourne
flight service had acknow-
ledged that call, there was
a long metallic noise on the
radio :nd  nothing more
was heard from the plane.

Mr Valentich’s
said last night that

eldest four
children, had nlanned to
fly to King Island and
bring back  some cray-
fish |ater on Saturday
nig

They did not believe
theory advanced yesterday
that Frederick may have
accidently turned the plane
upside down or into a
bank after becoming
oriented in the dark

I Of Transport'

to cover up so people won't
get alarmed.

A department spokesman
said last night that if the
ﬂlana had inverted the
pilot could have seen light
from the Cape Otway and
King Island light houses

cloud patches
above him.

single engine
plane disappeared without
trace in Bass Strait on De-
cember 24 1969
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HUGE GRA T FO

CUNRAYSIA Community College took a step closer

A % reality yeslerday with the approval cf Work
$200,000 being given for the preparation of de-

signs for the first stage of the college

- -
The apprayg was welcgme news for thecol- th 2
Jtand advice for: lege interim steering committee which has been WI In
may have a hear working toward this goal since 1974.
use hearing aids Mr Peter Fisher. MUR f
: f r Peter Fisher, or
O Quality aids Mailer, said yesterday that nNO
the college would be a focus
for post-secondary education
in North West Victoria and
large  section New Col
Sou'h Wales, inc
He said the approval
given yesterday for the pre-
paration of designs virtual
meant that the Federal
Government had committed
itself to the college

Open 1982

If the designs are in by
early next year construe
tion could begin 8
with an envisaged opening
in 1982 Mr Fisher said
The college will cost an
wTY. LTD estimated $4.5 million
Mr Fisher said it was an.

harmacy sicipated  that central

building would provide class-

Milemra rooms, library and resource
centres that would Serve
existing facilities othei
Sunraysia schools.

t now for In the proposed 1919 pro-
gram the Federal Govern-

vember.

ment has allocated $66,5
million for Technical il
Further Education (TAFE)

expenditure. glljrc(
Mayor Mildura,

Kaye Gambetta, who is a
ember the interim

eering committee, was de
riited with the news yes-
rday.

IERSI

L'nt
lan

25.

col:
mu

em
bill.
fac

pea
tho,

“VE AIR
OIATE



PLANE

It's coming for
me right now'

MELBOURNE (A.A.P.)

The department's public
relations officer, Mr Ken
Williams, said the pilot
radioed air traffic con-
trollers at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday and reported an
aircraft flying below him
at about 4500 feet.

Mr Williams said the
controllers told the pilot
there were no other

planes in the area.

He said the pilot then
asked control to check if
it could be an Air Force
plane, considering the
speed it was travelling.

The controllers reported
no other aircraft, including
Air Force planes, in the
area.

The pilot then told con-
trollers the object was
long and metallic, with
four bright lights on the
top, and appeared to be
playing with his Cessna.

The pilot's last com-
munication with ground
control was that he was
having trouble with one
engine after the object
had hovered over him for
some time but he was

— A pilot missing in Bass Strait reported
being buzzed by an unldentlfled object for a quarter of an hour before los-
ing radio contact with Melbourne air traffic controllers, a Department of
Transport spokesman said yesterday.

heading towards King
Island.

Mr Williams said the
department believed it

was possible the pilot was
disoriented and was flying
his plane upside down
during the conversation
with ground control.

It was possible the pilot

was seeing the lights of
the Cape Otway light-
house and that of King

(Est. 1904) Phona: 67-5133

Aust. Press Cuttings Agency

Melbourne. Victoria

From
"CHRONICLE"
Toowoomba, Qld.

23 OCT 1978

IS MISSING

AFTER
F.O

REPORT

Island as he was flying

inverted in the early
evening.

He said an R.AA.F.
Orion search aircraft

spotted an oil slick in the
area where the light plane
was believed to have gone

down.
The missing pilot Is
Frederick  Valentich of

Avondale Heights, a Mel-

bourne suburb.

Sequence of events

Following is a transcript of exchanges between air controllers in Melbourne
and pilot Frederick Valentich shortly before his Cessna disappeared.

At the time of his

Valentich was headed for

south-west of Melbourne.

At 1900 hours Saturday the aircraft

disappearance
King Island

At 1909 the aircraft again called up
and said, “It's not an aircraft it's . .
“and there was a temporary break in
transmission.

reported over Cape Otway (south-west of
Melbourne) that he was proceeding to
King Island.

At 1906 the aircraft asked Melbourne
flight service if there was any known
traffic in the area below 5000 ft. Flight
service replied no known traffic in your
area. The pilot then called up and said
there seemed to be a large aircraft below
5000 ft. Flight service requested the type
of aircraft and the pilot replied: **1 can-
not confirm. It has four bright lights
that appear to be landing lights. The
aircraft has passed over me about 1000
ft above.™

Flight service then queried him: “Is it
a large aircraft?” The pilot responded in
the affirmative — "and at the speed it's
travelling are there any R.A.A.F. aircraft
in the vicinity?” Flight service negatived
that reply.

At 1908 the pilot again called up and
said: “It's approaching from due east
towards me. It seems to me to be play-
ing some sort of game. It's flying at a
speed | cannot estimate.”

Flight service then queried his alti-
tude and the pilot replied 1500 ft. Flight
service then asked him: "Can you con-
firm you can’'t identify aircraft?” And
the pilot replied "affirmative.”

Might service again called him up and
said: "Can you describe the aircraft?”
The pilot replied: “It is flying past, it Is
a long shape. | cannot identify more
than that. It's coming for me right
now.”

At 1910 flight service asked him how
large it was and the pilot replied: “It
seems to be stationary. I'm orbiting and
the thing is orbiting on top of me also.
It has a green light and a sort of
metalUc light on the outside.”

A few. seconds later the pilot told
flight service that the object had van-
ished. Flight service then asked him to

confirm that the object had vanished.
The pilot confirmed that. And then
asked: “Do you know what type of air-
craft Ive got. Is it military?” Flight
service responded no known military
traffic in the area.

At 1912 the pilot told flight service
his engine was rough idling and was
coughing. Might service then asked him
his intentions. The pilot replied that he

was proceeding to King Island and
added: “Unknown aircraft hovering on
top of me.” Flight service then acknow-

ledged that call and then there came a
long metallic noise over the radio and
communication with the aircraft was
lost.
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CHILDREN'S oo

WEAR The relative.* and friends
\l}/lvrs I>a\wnd aétlwell, MShaand
arren an en, Mr an
SUPERSIZE Mrs dAIbeR}I E(aslstwell dd(H
ceased), r nn ‘de-
FASHIONS (I:Eeas{ed}" al dd Mfrys | Dulc’:Ae
astwell an aml r
SIZES 18-28 Lionel (deceased) y Mrs
Peg twell and famlgl
Mr Clem and Mrs Joyce de-

ceased) Baatwell and” family,
Mr Doug ar.d Mrs Jean ide-
asker, Mr and Mrs
anker and family are
respectfully advised that the
funeral of her beloved hus-
and, their father, son, son
m law. brothei, brother-in-i,
law and _uncle GEOFF REY

28 DUGGAN STREET
(Opp. <|ty Library)
PHONE 38 1023

<Hi

RIAN EASTW i -
OPTOMETRISTS binte<l to leave St Andre\?vps
hurcl of = Englan Lut-
THE OPTICAL wycbe Road. Lutx , TO-

vyche
ROW (Tuesday) for the
Pinaroo Lawn Resting' Place

}_DUSEOF on conclusion _of “service
commencing at 3 p.m

METROPOLITAN FUNERALS

CHAS, SANKEY /il &
FRASER alley an t ravatt,

(07) 52 A6
JBMKINSTRY FBOA (HONS) HAMPSON, Cecil Edmund, for-
AJ. SOVERVILICLQQ

merly of Stuart. Street, Too-
woomba.
Fl. ROBLR1S A.Q.I.T. (OPIOM.)

Tlie relatives and friends of

455 RUTHVEN STREET. Miss VIOIGet dHamp?gn (Br(ljs)-
ane), ordon ecease

TOOWOOMBA Rea ‘(deceased). Mr and M
P-0. BOX 199 PHONE 323168 Hampson. Mr and Mrs
ice :—Iam son and Ml;japu
rs lan Hampson and fam-

RADFORD & SIEBUrfR irl‘es. f are Ilnw}t'eadh to gtterid
the funeral of their dear

Flowers for loved " Brother. “uncle - ant

sad occasions reJat—uncIe CECIL ED-

ND HAMPSON whlch is

Flowers for gpomted to  leavs Si

glad occasions Theresa's__ Church, Jellleoe
Street, Toowoomba, after

Bridal Bouquets. prayers__commencing 1043
Delivery Service. a.m. TOMORROW ~ (Tues-

O )

BRISBANE

(AAP). —

NG
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The State Government

would meet the Waterside Workers Federation head-

on over the live cattle export issue, the Premier,

Mr

Bjelke-Petersen said yesterday.

He said if the wharfies
refused to load cattle then
"the job would be done for
them".

By this he meant grazi-
ers were willing to do the
job.

The Premier was reply-
ing to a report that the
waterside workers would
only paralyse Bris-
bane, but wharves
throughout Australia ;f
Mi- Bjelke-Petersen
brought in strike-breakers.

Last Tuesday, 45
demonstrators were ar-
rested after a violent
clash between police and
unionists at  Hamilton.
Brisbane.

The men. mainly meat-
workers. were protesting

FUNERAL NOTICES

William. 2C
Toowoomba.

LAMB, Herbert
James street.

The relallvei and fnends of

Road St Lucia, Brlsbane Mr
and_ Mrs_ W. nghtbody and
famlr_y Ooorparoo. Brisbane,

fed Lamb. Toowoomba,
are respectfull¥ adwsed that
he ful beloved
falher their brothe'f' Ebrother—

ven Street. South Tins DAY
iMonday).

Graveside _Service to
mence at 245 p.m.

S. _BURSTOW FUNERALS
PTY LTD. AF
Funeral

com-
Dlréctors

The relatives and friends of
Mr and Mrs C. J. Thiemann
and families are respectfully
invited to attend the funeral
of their dearly loved son.
brcther brother-in-law and
PETER. THTEMANN.
WhICh is appointed to leave
the Ohurch' of Christ, Mar-
garet Street, Toowoomba
after service commenclng at
a.m. TOMORROW (TuUes-
day) for the Drayton and
Toowoomba Lawn "Cemetery.

vin
FUNERALS®
Funeral Directors

H. J. RICHARDS & SONS
Member Interflora
orld-wu:iei2
FLORAL
TRIBUTES
FOR ALL
OCCASIONS
Hospital and
presentatlun
ements
aret St

an
Mar oowoomba
3700. A H

Phono

against the export of live

cattle to Japan.
Waterside workers stop-

ped work for four hours

as a protest at police
interference with the
pickets.

Mr Bjelke Petersen said
no union would dictate to
the elected Government of
Queensland what the
State’s export policies
would be.

"Successive weak-kneed
Federal and Stale Gov-
ernments have allowed
the Waterside Workers
Federation and other
militant unions to regard
the nation's goods and
services as their personal
property to turn off and

on at will for too long”,
he said.

'Wharfies are not need-
ed to load and unload

cattle at railway stations,
saleyards or abattoirs, so
they are not needed at
the wharves either.

"If the wharfies do their
jobs, for which they are
highly paid, there will be
no worries.

“However, if graziers
have to load cattle in-
stead. the job would get
done in hair the time".

Cuba joins
space race

MIAMI (A.A.P.-A.F.P.L
— A Cuban cosmonaut
will soon take part in a
space flight rrom the
Soviet  Union, Havana
radio said on Saturday.

The flight will be one of
the Cosmos series, in
which nine other com-
munist countries are tak-
ing part.

Cuba will be the first
Latin American country
to have a man In space.

Greenvale can be

saved

BRISBANE (AAP). —

Queensland treasurer,

KNnox

Mr

Knox said yesterday he was confident that the $300
million Greenvale nickel project in north Queensland,
along with the 4000 jobs involved, could be saved.

Speaking from the Bel-
gian capital of Brussels
late yesterday. Mr Knox
said his confidence in the
project's future followed
talks he has held with
Japanese trade and busi-
ness officials.

He said he was happy
with the outcome of talks
on the Greenvale project
with the Japanese Min-
istry  for Intel-national
Trade and industry.

“As a result, the Japan-
ese parties are now meet-
ing and they are aware
that it's vital that they
quickly agree to the plan
to restructure loan agree-
ments for Greenvale”. Mr
Knox said.

“l want to see the plan
agreed to and then imple-

mented through legisla-
tion In the Queensland
Parliament before
Christmas”.

Mr Knox has met with
Greenvale lenders in
America and Europe

since the Japanese talks.

He will again meet with
the Japanese during the
first week in November,
and is expected back in
Brisbane on November 8

In addition
vale, Mr Knox also had
some good news about
finance for other Queens-
land projects.

In a statement issuet’
from Brussels, Mr Kno>
made the following points

* He was confident th>
Japanese lenders ant
Japanese Government wil
“"come to the party” o
plans to restructure fi
nance agreements fc
Greenvale,

Plane overdue

BRISBANE (A.AI\). —
A search was under way
in north Queensland last
night for a sea plane with
four people aboard, over-
due on a one-day trip
between Cairns and Cape
Melville.

Rones Florist
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Floral
Hospital Bridal

Free Funeral
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The Cessna aircraft le
Cairns early yesterdi
morning for a small islar
near Cape Melville. X
kilometres to the nort

A Transport Depar
ment official said la
night the plane did n
return as scheduled ye
terday, but there was i
evidence that it hi
crashed or was in distre.
The official said a twi.
engined Transport D
partment plane fro
Townsville was flyil
along the route last nig
to try and contact f
Cessna.

to Green-'

« Overseas bankers
want to 'inject finance
into the proposed cross

river road bridge or tunnel
in Brisbane.

= He has talks
with several bankers
about funds for work re-
lated to the Gladstone
power station and,

- He expects overseas
loans totalling $8 million
to be available for com-
pletion of the $24 million
railway electrification
program in Brisbane.

Mr Knox said the $8
million for the Brisbane
railway electrification
project would go towards
the cost of building
electric trains, the com-
pletion of the Merivale
Street Rail Bridge over
the Brisbane River, and
equipment for the
Ipswich-Ferny Grove line.

He said there also had
been tremendous overseas
interest in finance for the
Brisbane crossriver road
link and for work related
to the Gladstone Power
Station.

Nobody Und
HiJ

held

MR KNOX

Mr Knox said all these
projects mean security of
employment for thousands
of Queenslanders.

B.P. admits

LONDON (A. A. P-
A.F.P.).— The 51 per cent
State-owned company
British  Petroleum  <BP>
admitted on Saturday it
had continued to supply
oil indirectly to Rhodes:a



UFO report
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radioed again asking If
there was any known air
traffic In his area below
5000 ft.

There was not.

Mr Valentich: “There
seems to be a large
aircraft below 5000 ft.”

He was asked what
kind of aircraft

Mr Valentich: i
cannot confirm. It has
four bright lights, which
appear to be landing
lights. The aircraft has
just passed over me about
1000 ft. above.”

He was asked if he was
sure it was a large
aircraft.

Mr Valentich:
“ Affirmatve. At the
speed it was travelling,
are there any raaf
aircraft in the vicinity?”

He was told there were
no RAAF planes nearby.

‘A G*

7.08: Mr Valentich said:
“It is approaching from
due east toward me. It
seems to be playing some
sort of game. Flying at a
speed | cannot estimate.”

He said his altitude was
4500 ft and that he could
not identify the object.

7.09: Mr Valentich: “ It
is not an aircraft: It's . .

Radio contact was
broken briefly.

Mr Valentich was then
asked to describe the

object.
Mr Valentich: "It is
flying past, it is a long

shape. | cannot identify
more than that.
“It's coming
right now."
7.10: Mr Valentich: “It
seems to be stationary
I'm orbiting and the

ror me

thing is orbiting on tap of
me also. It has a green
light and a sort of
metallic light on the
outside.”

A few seconds later Mr
Valentich said the object
had vanished.

He then asked “What
type of aircraft have | got
— is It military?”

hovering

He was told there were
no military planes in the
area.

7.12: Mr Valentich:
*The engine Is rough
idling and coughing.” He
was asked what were his
Intentions.

Mr Vdlentich: “I'm
proceeding to King
Island. Unknown aircraft
is hovering on top of me.
It is not an aircraft.”

After the Melbourne
flight service had
acknowledged that call,
there was a long metallic
noise on the radio and
nothing more was heard
from the plane

(Eat 1Q04)
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MELBOURNE

(AUP). The parents of

a young pilot whose plane vanished over
Bass Strait at the weekend believe he could

have been taken by

A full
King Island and the
day failed to find an
plane.

The single engined
Cessna 182's radio cut out
at 7,12 pm on Saturday,
seconds after the pilot
told air traffic controllers
that a large object
hovering above him was
"not an aircraft.”

Four minutes earlier
the pilot, Frederick
Valentich, 20, radioed
that the craft was flying
toward him and “seems
to be playing some sort of
game, flying at a speed |
cannot estimate.”

Mr Valentich then said,

“It’s notan aircraft, it's .

radio
broke

." before his
transmission
briefly.

When asked by air
traffic controllers to

a UFO.

air and sea search between

Victorian coast yester-
y trace of the missing

describe the object he
said it was “a long shape
with a sort of metallic
light on the outside.”

NO PLANES

He was told there were
no planes in the area.

Mr Valentich said:
"The engine Is rough
idling and coughing.

"I'm proceeding to
King Island. Unknown
aircraft is hovering on top

of me. It is not an
aircraft.”
After the Melbourne

flight service had
acknoweldged that call,
there was a long metallic
noise on the radio and
nothing more was heard
from the plane.

pilot reported
a UFQ

Bass

Strait

mystery

Mr Valentich’'s parents
said last night that their
son. the eldest of four
children, had planned to
fly to King Island and
bring back some crayfish
later on Saturday night.

They did not believe a
theory advanced
yesterday that Frederick
may have accidentally
turned the plane upside
down or into a steep bank
after becoming
disoriented In the dark.

Mr Guido Valentich
said he believed the
Department of Transport
was "trying to cover up so

people won't get
alarmed.”
A Department

spokesman said last night
that if the plane had
"inverted” the pilot
could have seen light
from the Cape Otway and
King Island light houses
reflected on cloud
patches above him.

The spokesman said
conditions in the area
when the plane vanished
at about 4500 feet were
erfect and he should
ave had almost
unlimited vision.

An RAAF plane

searching the area
yesterday spotted an oil
slick on the water and
dropped a buoy to mark
the spot The searchers
will collect a sample
today to see if it Is
aviation fuel.

Another single engine
plane disappeared
without trace in Bass
Strait on December 24,
.9609.

The plane crashed into
he sea eight kilometres
iff Cape Otway in a flight
roni King Island and no
-race of the pilot or the
jlane was ever found.

TRANSMISSIONS

Department of
Transport spokesman Mr
Ken Williams said

yesterday Mr Valentich's
radio transmissions were:

7 pm: Mr Valentich
radioed the Melbourne;
flight service that he was
over Cape Otway and
heading for King Island.

7.06: Mr Valentich

e Continued P. 2.



motor car.

Mrs Delaland was still
In the Ballarat Base
Hospital last night. She Is
believed to have head and
Ie%ﬂinjuries.

r Delaland suffered
minor Injuries In the acci-
dent.

Police said that at one
stage a police car had pul-
led alongside the motor
cycle but It still attempted
to outrun them along the
highway and had gone

Mis

MELBOURNE

nOuUlUI-IIVO «T*

Friday night. .
The Police Accident
Appreciation Squad came

from Melbo-'-- ‘ttend

Saturday

dent. e ml- -
'Member! >ne

who saw the motor cycle
and police car between
Burrumbeet and the acci-
dent scene to contact
Senior Constable R.
Anderson at T.O0.G., Bal-
larat, or the squad’'s
Melbourne office.

Sing

(AUP). The parents of

a young pilot whose plane vanished over
Bass Strait at the weekend believe he could
have been taken by a UFO.

A full air and sea search between
King Island and the Victorian coast yester-
day failed to find any trace of the missing

plane.

,The single englnedldescribe the object he
issna 182’s radio cut out lsaid it was "a long shape

——————— r.
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e
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with a sort of metallic
light on the outside.”

NO PLANES

He was told there were
no planes In the area.

Mr Valentich said:
“The engine is rough
idling and coughing.

“1'm proceeding tc
King Island. Unknown
aircraft is hovering on top
of me. It Is not ar
aircraft.”

After the Melbourm
flight service hac
acknoweldged that call
there was a long metalli’
noise on the radio am
nothing more was hear*
from the plane.

ILY, EXPERT,
SERVICE — AND
E THE SAME ATTENTION

tCLENE



Ar e s tlm a ™~ "~ >0
ceremtmyWunder6'cloudy
Roman skies.

In single fle Itk {Z
cardinals cl]nlbed ~
steps to the Papa! throne
between the heavy grey
columns of the Basilica
and knelt down n front
of their new leader,
kissing his hands in
homage.

COMPOSED

jonn Paul Il looked
e«aim and composed. He
eeceived each cardinal
iZith an embrace,
mlasping their hands and
kissing each cardinal on
joth cheeks. X

One of the first_he
mibraced with visible
nnotion was the 71-year-
Jid primate of Poland,
Cardinal bteian

"hT~pe. ,-.0 speaks
ive  modern languages,
ielivered a homily in
Italian. He sa he had
iow become a R™"nan by
tssumling the title of
3ishop of Rome
Turning to the rowd,

be om~e
"h'Open Svide the mors
or Christ." he deo-red.
adding that men ere
issailed by doubtsand
iespair and were
jncertaln about the
meaning of their life.

,is not an aircraft: It s .

kind of a

Mr V
cannot c
four brig
appear
lights. Ti
just passe
10?—?ef\5\'/aglélsked if he was
sure it was a large
aiM ?ft Valentlch:
meAffirmatve. A1.1'16
speed it was travelling,

are there any RAAJ

aircraft in the vicinity?
He was told there were

no RAAF planes nearby

‘A G* 1FE’

7 08: Mr Vaientich said:
“It is approaching from
due east toward me. it
seems to be playingsome
sort of game. Fly ng at a
sDeed | cannot estimate.

He said his altitude was
4500 ft and that he cou
not identify the object.

7 09: Mr Vaientich. It

Radio contact
er/Ikrer\]/zggr?{%h was then
asked to describe the

Oblynl Valentlch: "It is
flying past, it is a long
shape, | cannot lIdentify
more than that.
“It's coming for me
rig7ht now." . i
10 Mr Vaientich: It
seems to be stationary
I'm orbiting and the

was

|®¥The enéine

vaientich:
is rough
idling and coughing. He
was asked what were his
intentions, T,

Mr Valentich: I 'm
proceeding to King
Island Unknown aircraft
is hovering on top of me.
It is not an aircraft.

After the Melbourne
flight service had
acknowledged that call,
there was a long metallic
noise on the radio and
nothing more was heard
from the plane.

REYNOLDS
SEWING MACHINES
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PINNOCK
lemair
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all Makes
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Nl iea and
f?r ° Pilot ne Sirio
°.rreft disr” " ¢ rievi
-oppeo,ed un.
slon mySter
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-y () CaPe Of.
e AAp T Police
& A aircraft
ivh ovrd ~rcraft
-niv \Vr
n the
‘cri the
Qa .single
.aircraft
lei' Cape
ly even.
*Jth theC?tac wag
Pm. alrcratft a ame
OV . was

was flying below him

He said the aircraft had
four bright lights and that
it then new about 1000 ft
over the top of his own
plane.

At 7.08 pm the pilot re
ported that the other air-
craft was approaching him

from due east and was
“playing sort
game with him.

At this stage, he said he
was flying at 4500 ft and
still could not identify the
other aircraft.

He described !'hr air-
craft as having a “long
shape .

A further radio message
was received from the pilot
at 709 pm, when he said
the plane was still coming
towards him.

He then reported that it
seined to be hovering in a
stationary position above
him.

He said there was m
green light and a “metal
lie light on the aircraft.

At 712 pm the pilot re
ported that the engine of
his aircraft wa idling
rough and was “coughing”.

He informed the auth-
orities that he was going
to ary to push on to King
Island.

mystery

t this stage the other

raft was still alleged
i be flying over the top

the Cessna.

Radio contact was then

with the pilot, whose

ame had not been
leased late yesterday
The DOT oflicia said
the pilot, who had been
flying for 18 months, was
not experienced in night
flying.

He said it was his first
night flight to King Island
The official said the
pilot's aircraft may have
become "inverted” and he
may have confused the re-
flections of lights from
Cape Otway onto clouds.
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Missing ’plane mystery

CONTINUED FROM I 1

The Southern Air Ser-
vices aircraft had taken
off from Moorabbin air-
port at 619 pm and was
flying to King Island via
Cape Otway.

A Department of Trans-
port official released de-
tails of the plane's dis-
appearance yesterday.

At 7 pm the pilot, who
was alone in the aircraft
reported to the Melbourne
air traffic authorities that
he was over the cape.

Six minutes later he ask-
ed the authorities if there
any other aircraft flying
below 5000 ft in the same
area.

He was told there was
not.

The pilot then replied
that a ‘"large aircraft"
was flying below him.

He said the aircraft had
four bright lights and that
it then flew about 1000 ft
over the top of his own
plane.

At 7.08 pm the pilot re-
ported that the other air-
craft was approaching him
from due east and was
"playing some sort of
game" with him.

At this stage, he said he
was flying at 4500 ft and
still could not identify the
other aircraft.

He described the air-
craft as having a “long
shape".

A further radio message
was received from the pilot
at 709 pm, when he said
the plane was still coming
towards him.

He then reported that it
seined to be hovering jn a
stationary position above
him.

He said there was a
green light and a “metal-
lic' light <m the aircraft

At 712 pm the pilot re-
ported that the engine of
his aircraft was idling
rough and was “coughing"”

He informed the auth-
orities that he was going
to to push on to Kin
Isla?:a/. P ?

At this stage the other
aircraft was still alleged
to be flying over the inn
of the Cessha.

Radio contact was then
lost with the pilot, whose
name had not been re-
leased late yesterday.

The DOT official said
the pitot, who had been
flying for 18 months, was
not experienced in night
flying.

He said it was his flrst
night flight to King Island

The official said the
Pilot’s aircraft may have
become "inverted" and he
may have confused the re-
flections of lights from
Cape Otway onto clouds.
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jenefils
nd the
iportant
solation
lational
(iversit

ig such
tudy is
itiously
3ut, ap-

on
vations
/s been

have had to be enforced on certain
other aspects of education at vari
ous levels, and when Victoria, for
example, is proposing to conduct
a full judicial inquiry into proced
ures used for teacher education in
the primary and secondary fields
which have been the subject of re
cent constant criticism

Academics have asserted that
private industry has been known to
send executives abroad on study
tours. This is true, but such people
do not normally qo overseas at req

recoup thi

tion of co ncrete

return, son newhat

would be tc rfeen. A

system of this n

prove to inv *olve

ties, the Gov smmenrs decision last
week to aban *non automatic entitle-
ment to acau lomic leave, to study
each applicat iron on its merits and
to reduce the terms spent abroad
should provici * a reasonable com
promise.

STIMULUS NEEDED

e, and usually

infusion  of

I,? pressed home-
W ow would not

im 3l inflationary
Id stimulate em-
e 1% busing stand
Fits would flow
e ke\ ' industry to
rs of commerce.
bholoi ‘ical effects
i of bu siness con-

Agreewent

London. - Arthur
Junkel, Swiss chairman
di a special 1:H ernation*

wheat coyif\/3 com

oittn clearly
defined mecham ;sm for
vorld wide ements
?n wheat coarse
grains icrged

from last week's
mg of the cora uttee
lere.

The three-week C Den-
eva conference under the
United States Coni \&-
cnce on Trade and 1 de-
velopment (UNCT4 jD
to negotiate the Jfu
terms “of these pnicts
along with a food-i aid

ahead as planned on 3L lo-

Mr. Dunkel said thi it
nc or two "innovatl* e
leas” would be Incor- «
in these ar- <
rangements, but refused

:0 go into detail.

He added that there
were still several "diffl-
:ult” problems to solve.
These include the trig-
»er points that will de-
termine various actions,
such as the minimum
orice when supplies are
sought off the market
for "stock purposes and
the  maximum
Then stocks are offered
o_the mark
The level of stocks has
?lso yet to be decided
is has the financial con-
tribution of each mem-
ber country to fund
these stocks. .
The stocks, will be in

controlled
but held nationally, Mr.
Dunkel minted out.
AAP - AFP

JEST TODAY

Admission is S4 with
students and pensioners

Red Cross award.
Barraboo! Shire Coun-
has been presented
certificate
recognltlon by the Red
Cross Society
The award_recognises
the contribution to the
SOCIEI% March appeal
b e people the
oo
Barrabool geople con
tributed *3383 to the ap-
peal making
323,258 since 1955
Shire president, Cr. R
Pettitt, said the response
of Barrabool people was
outstanding.

Children’s Week.
During — children’s
Week, which started yea-
terday, there will be a
display of pre-school ac
tivities In the childrenl
nection of the Geelong
Regional Library.
Mrs. Heywood from
reakwater  Pre-school
ill be in attendance on

day and Friday to en
courage participation in

suitable for pre-school
children.

Inspection.
_ Barrabool's Coast Rid-
ing councillors win in-

Anglesea following a let-
ter from Angair, a local
conservation —group.

letter said recent

dunes and washed away
the support for access
walkways in the coastal
area near Anglesea.

There was no satisfac
tory way of getting on to
the beach and the risk
of an accident was high.

—WNll b
forwarded to the Angle-
sea Foreshore Commit-

Shopping centre.

Shire of Corio officers
are investigating a pro-

centre in the Sharland
Road area of Corio.

in a reply to a quest-
ion by Geelong North
MLA, Mr. N. Trezise, the
Minister for Housing, Mr.
Hayes, said the area was
recently subject
investigation.

Pw»Qwa m Mr
sidered  included com-
munity  house.
surgery and scout hall.

Mr, Hayes said as soon

i w formal plans wen

a freed work  V.='IH

si tart on the first stage
development.

HU th tide at Geelong
whar ass: Today. 8.00 a.m.
and 8 4> p.m.: tomorrow.

40 a xn. and 8127 p.m

High tide at Port Phll-
lip He * : Today *33
am. ar.kl 419 p.m.; to-
morrow.

458, Ran_ . .
High ti de at other ais
trict coat tal points may
be calcuL vted by adding
to or sb tbtracttng from
high tide times at Port
Phillip He ads as follows:
DD — 1'0 minutes for
Antlesea: 20 minutes for
Banvon He ads; 2hours 47

minutes, li wented Head;
2 hours 50 | hinutes. Port
arhngton

59 minute:

docks. SUBl *RACT — 38
minutes for

30 minutes 1'or Lome.
Sun nses: Today,
a.m.; tomorro 524 a.m.
Sun_ sets: 6.48
p.m.: tomorro-. v.

5com- B/, lans
merce na nie
>Sleep 35 B estrldes
J Suffer 37 Ci wintry
pain

39 Pr
) Reprove hibi Uon
j Aptitude 40 A* Ty

Hanna a i

kb nCTfinrani

g3
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NO TRACE
OF LOST

alrcraft

faded yesterda
,,** of himor

is Plane.
Mhtep » N « « AN
found s ~ . sHhoeg; . ,~ s”
dlsappeared mrsterKuis ¥

"We've sdtill got a hope,
from his Avondale Heights

<He may have crashed and is

PenBd"

Frnad ctssvn
engined Cessna

! .]'.I6V

fs

saw
lights
too

KING ISLAND IAUP).
- The disappearance
of the light aircraft
and its p iW »«f <55
Strait highlighted a
number Of sightmgs of

bright . lights end
following *»ghts
reported by King

Island people over the
tost six weeks.
Reports of the
sightings came from all
over the island, pax
Ocularly in the north,
and reports were made
to the police and to the
wKinglsland News «

Six weeks ago Sgt
Tack Woodward of cur

rle 0Ucew%s notifiedof
rE>ge UghWor nared

appearlng off the nonj
of the island near New §
Year Island.

Three fishing boats
from Currie searched
the area and an Orion
from Canberra also
joined the search

A nursing sister at the
trine Island District

2K*S PSn3

watchrdgh~ur~anliar
lights moving across the

BT letter to the editor.

JIS 5%

othertharfovrselves has

the sky.”

King Island.

search in the past
48 hours between King
island and the ~Vsc-
torian coast has failed
to find any trace of the
pilot or his plane.

Valentlch’s radio cut
out at 712 pm
day. seconds after he
told air traffic con-
trollers that a large ob-
ject hovering above him
was '‘notan aircraft.

Mr Valentich said toe
object had a green Ught

|g%t%nt¥le§ oggsmg.ta”lc

He said he was or-
biting “and the thing is
orbltlng ontopofme.

Two minutes later he
said: "Unknown air-
craft is hovering on top
of me. It is not an air-
craft."

N

after a major

te* r'
d. <night.

C re o m since h.

Mr Ouido Valent,ch. sad

~ 9omolhinB

A long metaIUc nolse

Apartejent” jt
had remained
t‘:rilln? durmg the radio

= believe he

befigtif copfigsRd. v

“H oweVEr- aviatig;z
W

£ e been abfeWDy for
SSly 50 seconds upside

£ £ we?elsituated to

» grfeetoe

TaSSS-
8§S3SE

may have hap-

mh 20 vanished over Bass Strait while flying his sing e-

WA e« «
SSSLIUfndvdnl—
«

c8Mmer | a.F. Orion, &
~several W* ™
floating

from theoil s

daMr Valentich s

netievedm e taRena

iISfrasi

bo* e? and bags were
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Th*
health of Australians
appears to have im-
proved, but they are
visiting doctors more
often.

Figures for the
December quarter
prepared by the

Australian Bureau of
Statistics show that
36.5 per cent of
Australians reported
no ilinesses in the two
weeks before the
survey was taken.

This compares to
30.1 per cent in the
September quarter.

However, of the 63.5
per cent who were
sick in the December
quarter, 54 per cent
consulted adoctor.

In the September

quarter, only 42.9 per
cent of the 689 per
cent who were ill
went to the doctor.

The latest survey
found a high propor-
tion of Australians
with some form of
disability.

It is found that 46.3
per cent of the total
population reported
suffering from some
type of chronic illness
or impairment, with
106 per cent of peo-
ple aged two years or
more limited in some
way by their chronic
illness.

Almost two per cent
of people reported
they had an accident
which needed medical

M AH I

attention or a stay
bed in the two w «
before the intervi

About 52.4 per cent
of adults and 30.6 per
cent of children took
some form of medica-
tion in the two days
before the interview.

The survey also
found that 2.6 per cent
of children aged one
to five had not receiv-
ed any triple antigen
vaccination, for
whooping cough,
tetanus and diphtheria
and 338 per cent of
children in the same
age group had not
been given polio vac-
cinations.

D.GOVT RAISES
NOTHER LOAN

on the Tokyo
market.

Mr Howard defended
the loans as “fully con-
sistent’”” with the Fed
Govt's continued policy
of supplementing the
level of Australia’s In-
ternational reserves, as
appropriate, through of-
ficial borrowings.

capital

igat

arrnambool Archery
Form 5 student at
Brothers’ College,
lery techniques to a
le St Ann's College
n Oval yesterday,
ion was part of the
‘tivities.
lemonstrates how to
uzanne Gleeson and
of St. Ann's Col-

Another $187 million
loan raised in Japan
was finalised last week.

The latest loan of 40
billion yen was provided
by a number of
Japanese trust banks
and life insurance com-
panies led by the Mit-
subishi Trust and Bank-
ing Corporation and the
Nippon Life Insurance
Company and was ar-
ranged through Morgan
Stanley and Co.

The loan will mature
in 1998 and be repaid in

11 semi-annual in-
stalments starting in
1993, to provide an
average life of 175
years.

The average life of the
loan is the longest yet
secured In the Tokyo
market by the Federal
Government.

Mr Howard said this
reflected the growing
range of Japanese in-
stitutions participating
directly in the interna-
tional loan market and
Australia’'s high stan-
ding in the world’'s
capital markets.

He said the loan would
carry an Interest rate of
7.6 percentannum.

After taking commis-

sions and other ex-
penses into account, the
effective cost to
Australia would be 7.65
percentperannum.

The terms of the
borrowing equalled that
obtained by the World
Bank in its recent 20-
year yen loan and were
considered to be very
favorable to the Federal
Government.

Mr Howard said the
successful completion of
the two yen loans, of 40
billion each, was
evidence of the growing
strength of the Tokyo
market as a source of
capital.

tor UN

CANBERRA - The
Foreign Affairs Minister,
Mr Peacock, yesterday
re-affirmed the Govt's
commitment to the UN
and its belief in the value
of the body.

Mr. Peacock said the
past year had been
remarkably active for
the UN with three
special sessions of the
General Assembly —on
the United Nations In-
terim Force in Lebanon,
on Namibia and on
disarmament.

In addition there had
been a full calendar of
conferences and the on-
going activities of the
specialised agencies.

Today marks the 33rd

anniversary of UN
charter coming into
force.

“At a time when the
structure and substance
of international rela-
tions is changing rapid-
ly, the UN remains an
indispensable forum,”
Mr Peacock said.

He said the disarma-
ment agenda of the UN
this year had been
heavy.

TEXT FOR TODAY

1TIMOTHY 6:20-21

"Avoid the godless chat-
ter and contradictions of
what is falsely called
knowledge, for by profess-
ing it some have missed the
mark as regards the faith.”
—R.S.V.

Weather
Diary

FORECAST
Warrnambool and District:
A few thundery showers.
Mild northerly wind and an
afternoon sea breeze. Ex-
gected top temperature
2C.

RAINFALL
For the 24 hours to 1Jam,
Tuesday, October 24, nil.
TEMPERATURES
Maximum 28; minimum
.5.

" MOONRISE ft
MOONSET

Rises at 1.03 am; sets at
11.35pm.

SUNRISE ftSUNSET

Rises at 5.31 am; sets at
6.56 pm.

BAROMETER

1021.0 at 9 am; 1019.0 at

3pm.

Last Quarter.
New Moon
First Quarter
Full Moon..

C.1.G. WELDERS

W WEEK
HESE

YW — AT

gencies

RETAIL NOW
.$269.. .$240
$211.. .$185
$181.. .$160
$186.. .$170
$208.. .$175
$280.. .$250
$370.. .$330
..$371 ... $330
.$560.... $490

CTAT
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Pilot mystery

From Page 1

north, and reports were
made to the police and to
the King Island News.

Six weeks ago Sgt. Jack
Woodward of Currie
police was notified of
strange lights or flares
appearing off the north
of the island near New
Year Island. .

Three fishing boats
from Currie searched the
area and an Orion from

A nursing sister at the
King Island District
Hospital travelling home
to Grassy last week
stopped her car to watch
bright unfamiliar lights
moving across the sky.

A letter to the editor
published in the King
Island News on
September 20 said: “We
are writing to your paper
to see if anyone other

Canberra also joined the than ourselves has seen
search but nothing of any sights of strange
significance was found. moving lights in the sky.

STRANGE

“We saw our first
sighting two months ago.
We were driving into
Currie and a slow-moving
light followed us down
the north road and
finally disappeared
toward the lighthouse.

“There were other

No trace afte
major search e,

MELBOURNE (AUP). Hopes of finding further up north also saw
. . . . a strange light passing
Melbourne pilot, Frederick Valentich alive fadec over their house. Then
H rranother of seeing
day after a major search found no trace of hir {20 ey strange lights
lane. outside. On going out to
P i tigat gth J light
nves ate e S

But his parents were confident last night Vaienticf Isu\c/idenl|3 disappearelg_
found safe, although he has not been heard from since “Then last night, the

. f twelfth, the strange light
peared mysteriously on Saturday night. appeared again just up

Department of wouldr'faveujjfro.l nCaengl hcr%etk'these
Transport officials said Sameareaas sccasions the light has
the pilot had remained Mr v3eo3heen very large and

1 “We've still got a hope,”
|his father, Mr Guido
IValentich said from his

IAvondale Heights home.
I “He may have crashed
(and is hurt or something

calm during the radio
message.
Officials believe he may

his first

m 1l i g h' t

"npright, and it seems to
up the area as if it

lelse may have have been flying upside abOLE 21D vwere lavlights are oval-
ihappened,”’ down and became for friends. h ed?”

i Frederick Valentich, confused by a reflection He was wisriap

|20, vanished over Bass of lights. shop assis .

iStrait while flying his
iSingle-engined Cessna 182
Ito King Island,

However aviation
sources said last night the
Cessna 182 would have

Moonee Ponds Army
disposal store and had his
heart set on getting his

i He told a close friend beenable tofly foronly50 commercial pilot's
ibefore taking off from seconds upside down licence.
jMoorabbin: “I’ll see you pecause its fuel tanks He was also an

,over the weekend and I’ll
drop in a crayfish.”

A big air, land and sea

search in the past 48
hours between King
Island and the Victorian
coast has failed to find
any trace of the pilot or
his plane.
, Valentich's radio cut
out at 7.12 pm on
Saturday seconds after he
told air traffic controllers
jthat a large object
~hovering above him was
“not an aircraft.”

were situated in the wings
and relied on gravity to
feed the motor.

A fishing vessel picked
up samples of an oil slick
about 40 km north
north-east of Cap
Wickham, King Island’
most northern point late
yesterday.

Last night the sample
was being brought back
to Melbourne and will be
tested today to see if it
came from the aircraft.

An RAAF Orion, a

instructor with the RAAF
Air Training Corp and
was considered a very
competent pilot.
Squadron Leader Ron
Grandy, staff officer,
training, for the corps in
Victoria, said yesterday
Mr Valentich was not
prone to imagine things.

CAPABLE

“He was an absolutely
norma] person and a
most capable pilot,”’

Mr Valentich said: “It’s Cessna 150 and a gguadron Leader Grandy
not an aircraft, it’s...” maritime Nomad were .«
before ~his radio also used in the search. He was an example of
P . self-discipline and
transmission broke Several fruit boxes and t d 1 beli that
briefly. hags were found floating opbec oo ¢ leve tha
g g what ever happened to
about 4 km from the oil hijm was not due to a lack
UNKNOWN S"&k yes\t/erzljay. oh i of concentration.”

r alentic Is >The disappearance of

Soon after Mr Dbelieved to have taken a oapp

Valentich said the object
had a green light and a
[type of metallic light on
the outside.

He said he was orbiting
“and the thing is orbiting
on top of me.”

Two minutes later he
said: “Unknown aircraft
is hovering on top of me.
It is not an aircraft.”

A long metallic noise
followed, then silence.

container with him in the
plane to bring back

Mr Valentich highlighted
a number of sightings of
bright Ilights and

lobsters from King Island_following i ed

but searchers last night '

ruled out the theory that
the fruit boxes and bags
were from the plane.
Department of
Transport officials have
estimated the plane

hts report
by king(‘;;l igland'“people

over—theMla® 8ix weeks.
Reports of the sightings

came from all over the

island, particularly in the

Contd. Page 2
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HOPES
FOR

No trace after
major search

MELBOURNE (AUP). Hopes of finding missing
Melbourne pilot, Frederick Valentich alive faded yester-
day after a major search found no trace of him or his

plane.

But his parents were confident last night Valentich would be
found safe, although he has not been heard from since he disap-
peared mysteriously on Saturday night.

i “We've still got a hope,”
this lather, Mr Guido
»Valentich said from his
IAvondale Heights home.

\ “He may have crashed
»and is hurt or something
»else may have
» happened.”

» Frederick Valentich,
»20. vanished over Bass
tStrait while flying his
fsingle-engined Cessna 182
»to King Island.

» He told a close friend
,before taking off from
Moorabbin; ‘Til see you
over the weekend and I'll
drop in a crayfish.”

A big air, land and sea
search in the past 48
hours between King
Island and the Victorian
,coast has failed to find

any trace of the pilot or
his plane.

Valentich’'s radio cut
out at 7.12 pm on

Saturday seconds after he
told air traffic controllers
‘that a large object
hovering above him was
"“not an aircraft.”

Mr Valentich said; “ It's
hot an aircraft, it's ..
before his radio
transmission broke
briefly.

UNKNOWN

Soon after Mr

Valentich said the object
bad a green light and a
,type of metallic light on
,the outside.

He said he was orbiting

and the thing is orbiting
~on top of me.”

Two minutes later he

iid: “Unknown aircraft
is hovering on top of me.
It is not an aircraft.”

A long metallic noise
followed, then silence.

Department of would have crashed in the
Transport officials said same area as the oil slick.
the pilot had remained Mr Valentich was on
calm during the radio his first night flight to
message. King Island, and had

Officials believe he may planned to bring back
have been flying upside about 200 Ib of crayfish

down and became for friends. )

confused by a reflection He was working as a

of lights. shop assistant in a
However aviation Moonee Ponds Army

sources said last night the disposal store and had his
Cessna 182 would have heart set on getting his

been able to fly foronly 50 com mercial pilot's
seconds upside down licence.
because its fuel tanks He was also an

were situated in the wings instructor with the RAAF
and relied on gravity to Air Training Corp and
feed the motor. was considered a very
A fishing vessel picked competent pilot.
up samples of an oil slick _ Squadron Leader Ron
about 40 km north Grandy, staff officer,
north-east of Cape training, for the corps in
Wickham, King lIsland’s Victoria, said yesterday
most northern point late Mr Valentich was not
yesterday. prone to imagine things.

Last night the sample CAPABLE

was being brought back
to Melbourne and will be “He was an absolutely
normal person and a

tested today to see if it
most capable pilot,”

came from the aircraft.
An RAAF Orion, a Squadron Leader Grandy
and a gaig.

Cessna 150
maritime Nomad were “He was an example of
also used In the search. self-discipline and

Several fruit boxes and respect, and | believe that
bags were found floatln_g what ever happened to
about 4 km from the oil him was not due to a lack
slick yesterday. _of concentration.”

Mr Valentich is < Thedisappearance of
believed to have taken a Mr valentich highlighted
container with him in the a number of sightings of
plane to bring back pright lights and
lobsters from King Island following lights reported
but searchers_last night*by king island eonie
reré bt the theory that gver®thelast $Tx weeks.
the fruit boxes and bags Reports of the sightings
were from the plane. came from all over the

Department of island, particularly in the
Transport officials have
estimated the plane Contd. Page 2
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The Place:

Mid City Motel

19 Doveton Street North, Ballarat,
The Time:
Wednesday and Thursday, October 25, 26.
10.00 am till 9.00 pm each day.
Light refreshments.

). rm vn oiticers

have found a .38 revolver, several hacksaw
blades and a file hidden in a store room in
Pentridge's top-sacurity H Division.

The officer found thei

un and escape
implements during a
search on Sunday.

The Social elfare
spokesman said last night
several prisoners as well
as prison officers would
have access to the
storeroom,

The gun. a Smith and
Wesson, was one of
several stolen in a raid on
Able Security Services in
North Melbourne last
December-

SORRY

We regret any inconvenience caused to the many, many j
customers who called at the

UFS DISPENSARY 40 eriDGEST

TO SEE THE

Scholl Foot Specialist
SUE JOHNSON

Due to circumstances beyond our control Sue was
unable to be present on Friday, October 20.

BUT SUE WILL BE PRESENT

a UFS DISPENSARY 20 RO ST Pt 37 240

TOMORROW, WEDNESDAY, OCT. 25

ALL DAY.

SPECIAL OFFER

Scholl
Exercise
Sandal

Now Only $14.95

Available in

... bone, white, red. Sizes 2-8

From all UFS Dispensaries

TROUBLE— FEET?

:orns, callous, rough-
rm ol loot or lea com-

It Is believed to have
been loaded when found.

The Social Welfare
Minister, Mr Dixon, has
called for a full report.

A woman and a
prison officer were both
attacked by a prisoner at
Ararat gaol on Sunday.

A Social Welfare
spokesman said the
incident occurred during
a contact” visiting at
the gaol. )

The spokesman said
the prisoner, believed to
be serving a sentence for
manslaughter, struck the
woman after a
disagreement.

When the prison officer
stepped in he was also
Bt.piif'k

amount oi
City Cour
for the ye

The est
presented pi
expenditure
while Inco
timated at$
after lengtl
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O1l slick

to be
probed

west coast.
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SEARCH FOR
PILOT WIDENS

TIIE search for a pilot missing over Bass Strait was ex-
tended late yesterday to cover a large part of Victoria’s

The pilot reported on Saturday night that an unidentified flying
object was buzzing him for 15 minutes.

Radio contact was lost soon afterwards.

i locatmf! the
pilot, Frederlck Valentich,

Havr° Clbn1 |
day w ennc ev.\e/a';){ ahn B«lr

‘wre (KT n ,Planeh repOrted
nautlcal3 i]eg3offUCane
S ta o King Islants

northern point.
The boat from Kina

Island sent earlier to collect
samples of an oil slick

B er fPeSkageY IR
nothinK more' ‘than partly

cardboard”
ind <*"*

A Transport Department
°ITcial said an oil sample
would be brought to
Melbourne in an attempt to
determine il it was aircraft
uel.

Radio contact was lust
with Valentich on Saturday
night after he reported that
a UFO was hovering over
him and the plane’'s engine
was running rough while he
was ofl Cape Otway.

Department officials said
they believed Valentich
became disorientated and
saw his own light or the
lights of Cape Otway and
King Island while flying up-
side down.

A department official
said he believed a tape of
the conversation between
ihe pilot and air flight ser-
vice at Tullamarine would
be examined by air safety
experts.

A Nomad plane yesterday
scoured an area from Warr-
nambool to Cape Otway on
ihe State's south-west
coast.

The Air Force Orion
covered the likely Hass
Strait route, and a Cessna
the King Island reginn.

The man who chose
Valentich as an air training
instructor, Sq Ixir Ronald
Orandy, said Valentich was
hand-picked because he was
"no fool".

Valentich was
headed, he said.

‘Young Fred taught here
on Friday nights and often
helped nut during the week

| don’t know how I'm go
ing to replace him." Sq Udr
Orandy said.

He said Valentich worked

level-

for the air training corps on
a voluntary basis and spent
much of his time preparing

for his commercial pilot's
licence.
The mystery disap-

pearance brought a rush of
UFO sighting reports to
transport officials in the
past two days.

Mr Guido Valentich. the
father of the missing pilot
said he helieved a UFO may
have taken his son.

Mr Valentich said his son
had “wanted to he nothing
else but an airline pilot ever
since he was 12”.

Frederick had spent three
years as a cadet with lhe
RAAF Air Training Corps.

Very
positive

He had been flying about
two years and held his un-
restricted licence since last
February.

Frederick was "very
positive and doesn't talk
nonsense,” Mr Valentich
said.

"He believed in UFOs
and told me he had seen
classified material at the
hale RAAF base which con-
firmed his beliefs," he said

A Transport Department
spokesman said Valentich
wasn't very experienced and
could have accidentally
turned the plane upside
down and seen his own,
light.

He said inverting a plane,
was easy to do, especially if
a pilot was inexperienced.

A pilot who confirmed
this theory said: “It was
dark and Valentich could
easily have lost himself.

You, must remember he
didn t have an instrument
rating, ' he said.

He said pilots often
“inverted” without reg
it for a while.
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Sorry,
but no

THE NSW Ambulance Service has con
long way since it was established in 16

The service is regarded as one of the i
technically advanced in the world . . . cnntpi
and all.

When it was established 83 years ago oil
transported their patients on hand held stretci

The service, known as the Civil Ambulance
Transport Brigade, was mainly manned
volunteers. , ,

Bvrt it was inadequate for Sydney s raj
growing population.

In 1899 the brigade received its first horse dx
amhulance.

Hv 1902 amhulance stations had |
established at St. Peters. Wodlahra, Bain
Rockdale. Circular Quay and the 1 am
Company'’s wharf. >

But another eight years passed jhetore the sei
received its first motorised ambulance.

In 1919 the NSW Government decider
Introduce the Ambulance 1 ransport Service B
.prevent overlapping of the brigades and to hel|
ordinate the various services.

Today a fleet of more than 900 ambulances ¢

ALBURY City Council met behind closed
doors last night and decided to demand
art apology from this newspaper for what
some aldermen described as inaccurate,
sensational headlines concerning
council's finances.

The decision was ratified in open
council with only Aid Adams and Aid
Giles dissenting

The motion that the committee
recommendation to demand an apology
be adopted was moved in the open
council by Aid Dunlop and is consistent
with his attempts to have the press
conform to his news judgment

He was supported by Aid Gould, who
took her predictable line that nothing
should be said or written which might
deter people from investing in Albury or
coming here to live

We have no wish to inhibit Alt
growth But we question whethe
long term interests of the city — a
the people who are here now or
come later — will be best serve
pretending all is rosy when quite cle
is not.

Until the problems of Alburi
squarely faced, there can be no hop
solution.

There was ample evidence a
night's council meeting that the
simply doesn't have the funds to pi
the services that even the council a
are essential

The engineer told last night's mi
$5m needed to be spent to sto
flooding of areas near Bungambra’
Creek

Moving
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VERY WEAK EXPLANATION
OF PILOTS U.F.O. REPORT

A Dolby man who soys he sighted o U.F 0. about 14 years ago said y«terda,

that authorities had given a "very weak" explanation lor the disappearance

in Bass Strait on Sunday.

Mr Mauri* Fountain, 43,
owner of an aluminium
factory in Dalhy, is also a
pilot. He said he was not
impressed with the official
explanation that the
missing pilot was flying
upside down when he saw
the U.F.O.

“In  a civn aircraft,
pilots usually only have a
lap-sash seat belt, so If
the plane suddenly turned
upside-down  he  would
have had a very red face.

“1900 hours is also a
little early for the man to
have suffered night flying
fatigue. There was no
storm mentioned that
could have turned the
plane over. Also the plane
wt uid have been equipped
with an artificial horizon
and an altimeter so he
should have no excuse for

i not Snowing he was up-

side-down
Mr Fountain claims he
saw a U.F.O. 14 years ago
on the Jimhour plains.
“l  thought it

was a
floodlit tennis court at
first, but then | thought

that it was a bit too iso-
lated for a tennis court
to be out there, so | went
to have a look,

"When | first saw tt |
was about 1) miles away,
but by the time it had
disappeared | was about
three-quarters of a mile
away.

“Like the missing pilot’s
description and like most
U.F.O. sightings, it had
a number of landing
lights, was long, had the
ability bo hover and mov-
ed off so fast that it ap-
peared to just vanish".

Mr Fountain has a
theory as to the cause of

the engine failure “so
frequent in UF.O. sight-
ings” and the engine fail-
ure of the Cessna on
Sunday night,

“The craft may have
been powered by an elec-
tronic  propulsion  unit

which ejects ionised air.
It is likely that the plane
became enveloped in this
ionised air when it was
below the hovering U.F.O,
causing the spark plugs to
stop fi)_(ing. o

“lonise air in large
volumes at night would
probably give off a light
much like the metallic
light the pilot saw under
the craft.

“This type of machine
would give the U.F.O. a
lot of manoeuvrability
and high speed therefore
verifying the description
by the pilot that the craft

a pilot

was below, then above,
then to the right of him
in a short space of time.

“The way the authori-
ties treat these sightings
with such weak, excuses it
almost makes me believe
that they know more than
they are telling the public.

“Maybe they are cover-
ing-up some sort of
experiment.

“1f so, some poor fellow
has died being labelled a
crazy man who had an
hallucination".

- After Mr Fountain’s
sighting of a U.F.O. he
was careful who he told.

“Nobody has ever called
me crazy. And I've never
seen Star Wars or Close
Encounters — they're just
trash movies cashing in
on a serious subject", he
said.
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Agreement
with Qld Mines

DARWIN (A.A.P)—

Only minor technical

hitches were

stopping traditional Aboriginal landowners from signing an agree-
ment with Queensland Mines to mine the Narbarlek uranium
deposit in Arnhem Land, a spokesman for the Northern Land
Council said yesterday.

The Land Council man-
ager, Mr Alex Bishaw,
said the traditional
owners were happy with
the Narbarlek agreement
and would rather Queens-
land Mines start opera-
tions before Banger.

"The only thing holding
up Narbarlek is a techni-
cal difficulty”, he said.

NUDES GET $$$

PARIS (A.A.P.-A.E.P.).
— Damages of 1000 francs
(about $179 Aust.) have
been awarded here to each
of 14 Crazy Horse Saloon
nude dancers whose photo-
graphs were used without
their authority by the
Fmvh mirulne. Prl*e_

"The company wants
access to a sea port on
the Arnhem Land coast
and the traditional owners
have not yet agreed on
where that should be”.

The traditional owners,
led by clan leader Prank
Nslowed, met representa-
tives of Queensland Mines
at the Narbarlek site on
Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday of last week.

The agreement provides
Aborigines with mining
royalties of 45 per cent —
.25 per cent better than
those offered by the
Ranger partners.

Mr Bishaw said the
traditional owners were
happy to provide sea

access to the company,

It was always expected
that Narbarlek would be
the first of the three rich
uranium sites to produce
uranium ore, but the
Ranger project had been

favoured to Start work
first.
Narbarlek is only half

the size of Ranger’s
Jabiru deposits and only a
fraction of the huge Pan-
continental site at Jabi-
Suka.

But Queensland Mines
has claim on a small and
rich seam which will be
easier to work than its
rivals, and should be pro-
ducing uranium ore in
1980.

The Ranger agreement
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No slap
to Kissi

AUGUSTA, (
Phillip Friedrich
| kissed 495 women
| been slapped evei

Mr Friedrich, who
out to set a record for
single month.

To verify his clan

\ Records, he carries a c

malls, stores and other
kiss him and then sigi
“I’ve never been re
a slap in the face,” Fr
He says the Guim
listing of such a feat.

Licen

life and was fined
charges in the Toe

Dale Rodney Cherry, 2
unemployed, pleade
guilty to charges of drii
ing while under disqual
fication, failing to remai
at the scene of an acc.
dent, failing to give rigt
of way, and of a separat
incident of speeding.



Pilot:

But his parents were confident last night
Valentich would be found safe, although he
has not been heard from since he disappear-
ed mysteriously on Saturday night.

“maWe've still got a hope,"” his father, Mr. Guido
Valentich, said from his Avondale Heights home.

“He may have crashed and is hurt or some-
thing else may have happened.”

Frederick Valentich, 20, vanished over Bass

Strait while flying his single-engined Cessna 182
to King Island.

He told a close friend before taking olT from
Moorabbln: “I’ll see you over the Weekend and
I’ll drop in a crayfish."

A big air, land and sea search in the past 43
hours between King Island and the Victorian
coast has failed to find any trace of the pilot
or his plane,

Valentich’s’ radio cut out at 713 p.m. on Sat-
urday seconds after he told air traffic controllers
that a large object hovering above him was “not
an aircraft”. , .

Mr. Valentich said: “It’s not an aircraft, it’s

.” before his radio transmission broke brief-

Iy'Soon after Mr. Valentich said the object had a
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Still no clues

Melbourne. — Hopes of finding missing Melbourne pilot Frederick Valentich alive
faded vesterdav after a major search found no trace of him or his plane.

green light and a type of metallic light on the
outside. .

He said he was orbiting “and the thing is
orbiting on top of me.

Two minutes later he said: “Unknown aireralt
is hovering on top of me. It is not an aircraft.”

A long metallic noise followed, then silence.

Department of Transport officials said the pilot
had remained calm during the radio message.

Officials believe he might have been flying
upside down and became confused by a reflection
of lights.

However, aviation sources said last night the
Cessna 182 would have been able to fly for only
50 seconds upside down because its fuel tanks
were in the wings and relied on gravity to feed

the motor.
Oil slick

V fishing vessel picked up samplrs of an oail
slick about 40 km north-north-east of Cape Wick-
ham, King Island’s most northern point, late
yesterday.

Last night tlie sample was being brought buck
to Melbourne and will be tested today to see
whether it came from the aircraft.

An RAAF Orion, a Cessna 150 and a maritime
Nomad from Avalon were also used in the search.

Several fruit boxes and bags were found float-
ing about four km from the oil slick yester-

k;lr Valentich is believed to have taken a con-
tainer with him in the plane to bring back lob-
sters from King Island, but searchers last mgiu
ruled out the theory that the fruit boxes and
bags were from the plane.

epartment of Transport officials have esti-
mated the plane would have crashed in the same
area as the oil slick.

Mr, Valentich was on his first night flight to
King Island, and had planned to bring back about
JO kilograms of crayfish for friends.

He was working as a shop assistant in a Moonee
Ponds army disposal store and had his heart set
on getting his commercial pilot's licence.

He was also an instructor with the RAAF air
training corps and was considered a “very compet-
ent pilot” B i

Sauadron Leader Hon Grandy, stall officer,
training, for the corps in Victoria, said yester-
day Mr. Valentich was not prone to imagine
things.

“He was an absolutely’ normal person and a
most capable pilot,” Squadron Leader Grandy
said.

“He was an example of self-discipline and re-
spect, and 1 believe that what ever happened tc
him was not due to a lack of concentration."”



die at the Rippleside Pier yesterday.

unions ruw

f local unions over the sale of'Geelong Harbor Trust

iifailan Instituts of Marine and Power Lncjinecfs went on strike in
nonth between their union, the Seamen's Union, the Merchant Ser-

Criticism started earlier
liis year when the GUT
(mounted its tugs should
© sold because the trust

ins unable to run them
rolltably.

At a GTHC meeting in
lay a resolution was
fisspd opposing “any
dling or leasing of any
art of the Geelong Rar-
er Trust operation to
rivate enterprise”.

It considered that the
isnosal of current ser-
Lces to private enter-
rise would increase the
Iready acute unemploy-
lent figure in the re-
1011, and money nor-
lally reinvested in port

pose the sale was based
on concern for the wel-
fare of its members.
The Geelong Harbor
Trust had assured the
union that its members’
jobs would be safe when
private enterprise took
over the tug operations.

Mr. Dailey said the
GHT and Howard Smith
Industries did not want
to complete the takeover
until the three unions
concerned came to terms.

“We as a union are
happy with Howard
Smith Industries — they
are experienced tug
operators throughout
Australia,” he said.

Appeal

G eelonff Harbor Trust
chairman, Mr. Peter
Mlakiston, last night ap-
pealed to seamen employ-
ed by the trust to listen
to the proposals and ask
(lucstions.

"Qil three occasions |
have offered to address
all seamen employed by
the trust, but on each oc-
cgsion they have declin-
ed.

"Tile offer still stands.

“If they want, I'll ad-
dress them at 4 in the
morning,” Mr. Blakistdn
paid.



case put

The first submissions
were heard yesterday
In. the battle over the
paving of three streets
in Jan Juc,

Residents of St. An-
drew’s Drive and Sun-
ningdale and Prestwick
avenues have objected
to a scheme proposed
by the Barrabool
Shire Council.

Submissions by the
council and residents
opposing the scheme,
are being heard at the
South Barwon Civic
Centre by an independ-
ent arbiter appointed

under the Local Gov-
ernment Act.
Barrabool's legal re-
presentative, Mr. War-
wick Nelson, said last
night that four resi-
dents who supported

the council’s plans and
three who opposed it,

dad sgoken at Tester-
narirtff

Head of the Russell Street C1B
(@dministration) Chief Superinten-
lent Eric Janetzki, said yesterday the
r.Q operation would  concentrate
nainly on pickpockets, conmen, and
ither petty criminals.

"The crims can take a warning,
veil be breathing right down their
leeks,"” Chief Supt. Janetzki said.

or do jobs if th
gambling.” \Y;
Police started
course criminals
than 20 consort
patrolled the Ca
day. Several det<
from interstate
New Zealand. —

back &
Washing!

Cairo.

Egypt’s President Sadat hai

ilinal draft of a peace treaty between E
for further study bv the delegations i
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MELBOURNE (AUP) —

Hopes of finding missing

Melbourne pilot Frederick Valentich alive faded yester-
day after a major search found no trace of him or his

plane.

But his parents were confident last night Valentich would
be found safe, although he has not been heard from since he
disappeared mysteriously on Saturday night.

“W*V« still got a hope," his father, Mr Guido Volerrtich said from
his Avondale Heights home.

"He may have crashed
and Is hurt or something
else may have happen-
ed.”

Frederick Vaientich, 20,
vanished over Bass Strait
while flying his single-en-
gined Cessna 182 to King
Island,

He told a close friend
before taking = off from
Moorabbin: *I'll see you

over the weekend and Il
di'oo in a crayfish."

A big air, land and sea
search in the past 48 hours
between King lIsland and
the Victorian coast failed
to find any trace of the
pilot or his plane.

Valentich’s radio cut
out at 7.12 pm on Satur-
day seconds after he told
air traffic controllers that

a large object hovering
above him was “not an
aircraft.”

Mr Valentich said: “It’s
not an aircraft. It's .. ."
before his radio transmis-
sion broke briefly.

Soon after Mr Valentich
said the object had a green
light and a type of metal-
lic light on the outside.

He said he was orbiting
“"and the thing is orbiting
on top of me.”

Two minutes later he
said: “Unknown aircraft is
hovering on top of me. It
is not an aircraft.”

A long metallic noise fol-
lowed, then silence.

Department of Transport
officials said the pilot had
remained calm during the
radio message.

Officials believe he may
have been flying upside
(town and became con-
fused bv a reflection of
lights.

However, aviation sources
said last night the Cessna
182 would have been able
to flv for only 50 seconds
upside down because Its
fuel tanks were situated in
the wings and relied on
gravitv to feed the motor

A fishing vessel Picked
up samples of an oil slick
about 40km north-north-
east of Cape Wickham,
King Island's most north-
ern point, late vesterday.

Last night the sample
was being brought hack to

IMelbourne, and will be
tested todav to see If it
came from the aircraft.
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Issingpllot
search widens

MELBOURNE — The search for a pilot missing
in unusual circumstances over Bass Strait was
extended late yesterday to cover a large area of Vic-
toria’s west coast.

Hopes of locating the
pilot — 20 year old
Frederick Valentich —rose
for a short time earlier in
the day when crew of an
airforce  Orion aircraft
reported "wreckage" about
25 nautical miles off Cape
Wickham on King Island’s
northern point.

The boat from King
Island sent earlier to
collect samples of an oil
slick sighted on Sunday
revealed the “wreckage” to
be nothing more than part
ly submerged cardboard
fruit cartons and plastic
bags.

A Department of
Transport official said the
oil sample taken by the
boat crew would be
brought to Melbourne in
an attempt to determine if
it was aircraft fuel.

Radio contact was lost
with Valentich on Satur
day night after he reported
that an unknown aircraft
was hovering over him and

the plane’s engine was run-
ning rough while off Cape
Otway.

Department officials
said they believed Valen
lich became disorientated
and saw his own light or
the lights of Cape Otway
and King Island white
flying upside down.

A department official
said he believed a tape of
the conversation between
the pilot and Air Flight
Service at Tullamarine
would be examined by air
safety experts.

But he said it is being
given secondary priority to.
the finding of the aviator.
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JATELBOURNE — Hopes of finding missing

Melbourne pilot, Frederick Valentich
alive faded yesterday after a major search
found no trace of him or his plane.

But his parents were confident last night Val-
entich would be found safe, although he has not
been heard from since he disappeared mysteriously
on Saturday night.

“We've still gbt a hope,”
his father, Mr Guido Valen-
tich said from ‘his Avondale
Heights home.

“He may have crashed
and is hurt or something
else may have happened.”

Frederick Valentich. 20,
vanished over Bass Strait

while flying his single-en-
gined Cessna 182 to King
Island.

A big air, land and sea

search in the past 48
hours between King Is-
land and the Victorian

coast has failed to find
any tracE of the pilot or
his plane.

Valentich's radio cut out
at 7.12 p.m, on Saturday
seconds after he told air
traffic controllers that a
largt object hovering above
him was “not an aircraft.”

Mr Valentich said: “It's
not an aircraft, it's . . be-
fore his radio transmission
broke briefly.”

Green light
Soon alter Mr Valentich
said the object had a green
light and a type of metallic
iignt on the outside.
He said he was orbiting

"and the thing is orbit.in*
on top of me.”

Two minutes later he
said: “Unknown aircraft

is hovering on top of me.
It is not an aircraft.”
A long metallic noise fol-

lowed, then silence.
Officials believe he may
have been flying upside

down and became confused
by a reflection of lights.

However aviation sources
said last night the Cessna
182 would have been able
to fly for only 50 seconds
upside down because its fuel
tanks were situated in the
wings and relied on gravity
to feed the motor. .

A fishing vessel picked up
samples of an oil slick about
40km  north-northeast of
Cape Wickham. King Is-
land's most northern point
late yesterday.

Last night the sample was
being brought back to Mel-
bourne and will be tested
today to see if it came from
the aircraft.



A youth had wheel-

Teacher in court: f5iis vours

t I' - was stopped by a h la tk
I [} ] |
CHARGE of stealing against a Mildura

ras dismissed in Mil- from the
lottew, was charged with
~thing from Zig-Fields in CourtS

on August 3.
empty hanger is removed tm
immediately she said.

“When | spoke to her in
Langtree Avenue, she acted =
as if she had not realised I r u C k It
she had taken the clothes,”
Peake said.

Cottew later told Police-
woman Penne Graham that I
the medication she was on C O S e
must have had something to
do with her actions.

Cottew said she went to a
doctor who prescribed her C a r " p
three 'sorts of medicine and -
told her to stay off work . . .
| A semi trailer was oil
or a week.

“On the Thursday | small sedan as they travellt
walked up the street to  Highway near Sunnycliffs.
post some letters. | felt

completely unaware  of Sergeant Bill Lane of the
what was going on around Traffic Operations Group.
me,” Cottew said. Mildura, who was travelling W

"l had no intention of nnrwritp direction
stealing any clothes from «
the shop.”

Dr R. Meyer, a resident
at Mildura Base Hospital,
said the side effects of some
drugs were accentuated by
people staying on their feet.

“People are affected by
drugs in different ways.
With any drug anything is
possible,” he said.

Police prosecutor.  Ser-
geant Ron Ritchie, said that
it was a calculated sort of
defence which Cottew had
worked out right from the
start.

He said there was no real
-wonce that the prescribed
drugs had frffAf.f.=* jon
Cottew.

FLY (
IE INC

icreosed during 1977/78
hief of the Department of
llett.

than five million vehicles
passed through roadblocks
during- 1977/78, and 125,000
of these carried fruit.
“Twenty five commer-
cial loads of fruit and
eight samples of fruit from
train travellers were also
infested,” he said.

said that, fruit flies,.or
mxlont« frnd In ﬂj Vit
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Metal
clue

to lost
plane

MELBOURNE, (AUP) -

A boat

will today retrieve pieces Of metal
spotted in Bass Strait by one of
the planes searching for a missing

light plane.

A rectangular piece of
white metal and a
similar piece of blue
metal were sighted
floating about 15 km off
Wye River yesterday.

A Department of
Transport spokesman
said last night that no
boats had been in the
area at the time of the
sighting, but the posi-
tion had been plotted
and the objects would be
collected today.

The spokesman said
the crew of the plane
which spotted the metal
believed it was more
likely to be ships’ waste
than plane wreckage,

Frederick Valentich,
20, vanished over Bass
Strait in a blue-and-
whtte Cessna 182 last
Saturday night after
reporting a mystery
craft hovering above
him.

STEPPED UP

The search for the
missing plane was step-
ped up yesterday after-
noon when four twin-
engined light planes
joined a long-range
maritime version of the
Nomad over the search
area.

The planes covered a
big triangular area
from Cape Schank to a
point 50 km east of King
island and across to
Cape Otway.

A Cessna 150 made a
land search of King
Island’s northern
beaches, and parties of

police and volunteers
also checked along the
coast of the island.

The results of tests on
an oil slick found about
half way across Bass
Strait in the search
area are expected to-
day.

The Department of
Transport spokesman
said that if the analysis
showed that the slick
was aviation fuel there
would be "a strong
possibility that the
plane’s there” .

He also said that
department officials
had "no reason to
suspect that Mr Valen-
tich was flying
anywhere other than
where he reported to
be” o
missing man's
father said yesterday he
still believed his son
could be alive.

Mr Guido Valentich
said he thought it was
possible that Frederick
had been taken by a
space craft.

"Maybe he is In outer
space, and maybe they
will release him in a
week or so —this is why

I could still see him
alive,” Mr Valentich
said.
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Boat to retrieve

metal pieces
In Bass Strait

MELBOURNE (AUP). A boat will today retrieve pieces oe
metal spotted in Bass Strait by one of the planes searching for a

missing light plane.

A rectangular piece of
white metal and a similar
piece of blue metal were
sighted floating about 15
km off Wye River
yesterday.

A Department of
Transport spokesman
said last night that no
boats had been in the
area at the time of the
sighting, but the position
had been plotted and the
lobjects would be collected
today. .

The spokesman said
the crew of the plane
which spotted the metal
believed it was more likely
to be ships’ waste than
plane wreckage.

Frederick Valentich.
20. vanished over Bass
Strait in a blue-and-
white Cessna 182 last
Saturday night after
reporting a mystery craft
hovering above him.

The search for the
Hissing plane was
stepped up yesterday
ifternoon when four twin
?ngined light planes
loined a long-range
maritime version of the
Nomad over the search
area.

The planes covered a
big triangular area from
Cape Schank to a point 50
km east of King Island !
and across to Cape
Otway.

OIL SUCK

A Cessna 150 made a
land search of King
Island’s northern
beaches, and parties of
police and volunteers also
checked along the coast
of the Island,

The results of tests on
an oil slick found about
half way across Bass

Strait in the search area
are expected today.

The Department of
Transport spokesman
said that if the analysis
showed that the slick was
aviation fuel there would
be ‘a strong possibility
that the plane's there.”

He also said that
department officials had
“no reason to suspect
that Mr Valentich was
flying anywhere other
than where he reported to
be.”

the missing man’s
father said yesterday he
still believed his son could
be alive.

Mr Guido Valentich
said he thought it was
possible that Frederick
had been taken by a space
craft.

“Maybe he is in outer
space, and maybe they
wiil release him in a wee;'
or two — this is why 7
could still see him alive,”
Mr Valentich said.

“It's a very abstract
thing, but all I know is he
was a strong believer in
UFOs and 1 think he
could nave been right.”

The search for the
missing plane will resume
this morning.
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MELBOURNE (AUP). A student died and his

M miliarGaZ e,Seri0O|HIyHill a,ter ,hey each drank abo“»
weekend *me,hodone at Caatlemalne during the

dead Inbadh“ ahufa?' o S,reet' Cas,lemaine'was found

mg.
His mate. Christopher Set-
tle. 17. also ol Barker street,

was found ,IyinP across his
bed in a critical condition.

He is now in ai
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Plane: Metal clue

Melbourne. — A boat today will retrieve pieces
of metal spotted in Bass Strait by one of the planes
searching for a missing light plane.

The search for the
missing plane was step-
ped up yesterday after-

said that if the analysis
showed that the slick was
aviation fuel there would

A rectangular piece of
white metal and a simi-
lar piece of Dblue metal

were  sighted  floating noon when four twin-en- be “a strong possibility
about 15 km. off Wye gined light planes joined that the plane’s there”.
River yesterday. a long-range maritime .

A Department of version of the Nomad He also said that de-
T r ansport spokesman over the search area. !c‘)artment officials had
said last night that no The planes covered a N0 reason 1o suspect
boats had been in the big triangular area from that Mr. Valentich was
area at the time of the Cape Schank to .a point [YiNg anywhere other
sighting, but the position 50 km. east of King Eg‘age”Where he reported
had been plotted and the |sland and across to Cape ' o ,
objects would be collect- Otway. P The  missing man’s
ed today. . A Cessna 150 made a father said yesterday he
*The spokesman said Jand search of King still ~ believed his son
the crew of the plane |l sland’s northern could be alive.
which spotted the metal peaches, and parties of Mr. Guido Valentich
believed it was more police and volunteers said he thought it was
likely to be shins’ waste galso checked along the possible that Frederick
than plane wreckage. coast of the island. had been taken by a

Frederick Valentich. 20,
vanished over Bass Strait
in a blue-and-white Cess-

na 182 last Saturday
night after reporting a
mysterv craft hovering

above him.

The results of tests on
an oil slick found about
halfway across Bass
Strait, in the search area
are expected today.

The Department  of
T ransport spokesman

space craft.

“Maybe he is in outer!
space, and maybe they
will release him in a week
or so — this is why |
could still see him alive,”
Mr. Valentich said.
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called off

MELBOURNE (AUP). -

The search for alight plane which

vanished over Bass Strait was called off last night.

The mystery of the missing single'engined Cessna 182 is
to square one pending the results of tests on an oil slick found in the

search area last Sunday.

Scientists at the
Defence Department
m aterials research

laboratory at Marlbyr-
nong had still not com-
pleted their analysis
last night.

A epartment of
Transport spokesman
said yesterday that If
the tests showed that the
slick was aviation fuel
the missing plane would
“probably be In the
same place”. _

The spokesman said
that aircraft and shipp-
ing passing through the
search area would be

asked to watch for possi-

ble plane wreckage.
“Should anything be

found the search will
resume.” he said.

A Department of
Transport twin-engined
Aero Commander

will
make further beach
searches around the

coast of King Island to-
day and tomorrow, but
the search was called
offat7p.m. yesterday.

VANISHED

The missing plane
vanished at 7.12 p.m.
last Saturday between
Cape Otway and King
Island, seconds after
pilot, Frederick Valen-

90 reDorted a

mystery craft hovering
above him.

Eight civil aircraft
and an RAAF Orion
were Involved in the

search for the Cessna
overthe pastfour days.

The planes covered a
7000-square mile area
and spent more than 70
hours In the air during
the search.

Pieces of metal spot-
ted in Bass Strait about
15 km off Wye River on
Tuesday were not col-
lected yesterday
because search
organisers believed the
pieces were In the
wrong position to be
wreckage from t)re
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Plane
search
IS Off

Melbourne. —  The
scorch for a light plane

oiL SLICK
which vanished over Bass f CO NTI N UE

night. 1 S t*
The mystery of the J;k m e Bas trait

. missing single-engined
, Cessna 182 is now back
to square one, pending
the results of tests on an
oil slick found in the
search area last Sunday. ’

Scientists at the De-
fence Department ma-
terials research labora- . From
tory at Maribyrnong had available tod*ayC°® UI"S”
still not completed then-
analysis last night.

A Department of
Transport spokesman
said yesterday that if
the tests showed that the
slick was aviation fuel
the missing plane would It is believed that the
"probably be In the same analysis has taken so long
place”. because the oil fSa falr®

The spokesman said : :
. ; weak solution with a lot
; that aircraft and ship- of water in the sample.

ping passing through the
seﬁr((:jh area hwc%uld be ehilo s

asked to watch for pos- tlc rwler <p-
Siblseh pl?(?e Wrecrlfage, b % Wu? Eé%s?@ 85

"Shou anythin e K
found tﬂe sea&}éh W?“ re- Right afte® L AFYIAN CO M P LETED
sume,” he said. .

A Department _ of SSH5H8K-“ra i MELBOURNE
Aot P Commander > Wil [AUP) — Tests on a
Slake further beach sample of oil slick from
searches around the the Bass search are for
CnSst of King Island a missing plane have

TESTS ON
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today and tomorrow, but
the search was called off
at_7 p.m. yesterday.

The misSing plane van-
ished at 712 p.m. last
Saturday between Cape
Otway and King Island,
seeonds after pilot, Fred-
erick Valentich, 20, re-
|El)orteq a mystery craft

overing above him.

Eight civil aircraft and
a RAAF Orion were in-
volved in the search for
lhe Cessna during the
past four days.

Tlie planes covered a
7000-square mile area
and spent more than 70
hours in the air during
the search.

The only plane used
yesterday was a Beech-
craft Baron which made
two four-hour searches
of a 24-mile radius
around a point 20 miles
north-east Of Cape 'Wick-
ham.

Pieces of metal spot-
ted in Bass Strait about
15 km off Wye River on
Tuesday were not col-
lected yesterday because
search = organisers be-
lieved the pieces were in
the wrong position to be
wreckage from the plane.

ggjjr&~"SPJltsl

still not been completed.

A Department of
Transport spokesman
said last night that the
results of the analysis
could be available to-
day.

Defence Department
scientists have been
testing the oil to
establish whether it is
aviation fuel. .

It Is believed that the
analysis has taken so
long because the oil is a
fairly weak solution
with a lot of water in the
sample.



ﬂected to be 40 per cent,
igher this season in-
stead of the previous es-
timate of 22 per cent,
higher “so it’s a good
thing — not only for
farmers but it's a good
thing for the whole ot
the Australian people,”
Mr. Fraser said. - AUP.

M G

Howard Smith.
WONGALA, laid ﬁ

No, 2 Corio Quay Sout

Agent Swansea Manage-

A ment.

EXPECTED ARRIVALS
CELLANA, today to

load petroleum products.

gﬁfilll'\ery Pier, Agent:
ell.

MOBIL AUSTRALIS,
Sunday, to load petrol-
eum products, Refinery
Pier. Agent: Howard
Smith.

nt yesterday th
S5statement by t

X in answer to a que
N9 from the Leader o

ition without notice)
so Opposmon Mr Hayi

FR;%E\)/I WARKI}_]AM BOOL Anthony wil
a,ra. m-
Monday to Thursday /e undertakmg fur
4.23 p.m. 7.03 p.in. n 3lscusslons with
Friday only: or ustry.’
0.30 pan. 9.20 p.m. But Mr Fraser
FROM PORT FAIRY-* iy not address himsei
Monday to Thursday te the question of whel
3.30 p. md 7|03 p.tn. he agreed with the st
530 p Friday oy m ?SJ; ment or whether
- Saturda p-m. gr Might be changed.
y He said Mr Anth.
oJO  MELBOURNE! _g
eparts i I
Departs o Arrives WHRAM the FResBALSHI
7.25 a,ill. 8.35 am.
820 am. 9.33 am.
9.20 a.m. 10.35 a.m.
00.02 am. gtli. Geei.l
10.20 am. 11.25 a.m.
11.20 a.m. 12.35 p.m.
1220 p.m. 1.35 pm.
220 pm. 330 pm.
4.05 p.m. 520 pm,
520 p.m. 6.20 pm.
6.00 pm. 720 p m.
7,15 p.m.
TO BALLARA
®.00 a.m. . 10.47 am.
5.45 p.m. 7.30 p.m.
TO WARRNAMBOOI.
1040 a.m. 125 p.m.

p.m. 10.10 pm.
TO PORT FAIRY*
1040 am. 23S_p.ni,
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Search
for pilot

continues

Melbourne. — A group
of RAAF Air Training ,
Corps mates of missing m
pilot, Frederick Valert-
tieh. have gone to Cape
Otway to conduct their
own private ground
search.

. 2Jle hissing Pilot's
rather. Mr.  Guido Valen-
tich, said last night the
group left on Thursda
afternoon to search thic
forest at the cape in
case Frederick had crash-
d there and was injur-

Mr. Vajentich said he
was waiting to hear from
the group but thought
they  would probablv
stay down there for the
weekend at least.

Valentich's  girlfriend
Rhonda Rushton. 16. also
went to Cape Otway with
her parents on Thursday
to look at the last section
of land Valentich is sup-
posed to have been near.

Both Miss Rushton and
Valentich’'s RAAF mates
believe he would have
turned back towards
land when he had en-
ine trouble last Satur-
ay evening.

Miss Rushton said last
night: "T believe Fred is
still alive and probably
crashed down there
(Cape Otway).

“One of the reasons 1
went down to Cape Ot-
way was to see the type
or terrain Fred is in.”
she said.

She said Valentich had
often told her he was
“scared of water”,

“1 saw him the night
oeTore he disappeared
and he told me aerain
that he was scared of
the water.

13

Il he had any trouble
lie would have headed
for land, that's for
sure.”

Valentich. 20, vanish-
ed last Saturday evening
on a flight to King
Island after reporting
over the radio that an
unidentified object was
“hovering on " top of
me".
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may Have m

THE search for a pilot who disap-
peared over Baet Strait laet
weekend has pwltched to land.

A group of RAAF mates of the pilot
Frederick Valentich, have gone to Cape
Otway to conduct their own private ground

SGThe pilot's father, Mr Guido Valentich,

said last night the group left on Thursday
afternoon to search thick forest at the Cape
in case Frederick had crashed tnere and

"AValentich said he was waiting to hear

freBut he thought they would probably stay
there for the weekend at least.

e Lt e

Valentich’s girlfriend, Rhonda I_?ushton,

ifi also went to Cape Otway with her
parents on Thursday to look at the'ast sec®

tion of land Valentich is supposed to have
been near. f

Both Miss Rushton and Valentich's
RAAF mates believe he would have turned
back towards land when he had engine
trouble last Saturday.

Miss Rushton said last night: “1 beheve

Fred is still alive and probably crashed
there.

“ One of the reasons 1went down to Cape
Otway was to see the type of terrain rred is
in,” she said.
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&She saidoValentich had often told her
was “scared of water.

“1saw him the night before he disap-
peared and he told me again that he was
scared of the water.

“If he had any trouble he would have
headed for land, that’'s for sure.

Valentich, 20, vanished last Saturday
evening on a flight to King Island after
reporting over the radio that an uniden-
tified object was “ hovering on top ot me.

A wide search was called off on Wednes-
day night after six planes had patrolled the
area for four days without finding any trace
of Valentich or his plane.

e



. n»-<r city lathers
nd mothers, almost blew
tis cool.

But he’s a nice chap.

Imagine serving up after-
icon tea and smiiing like a
henlb at the evil-minded
>ounder who had plastered
he word across the front
>age of the Border Mail.

Yet that's what Big John
lid.

Talk about turning the
>ther cheek.

One had to doff one’s lid
0 him.

“Big John, you are all
ieart.” we said to ourselves

how

air last

£ John

_.,. TTtmg a single

minimum of abuse at the
press.

Even while the rest of the
civic heavies were pouring
scorn on the scribes, Big
John remained calm.

Big John preferred tg look
on the bright side of things.

His news was heartening.

Why, there was a million
bucks stashed away for a
rainy day, he told us.

He called the money
reserves.

Put in any words you like
it’'s a lot of hay.

It all belongs to the
ratepayers.



We thought of making a
suggestion.

How about drawing it out
and sticking it on La Mer in
the W. S. Cox Plate today—
for a win of course.

We figured La Mer would
start about even money and
bolt in even with Albury on
its back.

That would give the coun-
cil a million bucks to play
around with for a start.

One million bucks.

Too much for the mind to
grasp.

Too little for the work
that needs to be done.

No, Big John would be
too prudent to risk the cof-
fers to that extent
notwithstanding Cleaver
Bunton’s speculation of the

It's a safe bet that if
anyone had petitioned for
the council’s bankruptcy we
would have htard about it
by now.

On the othe' hand, if all
those roads ar« so bad, all
those sewers so full and all
those drains so inadequate
and the counci, is responsi-
ble but without the money
to fix them, then the horse
is of altogether a different
color.

We will bet a buck any
old day that many a year
will pass beforn Albury can
boast its roads are the best
surfaced, itfc sewers impec-
cable and its drinking water
as pure as virgin snow and
twice as cold.

What the hell we-, all the
fuss about anyway?

catching
something on council

property or drinking
themselves ill on council
water.

e Lastly, South
Australians be invited to

fund a large excavated tank
to service ANM. As we are
assured that the water leav-
ing the mill will be pure, it is
obvious that the mill could
continue to use the same
water forever, with perhaps
a little topping up of pon-
dage as required.

The opportunity
‘our feet.

ljet us become to envious
Victorians the sin and fun
fifty of the south or shall we
be content to sink ig-
nominouslv into debt-ridden
squalor? - “PUBLICO”,
*Albury.

lies at
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1 Missing
pilot’s
mates
search

MELBOURNE

(AUP). A group of

RAAF Air Training Corpa mates of missing

pilot,

Frederick Valentich, have gone to

Cape Otway to conduct their own private

ground search.

The missing| pilot’s
father, Mr Guido Valen-
tich, said last night the
group left on Thursday
afternoon to search thick
forest at the Cape in case
Frederick had crashed
there and was injured,

Mr Valentich said he
was waiting to hear from
the group but thought
they would probably stay
down there for the
weekend at least.

Vaientlch’s girl friend,
Rhonda Rushton, 16, also
went to Cape Otway with
her parents on Thursday
to look at the last section
of land Valentich Is sup-
posed to have been near.

Both Miss Rushton and
Valentich’s RAAF mates
believe he would have
turned back toward land
when he had engine trou-
ble last Saturday evening.

Miss Rushton said last
night: “1 believe Fred is
still alive and probably
crashed down there (Cape
Otway).

One of the reasons |
went down to Cape Otway
was to see the type of ter-
rain Fred is in,"” she said.

She said Valentich had
often told her he was
“scared of water."

MYSTERY

“l saw him the night
before he disappeared
and he told me again that
he was scared of the
water.

“1f he had any trouble
he would have headed for
land, that’s for sure."

Valentich, 20, vanished
last Saturday evening on
a flight to King Island
after reporting over the
radio thatan unidentified
object was “hovering on
top of me.’

A wide search, which
was called off on Wednes-
day night after six planes
had patrolled the area for
four days failed to find
any trace of Valentich or
Ms Plane.

The week-old mystery
disappearance Is still no
closer to solution after
Transport Department
officials said yesterday
that an oil slick found In
Bass Strait did not come
from Valentich’s single-
engine Cessna 182

A Transport Depart-
ment spokesman said
yesterday that the oil was
a “weak mix" and was
probably marine diesel.

The Transport Depart-
ment revealed yesterday
that when Valentich
vanished, apparently
near Cape Otway, he had
enough fuel to travel 800
km (500 miles) or to keep
him airborne for about
230 minutes.

But experts In the
Transport Department
believe Valentich
vanished over Bass Strait
and did not go elsewhere.

"We have no evidence
to prove Valentich is
anywhere else,”a Tran-
sport Department official
said yesterday.

"He would have very
real trouble landing
anywhere unnoticed."”

NIGHT LIGHTS

But the Transport
Department admit they
had no proof that Valen-
tich was near Cape Otway
because he was flying In
uncontrolled air space
and too low to be picked
up on radar.

A Transport Depart
ment spokesman said 1
had also been establishes
that Valentich did not as
the King Island alrpoti
controllers to switch on
the runway lights for his
night landing.

After Valentich radioed
to control that he was In
trouble they arranged for
the lights to he switched
on at King Island.

The spokesman said It
was unusual that Valen-
tich had not made the re-

_Quest

Ballarat, Vic.
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INTELLIGENCE

DUESSELDORF, West

Germany (AAP). Heavy
atmospheric pollution
may reduce child

intelligence, according to
scientific tests carried out
by Duesseldorf
University.

Professor Hans-Werner
Schilpkoeter, who tested
800 schoolchildren in the
steel town of Duisburg,
said that those with a
higher concentration of
lead in their systems
showed a lower
intelligence quotient (1Q)
and a reduced ability to
learn.

Labor Minister
Friedhelm Farthmann
told a Press conference
that the investigation
had aroused a *“fearful
suspicion.”

The children tested had
a disturbingly high lead
content in their milk
teeth, he said.

But he said that, as
lead deposits only huild
up over a long time, the
findings were no
indication of the present
level of atmospheric
pollution.

SERVICE

and SALES

Color&B&W TV
Antennas
Stereos
Cassette Recorders
Appliances

Largest stock of spare
parts in Ballarat. Factory
trained technicians. -

John Thomas

*co.

27 Dovaton SL Nth.
Ph: 31 3682

Cold fronts <
will move into the

A high south of West
Australia Is moving steal
east.

Following the cold tron
south-west to southerly
be maintained across Viet
during the forecast perioc

Rain fell In all district
Victoria yesterday.

Capital city lemperati
yesterday: Melbourne 1
14.9: Brisbane 25. 17; Syr
28, 16; Canberra 23. 8; Ho
20, 15; Darwin 30. 21; Adel
18, 12; Perth 25. 11.

Ballarat details

Ballarat had a cool
yesterday, with the first b
average maxim
temperature for more ths
week.

The maximum recot
with 14.9 degrees, 1.5 deg
below the October aver
The minimum ten
recorded was 10.8 dei
above the average. Rainfa
the 24 hours to 3 pm wa

m.
OFFICIAL WEATHER
READINGS
Maximum
Minimum ...

Rainfall: 24 hours to 3
10 mm; month 74.9 mm; 3
616.9 mm.

Averages: Maximum 1
minimum 7.1; rainfall 68 r

CITY SUMMARY

According to the rool
weather station at 3
Ballarat had an odd
yesterday. The t
maximum recorded was
degrees at midnight
Thursday. The maxim
during the day was 14 deg,
at noon and 1 pm.

The minimum recorded
4.5 degrees at 11 pm 1
night.

Rainfall to 11 pm was 7
mm

Weather Bureau
forecasts

VICTORIA: A few shower
southern and mount:
districts but fine in the noi
Generally cool to mild day
moderating south-west
southerly wind, fresh at f
off Gippsland, Moderate
abating.

CLASSES

English & Reading for Primary and
Secondary students.

Preparation for Driving Licence.
Specialised classes for women
returning to study.

Diagnosis & Remediation of
Reading Difficulties.

Small Group or Individual Tuition

PHONE A KAUFMANN
34 1668 or 44 7368

BEAT THE HEAT

Have a Lucas
flIHow

Air Conditioner
unnr w"*
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Ist pilot’s
girlfriend
searches

Otways

Melbourne. —The girlfriend of

missing Melbourne pilot,

Fred-

erick Valenticli, yesterday made
an aerial search around the Cape
Otway-Apollo Bay area.

Rhonda Rushton, 17, of East Preston, flew in
a chartered twin-engined plane that traced the
flight path Valenticb was reportedly on before he

vanished eight days ago,

During the two and a
half hour flight, Rhonda
scoured miles of blankefc-
like forests between Cape
Otway and Lome with
binoculars.

She still firmly believes
Valenticli has crashed in
that area after turning
back to the cape when
he reported engine
trouble about 12 nautical
miles from land,

"I'm sure he would
have turned back, he al-
ways told me that’s what
he’d do if he got Into
trouble over the sea,” she
said yesterday.

Miss Rushton, a shop
assistant, said she had
flown with Valentich on
many occasions during
the sis months she had

been going out with
him.
“"He’s a very cautious
ilot.

"Whenever we went on
any long trips, he would
always tell me to keep
a look out for fiat un-
fenced paddocks in case
we had

to make an
emergency landing,” she
said. .
Although obviously

awed by the, thick, deso-
late terrain along Cape
Otway, Miss Rushton
still believes Valentich is
alive. "1 Just have this
feeling he’s alive. 1
don’t know how to de-
scribe it: it’s Just a cer-
tain feeling,” she said,

Valentich, 20. vanished
shortly after 7 P.m. on

Saturday. October 41,
during his first night
flight to King Island.

Shortly before his dis-
appearance he reported
that an unidentified ob-

ject was "hovering on
top of_me”,
A 7000 ' km search

which was called on last
Wednesday after planes
had patrolled the area
for four days, failed to
find an% trace of Valen-
tich or his single-engined
Cessna 182,

One of the pilots in-
volved in the search, Mr

Bob Thorpe, of Flinders
Island irlines, com-
mented yesterday that
Bass Strait had been un-
usually dead calm for
about 10 days.

A Transport Depart-
ment spokesman = said
that when the strait
chopﬁed up again some
wreckage might be found,

A group of Air Train-
in Corps mates of
Valentich have also
searched the Cape Otway
area from the ground
during the past four
days. But they found no
trace of Valentich or his

plane. | .
A twin-engined Aerb
Commander also con-

ducted a fruitless search
between Torquay ahd
Peterborough on Satip--

ao~ — AUP.



THE circle Has turned for Leyland
On release in 1961 it had the im

Not since Germany's car for the
Holdens, had a car caught on so qui

It was a marvel in Its
time, easier to handle
than a supermarket
trolley, surprisingly
roomy and with the
agility of a cat that's
strayed into the Lost
Dogs’ Home.

As the years passed
the Mini got the VW
treatment, no change for
change's sake, just a
little_ bit better each

Drive a '78 Mini sen-
sibly and it repays with
around 100 kilometres for
seven litres of gas or
40-plus mpg in the old
Iar_l\_guage. i

ramp an eight and
etrol  consumption is
alved; send the Mini
away in a hurry and
you~ lose only 20" to 25
per cent.

Leyland is cashing in
with” the far from new
ploy ‘of a special pro-
duction run — a Limited
Edition Mini LS, a beer-
ed up go get 'em re-
turn — almost — to the
%ood old days of the
ooper.

Instead of a litre of
the standard Mini the
LS comes with a jugful
1275 cc engine, a com-
pression ratio lift from
83 to 881, with brake
horsepower up corres-
pondingly from 29 KW
at 5200 revolutions to 40
at 5250. Maximum tor-
que is up nearly a third.

The Mini is a perform-
er again, nimble at the
lights, lifting smartly in
every gear, then settling
breezily into the high-
way limits.
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But he’s still alive, savs Rhonda

PILOT'S GIRLFRIEND

THE girlfriend of a missing
Melbourne pilot has given up her
search for him.

But she believes he is still alive, more than
a week after he disappeared.

Rhonda Rushton, 17, returned home after spending
two days combing beaches and bush near Cape
Otway, on Victoria’s south coast..

Rhonda said a small group of friends would con-
tinue searching for any sign of plane wreckage.

She said she still had a feeling Frederick Valentich,
20, had been forced to land and was waiting
somewhere to be rescued.

“l know he's alive, | just know it.”

Rhortda, who had been dating Valentich for six
months, said she had often gone flying with him.

He had asked her to go with him to King Island the
night htf disappeared.

“[ wanted to go, but I couldnt make it from my
home in Hast Preston to Moorabhin in time,” she
said.

“Now | wish | had gone.”

Rhonda denied a report that she had gone to Cape
Otway for a “secret rendezvous” with Valentich.

GIVES UP
SEARCH

“1 had only gone there to satisfy my own mind
about what had happened,” she said.

"If 1had known where Fred was, | would have dob-
bed him in.”

A twin-engined Aero Commander searched Vic-
toria’s coast yesterday between Torquay and Peter-
borough. but tailed to find any trace of the plane.

Valentich reported being buzzed by an unidentified
living craft in the minutes before losing radio contact
over Bass Strait nine days ago.

His last report was that he was havihg problems
with a rough engine as the strange craft hovered above
him.



Des Zwar

30, 1978

GRADUAL GF\’/

By COLLEEN THOMSON

DES Zwar is a man with a
vast and varied background
INn writing.

His career has taken him from
journalism and feature writing
through to co-writing novels and
now to writing his own book.

Des started his journalistic career as a
cadet with the Border Mail in the early
1950s and then moved to the Melbourne

AHe then went to the London Daily Mail,
returning to Melbourne in 1960 where he
established the T\ Times for the ABC.

In 1970 he returned to the Daily Mail and
became a feature writer.,

Des returned for a visit to the Border
District last week.

Des moved to his present home at Cairns
where he bought a paper, Focus News, and
sold it in 1975 to concentrate on writing
books.

"Writ
graduat

(13 l &ﬁ
feature
writing.

(13 NOW
only a
experier

Des h.
collabor
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Melbourne.—Mystery surrounds r
the dis;>>pcarance of a light piano”
over Bass Strait at the weekend.

A full'air and sea search between Kin”'
Island and the Victorian coast yesterdaj /
failed to find any trace of the plane, v

The aingle-engincd Cessna 1S2's radio cut q ,nt
at 7.12 p.m. on Saturday, seconds.after the pf lot
told oil traffic contiollws an unidentified obf ject
was hovering above him,

Four minutes earlier the ﬁilot, Mr, WFreds rick
Vaientlch 20, radioed that the craTt was ff ying
toward Win at a speed, he could, not estIRiat®

When asked by atr traffic controllers to del icribe
the object ho said it was "a lons Shape with * a tort
of metallic light on the outside.

He was told- there were no planes In thfareah
Mr. Vaientlch radioed tliat his ens roug!
idlimg and aeughing, . Lt R
After the Melbourne flight &enl«JUMd ack-
nowledged that call there was a long,’ notable
noLse tan the radio and nothing more w as heard

air. “ddermfatié parents said teBt if ,ght tliat
their sorl. the eldest of four children, hi planned
to fIY to King Island and lbring back f omc.Cray-
fish later on Saturday night. f \

Tltev did not believe a theory aaq anted yes-
terday thHt Frederick may have accidentally turn-
ed the plane upeldc down or into a; 1steép bank
after becoming disoriented In the of:irk.

Mr. Guido Vaientlch said he belt* ved the De-
partment of Transport was "trying- to cover up
so peonle won't get. alarmed.”, .

A department spokesman said 1» st night that
if the piano had “inverted" the pUiot could have
seen light from the Cape Otway :.r id King Island
light houses reflected on cloud Ag_aW'\ :hes above him.
man said .condition's in the area
when the plane vanished at aboif t 4500 feet were
perfect and he should have had ( almost unlimited.
vision. ' r -
An RAAF plana searching tir e area |
spotted ~fui ou”sli® ~on~thr ““i .k r and

lect"Aam?teTOttF*o see !
Another single engine j , disappeared wlth-
out trace in Bass Stra™*® = - ), 1969.
The Full piano crasl eight kilo-
metres off Cape Otw ~ Kins
Island and i ‘ ' ; PT the Plane
was ever feun

e Dec
the plane i

.73\

Radio m/essages

Department of Trans]. spokesman Mr. Ken
Williams _said yestwda Mr. Valentlch's radio
transmissions were:—

7: Mr. Vaientlch radio
ed the Melbourne fligl
service, tliat he was ov
Cape Otway and headl. ew seconds later
for Km?/l Island. 1 Mr. Vaientlch said the

7.06, Mr. Vaientlch 1*- object had vanished. He
dioed again asking r if asked If It was yet
there was nny known;, air known. "What type ~of
traffic In his area b itiow aircraft | have got? Is
5000 reet. Thera was ‘' not. It military?" He was told
Mr. Vaientlch: *T fhcra there were no military
seems to be a largf.ii nilr- planes in the area.
craft below 5000 fe fet,M 712 Mr.. Vaientlch:

Ke was asked, what “The engine 15 rough
kind of alrcraff i. Mr. idling and coughing." He
Vaientlch: "I cannot  Was asked what were hla
(l:)o_nfrl]rml._ hIt \er ;:Ishfour Intentions. Mr. Valen-

right lights, ch ap- tich: "I'm proceeding to

ear to be land* hg Ilghgs. King IStand. Ur!kngown
he aircraft has just aircraft Is hovering on

over r he about top of me. It is not an
10(;_(; feet above. > aircraft.”

green light and a sort of
metallic’ light on the
outside.”

e was ask id If he After  the Melbourne

was sure. It wi is a large
aircraft. Mr . Vaientlch:
"Affirmative. At II_the
speed it was . travelling,
are there any .ftAAF a'?
craft in the v' Jclnity?' He
was told the ~c were no
RAAF planes ; nearby.

708 Mr.i Vaientlch
said: "It la approaching
from due east towards
me. It seem a to be play-
ing. some r ©rt of game.
Flying at ? . speed | can-
not cstimat

He said his altitude
was 4500 feet and that
he could r iot identify the
object. s
_ 1M ~M*,, Vaientlch: "It
is not an_ aircraft.
It's . « > " Radio con-
tact was broken briefly.

Mr. Vs "lentich was then
asked to describe the ob-
ject. M>>. Vaientlch: "It
is tlyint past. It Is a
long Ffiape, 1 cannot
identify more than that.
It’s coining for me right
now." ;

710 - Mr. Vaientlch:
"It seams to be Station-
ary. I'm orbiting and the
thing;is orbiting on top
of me.also. It has a

flight service had ack-
nowledged that call,
there was a long metallic
noise on the radio and
nothing more was heard
from the plane.
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PILOT WIDENS

THE search for a pilot missing over Bass Strait was ex-
tended late yesterday to cover a large part of Victoria’s

Oil slick

to bo
probed

west coast.

The pilot reported on Saturday night that an unidentified flying
object was buzzing him for 15 minutes.

Radio contact was lost soon afterwards.

Hopes of locating the
pilot, Frederick Valentich,
20, rose briefly earlier in the
day when crew of nn Air
Force Orion plane reported
“wreckage” about 25
nautical miles off Cap?
Wickham on King Island's
northern point.

The boat from King

Island sent earlier to collect
samples of an oil slick
sighted on Sunday revealed
the "wreckage" to be
nothing more than partly
submerged cardboard fruit
cartons and plastic bags.

A Transport Department
nfflcjBl  id nn o', sample

Jwott]<1 be brought to
MeUtoumo in an attempt to
determihe if it was aircraft
fuel. R oo

Radio contact was lost
with Valentich on Saturday
night after he reported that
a UFO was hovering over
him and the plane’s engine
was running rough while he
was off Cape Otway.

Ltapmtfrieiit officials said
they believed Valentich
became disorientated and
saw his-own light or the
lights of Cape Otway and
King Island while flying up-
sidu down.

A department official
said he believed n tape of
the conversation between
the pilot and air flight ser-
vice at Tullamarine would
be examined by air safety
experts.

A Nomad plane yesterday -
scoured an urea from Warr-
nambool to Cape Otway on
the State's south-west
coast. o

The Air Force Orion
covered the likely Bass
Strait route, and a Cessna
the King Island region. *

The man who chose
Valentich as nn air training
instructor, Sq Ldr Ronald
Grandy. said valentich was
hand-picked because he was
“no fool".

Valentich was
headed, he said.

"Young Fred taught here
on Friday, nights and often
helped out diming the week
— 1don't know how I'm go-
ing to replace him," Sq Ldr
Grandy said.

He said Valentich worked

level-

for the air training corps nn
o voluntary basis and spent
much of his time preparing

for his commercial pilot's
licence. -
The mystery disap-

pearance brought a rush of
UFO sighting reports to
transport officials in the
past two days.

Mr Guido Valentich, the
father of the missing pilot,
said he believed a UFO may
have taken his son.

.Mr Valentich said his son
had "wanted to be nothing
else but an airline pilot ever
since he was 12’ ..

Frederick had spent three
years ns a cadet with the
KAAF Air Training Corps.

Very
positive

He hnd been living about
two years ami held his uns
restricted licence since last
February.

Frederick .was “very
positive and doesn't talk
nonsense,” Mr Valentich
said.

“He' believed in UFOs
.ind told me he had seen
classified material at the
Sale RAAF- base which con-
firmed his beliefs,” he said.

A Transport, Department
spokesman said Valentich
wasn't, very experienced and
could have accidentally
turned the plane upside
down and seen his owtii
light.

He said inverting a plane
was easy tn do, especially if
a pilot was inexperienced.

A pilot who confirmed
this theory said: "It was
dark and Valentich could
easily have lost himself.

"You must remember he
didn't hnve an instrument
rating," he said.

He said pilots often
"inverted" without reg
it for a while
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MELBOURNE, (AUP) -

Hopes of finding miss-
ing Melbourne pilot, Frederick Valentich alive
faded yesterday after a major search found no
trace of him or his plane.

But his parents were confident last night Valentich would be
found safe, although he has not been heard from since he
disappeared mysteriously on Saturday night.

"We've still got a hope," his father, Mr Guido Valentich, said
from his Avondale Heights home.

“He may have crashed and is hurt, or something else may have hap-

pened/'

Ry,

%

Frederick Valentich, 20, vanished over Bass Strait while flying his single-
engined Cessna 182 to King Island.

KING
The
of the

ISLAND (AUP).
disappearance
light aircraft
and its pilot over Bass
Strait highlighted a
number of sightings of

bright lights and
following lights
reported by King

A big air, land and
sea sedroh in the past
4* hours between I§Iing
island and the Vic-
torian coast has failed
to find any trace of the
pilotor his plane.

Valentlch’s radio cut
outat 7.12pm on Satur-
day, seconds after he
told air traffic con-
trollers that a large ob-
ject hovering above him
was' ‘notan aircraft.”

Mr Valentich said the
object had a green light
and a type of metallic
lighton the outside.

He said he was or-
biting "and the thing Is
orbiting on top of me.*

Two minutes later he
maid: "Unknown air-
craft Is hovering on top
of me. It Is not an air-
craft.”

Island people over the -

last six weeks.
Reports "of the
sightings came from all
over the Island, par-
ticularly In the north,
and reports were made
to the police and to the
*King Island News™.

Six weeks ago Sgt i

Jack Woodward of Cur-
rie police was notified of
strange lights or flares
appearing off the north
of the Island near New
Year Island.

Three fishing boats
from Currie searched
the area and an Orion
from Canberra also
joined the search

A nursing sister at the
King Island District
Hospital travelling
home to Grassy last
week stopped her car to
watch bright unfamiliar
lights moving across the

A letter to the editor,
published In the King
Island News on
September20said: “We
are writing to your
paper to see If anyone
other than ourselves has
seen any sightings of
strange moving lights In
the sky.”

- ——

A long metallic noise
followed, then silence.

Department of
Transport officials said
the pilot had remained
calm during the radio
message.

Officials believe he
may have been flying
upside down and
became confused by
reflection of lights.

However, aviation
sources said last night
the Cessna 182 would
have been able tofly for
only 50 seconds upside
down because Its fuel
tanks were situated In
the wings and relied on
gravity to feed the
motor.

A fishing vessel pick-
ed up samples of an oil
slick about 40km north-
east of Cape Wickham,
King Island’s most nor-
thern point, late yester-
day.

came from the aircraft.
An R.A.A.F. Orion, a
Cessna 130 and a
maritime Nomad were
also used In the search,
Several fruit boxes
and bags were found
floating about four km
- from the oil slick yester-1

day.

Mr Valentich is
believed to have taken a |
container with him In|
the plane to bring back .
lobsters from King
Island but searchers!
last night ruled out the |
theory that the fruit.
boxes and bags were
from the plane.

Department of
Transport officials have
estimated the plane
would have crashed In
the same area as the™r”
slick,
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A pilot missing in Bass Strait reported

being buzzed by an unidentified object for a quarter of an hour before los-
ing radio contact with Melbourne air traffic controllers, a Department of

Transport spokesman said yesterday.

The department's public
relations officer, Mr Ken
Williams, said the pilot
radioed air traffic con-
trollers at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday and reported an
aircraft flying below him
at about 4500 feet.

Mr Williams ,said the

controllers told the pilot
there were, no other
planes in the area.
' He said the pilot then
asked control to check If
it could be an Air Force
plane, considering the
speed it was travelling.

The controllers reported
no other aircraft, including
Air Force planes, in the
area.

The pilot then told con-
trollers the object was
long and metallic, with
four bright lights on the
top, and appeared to be
playing with his Cessna.

The pilot’s last com-
munication with ground
control was that he was
having trouble with one
engine after the object
had hovered over him for
some time but he was

heading  towards
Island . . >;

Mr Williams said . the
department  believed it
was possible the pilot was
disoriented and was flying
his plane upside down
during the conversation
With ground control.

It was possible the pilot
was seeing the lights of
the Cape Otway light-
house and that of King

King

Island as he was flying

inverted in the early
eevening.

He said an R.AA.F.
Orion search aircraft

spotted an oil slick in the
area where the light plane
was believed to have gone

down.
The missing pilot is
Frederick Valentich of

Avondale Heights, a Mel-
bourne suburb.

Seqguence of events

Following Is a transcript of exchanges between air controllers in Melbourne
and pilot Frederick Valentich shortly before his Cessna disappeared.

At the time of his disappearance
Valentich was headed for King Island
south-west of Melbourne.

At 1900 hours Saturday the aircraft
reported over Cape Otway (south-west of
Melbourne) that he' was proceeding to
King Island.

At 1906 the aircraft asked Melbourne
flight service if there was any known
traffic in the area below 5000 ft. Flight
sendee replied no known traffic in your
area. The pilot then called up and said
there seemed to be a large aircraft below
5000 ft. Flight service requested the type

of aircraft and the pilot replied; “l can-
not confirm. It has four bright lights
that appear to be landing lights. The

aircraft has passed over me about 1000
ft above.”

Flight service then queried him: "Is it
a large aircraft?” The pilot responded in
the affirmative — “and at the speed it’s
traveUing are there any R.A.A.F. aircraft
in the vicinity?” Flight service negatived
that reply.

At 1908 .the pilot again called up and
said: “It’'s approaching from due east
towards me. It sec-ms to me to be play-
ing some sort of game. It’s flying at a
speed | cannot estimate.”

Flight sendee then queried his alti-
tude and the pilot replied 4500 ft. Flight
service then asked him: “Can you con-
firm you can’t identify aircraft?” And
the pilot replied “affirmative.”

At 1909 the aircraft again called up
and said, “It’'s not an aircraft it’s . .
“and there was a temporary break in
transmission.

Flight service again called him up and
said: “Can you describe the aircraft?”
The pilot replied: “It is flying past, it is
a long shape. | cannot identify more
than that. It's coming for me right
now.”

At 1910 flight service asked him how
large it was and the pilot replied: “It
seems to be stationary. I'm orbiting and
the thing is orbiting on top of me also.
It has a green light and a sort of
metallic light on the outside.”

A few, seconds later the pilot told
flight service that the object had van-
ished. Flight service then asked him to
confirm that the object had vanished.
The pilot confirmed that. And then

asked: “Do you know what type of air-
craft Ivc got. Is it military?” Flight
service responded no known military

traffic in the area.

At 1912 the pilot tohl flight service
his engine was rough idling and was
coughing. Flight service then asked him
his intentions. The pilot replied that he
was proceeding to King Island and
added: “Unknown aircraft hovering on
top of me.” Flight sendee then acknow-
ledged that call and then there came a
long metallic noise over the radio and
Icommuni(:ation with the aircraft was
ost.
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MELBOURNE (A.A.P.).— A pilot missing in Bass Strait reported
being buzzed by an unidentified object for a quarter of an hour before los-
ing radio contact with Melbourne air traffic controllers, a Department of

Transport spokesman said yesterday.

Th« department's public
relations officer, Mr Ken
Williams, said the pilot
radioed air traffic con-
trollers at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday and reported an
aircraft flying below him
at about 4500 feet.

Mr  Williams said the
controllers told tho pilot
there were, np other
planes in the area

He said the pilot then
asked control to check if
It could be an Air Force
plane, ’considerin the
speed it was travelling.

The controllers reported
no other aircraft, including
Air Force planes, in the
area.

The pilot then told con-
trollers she object was
long and metallic, with
four bright lights on the
top, and appeared to be
playing, with his Cessna.

The pilot’s last cém-
munication with ground
control was that he was
having trouble with one
engine after the object
had hovered over him for
some time but he was

heading  towards
clsland. - i inverted in
. M* Williams said the evening.

department  believed it
was possible the pilot was
disoriented and was flying

Orion

his plane upside down

during the conversation

with ground control. down.
It was posable the pilot The

was seeing the lights of
the Cape Otway light-
house and that of Kins

Sequence

Tslond as he was flying

the early

HO said all « R.AAP.
search
spotted an oail slick in the
area where the light plane
was believed to have gone

aircraft

missing pilot Is
Frederick  Valentich  of
Avondale Heights, a Mel-
bourne suburb.

of events

Following Is a transcript of exchanges between air controllers in Melbourne
and pilot Frederick Valentich shortly before his Cessna disappeared.

At the time of his disappearance
Valentich was headed for King Island
south-west of Melbourne.

At 1000 hours Saturday the aircraft
reported over Cape Otway (south-west of
Melbourne) that he was proceeding to
King lIsland.

At 1900 the aircraft asked Melbourne
flight service if there was any known
traffic in the area below 5000 ft. Flight
service replied no known traffic in your
area. The pilot then called up and said
there seemed to be a large aircraft below
5000 ft. Flight service requested (lie type
of aircraft and the pilot replied: “I can-
not confirm. It has four bright lights
that appear to be landing lights. The
aircraft has passed over me about 1000
ft above.”

Flight service then queried him: “Is it
a large aircraft?” The pilot responded in
the affirmative — “and at the speed it’s
travelling are there any K.A.A.F. aircraft
in the vicinity?” Flight service negatived
that reply. ty? g 9

At 1908 the pilot again called up and
said: “Ifs approaching from due east
towards me. It seems to me to be nlav-

At 1909 the aircraft again called up
and said. “It’s not an aircraft its . . ."
“and there was a temporary break In
transmission.

Flight service again called him up and
said: “Can you describe the aircraft?”
The pilot replied: “It Ls flying past, it Is
a long shape. | cannot “ldentify more
than that. It's coming for me right
now.”

At 1910 flight service asked him how
large it was and the pilot replied: “It
seems to be stationary. I'm orbiting and
the thing is orbiting on lop of me also.
It has a green light and a sort of
metallic light on the outside.”

A few. seconds later the pilot told
flight service that the object had van-
ished. Flight service then asked him to
confirm that the object had vanished.
The pilot confirmed that. And then
asked: “Do you know what type of air-
craft Ive got. Is it military?" Flight
service responded no known military
traffic in the area.

At 1912 the pilot told flight service

his engine_was rough idling and was
roughing. Flight service then asked hin.
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pissing pilot

MELBOURNE

(AUP). The parents of

a young pilot whose plane vanished over
Bass Strait at the weekend believe he could
have been taken by a UFO.

A full

air and sea search between

King Island and the Victorian coast yester-
day failed to find any trace, of the missing

plane.

The single engined
Cessna 182's radio cut out
at 7.12 pm on Saturday,
seconds after the pilot
told air traffic controllers
that a large object
hovering above him was
“not an aircraft.”

e Four minutes earlier
the pilot, Frederick
Valentlch, 20, radioed

that the craft was flying
toward him and “seems
to be playing some sort of
game, flying at a speed |
cannot estimate.”

Mr Valentich then said,
“It’snot an aircraft, It's .
before his radio
transmission broke
briefly.
When asked by air
traffic controllers to

describe the object he
said it was “a long shape
with a sort of metallic
light on the outside.”

NO PLANES

He was told there were
no planes In the area.

Mr Valentlch said:
“The engine Is rough
Idling and coughing.

“1’'m proceeding to
King Island. Unknown
aircraft ishovering on top
of me. It Is not an
aircraft.”

After the Melbourne
flight service had
acknoweldged that call,
there was a long metallic
noise on the radio and
nothing more was heard
from the plane.

a UFO

Bass

m y S

Mr Valentich’s parents
said last night that their
son. the eldest of four
children, had planned to
fly to King Island and
bring back some crayfish
later on Saturday night.

They did not belleve®a
theory advanced
yesterday that Frederick
may have accidentally
turned the plane upside
down or Into a steep bank
after becoming
disoriented In the dark.

Mr Gyldo Valentich
said he believed the
Department'of Transport
was “trying to cover up so

Strait

tery
people won't get
alarmed.

A Department

spokesman said lastnight

that if the plane had
inverted” the pilot
could have seen light

from the Cape Otway and
King Island light houses
reflected on croud
patches above him.

The spokesman said
conditions in the area
when the plane vanished
at about 4500 feet were

rfect and he should

ve had almost
unlimited vision.
An RAAF plane

searching the area
yesterday spotted an oil
slick on the water and
dropped a buoy to mark
the spot. The searchers
will collect a sample
today to see If It Is
aviation fuel.

Another single engine
plane disappeared
without trace in Bass
Strait on December 24,

. 1969.

The plane crashed Into
he sea eight kilometres
iff Cape Otway in a flight
rom King Island and no
erace of the pilot or the
jlane was ever found.

TRANSMISSIONS

Department of
Transport spokesman Mr
Ken Williams said
yesterday Mr Valentich’s
radio transmissions were:

7 pm: Mr Valentlch
radioed the Melbourne
flight service that he was
over Cape Otway and
heading for King Island.

7.06: Mr Valentlch

¢ Continued P. 2.
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The parents of a young'

pilot whose plane vanished over Bass

Strait at the weekend
been taken by a UFO

believe he could have

A ftili air ond sea-search between King Islpnd

and the Victorian coast ye

sterday failed to find any

trace of the missing plane.

The single-engined Ces-
182's radio cut out at

712 pm. Saturday, seconds
after the pilot told air
traffic controllers that a
large object hovering above

- to be play-
of gfame, fly-
' cannot

_ Valcntlch then saia.
"It's not an aircraft.
. before his radio
transmission broke brief-

ly-
)\/Nhen asked by air traf-
fic controllers to describe
the object he said it wasl

ICs"

to cover up so people won't
get alarmed.”

A department spokesman
said last night that If
plane had “Inverted.”

could have seen

the Cape Otv\(a?_/I

King Island light
reflected on cloud
[above him.
f' Another single engine |
plane disappeared without |
trace In Bass Strait on
cembcr 24. 1969.

>

h

“ft long shape with a sort'

of metallic .on the
outside."
He was told there were
no planes In the area.
Mr Valcntlch: "The
engine la rough Idling and
coughing.

Hovering
"I'm proceeding to "King

light

Island. Unknown aircraft
Is hovcting on top of me.
It is not an aircraft.”
After the Melbourne
flight sendee had acknow-
ledged that call, thcre was
a long metallic nol-e on the
radio and nothing more
was heard from the plane.

Mr Valentlch's parents
said last night that their
son. the eldest of four
children, bad planned to'
fly to King Island and
bring back some cray-
fish later on Satcrdav
night

They did not believe a
theory advanced yesterday
that Frederick may have
accidently turned the plane
upside down or Into a steep
bank after becoming dis-
oriented In the d&rk.

fie"'fciTioved thc Department
Jbf Transport was "trying
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he’'« still alive, savs Rhonda

THE girlfriend of a misting
Melbourne pilot has given up her
search for him.

But she believes he is still alive, more than
. U/% OH
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Missingpilot
seanhwidens

MELBOURNE —

in unusual

extended

toria's west coast.

Hopes of locating the
pilot — 20 year old
Frederick Valentich —rose
for a short time earlier in
the day when crew of an
airforce  Orion aircraft
reported “wreckage” about
25 nautical miles off Cape
Wickham on King Island’s
northern point.

The boat from King
Island sent earlier to
collect samples of an oil
slick sighted on Sunday
revealed the “wreckage” to
be nothing more than part
ly submerged cardboard
fruit cartons and plastic
bags.

A Department of
Transport official said the
oil sample taken by the
boat crew would be
brought to Melbourne in
an attempt to determine if
if was aircraft fuel.

Radio contact was lost
with Valentich on Satur-
day night after he reported
that an unknown aircraft
was hovering over him and

circumstances

N S W.

The search

over

the plane’s engine was run
ning rough while off Cape
Otway.

Department officials
said they believed Valen-
tich became disorientated
and saw his own light or
the lights of Cape Otway
and King Island while
Hying upside down.

for a pilot missing

Bass Strait

was

late yesterday to cover a large area of Vic-

A department official
said he believed a tape d
the conversation between
the pilot and Air Might
Service at Tullamanne
would be examined by air
safety experts.
But he said it is being
given secondary priority to/
the finding of the aviaj*r.
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Plane: Metal clue

Melbourne. — A boat today will retrieve pieces
of metal spotted in Bass Strait by one of the planes
searching for a missing light plane.

rectan?ular piece of
white metal and a simi-
lar piece of blue metal
were sighted  floating
about 15 km. off Wye
River yesterday.

A Department of
T ransport  spokesman
said last night that no
boats had been in the
area at the time of the
sighting, but the position
had been plotted and the
objects would be collect-
ed today.

. The spokesman said
the crew of the plane
which spotted the metal
believed was more
likely to be ships’ waste
than plane wreckage.

Frederick Valentich. Z>
vanished over Bass Strait
in a blue-and-white Cess-
na 182 last Saturday
night after reporting a
mystery craft hovering
above him.

The search for the
missing plane was step-
ped up yesterday after-
noon when four twin-en-
gined light planes joined
a long-range maritime
version of the Nomad
over the search area.

The planes covered a
big triangular area from
Cape Schank to ,a point
5 km. east of King
Island and across to Cape
Otway.

A Cessna 150 made a
land search of King
Isl and's northern
beaches, and parties of
police and volunteers
also checked along the
coast of the island.

The results of test*? on
an oil slick found about
halfway across Bass
Strait. In the search area
are expected today.

The Department of
T ransport spokesman

said that if the analysis
showed that the slick was
aviation fuel there would
be “a strong possibility
that the plane’s there”.

He also said that de-
partment officials had
“Nno reason to suspect
that Mr. Valentich was
flying anywhere other
than where he reported
to be”.

The missing man’s
father said yesterday he
still believed his son
could be alive.

Mr. Guido Valentich
said he thought it was
possible that Frederick
had been taken by a
space craft.

“Maybe he is in outer
space, and maybe they
will release him In a week
or so — this is why T
could still see him alive.”
Mr. Valentich said. ~
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Tests not

COMPLETED

MELBOURNE
(AUP) - Tests on a

a missing plane have
still not been completed.

A Department of
Transport spokesman
said last night that the
results of the analysis
could be available to-
day.

Defence Department
scientists have Dbeen
testing the oil to
establish whether it is
aviation fuel.

It is believed that the
analysis has taken so
long because the oil is a
fairly weak solution
with a lot of water in the
sample.
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A Bendigo man, Mr Michael

Tonti-Filippini,

Bendigo, Vie.

r

Sen, believes the disappearance of pilot

Frederick Valentich over Bass Strait at the weekend was not due to an unidentified flying

object.

lie thinks Valentich may have been a victim
of what he describes as matter “many billion times
more deadly than plutonium.”

Yesterday Mr Tonti-Filippini said he predicted
just the sort of happening over Bass Strait almost
a year ago, in a letter to the Bendigo Advertiser of
November 12. 1977.

lie believes that 90 per cent of flying saucers
are attributable to neutrinos.

Neutrinos, Mr Tonti-Filippini said, could be
equated to the fundamental building blocks of the
universe.

Me challenges the theory that neutrino radiation
is not dangerous.

“Scientists have found traces of anti-matter near
nuclear reactors.

“They have used this to confirm the formations
of neutrinos,” he said.

lie explained that anti-matter was the most
violent explosive known, and exploded on contact
with other matter.

It had a life-time of about one-ten-millionth of
a second.

He belives that neutrino radiation from nuclear
reactors can form cells of heat and light that co-
incide in shape and time of release with 90 per cent
of UFO sightings.

He said that some of these other sightings also
had proved lethal.

Mr Tonti-Filippini will have diagrams and a
model of a flying saucer at the Future Fair to be
held in Rosalind Park on November 5.

The organiser of the Future Fair,
Stoltz, said that Mr Tonti-Filippini also

plain his 'neutrino theories at the fair.
7

Mr Chris
would ex-
A Viinlftar.

hinttf in | Psi9T T



Pilot ‘may have

THE search lor a pilot who disap-
peared over Bass Strait last
weekend has twitched to land.

A gTOup of RAAF mates of the pilot,
Frederick Valentich, have gone to Cape
Otway to conduct their own private ground
search.

The pilot’s father, Mr Guido Valentich,
said last night the group left on Thursday
afternoon to search thick forest at the Cape
in case Frederick had crashed there and
was injured.

Mr Valentich said he was waiting to hear
from the group.

But he thought they would probably stay
there for the weekend at least.

Valentich’s girlfriend, Rhonda Rushton,
16, also went to Cape Otway with her
parents on Thursday to look at the last sec-
tion of land Valentich is supposed to have
been near.

Both Miss Rushton and Valentich’s
RAAF mates believe he would have turned
back towards land when he had engine
trouble last Saturday.

Miss Rushton said last night: “ 1 believe
Fred is still alive and probably crashed
there.

“One of the reasons | went down to Cape
Otway was to see the type of terrain Fred is
in,”’ she said.

- NMNSency

“ORDER MORNING MAIL ,

Albury, N.S.W.

OCI1978

ade land’

She said Valentich had often told her he
was “scared of water.”

“l saw him the night before he disap-
peared and he told me again that he was
scared of the water.

“If he had any trouble he would have
headed for land, that's for sure.”

Valentich, 20, vanished last Saturday
evening on a flight to King Island after
reporting over the radio that an uniden-
tified object was “hovering on top of me.”

A wide search was called off on Wednes-
day night after six planes had patrolled the
area for four days without finding any trace
of Valentich or his plane.
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A boat

will today retrieve pieces Of metal
Spotted in Bass Strait by one—of
the planes searching for a missing

light plane.

A rectangular piece of
White metal and a
similar piece of blue
metal were sighted
floating about 15 km off
Wye Rlveryosterday.

Department of
Transport  spokesman
said last night that no
boats had been in the
area at the time of the
sighting, but the posl
tion had been plotted
and the objects would be
collected today.

The spokesman said
the crew of the plane
which spotted the metal
believed It was more
likely to be ships'waste
than plane wreckage.

Frederick Valentich

3b. vanistred over Bass °

Strait in blue-and-
whitc Cessna 182 last
Saturday night after
reporting a mystery
craft hovering . above
him.

~STEPPED UP

The  search.. for _ the
1SR e Y b
ped up yesterday after

‘'noon when four twin-

engined _ light planes
S0fhed ™ long:r&fnge
marltime version of the
Nomad over the search
area

The planes covered a
area
from Cape Schank to a

stand and across to

.would be "a

A Ceasna 150 made a
"*U,U gTM*TM! O»f, K,q,l”!g,
Island's northern
beaches, and parties of
police and volunteers
also checked along the
coast of the Island.

an oil slick found about
Tk

Strait
area are expected
day. -

The

lo-

Department of

said that if tl
showed that
............ w.n.c
strong
possibility that™ the"
plane’s there™. ' =
Hig nleft anu
officials
reason to
suspect that Mr Valen- -
tich was flying
anywhere other
where he reported
‘be”.
The missing man a
fathert,ﬁarj.d yesterday he

department

Mr Guido Valentic
said he thought It was

possible that -Fredetick
had been taken by a
——— - — ~ ' e * o
“Maybe he is Ini
space, And maybe

week or so — thl

I could still jrce him.
alive.” Mr~A'alentich
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MELBOURNE (AUP) —

Hopes of finding missing

Melbourne pilot Frederick Valentich alive faded yester-
day after a major search found no trace of him or his

plane.

But his parents were confident iast night Valentich would
be found safe, although he has not been heard from since he
disappeared mysteriously on Saturday night,

“Wa've still got a hope,” his father, Mr Guido Vateqtich scud from
his Avondale Heights home.

“He may have crashed
and is hurt or something
else may have happen-
ed.”

Frederick Valentich, 20,
vanished over Bass Strait
while flying his single-en-
gined Cessna 182 to King
Island.

He told a close friend

before taking off from
Moorabbin: ‘Til see you

over the weekend and I'll
drop in a crayfish.”

A big air, land and sea
search Iin the past 48 hours
between King Island and
the Victorian coast failed
to find any trace of the
pilot or his plane.

Vatentich’s radio cut
out at 7,12 pm on Satur-
day seconds after he told
air traffic controllers that

a large object hovering
above him was "not an
aircraft,”

Mr Valentich said: “It’s
not an aircraft, it's . . . ”
before his radio transmis-
sion broke briefly.

Soon after Mr Valentich
said the object had a green
light and a type of metal-
lic light on the outside.

He said he was orbiting

"and the thing is orbiting
on top of me.”
Two minutes later he

said: “Unknown aircraft Is
hovering on top of me. It
is not an aircraft.”

A long metallic noise fol-
lowed, then silence.
Department of Transport
officials said the pilot had
remained calm during the
radio message.

Officials believe he may
have been flying upside
down and became con-
fused bv a reflection of
lights. o
However, aviation sources
said last night the Cessha
182 would have been able
to flv for only 50 seconds
upside down because its
fuel tanks were situated in
the wings and relied on
gravitv to feed the motor.

A fishing vessel picked
up samples of an oil slick
about 40km north-north-
east of Cape Wickham,
King Island’s most north-
ern point, late yesterday.

Last night the sample
was being brought hack to
Melbourne, and will be
tested todav to see if It
rame from the aircraft.



(Est. 1904)

'Phone: 67-5133

Aust. Press Cuttings Agency

Melbourne, Victoria

From

5 OCT 1978

"COURIER"

Ballarat,

Boat to retrieve
metal pieces
In Bass Strait

MELBOURNE (AUP). A boat will today retrieve pieces of
metal spotted in Bass Strait by one of the planes searching for a

missing light plane.

A rectangular piece of
white metal and a similar
piece of blue metal were
sighted floating about 15
km off Wye River
yesterday.

A Department of
Transport spokesman
said last night that no
boats had been in the
area at the time of the
sighting, but the position
had been plotted and the
objects would be collected
today.

The spokesman said
the crew of the plane
which spotted the metal
believed it was more likely
to be ships’ waste than
plane wreckage.

Frederick Valentich,
20, vanished over Bass
Strait in a blue-and-
white Cessna 182 last
Saturday night after
reporting a mystery craft
hovering above him.

The search for the
missing plane was
stepped up yesterday
afternoon when four twin
engined light planes
joined a long-range
maritime version of the
Nomad over the search
area.

The planes covered a
big triangular area from
Cape Schank toa point 50
km east of King Island
and across to Cape
Otway.

OIL SUCK

A Cessna 150 made a
land search of King
Island’s northern
beaches, and parties of
police and volunteers also
checked along the coast
of the island.

The results of tests on
an oil slick found about
half way across Bass

Strait in the search area
are expected today.

The Department of
Transport spokesman
said that if the analysis
showed that the slick was
aviation fuel there would
be “a strong possibility
that the plane’s there.”

He also said that
department officials had
“no reason to suspect
that Mr Valentich was
flying anywhere other
Bhan where he reported to

e.”’

The missing man's
father said yesterday he
still believed his son could
be alive.

Mr Guido Valentich
said he thought it was
possible that Frederick
had been taken by a space
craft.

“Maybe he is in outer
space, and maybe they
will release him in a week
or two — this is why |
could still see him alive,”’
Mr Valentich said.

“It’s a very abstract
thing, but all 1 know is he
was a strong believer in
UFOs and | think he
could have been right.”’

The search for the
missing plane will resume
this morning.

Vic.
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Melbourne. — Hopes of finding missing Melbourne pilot Frederick Valentieh alive
faded yesterday after a major search found no trace of him or his plane.

But his parents were confident last night
Valentich would be found safe, although he
has not been heard from since he disappear-
ed mysteriously on Saturday night.

“We've still got a hope,” his father, Mr. Guido
Valentich, said from his Avondale Heights home.

“He may have crashed and is hurt or some-
thing else may have happened.”

Frederick Valentich, 20, vanished over Bass

Strait while flying his single-engined Cessna 132
to King Island.

He told a close friend before taking off from
Moorabbin: "I'll see you over the weekend and
I'll drop in a crayfish.”

A big air, lana and sea search in the past 43
hours between King Island and the Victorian
coast has failed to find any trace of the pilot
or his plane.

Valenticli’s radio cut out at 7.12 p.m. on Sat-
urday seconds after he told air traffic controllers
that a large object hovering above him was "not
an aircraft”.

Mr. Valentich said: "It's not an aircraft, it's

" before his radio transmission broke brief-

y.
Soon after Mr. Valentich said the object had a

green light and a type of metallic light on the
outside.

He said he was orbiting “and the thing is
orbiting on top of me.”
~ Two minutes later he said: "Unknown aircraft
is hovering on top of me. It is not an aircraft.”

A long metallic noise followed, then silence.

Department of Transport officials said the pilot
had remained calm during the radio message.

Officials believe he might have been flying
uPsLde down and became confused by a reflection
of lights.

However, aviation sources said last night the
Cessna 182 would have been able to fl%/ or only
50 seconds upside down because its fuel tanks
were in the wings and relied on gravity to feed

the motor.
Oil slick

A fishing vessel picked up samples of an oil
slick about 40 km liorih-north-east of Cape Wick-
ham, King Island’s most northern point, late
yesterday.

Last night the sample was being brought back
to Melbourne and will be tested today to see
whether it came from the aircraft.

An RAAF Orion, a Cessna 150 and a maritime
Nomad from Avalon were also used in the search.

_ Several fruit boxes and bags were found float-
ing about four km from the oil slick yester-

day.

%Ir. Valentich is believed to have taken a con-
tainer with him in the plane to bring back lob-
sters from King Island, but searchers last night
ruled out the theory that the fruit boxes and
bags were from the plane.

Department of Transport officials have esti-
mated the plane would have crashed in the same
area as the oil slick.

Mr. Valentich was on his first night flight to
King Island, and had planned to bring back about
90 kilograms of crayfish for friends.

He was working as a shop assistant in a Mconee
Ponds army disposal store and had his heart set
on getting his commercial pilot's licence.

He was also an instructor with the RAAF air
training corps and was considered a “very compet-
ent pilot”. .

Squadron Leader Ron Grandy, staff officer,
training, for the corps in Victoria, said yester-
dF;a_y Mr. Valentich was not prone to imagine
things.

“He was an absolutely normal person and a
mogt capable pilot,” Squadron Leader Grandy
said.

“He was an example of self-discipline and re- /
spect, and | believe that what ever happened to/
him was not due to a lack of concentration.”
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IS Off

Melbourne. — The
search lor a light plane

which vanished over Bassj
S;rait was called off last,

night.
The mystery of the
missing single-engined

Cessna 182 is now back
to square one, pending
the results of tests on an
oil slick found in the
search area last Sunday.

Scientists at the De-
fence Department ma-
terials research labora-
tory at Maribymong had
still not completed their
analysis last night.

Department of
Transport spokesman
said yesterday that if
the tests showed that the
slick was aviation fuel
the missing plane would
“probably be in the same
place”.

The spokesman said
that aircraft and ship-
ping passing through the
search area would be
asked to watch for pos-
sible plane wreckage.

“Should anything be
found the search will re-
sume,” he said.

Department of
Transport twin-engined
Aerb Commander will
fhake further beach
searches around the
eolist of King Island
today and tomorrow, but
the search was called off
at_7 p.m. yesterday.

The missing plane van-
ished at 7.12 p.m. last
Saturday between Cape
Otway and King Island,
seconds after pilot, Fred-
erick Valenticli, 20, re-
ported a mystery craft
hovering above him.

Eight civil aircraft and
a RAAF Orion were in-
volved in the search for
the Cessna during the
past four days.

The planes covered
7000-square mile area
and spent more than 70
hours in the air during
the search.

The only plane used
yesterday was a Beech-
craft Baron which made
two four-hour searches

- of a 24-mile radius
around a point 20 miles
north-east of Cape Wick-
ham.

Pieces of metal spot-
ted in Bass Strait about
15 km off Wye River on
Tuesday were not col-
lected yesterday because
search  organisers be-
lieved the pieces were in
the wrong position to b
wreckage from the pla

Q
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Search
for pilot
continues

Melbourne. — A group
of RAAF Air Training
Corps mates of missing
pilot, Frederick Valen-
tich, have gone to Cape
Otway to conduct their
own private ground
search.

The missing pilot’s
father, Mr. Guido Valen-
tich, said last night the
group left on Thursday
afternoon to search thick
forest at the cape in
case Frederick had crash-
eg there and was injur-
ed.

Mr. Valentich said he
was waiting to hear from
the group but thought
they would probably
stay down there for the
weekend at least.

Valentich’s  girlfriend.
Rhonda Rushton. 16. also
went to Cape Otway with
her parents on Thursday
to look at the last section
of land Valentich is sup-
posed to have been near.

Both Miss Rushton and
Valentich’s RAAF mates
believe he would have
turned back towards
land when he had en-
gine trouble last Satur-
day evening.

Miss Rushton said last

night: “l believe Fred is
still alive and probably
crashed down there

(Cape Otway).

“One of the reasons 1
went down to Cape Ot-
way was to see the type
of terrain Fred is in,”
she said.

She said Valentich had
often told her he was
“scared of water”.

“l saw him the night
before he disappeared
and he told me again
that he was scared of
the water.

“If he had any trouble
he would have headed,
for land, that’s for
sure.”

Valentich, 20. vanish-
ed last Saturday evening
on a flight to King
Island after . reporting
over the radio that an
unidentified object was
“hovering on top of

me”, ,
[



Melbourne. —Tlie girlfrifend of

missing Melbourne pilot.

Fred-

erick Valenticli, yesterday made
an aerial search around the Cape
Otway-Apdllo Bay area.

Rhonda Rusluon, 17, of East Preston, flew in
a chartered twin-engined plane that traced the
flight path Valenlich was reportedly on before he

vanished eight days ago.

During the two and a
half hour flight, Rhonda
rToured miles of blanket-
like ferrestr between Cape
OtarSy arid Borne with

binoculars. ]

\ S .t oe

that area after ‘toffijn?
~ca,pe

mileq from land.

“ttn sure he would
have turned back, hn at-
ways told me that’s what
he’d do If he got Into
trouble over the sea," oho
said vesterday. '

Miss Rushton, a shop

flown with Valenrich on
many occasions during
the six months she ha
been with

im,

“"He's a very cautious
pilot.

“"Whenever we went off
any long trips, he would
always tell me to keep
a loot out for hat un-
fenced paddocks in case

going out

Otway, Rnchton
alive. "l .lust have this

feeling he’s alive. T
don't know how to de-
scribe it: it's just a cer-
tain feeling,” she said.
Valentteh, . vanished
shortly alter p.m, on
Saturday, October 81,
during his tost night
flight™ to King Island.
Shortly before hIS dis-
appearance hr reported
that an unidentified ob-

lect was “hovering on
top of_me".
A 7000 ‘fan search,

which was called off last
Wednesday after planes
had natrolled the area
for four days, failed to
find any trace of V*len-
rich or his single-engined
Cessna 1S2.

One of the pilots In-
volved in the search, Mr

Bob Thorne of Flinders
Island Airlines, enm-
mented yesterday that
Baas Strait had heen tm-

usually dead calm for
about 10 days.

J nt

Jsa? strait

topped up main some

A group of Air Train-
tog Corps mates of
VaJentleh have also
searched the Cape Otway
drew from the ground
during the past four
nays. But they found no
trace of Valentfch or hie

,,A twin-engiRed Aofb
Commander also con-
ducted a fruitless search
between Torquay arnd
Peterborough on” Saturn
dii*. — AtIP.
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Hopes of finding missing

Frederick Valentich

alive faded yesterday after a major search

found no trace of him

or his plane.

But his parents were confident last night Val-t
entich would be found safe, although-he hiS not:
been heard from since he disappeared mysteriously ;
on Saturday night.

~'We’ve 'still sot a hope,” ,while flying .his
his father, Mr Guido Vaien- ied Cessna 182 to
tich said from his Avondale [sland.
H(—ilghts hoihe. A big air, land and sea
«“He .may have .crashed gsearch In  the past 48 ,
and is hurt or som hours between King Is-
else may have happc,, land and the Victorian
Frederick Valentich, coast has tailed to find
vanished over &rmi < any traep of the pilot or
hts plane.
Valentich’s radio cut out
at 712 p.m. on eSatnrdny
Iseconds after bo told air

1N ¢ @b cThovesrtnghabove

him was -not an aircraft.”
Mr Valentich said; “It’s

not an aircraft, -it’s . . .” be-

fore his radio -trar

broke briefly.”

Green light
Soon alter Mr Valentich
said the object had a green
light and a type of metallic
ilgnt on the outside.
He said he was orbiting
“and thy thing Is o*astwa-

°n lira ° nihiuie?~latct he
said: "Unknown aircraft
Is hovering on top of ne.
It is not an aircralt.”
I ,v long metallic noise fol-
ced, then sllencd.
i€ may
m nave been flying ' upside
down and became confused
by\a reflection of lights.
However aviation .sources
said last night the Cessna
182 would have been able
to fly' for only. 50 seconds
upside down because its, fuel
tanks were-situated In the
wir.gr, and relied-on gravity
to feed the motor.
A fishing vessel picked up

m  north-northeast ofl
e- Wickham, King Is-
dis -most -northern point
lath yesterday.
Last pight the sample was



It is believed that the
analysis has taken so long
because the oil is a fairly
weak solution with a lot
of water in the sample.

Pilot Frederick Valen-
tich, and his Cessna 182
disappeared on Saturday
night after a brief radio
conversation with air
traffic control.

Valentich reported “an
object not an aircraft”
hovering above him
shortly before his engine
failed.
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mates

MELBOURNE (AUP). A group of

RAAF Air Training Corps mates of missing

pilot,

Frederick Valentich, have gone to

Cape Otway to conduct their own private

ground search.

The missing pilot's
father, Mr Guido Valen-
tich, said last night the
group left on Thursda
afternoon to search thic
forest at the Cape In case
Frederick had crashed
there and was Injured.

Mr Valentich “said he
was waiting to hear from
the groulp but thought
they would probably stay
down there for the
weekend at least.

Valentlch’s girl friend,
Rhonda Rushton, 16, also
went to Cape Otway with
her parents on Thursday
to look at the last section
of land Valentich Is sup-
posed to havie been near.

Both Miss Rushton and
Valentich’s RAAF mates
believe he would have
turned back toward land
when he had engine trou-
ble last Saturday evening.

Miss Rushton said last
night: "I believe Fred Is
still alive and probably
crashed down there (Cape

Otway).

1 One of the reasons |
went down to Cape Otway
was to see the type of ter-
rain Fred Isin,” she said.

She said Valentich had
often told her he was
"scared of water.”

MYSTERY

“l saw him the night
before he disappeared
and he told me again that
he was scared of the
water.

"If he bad any trouble
he would have headed for
land, that's for sure.”

Valentich, 20. vanished
last Saturday evening on
a flight to King Island
after reporting over the
radio thatan unidentified
object was "hovering on
top of me.”

A wide search, which
was called off on Wednes-
day night after six planes
had patrolled the area for
four days failed to find
any trace of Valentich or
his plane.

The week-old mystery
disappearance Is still no
closer to solution after
Transport Department
officials said yesterday
that an oil slick found In
Bass Strait did not come
from Valentlch’s single-
engine Cessna 182.

Transport Depart-
ment spokesman said
yesterday that the oil was
a "weak mix” and was
probably marine diesel.

The Transport Depart-
ment revealed yesterday
that when Valentich
vanished, apparently
near Cape Otway, he had
enough fuel to travel 800
km (500 miles) or to keep
him  airborne” for about
230 minutes.

But experts In the
Transport Department
believe Valentich
vanished over Bass Strait
and did not go elsewhere.

"We have no evidence
to prove Valentich is
anywhere else,"a Tran-
sport Department official
said yesterdag/.

"He would have very
real trouble landing
anywhere unnoticed.”

NIGHT LIGHTS

Transport

admit they

no proof that Valen-

iwas near Cape Otway

because he was flying In

uncontrolled air” space

and too low to be picked
up on radar.

A Transport Depart-
ment spokesman said |
had also been establlshei
that Valentich did not as'
the King Island alrpon
controllers to switch on
the runway lights for his
night landing..

After Valentich radioed
to control that he was In
trouble they arranged for
the lights to be switched
on at King Island.

The spokesman said It
was unusual that Valen-
tich had not made the re-
quest.
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for a_Iilght plane which
flastnight

tolnuaT/nn”~ofti e mIfsing single'engined Cessna 182 is NOW back

search”~rea™~ast”™~Sunday°ftGStS °n an 0il S,ick found in the

Scientists at the
Defence Department
materials research

laboratory at Marlbyr-
nong had still not com-
pleted their analysis
last night.

A Department of
Transport spokesman
said yesterday that if
the tests showed that the
slick was aviation fuel
the missing plane would
“probably be in the
same place".

The spokesman said
that aircraft and shipp-
ing passing through the
search area would be
asked to watch for possi-
ble plane wreckage.

“Should anything be

found the search will
resume,” he said.

A Department of
Transport twin-engined
Aero Commander will
make further beach
searches around the

coast of King Island to-
day and tomorrow, but

the search was called
off at 7p.m. yesterday.

VANISHED

The missing plane
vanished at 7.12 p.m.
last Saturday between
Cape Otway and King
Island,
pilot, Frederick Valen-
tich. 20. reported a

seconds after’

mystery craft* hovering
above him.

Eight civil aircraft
and an RAAF Orion
were Involved in the

search for the Cessna
over the past four days.

The planes covered a
7000-square mile area
and spent more than 70
hours in the air during
the search.

Pieces of metal spot-
ted in Bass Strait about
15 km off Wye River on
Tuesday were not col-
lected yesterday
because search
organisers believed the
pieces were in the
wrong position to be’
wreckage from r
plane. *



UFO TOOK

OUR

BOY

- PILOTS
PARENTS

MELBOURNE fAUPJ — The parents of a young pilot
whose plane vanished over Bass Strait at the weekend
believe he could have been taken by UFO.

A full air and sea search between King Island and the
Victorian coast yesterday failed to find any trace of the miss-

ing plane.

The single engined Cessna 182's radio cut out at 7.12 pm on
Saturday, seconds after the pilot told air traffic controllers that a large
object hovering above him was “not an aircraft.”

Four minutes earlier the pilot,

Mr Frederick Valcntich, 20, radioed
that the craft was flying towards
him and "seems to be playing some
sort of game, flying at a speed |
cannot estimate.”

Mr Valentich then said: “It's not
an aircraft, its . . before his radio
transmission broke briefly,

Whep asked by air traffic con-
trollers to describe the object he said
it was "a long shape with a sort of
metallic light on the outside.”

He was told there were no planes
in the area.

Mr Valentich: "The engine is rough
idling and coughing,

"1I'm proceeding to King Island.
Unknown aircraft is hovering on top
of me. It is not an aircraft.”

After the Melbourne flight service
had acknowledged that call there
was a long metallic noise on the
radio and nothing more was heard
from the plane.

Mr Valentich’s parents said last
night their son, the eldest of four
children, had planned to fly to
King Island and bring back some
crayfish later on Saturday night.

They did not believe a theory ad-

vanced yesterday that Frederick may
have accidentally turned the plane
upside down or into a steep bank
after becoming disorientated in the
dark,

Mr Guido Valentich said he believ-
ed the Department of Transport was

"tryng to cover up so people won't
get alarmed.”

A Department spokesman said last
night that if the plane had "invert-
ed” the pilot could have seen light
from the Cape Otway and King Is-
land light houses reflected on cloud
patches above him.

The spokesman said conditions in
the area when the plane vanished
about 4500 ft were perfect and he
should have had almost unlimited
vision.

An BAAF plane searching the
area yesterday spotted an oil slick
on the water and dropped a buoy
to mark the spot. '

The searchers will collect a sample
today to see if it is aviation fuel.

Another single engine plane dis-
appeared without trace in Bass
Strait on December 24, 1969.

The Fuji plane crashed into the
sea 8 km off Cape Otway on a flight
from King Island, and no trace of
the pilot or the plane was ever
found.

The Department of Transport
spokesman said the plane was carry-
ing life jackets and a high fre-
ciuency survival beacon which was de-
signed to operate if the plane crashed
into the water,

« A twin-engined aircraft with
11 people aboard has been ditched
in the sea off Guadalcanal, in the
Solomon Islands.

There has been no word of the fate
of either the pilot or his 10 pas-
sengers.
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VERY WEAK EXPLANATION’
OF PILOT'S U.F.O0. REPORT

A Dolby man who says he sighted a U.F 0. about 14 years ago said yesterday
that authorities had given a "very weak" explanation for the disappearance of a pilot
in Bass Strait on Sunday.

Mr Maurie Fountain, 43,
owner of an aluminium
factory in Dalhy, is also a
pilot. He said he was not
impressed with the official
explanation that the
missing pilot was flying
upside down when he saw
the U.F.O.

"In a civil aircraft,
pilots usually only have a
lap-sash seat belt, so If
the plane suddenly turned
upside-down he would
have had a very red face.

“1900 hours is also a
little early for the man to
have suffered night flying

fatigue. There was no
storm mentioned that
could have turned the

olane over. Also the plane
wculd have been equipped
with an artificial horizon
and an altimeter so he
L should have no excuse for
If-'ot knowing he W3s up-

side-down".

Mr Fountain claims he
saw a U.F.O. 14 years ago
on the Jimbour plains.

“l  thought it was a
floodlit tennis court at
first, but then | thought

that It was a hit too iso-
lated for a tennis court
to be out there, so | went
to have a look.

“When | first saw It |
was about 1£ miles away,
but by the time It had
disappeared | was about
three-quarters of a mile
away.

“Like the missing pilot’s
description and like most

U.F.O. sightings, it had
a number of landing
lights, was long, had the

ability to hover and mov-
ed off so fast that it ap-
peared to just vanish".
Mr Fountain has a
theory as to the cause of

the engine failure "so
frequent in U.F.O. sight*
tags” and the engine fail-
ure of the Cessna on
Sunday night,

“The craft may have
been powered by an elec-
tronic propulsion unit
which ejects ionised air.
It is likely that the plane
beoame enveloped in this
ionised air when it was
below the hovering UJF.O.
causing the spark plugs to
stop firing.

"lonised air In large
volumes at night would
probably give off a light
much like the metallic
light the pilot saw under
the craft.

"This type of machine
would give the U.F.0. a
lot of manoeuvrability
and high speed therefore
verifying the description
by the pilot that the craft

was below, then above,
then to the right of him
to a short space of time.

“The way the authori-
ties treat these sightings
with such weak excuses it
almost makes me believe
that they know more than
they are telling the public.

“Maybe they are cover-
ing-up some sort of
experiment.

"If so, some poor fellow
has died being labelled a
crazy man who had an
mhallucination”.

m After Mr Fountain’s
msighting Of a U.F.0. he
was careful who he told.

“Nobody has ever called
me crazy. And |'ve never
seen Star Wars or dose
Encounters — they're just
trash movies cashing in
on a serious subject", he
said.
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Missing ’plane mystery

CONTIMTUED FROM P, .1

The mSouthern Aijr Ser-
vices aircraft had taken
off from Moorabbin air-

At this stage the other,
aircraft was still alleged]
.to be flying over the\,tpfrj
of the Cessna.

Radio contact was then

port at 6.19 pm and was |ost with the pilot, whose*
flying to King Island via name had not been, re-
Cape Otway. . leased kte yesterday.

I A Department of Trans- The DOT official fla
port official released de- the pilot, who had

tails of the plane's dis- iflying for 18 months.

. yesterday.
At 7 pm the pilot, who]« « it R
was alone in the aircraft; said’it was his ”

(reported to the Melbourne night flight,to King]

air traffic authorities that The official said

he was over the cape. {pilot's aircraft may have
Six minutes later lie ask-1 become "inverted” and he

~=ed the authorities if therei may have confused

[any othrr olrcnift flying fl.ectlons -of lights'
Cape Otway onto
area. f.!
\ HO was told there
not
The pilot then
that -a “large

lwas flying below him. ¢

He said the aircraft had
| four bright lights and th
lit then flew about 1000
lover the top *of his ovm
plane. . v
, At 7.08 pm the pilot re-
[ported that the other air*
Icraft was approaching him
|from due east and was
"playing some sort of
game” with him.

At this stage, he said he
was flying at 4500 ft and
[still could not Identify the
|other aircraft.

He described the ‘ air®
.craft as having
(shape”,

A further radio
was received from the
at 709 pm, when he
.the plane was still coming
Itowards him.

ne then reported (hat it
semeil to be hovering in a

stationary position above
lThim.
He said there was, a

green light and a “metal-
lic” light on the aircraft.

At 7.12 pm the pilot re-
ported that the engine iC
his aircraft was idling
rough and was “ooughing"

He Informed the auth-
orities that be wns going
to tjry to push on to
Island.

sea and
nd search was mount- \
t-J in the Bass Strait-King *
Island area yesterday
for a pilot whose small j
aircraft disappeared un- *
dor mysterious circum-
stances near Cape Ot-

way.

-Njf] . T, %e mS.'J?-.
'Fishing vessels, police-/
eii RAAF Orion aircraft

and other small aircraft
were *involved = in; ethe
search.

.search followed the
msappcarance of a single
engine Cessna 182 aircraft
as .ftwas -flying over Cape
Otway'on Saturday even-
ing.: vV L A

ant2&t was ™ost
svoraitt at 7.12

iVITVrim YW



HOPES
FOR

Pilot mystery

From Page 1

rth, and reports were
ide to the police and to
g King Island News.
31x weeks ago Sgt. Jack
oodward of Currie
lice was notified of
ange lights or flares
pearing off the north
the island near New
;ar Island.

Three fishing boats
jm Currie searched the
ea and an Orion from
inberra also joined the
arch but nothing of
?nificance was found.

A nursing sister at the
King Island District
Hospital travelling home
to Grassy last week
stopped her car to watch
bright unfamiliar lights
moving across the sky.

A letter to the editor
published In the King
Island News on
September 20 said: “We

are writing to your paper
to see if anyone other
than ourselves has seen
any sights of strange
moving lights in the sky.

STRANGE

“We saw our first
sighting two months ago.
We were driving into
Currie and a slow-moving
light followed us down
the north road and
finally disappeared
toward the lighthouse.

“There were other
sightings in Currie on the
same night some people
further up north also saw

a strange light passing
over their house. Then
another of seeing
beautiful, strange lights

outside. On going out to
investigate the lights
suddenly disappeared.

“Then last night, the
twelfth, the strange light
appeared again just up
from Camp Creek.

“On each of these
occasions the light has
been very large and
bright, and It seems to
light up the area as if It
were daylight.

“The lights are oval-
shaped.”

(Eat. 1904)
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No trace after
major search

MELBOURNE (AUP). Hopes of finding missing
Melbourne pilot, Frederick Valentich alive faded yester-
day after a major search found no trace of him or his

plane.

But his parents were confident last night Valentich would be
found safe, although he has not been heard from since he disap-
peared mysteriously on Saturday night.

| “We’ve still got a hope,”
his father, Mr Guido
(Valentich said from his
IAvondale Heights home.

I “He may have crashed
land is hurt or something
(else may have
(happened.”

} Frederick Valentich,
(20, vanished over Bass
AStrait while flying hts
~single-engined Cessna 182
,to King Island.

He told a close friend
before taking off from
Moorabbin: “I’ll see you
over the weekend and Il
drop in a crayfish.”

A big air, land and sea
search in the past 48
hours between King
Island and the Victorian
coast has failed to find
any trace of the pilot or

,his plane.
, Valentich’s radio cut
out at 7.12 pm on

Saturday seconds after he
told air traffic controllers
~“hat a large object
hovering above him was
“not an aircraft.”

Mr Valentich said: “It’s
hot an aircraft,™ it’'s . . .”
before his radio
Wi%ﬂ\s/m ission broke

UNKNOWN

] Soon after Mr
Valentich said the object
,had a green light and a
,type of metallic light on
,the outside.

He said he was orbiting
“and the thing is orbiting
,on top of me.”

Two minutes later he
said: “Unknown aircraft
is hovering on top of me.

Department of
Transport officials said
the pilot had remained
calm during the radio
message.

Officials believe he may
have been flying upside
down and became
confused by a reflection
of lights.

However aviation
sources said last night the
Cessna 182 would have

been able to fly foronly 50 COm mercial

seconds upside down
because its fuel tanks
were situated in the wings
and relied on gravity to
feed the motor.

A fishing vessel picked
up samples of an oil slick
about 40 km north-
north-east of Cape
Wickham, King Island’s
most northern point late
yesterday.

Last night the sample
was being brought back
to Melbourne and will be
tested today to see if it
came from the aircraft.

An RAAF Orion, a
Cessna 150 and a
maritime Nomad were
also used in the search.

Several fruit boxes and
bags were found floating
about 4 km from the oil
slick yesterday.

Mr Valentich is
believed to have taken a
container with him in the

ne to bring back

bsters from King Island
but searchers last night
ruled out the theory that
the fruit boxes and bags
were from the plane.

Department of
Transport officials have
estimated the plane

would have crashed in the
same area as the oil slick.

Mr Valentich was on
his first night flight to
King Island, arid had
planned to bring back
about 200 Ib of crayfish
for friends.

He was working as a
shop assistant in a
Moonee Ponds Army
disposal store and had his
heart set on getting his
pilot’s
licence.

He was also an
instructor with the RAAF
Air Training Corp and
was considered a very
competent pilot.

Squadron Leader Ron
Grandy, staff officer,
training, for the corps in
Victoria, said yesterday
Mr Valentich was not
prone to imagine things.

CAPABLE

"He was an absolutely
normal person and a
most capable pilot,””’
Squadron Leader Grandy
said.

“He was an example of
self-discipline and
respect, and | believe that
what ever happened to
him was not due to a lack
of concentration.”

» The disappearance of
Mr Valentich highlighted
a number of sightings of
bright lights and
following lights reported
"by King Island people’
over the last six weeks.

Reports of the sightings
came from all over the
island, particularly in the

Contd. Page 2
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MIS; I'TG PILOT 15 ALIYE,

HIS OIRL HATS

Australian
Pate )
Pate 27-10-73

By JOHN MONKS and
DAVID F.UAS

THE qill friend of missing
Vietonan pilot Fred Valen-
tich and iter family went
einto hiding yesterday after
she said Vaitntkh is still
alive.

Rhonda

f
Hgshton., K5 said:
r Free aii’
we have tolid the au.l
tills, but It is all top secret
now.”

Soon .if,tr she £jiolte to us
Miss Ruslitort @nd her parents
Jpft tin-it heme in the Mel-
lbaorne suburb of “Preston to
“get i'.-v. from It all".

Miss P.usbton saW she his
been Valent-taw* girl irto'.d mr
mv months and told wus: “I
know 1'.-'o U .vh.c. VW/8 will see
him s<x.n."

Valeirtich, 20, of Melbourne,
v'-vshed on Saturdrv night
IfU-r Im radioed that a CTO
was haoverins nvel' h,s c¢c<5',a
102 white he was cre.ain? Bass
Strait trem Melbourne Jo !m”*£
m|sland. _

Miss Busiitpn added to me
r.tvslery yesterday by suggesting
that Vaie.itich may be some-
wher-: in Victoria, injured and
waiting for someone to Uui
him.

Sr-e dismissed a theory lhat
Yslentieh might have N,
ta-er. almrtj a BPO he
t'raphically described over hts
radio.

ghe said: ‘1 think he has
landed somewhere, not crashed.

m*iss Rushlon said that after.]

tel).my her story to the authori-

ps* she would not name
tiici.. — she was tolu lo tell no
one e-ve.

el will net be saying many
'snore about this,” she said.

Fr-.d Vijitentich's disayp”uraitce
has 'iworae one of the great
m}/steries cl Victorian, av_iatAign.

I,

GONTRCL GHANGE

Yesterday the search was
taken away from the rescue co-
cnltnation centre and handed
over lo the
Transport's air safety investiga-
tion branch.

An official said last night:
"the dt ailment of Tin,.Tort's
air safety investigation branch

Department of,

Inquiring into ail aspects of .

the aircraft's last flight.

"Tills encompasses the air-
worthiness of the aircraft, the
operation of the aircraft - in-
chiding the flight plan — and
other rac ors involved — that is
tho pilot himself.”

The implication — although
the (lepartment. would not con-
firm it — is that Valentich is
alive and well — somewhere.

Until yesterday, tiie depart-
ment was still treating the case
as a routine accident investiga-
t*on.

| The rescue co-ordir.atior,
rentr- and the Australian Sur-

:veillar.ee Organisation concert-
tratal on a massive air ur.d sea
search of the area between Cape
Otway and King Island.

BUI it is now known that Va- 1

lenlich dm not ash 'he King Is-
land airport controllers o

! switch on the runwam lights IOr
his planned night landing.

Nor Can the landing lights on

. King Island be switched on au-

tomatically by radio signals
] from approaching aircraft.

Examination of the tape
1R-orthn.: of radio exchanges bi-
i ivecn Valentich ana controllers
. "™n .SatimJay nigh! h?s so far
1failed to identify a prolonged
1metallic noise heard before
' tran.-'ir.isston from ihe Cesrna
1ceased.
j1 But one report now in the
j hands of the Department of
t Transport describes the noise
Ule “t-vo empty irecr cans being
hanged together.”

——

(

Age
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“¥ " Lost plane a mystery

The disappearance or a Iight plane off trio Victor-
jan coast at the weekend was "a mystery” and
looked like remaining ro, the Federal Transport

inister, Mr, Nixon said yesterday. Tito pilot had

; bre;l orted seeing an unidentified flying object n,ar.

Te ' r-freA -i*; VI,

r



Tne search for the missing
Bass Strait aircraft end pilot
Frederick Valentich was
switched lost night from
was switched lest nigh? fro.;
the rescue co-ordination centre
to the Department of Trans-
port's air safety investigation
brunch.

A spokesman said: "The in-
vestigation branch is inquiring
into a" aspects of ihc
aircraft's last flight.

"This encompasses the air-
worthiness of the aircraft, the
operation of the aircraft —
including the flight plan —
and other factors involved,
that in the pilot himself.'

Until yesterday the Depart-
ment was treating the case as

$ t3mXi,, rB..%

i/ yw

a routine aecid ml investiga-
tion.

The rescue Co-ordination
Centre and .he Aietiul.a’l
Surveillance OrganiWen con-
centrated their effort on an
air and sti search of 'he are;,
between Cape OtMV "nd
King Island.

There have beer, a r.jnioer
of questions puzzling accident
investigators.

Corttctcv

The most prominent of
hiese war: why was the
missing aircraft not picked up
by iite long-range radar at
Melbourne’s Tullamarine air-
port?

Air traffic controllers were
monitoring the radio contact
between the airport's flight.

it mi

service '.mil and the aircraft
f.om th" ’lameni Vaiint'ch
t-sked fn- i..formation on ary
ot'Vir air traTa in ihr i.W.

Desnite ih- id«d radar cor.-
di’h.nr al'd in" I,s w=ffcr.> cf
con. cvlkvs. me aircraft was at
no ftai'c piekri up.

The D epflitmeht's officia!
exp:aiia. c-i that vValth'Hk
was flying' fob low fO'l ilia
i‘adar} .fudw picked tp the
search aircraft aUhcvph t.rm
were flying as low as 153m.

vf.len'.ich reported his
iuria r.s 140<lin.

Il liar been suggested that

senior departmental cfildiads
believe Valencia is still aluo
— somewhere.

Other unusual facts are:
On the Cessna 182 were four
orange-colored polystyrene

life-jackets ~designed io.be vi-
able from 'ha air.f

Parts of the plane are con-
structed from modular units
v, hit'll float in the even! or a
crash but’ noic of., these'
easily-visible = objects have
teen found.

Fuel
Vii'-ilticti 'tolri s girl friend
lie would collect lie: at Pres-
mti*ri a north ,Vrlourne- su
burl), at. 7 pm.
}mm bid rot lake off from
Mcorabbiii airport until S.h

m .
pThe reported disappears nes
was at 7.12 pm, just oil rrjif.it-
fall.

This is the time orientation
difficulties and UFO phen-
omena aro most' commonly
reported.

fT3r

13

The Cessna was fitted with
Special long-range tanks and
fully fuelled with 300 litres of
aviation spirit.

The aircraft uses approxi-
mately 45 litres an hour.

Bix Hours' flying time at a
maximum cruising speed eof
130 knots gives a range of
more than 1'25 km.

It ts understood that the pi-
lot’s voice on the tape is com-
pletely normal.

Neither tile Commonwealth
Police nor any -State police
forces have been asked to join
min .lie search, despiic an un-
wenfirmed  report  that the
Victor tn Police received a
srpnrt of a light plane making
> mysterious late-night land-
ing ill ihc western disLrict on
Saturday, near the Cape
Otway area.

7 S3IUBPIJIY

sjuapiou]



1 pROUP of Ar

Training Corps mates of miss?rq

t cibourne pilot Frederick Vaieiitich have gone to Cape
Otway to make their own ground search.

AOCIDTSITS & TirciDErTTG

The missing pilot's father, Mr Guido Valcnfich, said las* night
the group left on Thursday afternoon to search thick fores* aicas
at the cape in case Frederick had ¢ryshed there and was hurt.

Mr Vafentich said he was
‘.vailing to hear from the group
but thought they would prob-

ably stay down there tor the
weekend at least.

The pilot's girlfriend,
Rhonda Rushton, 16. of East
Preston, also went to Cape
Otway with her parents on
Thursday to look a* the last
section of land t bentich s

.supposed to 3)avc teen near.
Both Miss Rushton and Val-

ent,kh’s mates believe he
would have turned back to-
wards lano when hr- had
c-ngipe trouble i->s! AoljtV.av
evening.

Miss Rushton said last night:
"i believe Fred is still alive ami

piob?.b:y crushed down there
(Cape Otway!.
“On of ihe reasons r went

down lo Cape Oiwav was to see

ihe Type ot mrrsii! rred isin."j
She said y.".lentirh
often t.oid her lie was

“scarce of writ: "

wIf .be had any irouiilT
ee would have Jiea>!I"*d for
t.-.ml, that's foi sure.” sue
..alu

Valer.tich. DO. van hiked
Dm Muui'ria; fv-j-ipig oe

i, light | r.Infc Island
r.fier repot;;hr. dial an
litlidentilied ore - was

thovrrir.g on top of inr- '

A wide warrh. whieli
was cubed oft 1n Wednes-
day n:;lu atier si,.” ptali-s
; ! patrolled the area fu:
jnu days, failed to find
nay ivacc of Valeotick oi
ill- plain.”

frohi plane’

Xlv  week-old mysu'.'y
i". O* closer to solution,
'frr.Tispcri Depertiiu*,.. of-
fic'alr raid yislerchu ah
oil slick found in }Jass
Strait did net conic iwen
VaU-uiiclis si:isic-cukitv
Cessna B!

A department sFIok'-s-

Inau said yesterday [lie o'l
was ? “weak ru\-" n-P
v.n probably marine die-.

SCi L]
The dciie.rtnirni reveal-
ed vest“relay thni when
yaientich vanished - ,-.p-
eparenliv near Cape Ot-
v-W — he Sid
1’el to Ira'el 80U Kiti. or.
to keep lii’ii airborne fur
».1>0:,1 2 hours so m-i liter..
Tlu Cessna bad 30;l.»
hires oi fuel when lift tel 1
Momabbin. This vu? v.n-'

fidiH for r. return trip
ftmil Mon.jhbiii King
Island with a Ji'tie re-
serve.

But dioortmci'i experts
lieheve Valetitich vanish-
ed over Bass Strait and
did not AO elsewhere.

wTip would have very
real trouble lantfirur any-
where unnoticed." «
Transport Department
official said.

But the department ad-
mits it has no proof
mmYiiientict was near Cape
Otway because he was
Hying in uncontrolled air
space and was ioo low to
be picked up on radar.

The department's air
safety investigation
inane,1 is now holding an
Inquiry into the diw
appearance of lhe plane.
\ spokesman said tins
v LK normal practice in
the-c types of incidents.

elAT"S V/ILL HLHT CAPE FOR

LOST U.F.oV PILOT

Sun
Page 3
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MELBOURNE. -Offici-
als of O« Federal Depart-
ment ot Transport are
investigating the domestic
life of tilot Frederick Val-
cnticii in an attempt lo
solve the mystery of his
disfppcsniece.

IMr Vaient'ch. 2C\ vanished
Iksi Saturday uiy.hf on a flight
fioi.i Melbourne io king fthnd
afli'r reporting that au uniden-
tified object was hovering
above his plane,

A spok'sman said ihe depari-
tneui would "i.vesilsate Mr V»-
leutieh’s proficiency as e pilot,
hii training record and domes-
tic background. This was no-=
maJ procedure.

The history of the missing
Cessna 182 would also be in-

vestigated, including its air-
worthiness, service record and
the fligiu plan lodged for (hr
flight.

It was announced yesterday
that tests or. oil found in Cass
Strait in the arcs Hr Valenticb
is b.T.rv.d to have disappeared
showed it was marine oil and
not from an aircraft.

Sydneyl-lorning Herald
Page 2?
Date 28-10-70

The oil was the only possible
clue found during the four-day
search of the atti by th>hi_ air-
,r.-f;, inch, ling a RA.M Orion,

Mr Valtntuh':. ; 'bci. Mr
Guido Valeniieh, oi Avondale
Heights, Mc’honrnc. said ves-

“ru,iy ihal some Air Training
Gorps mends of his son were
searching Cape Otway in case
he had crash-landed there and
was lying injured.

Mr  Vaientich's  girlfriend.
Miss Rhonda Rushton, 16. cf
Vast Preston, went to Cape
Otway with her parents on
Thursday to look at the last
section of laud Mr Valentlch is
supposed to have been near.

tiJth Miss Rushton and Mr
Valentich's RAAb friends be-
lieve he would have turned back
towards land when he nad engine
trouble last Samrday evening,
lake 4 foils.

Miss Rushton said -last night:
"1 believe Fred is still alive, and
probably crashed down there at
Cape Otway.

<tGnS (&)

T , ;
YViSA. . — iV CVvr '

“One jt -he reasoRS * went
dove <, t ape. Ocv uy .-ts to tse

the type terrain Fr-ctis in."

E"ft li-it Mr Vatentich
had oileti loiti her he was {
“sCf >d of wa.,:.”

‘lhe depetmem revealed yes-
terday that when Mr Valentich
vanished, .apparenlly near Cape
Otway, hr had enough fuel to
travel 8u0 kilometres or io stay
airborne lo: about 230 minutes.

When it !e,r bfoorabbln the
Cessna had 303.6 litres i,66 gal-
lons) of furl on board — suf-
ficient for a return trip from
Moorabbin to Kmg Island with
some in reserve.

Rut experts in the department
believe Mr Valentich vanished
over Bass Strait and did not go
elsewhere.

They say they have no proof
th:u he was near Cape Otway
because lie was flying in uncon-
trolled air space, too low lo be
picked up on radar.



By LINDSAY MURDOCH

A pilot reported an unidentified
flying object hovering over him
"seconds before his plane disap-
peared over Bass Strait at the
weekend.

In a dramatic conversation with a
Melbourne air base the P_I|Ot told_of
a long object with green lights which
“seems t0 fee playing some sort ex

ame”.

Seconds iafer the plane’s engine
_'began spluttering, there was a mel-
Jall{c sound, and communication was

cut.

Department of Transport officials
were last night investigating the
mysterious disappearance of pilot
Frederick Paul Va'entich, 20, and
the single-engined Cessna.

Valentich’sS' last words to wel-
bourne Flight Service concerned the
“unknown “aircraft hovering on top
of me”. . L

Officials described the six-minute

conversation about the UFO as
“quite extraordinary”. .

Valentich, an instructor with the
Air Training Corp, was on a flight
from Moorabbin to King Island to
pick up crayfish.

At precisely 7.13 pm on Satur-
day, between Cape Otway and King
Island, he and the plane \vn a lost

_An RAAF Orion s".hied an o
sricic iata yesterday -nt dropped a
beacon

A filing boat was beach, g to it
late last night. Samples_will be
taken to establish if trie oii is from
the plane.

Weather tondit ons were perfect
on Saturda evenlngl._ It was a clear
night and there was little wind.

epartment of Transport dfacials
working at Flight Service saiti there

was a “sort of metallic sound” over
the radio before communication
was lost.

A spokesman said last night it

was possible Valentich was flying
the plane upside down and crashed.

“He may have become disoriented
and confused by reflection from the
Cape Otway and King Island light-
houses,” the spokesman said.

“The Llrghtho_uses may have. re-,
fleeted off particules of cloud.”

Officials believe it is the first inci-
den.ci its 10nd reports 3ir- Victoria.

Valentich got h< pi\ts iicence
two years ago.

He had a night flying licence and

Intended sitting for” his commercial
pilot’s licence.

~Mr, Ouido Valentich said last
elght tnat his son believed in
UFOs.

“Frederick rend about them and
I knew he I>e3ie-'ed they existed,”
Mo Valentich said_from the family's
neat br.ck home in Avern Avenue,
Avondale Heights.

“He’d never seen one before. But

be became interested in them when
he started flying.” )

Mr. Valenfich said Frederick was
a v_ol_untae/ instructor with the Air
Training Corp in West Melbourne.

“He had no trade and wanted to
become a commercial pilot,” Mr.
Valentich said. _

“He has flown to King Island
three_e> four times before.”He was
wanting to increase the time he has
flown at night

“A couple of weeks ago he flew
to Eehuca to get in four hours of
night ilylnq. .

‘He would do anything to get the
mor-'y to be able to fly .".. he work-
ed as a shop assistant in Moonee
Ponds and even got a job in the
foundry at CMH. )

“All "ne wanted to do since he
I’ffas 12 was to fly. It was his whole
ife.”

Mr. Valentich said his family had
not given up hope that Frederick
was aive-.
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Thul was M~ lasi Iliw*
Irom Mr Fsedrrick
Vulcniirli b*fore tlis
plain* (loapivarccl lil ibl.SS
htiuit (HI KUUi*.i'iy ill".hi.
1lii*i:-JHirl  Dcpui Ur nut

siliikriuns'n Mv Ken V/t!l-
liai?t, jrslerduy roll :iretl
ilelutl.’."of Mr /illi.lilii h's
rndio liicniaiiezi  to  1lit
ibnmne flight service
Tniluiilnrhie.

7 D.ill. — Mr Valentloll
said !l(* was over Cape
Otway and bcadillg for
King island.

ai

At n
° Front Page 1
Mr ValciUich said lie

had pi.'fined to go With
i'K'dCl i k.

“Miciienck was nl Moo-
rubhin tnuii'K the after-

noon studying for his
meteorology ccmisi. and
b"caii.'(* he toft front
ividnrabliili it was not
convenient for me to :.o
v.'ilii him," iie said.

"11" was sumKi'i'd to be
back by 10 p.m.. anil when

he didn't call us, we
litmie.hi _lie must have
been snick oil King Js-

1A Mr Vaieiitifit .-mu.
= lie  family did not
1-no- uliat had happened
until i vo policemen went
lo (lie, house *t liliO a.r*.
yesterday.
" Mi Valcliticli_'..lid 'hat
ins sen had ' waiilci? to br*
mil>iiit; else hn' sin sir-
line pitot ever chief he
was 127

f.'cutiick had spent
three years as a r.nirt
willi tfic HAAF Air Train-
lie", C'cjps, and »as an in-
M(veclor.

tie bed hem flying for
about Ilwo years and hud
lidd his unrestricted pn-
vatr pilots ticetice since
Insl February,

Haltirday night's flight
was pi.inncd to build up
his night - flying boms us
ile worked ‘towards ob-
taining a commercial
pilot's licence.

Frederick, was ‘"very
positive raid doesn't talk
nonsense,” .Mr Valcntich
said.

"He believes in UFOs,

-iircr.ift is hovering tin fop of rue.

By MICH Aft. DAWES

701 — ivit* Vulenifeh
iihkfd If ti'i-re was any
known nil' .ruffle* below
ii000 (t. in lii* area.

Flight service; “No
known ii'aftr.”

Mr Vitiei.ticll: There

seed's lu be a large iiir-
eiaft belaw £GP0 fL.

.- Al t*ype?
— Xcamto® (11111111, It
has lour bright. lights,

which appear to be Sand-

« n p
r [N

Lt S.-Je* LL if
and tic fold me le had

seen classified material lit
the .kale Vt/.AI* base which
continued his beliefs.”

The search y.id con-
tinue loony.

Yesterday, a HAAF Or-
ion long-range recon-
naissance pi.me swept the
area between King Jland
mid Capo Otway, Light
planes aiui King island
Cray boats also joined tile
search.

The Orion spotted an
nil slick late esterday
afternoon and dropped a
beacon. A boat will collect
a sample today to check if
the slick is aviation fuel.

Another single-engine
plane disappeared without
trace in Jiass fitrail on
December 71, HJjll.

The Fuji plane clashed
into the sea Jkm off Cape
OUvay on a flight from
King Island, No trace of
the pilot or the plane v;as
eyer found,

r-*»

M-l

It is not .in aircraft.

ing lights. The aircraft
has nisi passed over me
about 1000 ft. above.

Is large aircraft
confirmed?

= Affirmative. At the
speed it was travelling . ..
arc there any IfAAI** air-
cutft- iii ;lic” vicinity? -
neguttve. .

To;.. — ft is approaeh-
illg 1mm title east towards
me. It seems In be play-
ing some sort oT game ...
living at a speed | can-
not estimate. -

What

T ——

tude?

is yom* alti-

4i>00 ft.
— Can you confirm you
Can't "identify aircraft?
—Affirmative.

- It is not an air-
eralt, it's .. . (radio con-
reel v. is broken briefly>

— Cun you describe \
aircraft?

— Il is flying past. It!
is a long shape, | can-
not identify more than
that, it's coming for me
right now.

7.H - it seems to be
stationary. |I'm orbiting
and lilt’ tiling is orbiting
on lop r[ me also. It
has a giecn flight and a
sor' d metallic light on
the outside.

A few seconds later. Mr
Valentteii said the object
iinri vanished.

Flight service — Con-
linn it bus vanished.

«— Affirmalive, ufflr-!
native. Do you know i
wlinl i've got? "Is it mill- m
lary?

— No. No military traf- !
fie in the area.

712 — I'he engine is
rough idling and cough-
ing.

— What are your in-
tentions?

— J'm proceeding
King. Island. Unknown
aircraft is hovering on
lop of me. It is not ani
aircraft.

The flight service ack-
nowledged the message.
There was u Jong metallic
noise on -the radio . . .
and nothing more was
heard from, the plane.

to



U.F.O. CALL:
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By GEOFF WILKINSON and MICHAEL OA.v/CS

PILOT LOST AT SEA

single-engine Cessna 182,

>k

%

A YOUNG pilot and his plane vanished over Bass

Strait on Saturday night,

minutes

after tit

reported a mystery craft near him. ;

His parents said last night they beiisvsd be eoifif?-
have been taken by a UFO.

A big air and sea
search between King Is-
land and the Victorian
coast yesterday failed to
find any trace ol Fred-
erick Valent,ich or tlie
plane.

A RAAF Orion spotted
an oil slick about 25 km
north of King Island, but
some searchers said they
believed it was too b:g to
have conic from the plane.

The radio of Valen-
iich’s single-engine Cess-
na 182 cut out at 7.12
p.ra. on Saturday, seconds
after Valenticb™ toid air
trafTic controllers that a
large  object hovering
above him was “not an
aircraft.”

Four

minutes earlier,
Valenticb, 20, radioed
that the mystery craft

was flying towards him
and "seems to be playing
some sort of game , . .
flying at a speed | can-
not estimate,”

Mr Valentich said: "It's-
net an aircraft, it's ..
before his radio transmis-
sion broke briefly.

Asked by air traffic con-
trol'ers to describe the ob-
"icet, be s;bd it was a long
shape, “It has a green
P; i.f and * sort of metal-
ic light on the outside.”

He raid be was orbiting

® Frederick Valentic*’

“and the tiling is orbit-
ingl_ on lop of me.

wo minutes later ne
said his engine was
“rough idling and coueh-

He added: "Unknown
aircraft is hovering on
top of me. It is not an
aircraft." s

The Melbourne fl'&b
service heard a lonE
metallic noise, then sil-

ence.

A Transport Depart-
ment expert said hut
night he believed Freder-
ick may have accidentall
turned” the plane upside

- - -
duvn or into a steep bank
a.c becoming dis-
crientated in the dark.

But Mr Guido Valcnucn,
ol Aivein Av, Avondale
Heights, said he d.d not
ot'lieve the theory Ho
m-cjused the  Tran.-.pce»
Department of “trying to
cover up so neop'c vant
get alarmed.”

A department spokes-
man .mEd last night 'hat
IX the plane bad "ew'.vert-
At 1 tilt? pitot couui hyle-
seer, right from 1*“ Cape
Otwav aim King Island
lighthouses refected, on
tloud patches above him

The spokesma.r. said
conditions in the mca.
when the plane vanished
at about 4500 ft. were per-
f-rt, and the pilot should
in.ve bad almost unlimit-
ed vision

Mr  Valenticb said
Freaerlck had done moo.
cf his training for his_im-
resiriced private pilot's

c.pr.ce in the same
Southern  Air  Services
Cessna he was flymg on
Setyday night.

“He has done aerobatic
trainini;. 100, unci we dc
nor 1.link it is possible
that he would not know
lie was flying upside
dean," Mr Valentich
sajd. .

“1" don't know what to
think . . . it's a mystery,
but | believe a UFO is a
real possibility.

“We live in hope until
they find something.”

Frederick, the eldest of
foiu' children, bad plan-
ned to fly to King Island

and bring back some
crayfish lattr on Satm-
day night.

© Continued P?gv 2
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The King Island flight service
unft repo.-ted last night that
wreckage would not. be missed
by jm Intensive search In such
ideal conditions and the likeli-
hood ivi*s that the plane was
under?, .iter.

The IX-.tariment or Transport
customarily treals reports of
U1'Os with scepticism.

An offieiul spokesman said the
pilot was not an experienced
nighl flyer. jie had been flying
lor ID months and was building
up hours for a commercial
pilot's licence.

He had a night ratine hut
had never, flown to King Island
in darkness before.

‘mit. Is possible that he could

have become disorientated," the
rpokesmop s-td.
"The aircraft could have in-

verted and he could have seen
the reflections of the Cape
Otway and King Tskindd light-
houses on the clouds above him."

Mo explanatory has been given
for the long, loud metallic noise
heard by Melbourne control. Hut
officials r.Jnvl It was not nor-

mal.
Aviation experts were lest
enight casting doubt on the

m

u F O

department's official explanation
that the pilot could have been
flying upside down.
Tiie proprietor or
Fields Flying School.

Fogarty
Mr Terry

" Fogarty, said il would be impos-

sible tor a pilot to Ily upside
down for more than 31 seconds.

Even then liio pilot would be
hanging in h!s sea.lbelt straps,
covered in dust and books and
unable to speak eoheienlly on
(he radio.

Jn addition, (he engine would
fail because the Cessna 182 has
a wet-sump engine which would
be starved of oil.

Mr John Gorman, a private
pilot who returned from King
Island the same evening, said
he passed Cape Otway at 5.48

m.
P "There was not a cloud In the
sky,” he sold. "Visibility was
first rate.”

The lack of cloud or humidity
appears to rule out St EImo's
Fire a phenomenon which
has led to a number of UFO
reports from pilots.

In addition, it was scarcely
dark at .the time of the plane’'s
disappearance and that would
i.ave further reduced the likeli-
hood of the pilot's becoming

—

mystery

disorientated and flying upside
down.

Reports from the seardh area
indicate that the sea tempera-
ture was around eight degrees
alrovc freezing. But searchers
believe a pilot would stand a
good chance of survival In the
water If he wus wearing a life-
jacket.

CSiasss who's conning t o »* *

OUR page one story today about the
Australian pilot and the unidentified
flying object ever Cass Strait must
he oe of the best docunented and
most reputably backed stories in the
long history of U10 sightings and
experiences. There Is a hair-prickling
authenticity about the pilot's recorded
dialogue with the control lower which
nust, raise doubts in lire minds of tee
most confirmed UFO cynics.

We are rot suggesting that we
should fly into a flurry about little
green men and the litre - but we do
suggest it is perhaps time that man-
hand made up its collective mind
whether it will welcome or seek to
~epel visitors from space. For our
part, we rather think cur course
should be: if we can’'t beat them (and
We probably can't), jointhem.

-V R -

RS



“ pf-J A LONG SHAPE...CO:TUG FOR HIE FJICHT NOW...
HO7B3ING ON TOP OF 171" .

- A N
u.f.0. kysieW, *by ??obin Southey Tals S)
Australian
PLANE VANISHES AFTBR " LOUD METALLIC NOISE =* Page 1,2 &6
Date 23-10-73

A MASSIVE sea and air search was continuing *
last night for a light aircraft which vanished over; . - % .
Bass Strait seconds after the pilot reported he:1 tfght aircraft, began a visual And radio se~ch w e i
was belng followed by an unidentified flylng" "'® ptonc-faded 'o ton. up at Kutg Island on arrival
1 Mine of 7.28 pm.
An RAAF Orion from Edlnburgh South Australia

The pilot, Sir Frederick Valentich, 20. or Avondale a long-range maritime reconnaisar.ee aircraft 3>Fen-.
Heights, a Melbourne suburb, was on = flight iror*. ; ~H (lay vesterdav searching the area off Cape Otway
Melbourne to King Island on Saturday night when radio ! where the plane disappeared. The pilot later reporter*
.ontact was tost at 7.i? pm. having seen an oil slick in the area.

Hue plane, a $S00'< single-engined Cessna 132, isj The slick however, lying about 18 miles north oi King
owned by Southsn Air Senio.s, of Moorabbin. Only i Island is believed to be loo widespread to have come
+he pilot was on board. Mom a light aircraft. Tests will be made today to deter- ;

h his last minutes of .adio contact near Cape Otway i Mmine whether it is oil or fuel. !
Mr Valentich told Melbourne control he was being fol- j Hut the rescue co-ordination centre conducting the
lowed by a ’argo aircraft with four bright lights travel-? search from Melbourne remains mystified by the disap-
ling, at high speed, / pearance. '

The Depa*tnct of Transport last night released the ! Conditions' on Saturday
following tape-iCcoiding of the ground-air conversation night and all day yesterday

ojG

betv.3Gn Melbourne— Flight Service and the missing were ideal, with ime

aircraft, c, » weather, a mild north- ALT? Jo PANTED TG
This is the Iran.xript: . j westerly breeze and almost FLY: "WIRIER
7.06 pm. Pilol asked Melbourne Flight Service Unit J unlimited visibility.

whether there was any known train,

in the area below i The missing aircraft was
50hOft. n j carrying a Iifejacl_(et and_ a
Flight Service Unit: No known traffic. | “black  box radio  survival i,/ OMtoL'vN ARMSTRONG

j beacon transmitting on a high

Aircraft: Seems to be a larg”® aircraft below SOOUft. J distress frequency.

FREDS5PTUK  YalLntichU j

Accidenta & Inciflents

_ typo : | The Australian Coastal Sur- only am rtitioi: wa-: to be |
FSU- What of alrc_raft? . B | veiVance Organisation in Can- a rtfioi Ji*s falhor, Mi j
ATcraft: | can’t confirm It hor. four bright lights!-, I'terra has alerted aii shipping C-nVo val itich. said lost:
Appeav to be landing lights, Alrcraft Irfji jusl passed over 'and three  crayfish  boats night A
me -bout 3000ft above ] equipped with radio are working gnt.

FSU: Is large aircraft contlrrr.ad?

Aircraft. Afikmative. At ihe speed its travelling, are
lhere any ItAAF aircraft in the vicinity?

FRU: Negative.

their way up the west coast of
King. Island and toward Cape
Oiway on the Cessna's flight
path.

A thorough Iland search of
Cape Otway and King Island
has failed to find any trace of

“Otv.e | tool him d«wn to Moor-
abbin and we went up in anj
aeroplane vnd -ever since then ;
he e.-unfed io be-a pilot,” Sfr 1
ValeuUch said.

“l didn't i't’ notice tuvil
ho wa5 '7 r.rm ho -joined tile ,

the aircraft.
GONTINLED PACE 2
HITIRAL- PXEG6

7Ts NOT AN AIRCRAFT Alr S aining Coms:

7.(lo pm. Aircraft: *blfcourne. it’'s approa*. lung from due
east toward me. It sc-ens to be playing some sort of came.
” yiug a. speed | cunrot estnnai**.

last -'ghi
left at

ihit

A calm -Mr V-Uchticii explatriod ,
ilia son had '
pm. on Satuidoy '
to Uy io Kbvg Isirr.r, to pick
up some lobsters for the ofvi-

. A core of the A.r Training Corps. S
FSU: What is yeur altitude? 'oe “He I1rLl§ndehr: o get bacﬁ ¢! 0;
: . P o'clock ihe sahio night." -
Aircraft: 4°00it ; ; ; A said. "V-c were exporting h.r, ;
ICU: van you cuntinr, you can't identify aircraft? ha:,.-* bco'-W! anothet frm.-v j
Aircraft. Ahim.ative tvas having a coca) reunic. j
) o ) : I and he was ec.iiing too."

7 Ch pm. A>rciaf-: It’s r.o* an aircraft. It’'s . . . (break Frederick Valcr.tich had rce.-r

in «ransimssionk i ’ flc-n to King Isla; rt niwnt

X . . . bef~e though he had m.vye

FSU: O xi icu describe aircraft? j three or four trips there in

Aircraft: It is flying past, it is a long shape. Cannot hdaylight. ot hed *n insi

identify more than that. Corning for me right now. It T rﬁe?";“rr;%irﬁ’é ‘;tn die ned fown T
seems to be stationary. I’'m orbiting and _the thing is witli an unrestricted ih- iice i
mbiting on lop of me also. It has a green light and sort since February. _ ot
ot metallic light on the outside. Ke spent three years ir. the Air |

. Training Corps before brcom-

Alli craft then said the ob ject vanished. ing an Instructor.

FSU: Confirm it has vanished.

Aircraft: Ailirmative. Do you know what sort, of air-
craft i 've got? Is it military?

FSU: No. No military traffic in the area.

7.12 pm Aircraft: Engine is rough-idling and is cough-
ing.

FSU: What are your intentions?

Aircraft’ Proceeding to King Island. Unknown aircraft
now hovering on top oi me.

Pd’J acknowledged that message.

T re w;. then along metallic noise on the radio and
contact with vim aircraft was lost.

licence.

Valentich said.
three other children, Richard

Lara, 4.

He did most of his phot training
with Southern Air Services and
had to pass only meteorology
and aerodrome legislation be-
fore gaining his commercial

"He was very keen, quite good
and not over confident," Mr

Mr and Mrs Valentich have

12, and twin girls. Olivia and

—_—
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PIT.OT ALIVE - GIRL

MEW AIR HUTJT IF UFO RIDDLE

Herald
Pa”ne 1

Date 28-10-78

*11 hunﬁ| sti)rfed t'lday for missing "UFQ" pifof

f I
?reccr{e@ Valeniic

As a Department of Transport plane swept Victoria's
v-onu.-v/es,, coast today, Valentich’s father scoffed at sug-
gestions that his son staged his disappearance.

570,5GSs)

PHOT*®*S GIRL GOES IF VAIN TO F“RITIDEZ¥CUS*

Australian
Page 3
Date 23-10-78

RHONDA Rushton walked,
into a Victorian beach resort
motel and said she had
arranged to meet her boy-
friend— missing pilot Fred-
erick Valentich

“l thin!; ho is still alive, : e : )

i ; identified bv coming from  gtrait a week ago tedav (The  17-year-old Melbourne
Said Mr Outdo Valentich. {ne plane. llie search will . !

He said h; believed In- pe re-activated.” after reporting a mystery Jv, apPwMind distressed when
SO-year-old son haci bee,  As the plane took oft. ’\c/)lbject havering alove Us# Ii-tt Valentich, who disan-
tai.cn ixv a tR-’0. Department accicri’; m in- m.- . ~ pear-vi -eporli-ig a bh-irre

Asked v.Tcic hio «or»  rcitigplorn cont/'Mid in- Aviation sources said encounter with r,n unidentified
blight be Mr Valtntirk quiries into the dtsap- ©One report said Valentich .y g object over Bass Gt-di*
replied: ".our guess is rs \+: r?nee of the Avondale @S on & secret mission \as not there.

Heights man. lor the Defence Depart-

good ns riii'e,”

At bis home in Ar-vem
Ay., Avondale Heights, hs
atdect: "All I mn worried
About it that he was n:~
leased in a different urea,
very fa; away 'from where
he vk; taken."

Mr Valentich took this
Week o'f work as r design
draifc.-r.au. at OMR and
m.pt a vigil by his phone
>c await r.ev.s or his son.

"rvly todnv a twin-
myv.fieri Aero Commander
left Mootabbin Airport
;oa ;i-ikuU, making
.MMeeps or Victoria’s
south-west coast be-
tween Toroua narid Pci.ryv-
Corough.

A for liie
peowlmeni. said: “They
ars | o, t o »ce if sny-
r'I»ii— ha been washed
ashore.

“li anythin!* is found
wnlcU eon be positively

“They are going through
the history of the iljviii,
the pilot's training and
proficiency ami his
domestic and medical
background.” the spokes-
man “said.

Valentich could have
Jlended his plane unnotie-
t-i at any one of huu-
nreds of unofficial find-
ins strips scattered
throughout Victoria smci
the spokesman.

“In a plane such as a

Cessna, he would not
have needed a landing
strip as such — he could

have crash-landed on a
lonely road or paddock,”
the spokesman said.

Licence

Valentich, who worked
voluntarily for the Air
Training Corps and spent
most of his time prepar-
ing for his commercial
leot's licence, lived with
is parents.

He hired the Cessna
12 In which he disap-
peared from Southern
An- Services at Moorab-
bin.

The company's chief
living instructor, Mr Don
Bowman, 32, said Vairn-
lieh ‘hired .he planc
which, new, is worth
more than $40,000 at the
per Hying hour rate.

Hr raid the rale was
3- an hour but the price
‘fluctuated deﬁending on
the .let of the Ircraft.
He did not k-row when
the Cessna was built.

He said Valentich Iwd
been flying with the com-
pany fer almost two
years.

Tests on a Bass Strait
oil shea: showed it was not
iron; an aircraft.

Rumors escaletcd today
about the cause oi 20-
year-old Valeniich's dis-
appearance — over Bass

Hale on Friday she was still
ilot's mn the area .-.round Apoilo Hnv
girlfriend, Rhonda Rush- aooul [fiCkrn  from Melbourne
ton, was wupset when searching vith her parents for
Frederick failed to meet

ment.
Reports that ‘.he'g

her at an A)x>lo Bav 20-year-old Vale.Rich, who van heard ail aircraft ftv over In

guesthouse this week v M ; : A 1L '+ mm> after claiming Jign oiise rr ilie time Vr.fH
enied today. Jis _bent pianc Vas beim = U o - id b
The guesthouse owner. | b'r,zed' by ? IJFO. ich’s {dan-- «as said ro

leaving the land lor King Isian-
A group of <hc missing pilot's in Bess St-:if.
in the area. The friend.-i o f mat (his we

Mrs Joyce Ford, said MR:

Rushton. :<« eoiraerhed |
her on Tin r.-.uay, l.ninds veie also
timbered

“She didn't, sav any- p:t fulling heavily : W
; v : S \
thing much ‘a* ati , %oy ya-js md btsh tracks for qor o TS p,"OtS often *Qu
she ust cam,- irok- f the uoriMr at,.! turn tc r.v
§ J . K- a n ice of the ph-hc. irn - &
ing lor Kcmebiay,” said wnen they sijjjp nr i.griMjou ..
Mrs Ford. Miss Rushton. who had earner
Miss Rip:'iton had at loin fi'* Aunr-Hait she believed _
first asked whether a man Vvalentich  still alive, walked l.yw . -ARCH
with a name similar w o« jjc Fines Motel at They raid: "We want h
Rous!on had booked ir- Aonu.; Ray .,yj asked Srt search tu Sica b. 11'..

“1 said we had ;io 0;.C ykiv'-Xtolk ici i i
by that name, said Mrs official scsivh was cou-yntralci
Motel own,., Mrs Joyce Ford on the sea and not the laud.

Ford.
Wnen 1 -aid Ck.c WaS  wjpere arr It n-liers who ban

“Then she asked if Fred .said.
Valentich vas heir. nobody by m.t name staying fknown bn- mr years and ull o
bs think he i. still alive. =

T said: “What:, a'i the heie she seemed ready lo cry.

interest in ibis biokc? 1 "% > -
have had phone jail.; here J She said she had a,limped (= “Tnei-e :..e more of i*s who
ail day, and | sick oi meet him r; 7 o'clock - itline ‘s .
them. 'She jusl stood the - for are  witling _to Jom.* £ a
“She then hiso me he several minutes as & .- s-ar.-.h, blit they wo. leave

I Melbourne miles: ii'o worth it

was the missuig pilot."  couldn't believe me rtnr ,diyi.. | o !
Seconds inter,  Miss [waul to leave." 1 dly Ai liit* moment the wealh-'r
Rushton had tm-neo and loo bad.
walked out the cm door. .
"She wasn't upset,” Mm CHICKED SN Meanwhile, lesls by .h-
Ford said. Deoal imrin of Transport have
: Riv.v.f1, ril'i  he; pari -ruk-d out any connection ne-
ofmfg‘i,”dgn ""Ter%rstgayc%f‘? tnc. .r,3 ilmlo .moth, r inofcl wern .i.i oil slick in Bass Sirail
ternoon to Sealll illirk and earlv. nn '--May to and Valentich’s Cessna.
forest in case Videntic': s~Ti-n :hr -u:y-d Otway tnoun- .
had crashed there and la'ns. The tests showed that ihe on
was hurt. . , ean,- from a marine dicsei
He had enough fuel in , {1703 125 aid she ot engine “and “not from an
fly a! least another o0 V™ » PV aim aft

km when he vanished. —pyy injured, after a forced bind- ‘rhe slick was also thought too

The friends contacted ; P ; ;
the pilot of die only ing ..oTOewheri in Victor!i. . large to have come from a
lane based at Apollo Valentich's friends, who w.;sld plane.

ay, Mr Brian Bothnia, not ;ave rheir names, said liiey
and began their own thought he might have had
ground search. radio trouble after he numb d
Mr Rotlmle said: '"Tney sighiing a UFO and then turned
fold me they thought lie. for the safely of land.

could have crashed io to . . .
12 miles inland. They are equipped vi'!d ratlio

“But we couldn’t get off transceivers and  Hi- phnbf

the ground here yester- among (hem .iiieri ro .
day. it, was pouring.- a local aircraft to .ojake an
aerial search, but put j( of!

because the weather tvas bud.

They had planned lo fiv oven
rugged jTpiUes on Cape Otway
attar celling on ihe cape' light-
house keeper fm- iuformati-.uv

He loici them he had ho#
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VGIPX WAITS db u.p.o.

sp,ys an-Try father

pilot

I'ystery not hoax,

Sunday Telegraph

The girl friend of pilot Fred Valentich, said to have Page 3 & 17
been take nby a UFO, came out of hiding yesterday and D ate 59-10-78
said she was waiting for him to return.

Sixt d chard and twin feur-
Ixteen - year - 0O H year-old  sisters  Olivia
Rhonda Rushton re- , Flight pian and Laura were relatively
xe?jtedd_that gatelTFICC)h ;? Miss Rushto/i, of East calm earlier in the week.
w?th he;scusse s Preston, said Valentich, Yesterday Mr Valentich
: of Avondale Heights, was said  they . were very
*"He once told me that supposed to pick her up  worried.
If a UFO did come to at 730 pra o;,_Saturday.
earth he'd go back with gggg were going to a Documents
it,” Rhonda said, ™out Bui. according to his He said Fred had told

not without roe."”

" 1flight

him he hod seen clas-

But Miss Ruihtcn be- ppian, Valentich m

lieves Valentich landed in could n«t possibly have sified documents or

rugged bushland near ; *E;o??n hJDck in Melbourne _UFOSs Iat tn?]'IRAAHF arse
; ! efore D prn in S.,le. while his son

Ca%_pﬁeoz\/;ﬁ');arl;(i“[esf?ahva%d _Valerrtich did not  ask was i.i the Air Trailing

Intrigue  to  what is m .King Island airport con- Corps.

becoming one of Austra- > trollers to s'vuvh, on the atBut CEI?AF \A?ipno;eé[)nngln

IIaOStP?;fatom¥SStigyesr’ll”lcti-:'isé Guido Vuientich . runway lights. This mander Colin Chaliss,

esterdap 9 Jutr(tgeous to suggest ~ Wwould have made it im-  saki: -"\Ve have files on

Y v possible 'or him to land unusual aerial sightings

THE PILOT'S father,

He is hfriina.'

m on th° tiny .atrip.

but they are net clas-

Guido, reacted angrily to . ;
suggestions that h?s gon‘s They —were his last Nor: have  police on sified and Mr Valentich
Lgg words. King Island found any- did herm -
disappearance was an Today Robev « haunt- oOne who had arranged id not see them.

elaborate hoax and the

ed bv the conversation.

to sell crayfish to Vaien-

Mr Don Sowtnan, chief

yOtung Tan V_VtOU|d ZOOE DEPARTMENT of tich — tile stated reason flying instructor at
return to write a boc ioi i . for the flight. Southern  Air Services
- Transport officials still i g : A :
ab(:ut a visit to Mars. believe Valentlcli crashed Rhonda and F'cd met ani  Valentich's  in-
What about toe |nto Bas.i Strait, although at a dance sx months Strucior,  .said: He
family's feelings™ said  there has been no sign of ago. seemed a normal bloke
Mr  Valentich.  "Whet gny debds "He was a very happy r.r.d an average pilot.
about my son's career Yet some investigttors person and hid lots of "Unless they find the
It is outrageous 10 think he either crashed friends,” she said. aeroplane. | don’'t Lnink
suggest he is hiding some- or  Ufiu'-d  safely in "His amoulon was to Welil i.ei  know  the
’ fictor'a. become a senior .commet - answer.”
V51.FKT JCH wa; cjal pilot — he loves Valentkh  had flown
'Sucked up' carrying er-ough fuel io>  flylne er.o'c msh-b 150 hours, in-
"l believe he was 300 mMinutes flying — “AVc talked about 'JPOr ludin: h b
; ; nearly ifflOkm ; cludin; more than
sucked up into the air bv The trio from Moorab- but he wasn’t as keen on h iah
a UFO and then forced . " K?ng Island and em as some people ours v eight
back to earth somewhere —pon "\ ouid need only ~ave saidt TiiRNTO TAOF 17
— perhaps in Central "\ i mount Rhone.-, aeniect that
Australia. : the had ge-te to Apollo
Mr Valentich appealed H Bay. near Crje Otway, FSOM PAGE 3
to governments, pilots QHs fo'rth 2h m%tef _;e.ddezvov.s
coastguards and seamen TWO other light W! er boyiriend. Steve Robey quashed
ehroughout the world ‘o ajrcraft | ave disapp ared Cars L r -suggest 10ils that the pilot
look out for his son. in the same area m the Alive was Lying upside down.
THE LAST person to Past id years. " " " ol .
talk 1o FEred pVaIentich A Fuji single-engine I only went there t(? "l don’t believe lie was
plane disappeared with- see what (he bush wa;: disoriented because he

said he was shocktc b.
the man’s disappearance.

“l had to force roystif
to stay as calm as pos;>-
ble,” said flight coniroller
Sieve Robey.

"l was stunned but 3
had to handle it."

; Adding to the confu-

Robey was ai the othei So(v)v\l,'la;h_eaSt i mCape sion, l\%rs Joyce Ford, ' wmbeing banged together.
rday mgnt when Va. THE LIGHTHOUSE Qritel SLr®.gey fner  Bat Ropey cad: It
lentich  described being keheper alfj Capge Otwaé/, in jud asked for Free keying of a mike." P
?i?izezded fl?/%/nganob?enég,?na. ;vaio(? V;li%u har‘]jOt rot nﬁ?aerd X?i[:rz]segg"osar)gggt Shr:(ren had - wolalentich Spoke his last
long shape with a creep any alrcrait_at the time “When 7 <cid ther- .war words to Robe_y from the
light. Valentich said lie was in body  of that  narme * blue and white Cessna,

“Unknown aircraft now the area despite the Egre syhe S emed reade to Delta Sierra Juliet, at (
hovering on top of mej* clear night and the fact .. " Y e i 3
Valentich said to Robey. that the, pilot's flight ) He .said he was over

irace on n~cttriber
2i, almo-.t exactly
where Valentich 'eported
be-was beii.g burred

I'l the other incident. 3
Tiger Moth with two
people on board disup-
peaied a few Kki'ometres

out

Plan was almost directly
oyer the lighthouse.

Bass Strait fishermen
said they saw or heard
nothing.

lit-" where he might have
landed," she said.

"l think he’s still alive
and we won't, stop
searching for him until

we know for sure what
has happened,1

Asked what he thought
had happened to h-s son,
Guido Valentich  said:
"Your guess is as good a:
mine. | hope’s hc-'s alive.’

The Valentich fsittily
-- Guido, mother Alberta,
12 year-old brother Ri-

wa; communicating quiie
clearly,"” s-id Robey,

Or., report to the
Department of Trcnspor*
says the metallic sound,
which ended the Valen-
tich-Robey conversation
was like two drink cans

Cape Otway and below
1500m. He was due at
King lIsland at 7,28 pm.
A friend Of Valentich,
who would not be named,
said near Cape Otway
yesterday: "Freddie was
too good a pilot to go
down in the drink.

"We believe his radio
failed and be must have j
turned back to land.1
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WO PILOT KM) PUSL, TOP 800 KM

Misd'-r pilot Frederick VrJert-
tiri. exee eiK-agh *.¢?! to fly at
another SCO kiJonactrfcS
Mvto. lie vanished n«  Cape
Otway last Saturd v insist.
Valf.nt)Vn, AH. disarmtv. datic-r
report 2 UFC <. = ifip w
Kiiife Island.
iits; fniber Mr. Gi. \  mVr.ticp.
;,5'd Vj3iKrdi.y h: b?: eye > rmi
h;-- been lift'd to a if' bei h;,»
rudy oy a tji 0 and .<Ci. «.* = =m
— TJHifinpi- ir. CerF ‘' eeee >
L .vfe-'ur-tfK $ a! I-'icvc '-jitu*

tick's blue and white Cessna 185>
crashed_and sank.

The Department of Transport
r welled yesterday thot Valeutich
mok off “from Ivioorabbin  with
about @ litres of aviation spirit
oF P"-’ ~d enough for 300 minutes
of IJ or 1010 kilometres.

Ta= : into account a trip of
between oo and -15 .ninnies to
Caps Otway the aircraft still had
enough fuel to fly S0t kilometres,
a spokesman foi the department

_ Said.

Continued — 3

t5«£E5I
'UFQO" pilot

T-i<nt”™ i~V

for 800 km

“However w-* 'av- no reason
to believe the *irc*ftft wf* ™ ‘r
vi-hc-.' el-e but b v (LA
when the messv.f was receive-.,

“Vetoniich radioed that « ." r
iden’if-d living -yiect was new-
ering over me . H:s Mst report, d
position was oenr IMpeJh‘M\.

* The Transport  Deparfu.ent
spokesman said although tbr
-.line v/as undur « radar >-an it
W - outside controlled ?.r space
and w;.a not bong watched spec-
fI1|” direct scan was r.ftcnvtted
,vji-n Vaitntich reported djiheui-
iic- <uu after 7 pm out the P'S..s
d.d not show up on the radm

S Department of Transport in-
vestigator? have »i:o cstaohshc-u
eHut Mr Valtentum (id not rs*
the King island airpm; to ilhmiRr
ate the runway before leaving

i —you
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On the deserted street of
Apolio Pay at high noon it
was a strange encounter of
the word kind.

The word was "rumor" and it
was being spat from the mouth
of a wild-eyed young man talk-
ing murder.

The scene was yet another biz-
arre turn in the case of Fred
Valemich, the missing pilot in the
Bass Strait UFO case.

“If I find out who started this
mrumor I'll shcot the bastard down
like a] dog,” he said, climbing
from ihe front seat, of his Holden
¢sir. bin” to confront me.

Apoiio Bay was so quiet that
"he Starship Enterprise could
probably have landed on the roof

' of the pub unnoticed by the resi-
* denis.

1 About the only people to be
seen were the agitated young
man and his friend and a gaggle
of reporters and photographers
who had drifted down from Mel-
bourne to check out the rumor
I-that Fred Valenticl-. had fooled
eeverybody and was holed up in a
motel.

m "if that camera goes off again .

eI'll ram it down your neck. |
ought to shoot you bastards now
probably stuned this
tumor,” said the young man.

It has been written (by Plautus)
that there is nothing amongst
mankind twitter than a rumor.

Search plan

m This one began around 7 pm
o'l Thursday when an anonymous
train oegan phoning newspapers,
end Tv and radio stations.
When he had calmed down [he
vounf man explained fhst he
heard it on the radio <md that
within two hours, with the en-
;ine of his ‘car boiling, he and
iis friend had arrived in. Apollo

Moorabbin. 1 .

Thi* was done by Melbourne 1 1He said that like most of Val-
Flight Service. when be reported c - fitich's friends, who believe him
see ug a_UFO t o be “the straightest guy

e Department of Trans- e round,” he is desperate and cott-
port’ spokesman said it was nor- f  u-ed.

mal procedure for a pilot on a
night flight to King Island to ask
thai landing HgiTs he turptc. on
hefote 1saving Moariihbin.

The search for the missing
plane was called off orl Wednes-
day aiier search aircraft covered
about 7000 square miles without

finding any wreckage. 1

foy JEFF WEUA 3

His story became* rambling mu
disjointed as lie talked — having
forgotten for the moinect ids de-
site to shoot somebody.

F; said ‘ralentich’s Jfi-yr w-sid
giWwft.mJ Fhonda Rushtoa bed
been with them in Apollo Cay but
had 1-ft, “tracked, up something
chrome”.

AL-iice k-fei said two young
friends of ValeiTich hrd been
scon yvith a teen .gs girl asking
Cjiiestions m motei- in the iown
cn ThUKday night.]

‘T'ttt wt- know vi:.d nifo”
thr young man -aid. pe s 'p in
rt1he ”hi: but wt can't gni, to

im.

report

Then, without promp’'mg, he
r-'id: "it's nothing to do with
Fred flying drugs. Fred hate-,
drugs — | saw iiim flatten ¢
Moke 0. co just because the
l).cKc otfer.'-d him drugs.”

‘He sm-i he smd his friend had
tried. to p-*rsuade local mint$ fo
tab; tnem on & search of thf
O\, wsiy Raiipt't bchinu Apollo pay
but yer'ercays conditions WUS
tot hap.

Wis-n pressed fur i:ls napif
TOT r mmerel.? reason< wbv Vs VT**
trh v uid he m the are., t*€

g mar. back-d oh and s_ Fed

it. ms cc—

Sergeant B. C. Klemm .jf His
Apollo «ay police said thi first
hi- heard of tl-e rumoi about
Valeuf.cii was a tral from the
Mike Wililesec- team.

“The hbis have not been search-
ed. Coca! pilois will go up when
the weather clears, but we have
no evidence that fie :s there,” he
said.

"There are old abandoned log-
ging towns up there vov cun't
even get to — it could -teke dav;
for a man to pet out* of there
even if he. could survive e plant*
aauh.”



Missisa pilot
tape
under wraps

By PITER ROBERTS

The Department of Transport is re-
fusin'- to release Us tap-? recording
of missing pilot Frederick Vr.len-
tich s description of his confronta-
tion with a UFO.

A wide ;.?src« :ms failed to fird any
trace iff Valer.tich or on- single-ensine
aircraft in which l-e disappear i over
Bass Strait after describing a UFO.

A spokesman for the Minister for
Transpoil, Mr. Nixon, yesterday agreed
that tii? department had already taken
extraordinary action oy released a
transcript of part of Valehtich's last
conversation.

But he said there was no possibility
of the Press 'listening to the recording,
even confidentially,

"We belli ve ihat air safely investiga-
tors ran pwhably come to better con-
clusions ihut the Press." lho spokes-
man rid from Canberra.

“\Ve nave our own views uii what
happened and thev certainiy done uwv
elude UFOs."

'(he spokesman would net elaborate
publicly cm why the tape recording
could not be released.

The DcDsrtment transcript dees net
cover all of ValenticU's flight and ends
with what is described as a "metallic
click.1,

Vaientieh was on a flight to King
Island when he reported "an unknown
aircralt hovering over me". .

A spokesman for the department i
Melbourne said the file on the dis-
appearance would remain open.

He said the investigation would be
finished only when some conclusion
could be reached.

“We have no new leads on what
happened to him when he went, if he
went," the Melbourne spokesman ssid.

He said it was department policy
not to release tapes.

-~
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—aSccide*T™B h Inoidcti.
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Sate 31-10-78



i . b dndsay musdock

mA sample of oil taken from

Bass_Strait will probably be
. the Department of Transport's
, cniy method of establishing il
S ilot  Frederilk Valentioh’s
essna 1b2 crashed,

f Day three of a land and sea
!15earc ye%tferocljay Ifauled to find
any uace e plane .

i ?sesufts_ of testg on the oail at
I the n.iterials re ;earch laboratory.
Mui'itNrnang, wi'i be known o
elay. '

A fishing boat took the sample
from the Mick 40 kilotnot>es
nortK-ave.it of JGrty Island. This
area was under the flight -.«aih
cjf .Vaiestich's plane.

-v AMN-TDAITS & HICIDMTS

If the oil Is from a iipht air-
craft, investigators will assume
that Valentich crashed after re-

porting in unidentified flying
object on Saturday night.
Valentich was flying from

Moorabbin to King Island in the
chattered single-engined plane to
pick up crayfish.

The search for the plane wil!
continue at daylight today.

A Nomad aircrait yesterday
took over from an RAAF Orion
which had searched since Sun-

/ day.
Four other liahi planes also
joined the search from Cape

Schcnck to the east coast of King
Island.

Valentich's instructor, Mr. Aub-
rey Coates, »aid yesterday ihe

fHfTSL CLUE 17T SEA KUIfT FOR PLANS

Sun
Pane 3
Date 25-10-78

Dy GEOFF WILKINSON
A BOAT will today pick up pieces oF

meial

pilot could have become confused
by beams from the Cape Otway
and Cape Wickham lighthouses.

Mr, Coates, who has flown in
the.area for 13 years, said the
lights could have appeared <o
have been unidentified flying ob-
jects.

“There is the possibility that
the lights mav have compounded
on the plane's window making
them appear like UFOs." Mr.
Coote. of Grovedale, near Gee-
long, said yesterday.

Mr. Coote said it became diffi-
cult to tell the difference between
the sky and die water at dusk.

“It becomes quite easy to lose
your sense of balance and trust
what you see with your eyes
rather than what your instru-

ments tell you" he said.

“As the phot's reunited con-
versation dealt mainly with kss
visual cues, it's outre likely that,
he drdn’'t take any notice of wir .
his instruments were saying to
maintain altitude.”

A boat today will pick up
pieces of metal sighted by %

search clfinn in >asr Strafe about
15 kilometres off 'Vyc River yes-

terday afternoon.
But Department o* 'raursc <

spokesman said it was heoeyed
the metal v.as among vtipbixli

from a ship-

"v/e Wl have it picked cp jure,
ir. case," be taaitl.

“But it doesn't fU in with any
plane wreckage.”

spotted ir.
flic search fer a m

A rectangular piece of

mwhite racial end n similar

blue piece .vc.c spotted
by about JO km off
W.ve River yesterday.

A Transport Depart-
ment spokesman said last
night that no boats had

been it the area at the
time of the sighting.

The spokesman said
the position had been

plotted and the objects
would be collected today.

He said the crew of the
scorch plane believed the
pieces were likely to be
ships' waste rather than
wreckage.

Frederick Valentich. 20,
vanished over Bass Strait
in a blue-and-white Cess-
na 132 last Saturday
night after reporting a
mystery craft hovering
above him.

Tile search was stepped
up Yyesterday afternoon
when four ~ twin-engine
light plants joined a

Bass Sfrr.it du.ing
issing tighf plane.

long-ratine maritime ver-
sion of the Nomad.

Tiie planes covered a
triangular urea  from
Cape Schanck to a point
50 km east of King is-
land arm across to Cape
Otway.

A Cessna !50 searched
Kin Island’s northern
beaches. Parties of police
and volunteers also
checked along the coast.

The results of tests oil
an oil slick found in the
search area are expected
today.

The missing
father said yesterday he
still believed his = son
could be alive.

Mr  Guido Valentich
said he though; it was
ossible that Frederick

ad been taken by a
spacecraft. o

“Maybe he is in outer
space, and maybe they
will release him in a
week or so — this is whj
I could still see him

man’s

alive," Mr Valc.itich said.

The search for the
missing plane will resume
this morning.

® The Sun had many
calls yesterday from
people’ claiming to have
seen UFOs at the week-
end,

Mrs Louise Robbins of
Mt Waverley saw an ob-
ject in the sky from her
holiday home at ‘Wongar-
ra, near Apollo Bay, on
Saturday night.

_According to Mrs Bob-
bins it shone foi aj- et
five minutes before mov-
ing out of sight.

A husband and wife
also reported .sighting a
star-like object in U.e sky
in the same area.

Other calls came from
various parts of Victoria
including Wcrribee and
Gippslahd.

Sightings were also re-
ported by a number of
people in the city area.
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| Tape ‘gap’ Pate  25-10-78
heightens
mystery

i"m

By JOHN PINKNEY and
ROBIN  SOUTHEY

' TILE Federal Department of
Transport is withholding,
parts of the tape recording

1in which missing Melbourne

1pilot Frederick Valentkhi
|describes his  encounter!

I with a UFC.

i Mr Valcntich, 20, disappeared”™
over Bass Sitait on Saturday*
1night  after telling of g
' nystericus Object manoeuvring
around his light plane.

On Sunday night, after the'
nature of Mr Vaieiitlch'S disap-,
pearance was given to the
media, the department- released’
" transcript of the pilot's colll
:Yerratwn with Melbourne tf*iiht
1Service Unit.

I-1 The transcript allegedly covers
si:: minutes — from 7.06 pm to
7.12 pm.

But the department's press of-
. fleer, Mr Ken Williams, said yes-
terday. “Die Lfwpe certainly jams
for longer than Six minutes. It.
icould ho half an hour. We re-
! Iteyv. d only the highlights.” .

Mr Williams refused to allowl

! The Australian to he the rest?

Jof the tape and said it was

N\ against departmenta! po'~V 'to
release apeident tapes before an
official inquiry.

Mr Williams said that tthe
“long metallic noire" which
ended radio contact was-still a
mysteiy.

The = department's transcript

i suggests that at 7.0 pun mthe
i pilot began to describe the ob-
: ject chasing him. ft reads-'-I'p
not an aircraft. It's ----- " (break
in transmission).” |

A source indicatt-3 there was
no -break in transmisstos' end
that Mr ValcntiCh -vers: On.lift
describe the UFO hi detail, ty

It. is understood mat the ph
Jot's voice on the tape 's r.o®
mal. There is no hint of panic.

The department is still treat-
ing it as a routine accident in-
vestigation. The rescue co-ordin”
atior. centre and Australian
Coastal surveillance organisation
are continuing an air and sei
search between Cape Otway and
King Island.

Yesterday is was revealed that
Mr Valeniich filed only a one-
way flight, plan to King Island,
despite Ins announced intention
to fly there .fot a load of cray-
fish and return immediately.

—
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The Department or 1;ona-
pori lust night called off
the search ' for missing
pilot Frederict Vaimtiich.

Land And >e? search*.-.-*
- since Sunday had failed to

t locate the Cessna 182
, which Valenticli. 20. was
>flying when he repo. red

j seeing an unidentified fly
j ing object.

A department spokesman
said last night the rc-suit of
tests on an oil sen,; :e fakeo
from a slick in *a«s Strait
will be known today or io-

, morrow.

The spokesman said
| search aircraft had covered

t 7000 square miles 'i fm.i
ldays. Eiyht rurmf' had
flown a lota! of 70 hours.

Stm
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*TIE sn-icl. \Wo* -j
| plane v.!i"l-
J over lirss Mcnil

catted oft last nlrtit,
The only clue to the

whereabouts

—

pilot
er.tich. 20.

ltua Sunday.

Del enee Department
riot com-

1 scientists had

Su:jgle orgh c Cessna

'w.tuOvk V 1o
is .ut oil slick
found in the search area

He said investigators had
disregarded pieces of metal
sighted about '5 kens off
Wye River on Monday be-
cause it was almost cer-
tainly rubbish frurn a ship

Aircraft ard shins have
been asked to watch for
signs o: ihe aw. .aft and an

Ato Cornuwicer 'Yill hy
over beaches later this week
ir. case wreckage is wash-
ed ashore

The department spokes-
man said the- search would
be stepped up ag-M-i jf any
wreck age was located.

Meanwhile an  ex;.'l'e
enc-ed piiot lias condemned
the Deparh-uenL of Turns,

showed
aviation fuel,

In the same place.”

, INCIDENTS

Cesrrta 1S2 w fly over Bass .
Strait.

‘H's a bad
-vatar and they will just I
kiTfl on gong down,” said 1
Mr. "olio Eerby, 56, of St. >
Kild.-t.

Mr. Kerby, who has held !
his pilot’'s licence for id
years said yesterday hej
war ten. sca:-i to fly over |
Eass Strait in a singlel
engine pi ,nf.

He placed an ad in "The |
Age" yesterday asking
when mh- Department of .
Transport was going to stop j
these forcin': from cross-1
ing the Strap.

Mr Kf.by is convinced-
Frederick valenficb is |
id-sing betauct- ins engine .

stretch ot j

pora for aHowinu siji£?'- foiled. The UFO theory -
i-ng'ne aircraft- like ifu or.intense,” he said.
lirbt
nislicil c
was
pleted iTis on the 0||J
of the met uiiu
iaa A “Transport Depart
inert spokesman  s.i.d

yesterday that if Ihr tests 1
‘lint Uic slick was
the missing,
plane would "probably beK

»

5AStE)
SEARCH ChP? FOR PILOT
I UFO SCARE
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By VIO OR CARUSO

THE IXpnrl'.iient cf Trtss-
port Insi night called off the
search for missing pitot
Frederick itich whose
plane vanished on -Saturday
niter lie reported he was
being chased ljv mUFO.

A departmen spvkexmsm -..ii!
rifcH civil aircraft mul an
itAAt* Or:))ii liad s -.celled jibniit
1860 rqu uv Hit* n. -r<of r-.v-n.

Ships >nd planes cm. blip
mru S.iuil vottlrt tie asked to
tnalniidi] a ].»'kcut lor wreckage
mid a department;:: plane v.-ouid
check beaches inter .ids week.

Every hi.-s. crackle and metal-
lic u-iisc t. .'orried nr Valon.irh's
flit' tape" are to be repro-
duced My the department.

I will cove.- the 58 minutes
front the time lie took off from
Mucrabbin Airport ai G!0 pm to
712 i»m after lit reported in-
terference from at: unidentified
tly-'i.t t-ijwt.

Tin- dtprolinen, j-literday -e-
lea;<<] a “je-cliinmar.'/ transcript”
of the tape hrgintdn/ &, f.itfi
with Valentieh m-kiiig lhe Mcl-
'yairnc I-'li-.h, Service Unit
.vhether there any traffic
lying |/ low SftOiyt.

e.us lrunscript makes no
em-iiiionl of iii.isi-.s -.tid Valeti-
li.-h'- last v.-or.l,. it are hut
call sign "Delta > rra Julie!
Melbourne.”

Th<n there is a 17-second
blank. dc.ir.ibed in the

transcript as "open microphone
for 17 seconds,” which means
find V.itehtich held the sneak
'Hilton on li.s radio microphone
without speaking.

It is during this >7 seconds* *
th.n a mysterious mei-dlic noise
it heard, although lot* prelimin-
ary .ranr-c-ipt makes no n,”*n-
101 of it

A department sp k-sinnn. Mr
Ken Willismi -.'id yesterday no
other convci.-atioh between V.i-
lentich and the fi'ght service
vas recorded b-i-yoi.d that point.

Ilc said a preliminary
transcript was die first, rushed
trallsrript fcr ui 17 air safety
ii'Ve tigatoia.

The ftdl tnpc. which included
the earlier cleararce tor take-
on, would he analy’ed.

Mr  Williams discounted a
theory that since Valenlichs
pline was not picked up by
radar he could have been else-
where,

“We've cal no reason to be-
lieve that he was- anywhere but
vherc he said he was,” Mr Wil-
liams said.



By JO WILES erd HELEN THOMAS

m H E cabin was suffused tvith
JL green, ? bright green light
beaming down from the belly
of the unknown craft.

Mantis-like, it hovered above
the US army helicopter. Then,
with a whoosh, it sucked the
chopper skyward.

Tlie occupants. Major Lawrence
Coyne and his three crewmen,
gwear that ft cigar-shaped cratt
18 metres long and about six
metres tail dragged them 330
metres through the sky.

They came down to Earth to
teil the world of their "UFO en-
counter" over Mansfield, Ohio,
on October. 18, 1973.

Now, five years and six days
later, we are wailing to see what
happened to a young Victorian
pilot missing over Ba*s Strait
since Saturday night.

Ufoiogi-ts are already noting
the siinilaritres between the

Coyne case and that of 'O-year-
old Frederick Paul Vclentich.

Valentirh, an Air Training

instructor from Avondale

Heights, vanished in his single-
cr.'Tiie Cessna somewhere be-

tween Cape Otway and King

Island at precisely 7.13 pm.

Like Coyne, be had reported
smbliag an aircraft travailing
rapidly towards him from the
east. 'Like Coyne, he described
the craft as a long object with
. green lights.

More dramatically, the last
words he relayed to the Mel-
bourne Fiight Service, at Tulla-

marirse, were: “Unknown aircraft
hovering on top of me.”

r The department B< IX-fcnct has
yet to begin its official investiga-
tion of Valenticn’'s claim that toe
hovering ohiset was indeed an
extra-terresrt.d enigma. _

— Explanations q1 oast j.g.i.mgs
have always been rational, logical
and emphatically i'wn to M’tn

In 1976, the RAAF's special
UFO unit officially investigated
36 separate sightings throughout
Australia, it handled about double
that number by telephone in-
quiries.

m A gnost without exception, the
p> AF -.ould provide rJausioie ex-
planations tor :ke it.en -owns —
Venus, meteors, aircraft hgl ts.
weather balloons, even spaoo
debris r.nd Russian rocket re-use.
The Victorian UFO Reseatc.
acknowledges “mistaken
ident'-c- in 80 per tent ot all
reported UFO sightings.

Bu' it criticises the "systematic
a*tempt"” official authorities ma.te
to debunk the other 2J per cent.

fn 19C2. the US«atr force cate-
gorically stated that flying sauc-
ers did not exist. It said tnere
was a natural explanation for

‘mvirtually all of the /3e9 sightings
made between 1947 and 1961-

Th 1969, a report commissioned

by the US air force and endorsed

by the National Academy o.
Sciences reiterated the same
message: there were no flying
saucers.

But last year it was revealed
that, the air force had been dili-
gently documenting all UFO re-

.search Society’s

. an electrical

111

ports at the ssioe time as it de-
nounced them.

In Australia, the RAAF .-eep?
“an ep<tn mind”. But: it duns not
ap-ei.r to 'eke UFO sightings too

seriously even when .there tec
more than u-uttl. s
Retwe-.n October T> 'nd -x

there were 11 sightingl :a and
arounb Melbourne — a pheron.e-
non the RAAF attributes to the™
fjving saucer season.

it if. thar tinv* m tha year
again*  season whan Verns
bright and illusory, when irieteor-
lies are ziopi.*r abound ihe yoi*
verse *vh?n m'jrtais ire
mJforic.

Tne flying saucc-.r season has
been recognised by many people

. from the late Lord Casey to Mrs.

Yvonne Church, Of L_:lciioi e,
northern Victoria.

Mrs. Church and her dairy tar-
mo,- husband, Tom, are convinced
that- there is something “out
there” which they- we. everyone
cannot ‘logically explain.

Their cor.' it'or i- io.tr'. tA OV
sober, intelli :ret experience, an
experience which the UFO we-
vice-president,
paul Norman, describes as 'one
of the must spectacular Austra-
lian UFO sightings”.

One December mornmg las,
year Mr. Church found a iar'te,
burned ring in a neighboring pad-
dock. Soil samples indicated -hat
the scorched ring was creaied by
discharge.

Nine nights later, as they were
driving home, the couple saw an
orange-red object, about moon-
size slowly descend.

V-'ith a group of fellow farmers
and townspeOplJ, he Churches
spun, five hours watching as four
objects — more certainly, a ser.es
of lights — emerged ' om the
UFO “noon” to move across the
sky, rising, faffing and hedge-
hoppinl close to the ground.

Mrs. Church believe: that' her
her experience was one of the
seatonat nhenomena.

eTwo years ago at about, this
time there were a lot® of Ui'O
sightings at Miidura; last year
it was around here and now its
dov-n vour way more,” she said.

sAbout everv 1?, months some-
thing strange seems to happen.”

lurc Casey believed that
strange things happened more
frequently as Minister for Ex-
tern'i Affairs, ;n January, 1964,

he suggested that UFOs were the
remains of meteors and. that tne
Earth  passed through inese
meteor streams at set. times
during each year.

«3 he dates of maximum mete-

oric activity are January 3, Aprii
21, May 4. June 8. June 30 July
28, August 10-13. October 10,
October 20-23, November 3-10,
14-16 and Deeembei 11-13,” he
said.
m Statistics appeaT to support
Lord Casev's contention. They
also indicate that October is a
month infamous for close en-
counters — Coyne, mayhe Val-
entich and for two US fishermen
— of the third kind.

Charies Hickson, 43, and Cal-
vin Parker, 19. residents of Pas-
cagoula, Mississippi, claimed that
they were abducted while fishing

or: a river pie.: by a “blue space-
craft”.

Both men swore they were
taker, aboard the craft, examined
and released. They told a sheriff
their captors had pointed ears,
eyes, two holes under a pointed
rms.r and pale, wrinkled skin.

Parker and Hickson said the
beings were about five feet tall,

had pincers instead of—hands,
webbed feet, Boated and
“buzzed” communication.

Both men also gave exact de-
scriptions while hypnotised by
Dr. James Harder, from the Uni-
versity of California.

Dr. Harder, consultant for a
private aerial phenomenon re-
search organisation, was one of
several experts who believe that
this particular case was no

ax. ..
“l was able to regress each o.
them into the experience,” he
said at the time.
“Their reaction of the fear and

mreor was evidence to me, be-
v<nd a reasonable doubt, that
they were reliving an ex-
perience.”

Yet is was an experience so

frightening that both Hickson and
Parker were on the verge of

mmheart attacks, Dr. Harder added.

Parker ecuid not give a full
account’ because he had lost
consciousness when taken inside
the craft — and Hickson was so
distraught that Harder did not
allow him to relive the enure
event.

The two Americans were
“taken” by the aliens in 1973. In
mid-October.
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By CHRISTINE MORRIS
old DAMIEN MURPHY

The father of missing pilot Frederick
Valentich said yesterday he hoped
an unidentified’ flying “object had
been, involved in "his son's disap-
pearanee. 1

"1 would rather that, than them find-
ing wreckage of the plane,” he said.

The second day of the land and sea
search failed to find ary trace of the
182 Cessna yesterday.

Mr. Guido Valentich said he was
forced to believe that something un-
usual had happened to his son.

"The fact that they have found no

trace of him reatiy -.erifies the ract

that CFO:- could have hren lher?i” he
said.

Me said his belief \r. CFOs had beeij
reinforced and that he still held hope
for his son. / 1

"I never belie-"J in UFOs as'strong-
ly as my son. Fiederick used to study
them as a hobby iis:ng information he
received from the air lorce.” he said.

"lie was not the type of person who
would make up stories, everything had
to be very correct and positive fojr
him.”

Mr. Valentich said his son had often
flown h Cessna and had made three
previous visits to King island.

A Department of Transport spokes-
mnan said a search of Bass Strait by an
RAAF Orion had failed to find any
s<gn of the plant's m-'."etkage.

The spokesman said the possibility of
UFOs would later he investigated by
ii.e Air Safety Investigation Branch

“Our first consideration is to find the
missing pilot and plane." he said.

Oil taken from a -lick near the pos-
sible "d:ldling point" of the plane wil!
be brought to Melbourne today toibe
tested. *

maritime version of a Nomad will
,, rtinuo the search around the north
enr, cl King Island.
Hundreds of sighting- of UFOs were
repotltd yesterday from Geelong,
Fi stem, Cape Otway and Brighton.

Some people described the object as
brilliantly lit, oblong in shape and mov-
ing very quickly across the sky.

Other said they saw unusual flashes

of iight. -.filch i" viiin.ed in the sky
for several second-.

An RAAF >pT >e.t. .-aid they had
received li rep.-r . > sightings :n the
pest four days, but would investigate
recen; reports at a Qter .uage, - -

Residents aod King Is;and have also

reported -ightings of strange bright
and trailing lights in the past six
weeks.

Meanwhile, at Queenscliff;, on Vic-
toria’s southern tip. a woman motorist
said she saw w i -t appeared to be a
feiris wheel spinning in the sky less
than two hours after the plane disap-
peared on Saturday niaht.

Mrs. Barbara Bishop, of Leariponth
Street, Qiieenscliff, said site saw '‘some-
thing unusual” in the western sky

What is going on in the sky — 11.

—'in

1

t

f

PLAER CRASH, SAY5 j.'ISSr'1G PHOT*5 FATKRR

. H N “ R4
Bank rtmnr.gcr Mr. Col Morgan
Says no saw this star-shaped
glowing object holering over
the Melbourne-Geeiong Head
or iiattftday night.

Hr iii'd his wife were driving
to Cscianf. >be object an.,eared
as to-v v.ere passing through
Broortiyn at 7.10 pm.

Mr. :Tor;-.an, ii(.-r<;-er of the
City West branch of the .Stale
Savings Bank, saia: "it was just
hoveling in a position in line
with fue centre of the ear wi ci-
sereen.”

Dispe’ii.tg thoughts that *t whs

Accidents b

Age
Page 1
Date

i fi * .
an airenft, the -o.pl-- studied it
will- interest, no(ting its slow
pace and green flickering lightr.
at one end.

It was only when they -c?chcl
Geeioti" rlj-tt the object disappear-
ed Iron, --few, c-sl It was not err-
ill yesterday that ‘'hev r.utlised
the Unidentified Fymp: uMcCt
could be connected to the niirring
plane. .
‘ Mr. Morgan destrih;d tft- cb-
ject # a solid mass hsfct. ai-
most the color of a stai.

His wife said the object could
not have been an aircrri- wc-use
of its exceptionally vivid proiee-
tions of .if". araj gtCcrt llasiing
lights nrt the left ;-ivC.

Incit3/t

24-10-73
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pilot

Frederick VeUnfich alive dwindled yesterday
after a big search found no trace of him or his

plane.

His parents vr (j
safe,

rfiough he har not been h.rard from

$tili hopeful last night that he would be found
since

he vanished on

Saturday night atfor reporting strange lights flying near Him.

"We still have a hr-re.”

bis father, Mr Guido
Valemich, said at his
Avondale Heights home.

"He may have crashed
and be hurt, or some-
thing else may have i'w.p-
.peiied.”

Frederick Vaientlch, 20,
vanished over Hass Strait
while firing his single-
engined Cessna 180 to
King Island.

He tola a friend oefore
taking off from MooriiO-
bin: "I'll see you over the
weekend, and 111 drop in
a crayfish.”

A big sea and air
search nas been carried
out m the past. 48 hours
in Hass Strait

Mr Vaienhth's radio
cur out at 7.12 p.tn. on
Saturday, soon site

ha told air traffic tun-
tlU'ttrs that a large ub-

hwc-uig above him
was -not an aircraft.”

Mr Vaientlch said: "It's
ne‘ an aircraft it's . ,
before .his radio tra’'is-
jrissinn broke briefly.

Soon afterwards  ho
raid the object had a
green i.ght and type of

met -irf- light on the out-
side.

He said re was orbiting
"and (lit* thing is orbitirv
on top ni rue.”

Two minutes later he
-.ala: "Ui known aircraft
is hovering on tep of rue.
It is hot «n aircraft.”

By PETER
RPBINSON
1

A long metallic noise
followed, then silence.

Department of Trans-
port officials, stud Mr
Vaientlch stayed calm
while reporting the ob-
ject.

Some officials believe
he may have been flyiny
upside  down wit hou 't
realising it and became
confused by a reflection
Cf lights.

However, aviation
sources said last night
the Cessna 182 would

have been able to fly for
only 5y seconds upside-
down: ‘because its fuel
tanks were in the wings
end relied on gravity to
feed the, motor.

i.!Ir  Vfile.otich's radio
messages about the lights
lasted six minutes.

A fishing boat picked
up samples of an oil slick
late yesterday 40 km
noriii-nortb-teast of Cape
Wickham, King Isiand's
moat northern point.

Hast night the sample’
was being brought back
to Melbourne to be tested

today to see if it came
from a plane,

A RAAF Orion, a
Cessna 150 and a Nomad
were also used in the!
seateh.

Several fr-'it boxes and m

VA

bags were found floating
4 km from the oil slicx.

Mr Valentieh is be-
lieved to liora taken a
container with him 'n tile
rkme to brns back cray-
liilt from King Island,
bul searchers sal.-; test
night they did no; believe
the fruit boxes and bags
found were trot-; the
plane.

Departin'-*,* of Trans-

port oifi' iyis 1 esti-
mated that ihe plcine
would have : Vied u; ihe
same area as the oil
.slick.

II1ICIDELTTS

L. -1
m :53inp pilot !
erick

plane
Bass Strait on Saturday
night soon after he re- g$>s.ggjj*, what ' tic

ported
near him. [

perts,
flight erc-\v tussle with tilt more
spectre o1l disorientation.

authority taid
who has. ever flown solo”
either had or would tangle

way up
common”

found
likely to softer 'he “upside-
illusion were those “
with 2000 to 2500 hours ot
experience,
uigined planes.

down”

vice was:
inerts and believe them."”

Melbourne
began soon after 7 pm.)

disorientated pilot
believe, nis eyes and not his
instruments.

WHSar THE WORLD'S UPSIDE-DONI?

Sim
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is how a

, k r
rc-d-

! Vnlentirh
ML 7

-and h:sCessna 182-

yesterday.

Vsilcfitich, 20, and the
vanished

“a long shape”

HIT'S a mystery, : A Transport Department
possibly one you
never wil solve/'
That
Transport Deport-
ment officio! sum-

m arried the tale or

theory has been that val-
emich might have turned
the plane upside down or
inln a steep batik aiier be-
coming disorientated,
_ Mr Schutt said that fly -
big out to sea at nightiB!
could create a fishbowl cf-
feet in which a pilot found
no horizon.

“Fou have to fry on w-
struments.”

He believed a Jong metai-
he noise on the radio after
wliich the piano went oif

the air was "typical of a
plane landing on Ihe water

like ihe metal being -torn
ever off the bottom.”
Sr., academic explana-

Aeeerding it, the RAAF
whii it keeps records u,

Few in aviation circles UFO sightings. d8 per cent

yesterday wore prepared
to take odds that a UFO
liad s’vuoped on hint.

iflH illiilillii

Many acknowledged that

lhs story had more then a
'smidgin of the mysterious.

Pur, according id the ex-
even experienced

One a\ia'.ion medicine

with disorientation some
d&>.

And it's much more
likely nl night.

"The normal thing is the

sensation of being inverted
when the pilot is the right
. that- is quite’

he said

Some pilots flying

night crashed alter mistak-
ing ground lights /Zor stats.

rvee had' - .
moat Proof available either wry.

The US. Air
that pilots

flying single-

The aviation doctor’s ad-
"Get on instru-

Veteran aviator Mi Ar-

tliur Schutt said the most
dangerous time for disori-
entatlon was
switch from visual flight to
instruments st dusk.

during the

(ValeniichA reports to

Flight

Schutt said that a
would

Mr

at’ nagging

of those siiar.ee phenom-
ena have an explanation.
VicLorMns report about
120 JFG ps.jlituj®rs a year
to ihe Ha AF, half r.f which
the Air Force satisfies

peopie about fcy telephone,
(he rest ov letter.
But The Air Force
reports after
publicity,
"T/c had

~rts
u-,0

11 sighting >

‘every phot from October 18 to 12." sa d

an official.

“Th.-.t probably would
.item from this Bass Si? ai
incident."”

Usual explanations in-
volved satellites, stars,
space debris and ihe
planet Venus, which at

times appeared very bright.

But then there was thu!
two per cent

doubt.
The official admitted he
bad '-:n open mind, with no

>

Service =



(Did pilot Frederick Valentich encounter an unidentified flying
object .before he Tfiysteriously disappeared over Bass Strait ?
Whatever happened, Valentich*9 reported sighting was not the

Accidents & Incident::

first in that area. JOH1l PITTKMEY reports...
Australian
Eomo2LLLL zW0. Birr-gj;TGS BFTigFAMTTIB, Pago 7
' | " ; . Both noticed a strange Date 24-10-73
MISSING'. Melbourne sto-(l)-(;]e tr:::‘:g tli’re]gter?léssl Jauns(; craft, about two miles distant,

pilot Frederick Va-
lenlich was! by no means

more frightened than I've ever
been. It sat in the grass, abso-

emitting a bluish haze. |1
- moved closer and seemed to

the first person to 0ob-’ |utely stilt. for about 15 min- hovter about  4ft above the.,
serve a long, twinkling’, utes. It didn't move and WaTlr?gh according to foreman
metallic A aircraft over E?f'ther did 1. Then it took Hickson, "three creatures with
Bass Strait. - O silvery, scaled faces, huge eves

[ ] "Next morning a lot of us and claws, came out and

SimlUr objects were being
-reported over the straf in
1£90 — years Ut-folc any man-

went back to that field. We
saw a perfect ring of burned

floated us back into the ship.

grass.” The only sound they made
e e N0 SO here are hundreds (per- VS a buzaing and humming
article in the Melbourne haps thousands) Of such Twenty minutes v'f’ tho
newspaper. The Argils, even pah, in deep shock, —found
used the term. "Shaped Like a . . . themselves back or. (he wharf
Cigar" a description that saucer rings in  Australia — Tram wbi;\i they hastened

.was to become commonplace

alone. Tney prompt pliysicist-

to ILe sherd) ~ .dfice, to warn

il the mid-20th century  Philosopber Jacques Vallcc to  the (own. - ,
media. ait,. "Do UFOs deliberately Parity 1-cause many cPbeiis
. . impinge upon human, had jepo-tfcd aerial phen-
Nor is there anything hew eonseiouness as part of a omena in the previous 24
about buzzing or attacks by  farptle  attempt to  wreak hours, the US. Air Force
such objects. In November, ¢ jryral' change? Are UFO's mounted 2 full investigation.
IR5G scores oi newspapers' in noticed or do they arrange io Experts included iTCibssor J.
trie western States oi America

independently  reported ttiat
airships were swooping on
farms, frightening families and

be seen? Do they leave the
rings because they can't help
it, or do they imprint them

Allen Hyntk of (h* tumthson-
maii ,'rtttbphysicnl Qbservatprv.
a 'cam. of speciaiisL" with lie
detectors, a hypnotist, ar.d Dr

stealing cattle. for our instruction?" van.a Harder, professor oi
The Chicago Tribune said Another of my witnesses is engineering -t Berkeley.
ijiat t crowd of about 10.000 During hypnotic  sessions

watched, awestruck, as a

which lasted two days, the men

carousel-like colored ship Justin  Oakley, son of write; recalled that they had been
crashed over Lake Michigan Barry Oakley. Justin shared a tapped, blod and ..oivually
ioi ia minutes. spectacular UFO sighting with txpeitmemeu uron awani the
Like the Mantcll tragedy, in nine other beys al a schoo! ship.  whose in(i nor Qecorl
Which a pilot died during an camp, semned limned v fth night-
alleged UFO encounter, and Then there was Father Wil marc. - -
(he now-innumerable “saucer- liam Gill (with whom lawyer When ve p-cn:ninary
abduction” incidents, the Va- Peter Norris and | conducted grilling Was over, ri- Hc-hir
kntlch case becomes part of a the world's first interview) ", o, tiicr cenr>-r-Vieg; “The
puzzling pattern — a pattern Oon June 2 27, 159, Gill, experience tnese men undet-

whose periphery so .shifts and
shimmers that we may never
penetrate its meaning.

Ail that the finite In-

with scores of others, watched

for hours-long sessions as an.
immpnse disc-craft hovered

above the village of Boianai.

Gill's astonished description

v,,m was indeed real. A very
Strong feeling of terror is
ya.tica'.".y iinposriinc to fake.
miner hypnosis”

QUESTION: Do DFOs pose

vestigrtot can do is place \ ”
UFO ocurrences in historical I ' L;Ftr}rieatg feg? ’trv]vé:m?have any
o h h N ) -F-j. ?
conleti! by sneezing his al of the humanoid occupants HARDER: J* ick
lergic way tnroUgn  antique ho leaned from a railing and P you pick up a
, W q e 'I' g an mouse in a laboratory situa-
newspaper files . and waved [ras become a classic In tioi.. it's ved' frti'lher.ing lo
; ; UFO literature This en- ;
asking questions. counter convinced the priest the incuse, hut )' doesn't
1 have interviewed more of the aliens’ “friendliness." nes..i Inal you n>an - ihe
tbrn JOOO witnesses to UI'Os, mouse am harm.

As a sceptic determinedly un-
shackled by theories. | have
rox the faintest doubt that
these objects exist ar-d arc,

- ° has frequently asserted that, mcidei'is rre now *”“nion-
- to quc?‘te h‘?‘P'eSS pilot Vs_rm- the U.S- Government know- . place, world - wide. Several,
tich, “claying some scri of the secret about the visitors  hundred ore on-n-el in i?ro-
game,” 1fYi a benwred man- , that “would turn the world’s - lessor tlynet s choosym
kind. hair twice.” UFOCAT compuler ckee.
Gdi'siri-r the case ol my Cooper, and others, allege Was  Frederick V .ientich .
friend  Nancy  Austen, an that not only have several * wtaken” — for examination

Amcrican-born graduate who
could hardly have been less
interested in Hying saucers

Nancy told me her story
when she was working at Mel-
bourne’s Channel 7. When the
incident occurred she was sttH'
at university in the Uis. She
was walking home one night
from a late kxture. when, in
the middle of a Connecticut
meadow she was suddenly

But others will tell you Ihai
UFO-folk are sinister and a .
peril to us all.

Ex-astronaut Gordon Coopc>

UFOs crashed, but that the
authorities have removed
living occupants, whose nature
may give us cause tor alarm.
Mississippi shipyard workers
Charles Hickson and Calvin
Parker agree. While fishing on
a wharf on October 12. IT/?,
the friends became tire focus
of this century’s most cele-
brated saucer-kidnapping case.

The terror allegedly began

Tha'alleged UTV* "fun. Hr,r.
ra'> appears io be in™.t-aseng: '
lurporlcd Pa”agonla-like

and return? Was he cno of
the thousands who, annually.'
disappear for good? .Or did he
crash as a result of mere uio-
rneniary disorientation-

Those who crave an orl .red,
reasonably predictable exis-
tence will grasp desperately at
that final, mundane straw.

But others may reluctantly
concede that eerier 'thing;;.arc
in the air.

bathed in red light. at 7 pm. white they were . And (hat pilot Valentich
" X . fishing from an old pier on t might have been accorded fhe
At first ). thought it was a Pascagoula Klver's west bank. dubious honor of ‘becoming
grass fire,” she said. "But

then | heard a swishing above
me. 1 looked up and saw a
huge circular ship with red
lights, flashing around its
edge.

Australia’s first known abduc-
tcc.
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And no olrcraft abated on

( the radar screen. !

Sor.'jc ckperienued air traffic"

; controllers are known to have &

1sutious doubts whether the
aircraft vms aver, as || reported, >
in the vicinity of Cvoe Otf/ry. ms

A ipoitesnian for the depart-'-j

I cv'.it raid: “Wt ran only go on

« weal tligr piinf tolls m«.” ’

A department spokesman’!

* ‘greed :i was possible that .he*

; plane could have pul down slse*-

,vne-c and woo'd have not 'wen' »

! picked up on. radar if a con- '’

' tir.Ver war concentrating on a'v
sp*.'-'c area. e

At the same 'time senior |*vice-1 1
lcff. iU in r. slLtourlle would |
iKilher confirm nor den., re-'1 |
ports ibat ihey had received a-' |
tcourt of a light piar. making™
a mysterious lute-night landing |

; in the western district, not far =

1 from tie Cepe Otway area, at
about !'t. same time, -

No Progress has w*r. made In

. idratifyilll the Iloud metallic =
noise heard on vhs radio as the
plaite hast contact.

A veteran aviator, Mr Arthur
Schut:, said the list message

i from the missing pilot hart .
baffled km.

I Mr Schutt, who controls the

1 Melbf'iime-ijjseti Schutt Avia-

I'lion Company, said tv: did not

! believe in UFOs but if the
jm.ii'f, descriptor, was .orrect it
Jwas the nearest Ilium to sn
Australian  sighting he narf

! heard or. mt

1 Mr Schutt disrounied the.

* suggestion put up by the
Department at Transport that;,
the pilot had necome to
disorientated that he might-

" have been flying updde down. .’

“In that half-light the pilot \

* would have soon known if the
aircraft had siarird to (urn up-1-

. side down. The carpet comer out
Of (he floor and the butts fall

mout of the ashtray.”

lie agreed that Mr V.-lcr-tich
could have been hallucinating
but considered it unlikely. He
described Use 1gills and the fast -
moving aircrr.lt twite.
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SPECIALIST REPORT

Till* Li»* of opp#nd«d docum*nfj

Missing Cessna 182L VH-D2J
Bass Strait 21 October 1978
Human Factors Aspects

i,,0,AKHF

B.J. Mahony

Frederick VALENTICH (pilot) satisfied the medical requirements for initial issue
of SPL on 8.2.77 when his weight was recorded as 120 Ilbs. He claimed no aeronautical
experience at that date, There was no medical history of significance and no licence
limitations were imposed,

2 On 21.10.78 Valentich was engaged in a night VTIC flight from Moorabbin to

King Island when he reported that a large craft with numerous lights was hovering above
him. Transmissions ceased shortly afterwards and subsequent calls from Melbourne FSTJ
were not answered. Despite an extensive search neither aircraft or wreckage has been

found.

5 In addition to having access to the air safety investigator®s findings, the writei
also interviewed the father and girl friend of Valentich and studied a copy of the tape of
of the final transmissions from VH-D3J in an attempt to build up a human factors

background to this occurrence.

4 Frederick was bom in Australia of Italian parents from Trieste. Father speaks
"fractured" but understandable English but mother and two younger children speak no
English. The language of choice in the home is ltalian but Frederick was not fluent and
father always corrected Frederick®"s spoken Italian which Frederick resented. Frederick
was a below average scholar and obtained a poor result in his Leaving Certificate.

5 Catholicism is the religion of the family but they are not regular churchgoers.
Father expressed his disappointment that Frederick only attended church at Christmas,
Easter and on "special occasions”™ and he tried to persuade Frederick to attend more often,
Frederick®"s girl friend is a Methodist.

6 ~ Frederick was a very keen member of the Air Training Corps. He devoted a great
deal of time to these activities which he enjoyed and he was proud to wear the uniform.
He had ambitions to become an Air Force pilot but his educational qualifications
precluded this.

7 He was at pains to be accepted and respected by his superiors (in the ATC) and

by his peers. Although always appearing to be above reproach, he had lied to to his
father, to his ATC officers and to his girl friend about having passed subjects for his

JPL when he had, in fact, failed. He had also told the owner of the aircraft that, on

this last flight, he had arranged to collect a consignment of crayfish from King Island and
to bring back passengers who were waiting for him; neither of which was true.

8 Father was convinced, and remains so according to subsequent media publicity, that
sis son was "captured” by a tl.F.0 and that he would be returned when "they" had finished
investigating him. Frederick showed a great interest in UFOs and had a collection of
books, articles and clippings on the subject but father did not lhirik that his son was as

convinced of their existence as he himself was.

2.
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o] Frederick®"s girl friend seemed to enjoy the publicity limelight surrounding the

dlsaupearancet She did not sppeer to be unduly concerned end gare the impression that
She Spected to see him again. She claimed that there was a permanency to her
relationship with Frederick and that they had plans for becoming engaged, but father
dismissed the relationhips as being of no consequence.

10 In the absence of any further concrete evidence, one can only suggest a number
of hypothesis to explain this disappearance
fai TIpn intervention - no further comment apart from the observation that there

were no sighting reports of a brightly illuminated craft large enough o
take on board a Cessna 182.

(b) disorientation - at the place and time of the occurrence, this

possibility and even probability. On the other hand,
in uncontrolled

is a distinct
it would have resulted
impact with the sea and one would have expected wreckage to
result.

(c\ Controlled landing on the sea with the intention of escaping from the

\Y airchaft before it sank. This could have been successful or not successful.
In either case no wreckage would be found and, in the latter event, the body
could still be in the aircraft.

(d) Successful landing elsewhere. Perhaps Valentich was not where he said he
was and he landed in a remote location.

(e) Crash elsewhere when attempting (d) and the wreckage has not yet been
discovered.

24.8.81
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A $50,000 Cessna plane will be deliber-
ately crashed into Bass Strait as part of a
new bid to solve the disappearance of
Melbourne pilot Frederick Valentich.
Film-maker Brian Morris plans to hire a

helicopter to tow the plane

into the air — then ditch it
in the same spot Valentich
vanished in October, 1978.

He said: “The aim of the
exercise is to discover what hap-
pens to the wreckage.

“Nothing has been found of any
wreckage from Valentich*s Cessna

82,

“So it will be fascinating to see
what happens when a similar plane
is crasher! in the same ares.

“If wreckage surfaces then weight
must be added to the contention
that Valentich’s aircraft did not
crash into the sea."”

Morris's $600,000 documentary
film is the first intensive investiga-
tion into Valentich’s mysterious dis-
appearance on October 21,1978,

Valentich, 20, put through a
dramatic radio call shortly before he
vanished on a flight from Melbour-
ne to King Island!

He said a “strange object” was
shadowing him.

He described it as “orbiting" and
said it had a green light and ason of
metallic light on the outside,

Just before he went off air, Valen-

By BRIAN
BLACKWELL

tich told Melbourne Flight Service:
“Proceeding to King Island —
unknown aircraft now hovering on
top of me."

A long metallic noise followed —
then silence.

Valentich’s father, Guido, be-
lieves a UFO might have captured
and abducted his son.

He is co-operating in the produc-
tion of Moms’s two-hour film, ten-
tatively titled Close Encounters of a
Real Kind.

The film is based on a book called
The Devil's Meridian, written by
Sydney journalist Gary Lester,
which detailed the Valentich case.

Morris said: “We are going to
delve into every aspect of this odd
case.

“A major part of the film will be a
re-enactment of Valentich’s last
hours.

"We will have air-to-air filming to
re-create exactly the circumstances
of the plane’s flight.

"Another feature will be the use

Valentich Disappearance

Proposal to make docu:ientary flln

Melbourne Truth

Page 6
28-2-81

Late

FREDERICK VALEN-
TICH. .. new attempts to
find out what happened.

of animation to look at what diffe-
rent witnesses had to say about
strange objects they saw on the
night Valentich vanished.

“This animation will be of the
type used in Star*Wars and the new
Buck Rogers television senes.

“We are obtaining a Cessna 182
from America to use in our special
crash segment.

“What we hope to do is get a

<0

helicopter to tow the plane and then
release it into the sea

"The results of this test will be
most interesting."

Morris, who woo Logie and Sam-
my awards for his documentary
Motinv On The Western Front, ad-
ded: “Frederick’s tuber it co-
operating with us all the way.

“He has been most enthusiastic

“He even offered to portray his
son in scenes where we will re-enact
his final hours.

“We considered using him but
decided to use a professional actor.

“It would have been just too scary
with Mr Valentich senior.”

Morris said negotiations were
underway with several inter-
nationally-known actors to host the
film.

He added: "We are also attempt-
ing to include an interview with
former US president Jimmy Carter,
who is a firm believer in the exist-
ence of UFOs.

“I'll' be going to America shortly
to film interviews with leading
American experts on UFOs.'

Morris said the film would be sold
to TV interests around the world

»



4rn

When a paper is removed from a file.
. this form must be completed and is
DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION to replace the paper removed
REMOVAL OF PAPERS FROM FILE One form only is required whan a
(Papers must not be removed by other than Registry staff) consecutive sequence of papers

is removed

PAPER 'S TRANSFERRED

......... ho* been transferred

O at enclosure s .

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED PAPER/S

m] Inter - offi e memo Letter m] Teleprmter

If other, specify

OTHER DETAILS
Originator ... &hJPZ .............

Originator's leference

SUDJECT oot it e e 14 T e

PVA

(51 N $%U'

Reg'stry O ffi >t

174b (1970)
OS 3308



r> - fcfc-/ N

When a paper IS removed from a file,
this form must be completed and is
DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION to replace the paper removed
REMOVAL OF PAPERS FROM FILE One form only rs required whan a
(Papers must not be removed by other than Registry staff) consecutive sequence of papers
is removed

PAPER/S TRANSFERRED

The original o! enclosure/*

has been transferred

ot encllosure s — DX& ~2~rf~-)

0 Fle. 'M\I.h*- L o S 3 sd

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED PAPER/S

i i in ,»e
m] Inter - offire memo m] Teieprinter

M other, specify

OTHER DETAILS

Q‘iginator.“ .............. \Y A ... (LS tS t.ueeuunn C $b*r...s.

(°/7~i ( e?0
Originator's reference .. Date

Sab|ect

e BSidV A

R B

Registry office*

b 1746 <19701

05 3308



- When a paper is removed from a file,
this form must be completed and is

DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION to replace the paper removed

REMOVAL OF PAPERS FROM FILE

One form only is required whan a
!Papers must not be removed by other than Registry staff)

consecutive sequence of papers
is removed

PAPER/S TRANSFERRED

10
The original of enclosure s . S \ """ has been transferred

at enclosure s

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED PAPER/S

m] fr'fer-office memo

O Telepfinter jMirmtp

ff other, specify

OTHER DETAILS

Originator

Originator's reference 2 .8A i(.? .= 2

Subject

M/ R A pen

Reg sfry Off cer

174b 11970

OS 3308



When a paper is removed from a file %
this form must be completed and is 51'1

department of civil aviation to replace the paper removed
REMOVAL OF PAPERS FROM FILE One form only is required whan a
(Papers must not be removed by other than Registry staff) consecutive sequence of papers
is removed

PAPER'S TRANSFERRED
The original ol enclosure/*

O aenclosure/* . . A 1 - . s

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED PAPER'S

0 Inter-office memo O Letter Teleprinter PMinute

If other, specify

OTHER DETAILS
P - G\ 1/Cz3strr-

Originator -

/iT- <Tm ? 1

Onainofor's refe Date

Subi«ct

C$L....

Reg- srry oft:' er

1746 119701
0S 3308



When a paper is removed from a file,
this form must be completed and is

department of civil aviation to replace the paper removed.
REMOVAL OF PAPERS FROM FILE Ore form anly is required whan a
(Papers must not be removed by other than Registry staff) consecutive sequence of papers
is removed

PAPER'S TRANSFERRED

The original of enclosure s SJ’) ------ . has been transferred

...... at enclosure s M

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED PAPER/S

) . r.
O Inter-office memo etrer O T- eprinter

If olher. specify

OTHER DETAILS .
I m..

Originator

o <T-
Originator’s reference PP - Date

Subject

A 1746 (19701 o8 330H



When a paper is removed from a fife,
this form must be completed and is

DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION to replace the paper removed.
REMOVAL OF PAPERS FROM FILE One form only Is required whan a
fPepers trust not be removed by other than Registry srofO consecutive sequence of papers
is removed

PAPER/S TRANSFERRED

The ong.na! of enclosure/s 5D has been transferred

to file. mt” "~ 0 at enclosure s

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED PAPER/S

o Inter-office memo 0 epr Inter —ifiAinute

If other, specify

OTHER DETAILS

Originator

Originator = reference ... ]1_3_2_4t Date

Subiect

RM- A

1746 H970t s 3308






*  FREDERICK VALENTICH
. M- censoredclaim.

AN AMERICAN

magazine claims it
holds a lop-secrel
Australian govern-

ment tape concertina
a UFO.

In the alleged
transcript, published this
week by Ideal UFO

Quarterly, missing pilot
Frederick Valentich
radios that there are
people aboard the
huge, silver craft which
buzzed him over Bass

Strait.
By telephone, | talked

Pilot 'censored’

to the magazine's New
York executives.

They said they held
evidence that Australia's
Department of Transport
had censored more than
five minutes of Volen-
tich's report.

Sample passages . . .

"This craft is like no

POOKY

feetIn
roof...

WHEN a pair of ghostly, transparent feet were
thrust repeatedly through their living room ceil-

ing, the terrified tenonts of an Acl
<l ... [J———— J i 1

and Street, St.

other. It orbits around
me .. has windows.
It's a large craft with
personnel.

"Outer projection ap-
pears to be aluminium.
It can hang motionless

. looks like a green
tube with vapor . . . but
so distended, it seems

to have the outline of an
immense, four-pointed
star.

"Now it dilates. It ex-
pands to a huge size os |
watch it."

And then, as the UFO
closed in for the last
lime: "lt's a long, win-
dowless, metallic tube.

MKitQVKHt n ym. HTVKDAX"oa.

feel scorching ... | feel

The last sound on the
tape is the screech of
metal on metal.

One week after
Valentich vanished, |,
too, was handed
evidence that the
Department of Transport
hod censored the tape,
on grounds of national
security.

Some of the pilot's
comments in the
American magazine
report tally with notes |
was given last October.

HAVE
YOU...

. . . SEEN or hoard o
9host?

mmmmyv

SPOTTED or
holographed
UFOs?

« DREAMED about
tho future?

* |F you have had
any sort of super-
normal experience
John Pinkney
wants to hear from
you.

Send your story
to John Pinkney,
Truth, 411 La Trobe
Street, Melbourne,
SOM.

tt



UFO tic
enjoy

Jtui!

rimm $

anal V
PROJC
wo, 14
S12.95

3. Br
Barker -

Famast
“inside*

Ediitor
a leger

SPACI

by H
Story
UFOTr

VEN

Gearg
descr
comrr

PROE
wifl o

the

Vul

uro

rra

1
1'J

/\rF

S Vi$svi

4Rk



$pusa

* FW



/continuedfrom pane 35
hundreds of miles. Flight 229,
please slate nature of this craft.
APnly you change positron and
altitude. Are you okay as to you
right position and altitude?"

' Tower, it's gone, vanished."

"In what direction is
unidentified craft moving away?"

"Tower, it did not move away.
It no longer exists."

"Please check this observation

- 229. Unknown craft must move
away in some, repeat some,
direction,"

"Green vapor directly
overhead, tower Now that's
gone."

"Now you are all clear, 229?
And there is no strange craft,
right? Could be miscalculation.
But did you hear a vibratory?"

"Tower, heard nothing but my
own sound"

Electrical phenomena, 229,
perhaps. Ball lightning can do
strange things. Mirage not
uncommon with storm flare."

"Storm flare far off to east,
tower. Not vapor trail, either.
Holy. . .here it comes from
southwest! All shiny and metallic.
My Cod, she comes at me.
Electrical stuff doesn't have
portholes. Tower. And it's making
sharp turn downward at me,
Wait...let me — "

Silence.

"229, come in. 229, answer
please."

Silence.

"229, what are your
intentions?"

Intentions? Very early in his
flight training Valentich had
learned that rendering a sober
judgment of a flight observation
also offered evidence of a pilot's
reliability and visual
sophistication. Although only 21,
Valentich had been airborne for
two years and was respected by
air control men and air traffic
experts. Valentich had built up a
"good log" in towers from
Victoria to Tasmania; within
10,000 square miles he was
known as a meticulous spotter In
fact, a spokesman for the
Australian Transport Department
paid Valentich the following
homage a few weeks after he
literally vanished from this earth:

"He was far more than a
qualified pilot He was a
dedicated and vigilant observer
His log was not one littered with
'there's a funny balloon out to the
east' or 'a flaming something’
without trying to describe what a
something is. He put objects in
flight under careful surveillance;
one could venture that Valentich
was almost scholarly in his visual
thinking,

"We recall conversations with
him in a flight room where, after
hearing a yarn about a ridiculous
sighting, he espoused a policy of
being a ‘master of the possible.' |
remember his phrase By that lie
meant a possible object in the sky
could turn out to be probable if
given assessment from all human
resources.

"He emphasized he also didn't
believe putting anything one
doesn't understand in the
crackpot file It was his belief
that sure as hell he didn't buy the
idea of interplanetary vehicles,
but it doesn't mean proof is
lacking. In flight Valentich was
committed to a total estimate of
the situation That's why his
recordings of October 21. 1978
deserve thorough evaluation "

At 7:07 PM. Valentich had
indeed given the situation a total
estimation. Throttling down the
Cessna, he maintained his course
but dropped to 3,000 feet In a
flat, expressionless tone, he began
his log on the Melbourne tape

"Tower, it is not an aircraft

Repeat, not aircraft known to ui
Unidentified vehicle has a greer
light at terminus of upper
cylinder Outer projection
appears to be aluminum or som
other light metal The windows j
are unmistakable and | see four!
other lights from the interior. Nqg
windows, somelother observatioi
area Tower, it is playing a game™
Able tp become stationary while
at height of unmeasureable high
velocity Now it's flying past at
my fuselage on the right and no
more than 400 feet from my
position — "

"229, are you on collision
course?"

No, it is still at my side It can,
can hang motionless orbit over
and under me. Let me log — "

"Proceed, 229 "

"Wingless tube she is Maybe
100 feet long, with a green blast,
sometimes green vapor This a
torpedo-type shape but so
distended it appears to have
outline of immense four pointed
star. Repeat again nearest to
likeness of a massive cylinder an
approximately twice the size of i
standard 707, or a B-52."

"229, you lagged 100 feet in
length "

"Tower, | log 100 feet length
approximate in one sighting But
it dilates, it expands to huge size,
as | look at it."

"Keep logging Hut are you in
danger?"

"Not thinking that way Too
much unbelievable to look at."



L

"Are you ig*langer, 229? Shall
we send pursuWw"

"Here he comes from
southwest! Passing within 200 feet
overhead. Good god, my engine is
— (thunderous roar drowns out
his words).

"Is this Mayday, 229?"

"No, he's gone eastward. But
engine stalled when he made last
pass.. engine now resumed
okay.. .and he's coming right at
me again Please check your
traffic scan. You must have a
craft in vicinity."”

"Nothing since your first 703
alert Nothing now. Will order
pursuit...full scramble to 8 miles
over Bass at 3,000 altitude,
correct, 229? You are sure?
There's zero pick-up of another
craft anywhere in your area. But
there was a noise — "

"Unknown craft coming
straight at me! He's hovering...it's
crazy. There he goes, but | can't
lean on his bearing.. Why, he's
vanished."

"There is no craft, 229. Shall
we order for scramble?”

"Gone, | log. ..no sighting...I'm
alone at three thousand."

"What's your intention now,
2297

"My intentions, ah,
keep on course to King Island. Do
you believe my log?"

"Sure do, we know it's
Valentich."

"Thank you, tower. Am
proceeding at speed of 110 at
same course moving up to four

thousand. Wait...wait...engine
faltering...I've got rough idling,
she may conk. What the hell? Oh
(deleted) Oh (deleted) she's
coming up from the rear at a
tremendous burst his green light
is all over here...she.. he...it . it's
not aircraft.. going up to five
thousand, .six thousand long
wingless metallic tube spouting
flame ... | feel scorching ...

| feel

"229, we hear something
tearing . .. 229? 229, please
reply—"

In the tower at Moorabbin
Airport there was only silence.
For a moment the air traffic
controllers waited, stunned. It
seemed unearthly. On their
receivers they heard a loud
CRUNCH! followed by a second
detonating impact. It was the
unmistakable screech of metal in
collison with metal.

"Come in, 229? Come in!" they
repeated, hearing only their own
breathing. The radar screen
seemed to mock them. The blip
that had been Valentich's plane
simply vanished. The normal
order of radar evidence — blip
striking another blip to indicate a
two-plane catastrophe — did not
appear on the screen.

"And he didn't go down!" cried
the chief controller.

"That smashing,"” said the No. 2
man. "Not impact with water,
what?"

Later Australian Transport
spokesman Ken Williams summed
it up in a terse report:

"The Cessna was totally alone
over that sea area We knew
precisely where Valentich had J
been. It was a clear night Very *
little wind and no rain or fog.
Visual coverage for Valentich was
clear for a hundred miles in all
directions. Assume the highly
unlikely situation the radar failed ,
to pick up a second craft, how «
could Valentich fail to perceive /
that craft in perfect weather i
conditions?"

Even as search planes roared
into the night sky armed with
exact data as to Valentich's last
known position, Moorabbin
Airport technicians pored over
recent information they had been
inclined to disregard. From

October 18 to October 21 (only
five hours before the Cessna
disappeared) there had been 11
UFO sightings The Royal
Australian Air Force confirmed
the burst of UFO activity "Those
unexplained sightings occurred
over land and off-shore, We call
them repoHs of sightings," the
cautious statement said

Valentich's last cry of "engine
faltering!" was less of an enigma
to Australian air control than his
disappearance. They no longer
disregard reports of "sputterings"
or "temporary failure" of planes
in the vicinity of UFO sightings —
even though pilots of these
planes do not report a UFO
encounter.

A Civil Aviation spokesman
states: "UFOs over our territory
have been seen in conjunction
with electromagnetic interference,
radio blackouts, motor stallings,
air ionization and other odd
effects.

"Validity, some at least, could
be given to the likelihood of
UFOs Something is hovering at
low altitudes or making vertical
ascents, descents, or orbiting at
tremendous speed It is possible
that a UFO requires extra power
at such times, increasing the
electromagnetic interference,

"We reviewed hundreds of
cases — not aircraft related —
and there were automobile
engines stopping for no apparent
cause; radio and TV aerials
crippled: electric lights have
dimmed or gone out in cities,
towns and villages But here's the
mystery the radio on pilot
Valentich's Cessna functioned
during close encounter Indeed,
he radioed the object was as near
as 400 feet. Why then did his
radio perform up to that last
second of 'l feel scorching!
before he was gone from the
radar screen?

"And here we have the biggest
mystery: if his radio performed,
why was there a powerful
magnetic force to banish his
tormentor from the screen?

"Are there UFOs with
propulsion devices wiping out
evidence as it so pleases them?
Valentich radioed It is playing a
h'ontinurd on page HO

UFO 37
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game/ and who can dismiss it as
hysteria? His words may show us
that there may be little or nothing
for science to measure — no
material object to be picked up
by human instrumentation.
Nothing can be repeated for
study because nothing existed
but a force we cannot

explain, and the pilot's
compliance with the duties of his
job He saw it."

For four days 18 military and
private planes roamed over
15,000 square miles of open sea
The distance between Moorabbm
Airport and King Island is 130
miles Three of the search craft
followed the exact course of the
vanished Cessna, circling and re-
circling over a small region where
Valentich would have come down
if he crashed Again the lost
pilot's meticulous skill
contributed to the precision of
the three-plane search, criss-
crossing back and forth, dipping
to 150 feet, looking for wreckage,
anything. Ironically, Valentich s
reportage on his final location
was so dependable that searchers
were able to focus on the exact
few thousand feet of sea.

Not a trace! [ ]

On October 23rd — two days
later — a search plane spotted an
oil slick. It was a small patch,
slightly more than 50-by-50 foot
A scoopful was picked up by a
gadget lowered to the sea from a
helicopter A few fours later a
Melbourne laboratory positively
identified the fluid as tar
discharged by a freighter or some
other sea going vessel No
airborne craft could have used it

Shortly after 10 AM on
October 24, the telephone rang in
the main office of the Melbourne
Police Department On the line
was bank executive Colin Morgan,
59, of Melbourne 1lis story
fascinated the officer who was

fielding dozens ol calls from
people who believed they had
spotted the Uf O "A lube without
wings | saw up there," announi ed
Morgan "My wile, Isabel, saw it.
too Metallic and bright, a green
light, perhaps green smoke, or
vapor"

1 hat did it. No exact
dost ription of Valentic h s sighting
had been published in the
Melbourne press, nor had it been
broadcast over TV or radio
Furthermore, Colin Morgan was a
particularly credible witness: a
distinguished member of the
community, assuredly
levelheaded, the vice president of
a bank "Making a mistake is not
my business," Morgan said later

Morgan was right When air
control sat down with him to
compare its confidential taping of
Valentich with the banker's
superb recital, they looked at him
admiringly. "It was like holding a
mirror up to what the pilot
logged," said a radio man at
Moorabbin Airport

Of all 11 UFO sightings from
October 18 to October 21 -
three made by professional pilots
— none was as accurate as lhe
description given by Morgan
Others had i hronicled a
"pulsating box ' or still more
vaguely a "celestial craft or a
"traveling illumination or a
"greenish ferns wheel " These
hazy recollections within 50 to
100 miles of Valentic It's actual
encounter tended to support
convictions that there had been
"unexplained sightings, as the
Royal Air Force put it And these
reports had drifted in before the
news was flashed that Valentich
had disappeared

Morgan's deposition
dramatically confirmed what
Valentich logged at Moorabbin
Airport It was uncanny.

"What amazed me was the
liming," Morgan told interviewers



"When ( read that the pilot s
sighting was at 7:0) | couldn't
believe it. At the very moment
Valentich was reporting his
encounter with a UFO, Isabel and
| had synchronized our

watches, precisely at 7 P M. It
was low and traveling at
unbelievable speed, cylinder
shape,no wings, rows of windows
and a greenish plume. Yes, it
looked like a four-pointed star
with green vapor streaming from
one of its points." Shortly
thereafter, Morgan sketched what
he and his wife had seen. It fused
perfectly with the word picture
Valentich had logged on the
airport tape.

A keen-eyed citizen and his
wife had unerringly viewed what
Valentich had logged. But what
of the terrifying "I feel a
scorching!" and the sickening
CRUNCH! as he vanished from
the radar screen? What was
Valentich's fate?

A scorching or burning trauma
is not an unfamiliar experience
for those who have had contact,
directly or indirectly, with UFOs.
UFO buffs are knowledgeable
about existing data, much of it
carefully documented, which
gives a full account of domestic
animals (horses, cows, sheep)
found burned to death after
strange flying craft visited the
vicinity. ,

Still unsolved, for example, is
the 1967 case of the saddle pony
at the Harry King Ranch, San Luis
Valley, California, which was
literally incinerated (the skeleton
had been burned pink) shortly
after dozens of witnesses saw a
UFO traveling eastward over a
mountain while extending
antennae toward a pasture. Later,
the U S. Forest Service reported
"high radioactivity" sweeping
outward some two city blocks
from the animals corpse. Similar
incidents have been reported
elsewhere.

In Miami, Florida, State and
local police still have no answer
to the bizarre "scorches"” on the
skin of businessman Filiberto
Cardenas, 45, who vanished from
his car on January 9 this year and
was later found, bleeding and
seared on a road four miles from
where he had been abducted.
Three witnesses saw him plucked

upwards by a huge purple Ulrr
Cardenas reported that the hands
reaching down for him from the
Uf O were "hot as a furnace."

There are countless other
stories from people burned by a
UFO encounter. Valentich's
"scorching" experience is taken
seriously by investigators, among
them Cornel! University scientists
They are still probing the truth, or
untruth, of unexplainable "radar
emissions from presumably
unknown flying craft " Their link
with human flesh mutilations
defies analysis.

In Chile, where UFO sightings
are numerous, a Santiago team of
physicists offered this 1974
observation:

"A strong heating effect from a
UFO encounter could be
explained as a radar-type
emission. In part of the evidence
studied there is a possibility that
a UFO 'heat effect' is also
associated with a '"UFO sound ' A
certain proportion of reports
include testimony of individuals
of 'hearing' the approach of a
UFO before it is seen This
'sound' has been described as a
peculiar buzzing inside the head.
We should not discount the
stories of individuals,
furthermore, who say they felt the
extreme heat as some unknown
object descended on them.
Natural emissions with
extraordinary heat from a UFO
bear some similarity to radar
signals.

"Many radar beams consist of a
series of electromagnetic pulses
transmitted intermittently. They
have a high power of
concentration in one direction —
with heat acceleration When
there are strange interactions (a
burn or heat laceration not seen
previously) the individual who
suffers them should be listened to
carefully.

"A UFO burn could be a
reality.. reality leading to a
confirmation of a true encounter
And that high-heat encounter
could destroy its target "

Was the searing fire that
enveloped Frederick Valentich's
plane so volatile that tt ignited
the Cessna's metal structure?
Could he have vanished as a puff
of ash in the wind over the sea?

The answer remains to be found — =
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ELEVEN people were taken-
to hospital and a baby nar-
rowly escaped death yesterday
when a stand full of people
watching a rodeo collapsed In
Ulmarr~t the NSW north
coast.

- More , 7.h B)people were on
the eight-tiered timber stand.

Last night four people - two
with broken bones - were still
in Grafton Hospital. The oth-
ers were discharged after
treatment for shock and
bruises.

Police said a year-old girl es-
caped death because she was
moved from her pram seconds
before It was crushed by the
stand.

UUiy 23,1976.

The criminals had travelled to Brit-
ain eight days earlier to buy gambling
equipment for illegal casinos In the
Sydney area.

One had 10 convictions for SP bet-

ting.

The independent MP for South
Coast. Mr John Hatton, described the
report yesterday as "frightening."

He said he would call on Mr Wran to
order the NSW Police Commissioner,
Mr Wood, to appear before Parlia-
ment to answer questions relating to
organised crime.

“Either the Police Commissioner
has not kept his minister informed of
the crime intelligence units findings
or Mr Wran lied to Parliament when
he said he didn't know the report exis-
ted," Mr Hatton said.

Special seals were placed’

over the two locks for the
main body of the briefcase,
but the zipper was not seal-
ed.

Customs officials in Perth
told the courier if he did
not pay 645000 duty on the
stamps they would not be
allowed into the country.

The representative told
Customs officials he could
not pay the duty and the
briefcase was kept at the
airport.

With the suitcase inside
an airline safe, the repre-
sentative contacted his
superiors In London, who
told him to make arrange-

don owners.

Most of the investigation
work was passed on to
Perth.

The man in charge of the
investigation, Mr Bert Wal-
ters, said it was possible the
stamps were removed from
the briefcase even before
they were taken aboard the
plane in London bound for
Australia.

Or they might have disap-
peared on either leg of their
round trip, or at stops in be-
tween.

"It's all rather baffling.
The adjusters in Perth are
offering a $3000 reward for
a fuli recovery of the
stamps," he said

Seance ‘reaches’ UFO kidnap pilot

A ELAIRVOYANT CHME he has

.made contact with a pilot who disap-
peared in October after reporting the

presence of an unidentified flying ob-
Ipct-

.He said the missing pilot, 20-year-old
Frederick Valentlch, reported being
taken by a community in space and that
the reason his aircraft has not been found
is that it ““disappeared from any physical
existence.’

The clairvoyant, New Zealand author
and lecturer Colin Amery, held a special
seance at his Dunedin home on Saturday
night, exactly six months after Valen-
iich's disappearance over Bass Strait.

The case made world headlines because
of a radio message between Valentlch and
air traffic control in which the pilot de-

By DAVID ELIAS

scribed a bright object flying close to his
Cessna. The conversation ended with a
metallic thud. Since then no trace of pilot
or plane has been found.

The missing pilot's father, Mr Guido
Valentich, knew of the seance and plan-
ned to be In his son’s bedroom at the time
to assist with deep concentration. But a
mix-up over the time change between
Australia and New Zealand put Mr Valen-
tich In his son’s bedroom two hours early.

During a short Conversation” through
Mr Amery, Valentlch is said to have told
the seance that 60 seconds of the radio
transcript was suppressed and edited out
before it was released. The allegation is in
line with highly-publicised claims by
friends and family after its release.

Valentich is supposed to have said he

HS

f/

was safe but no Ionger had a physical
body. He is claimed to have said: “I am In
light. 1 can move to wherever | need to

Valentlch reportedly said there were
people who had come to do certain work
and they needed his skill. They were not
from earth but from a place in the galaxy
he could not locate. Asked If there were
others with him he replied: "Ves. Many
people with technical skills have been
chosen to help, and these people are my
colleagues They come from the planet
eart

“ r5i”Nido Valentlch said yesterday he
still believed his son was alive but was
sceptical about Mr Amery's claims. Mr
Valentich said it was just possible Mr
Amery might be trying to publicise his
book. New Atlantis, which predicts severe
upheavals and great changes to the earth
in about a year.

aftl

V-



department of civil aviation

REMOVAL OF PAPERS FROM FILE

(Papers must not be removed by oJner than Registry staff)

PAPER/S TRANSFERRED

v L * 5 -

The original of enclasure/s

..Kb.... at enclosure ~

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED PAPER/S

=
I l office memo

If other, specify

OrHER O£™ LS

Originato r—— -

When a paper is removed from a file,
this form must be completed and is
to replace the paper removed.

One form only is required whan a
consecutive sequence of papers
is removed

has been transferred

(1

Teleprinter Mtp

"V53/(0~7

Originator's reference ( Date

Sub Ject

1746 119701

\ M J L

Reg> sfry Off'cer

0OS 3308



<3=6

When a paper is removed from a file.
this form must be completed and is

department of civil aviation to replace the paper removed,
REMOVAL OF PAPERS FROM FILE One form only is required whan a
(Ropers must not be removed by other than ftegjsfry staff) consecutive sequence of papers
is removed

PAPER/S TRANSFERRED

4 A

The original of enclosur*/* has been transferred

at enc losure '$

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED PAPER/S

O Inter -office memo eieprinter Minute

If other, specify

OTHER DETAILS . *

Originator

Originator's reference

5UD [OCt =mmmmmmmmemmeem L e A -

To......°VIV..2.......L

174t> 1970 0S 3308



When a paper is removed from a file,
this form must Pe completed and is

DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION to replace the paper removed
REMOVAL OF PAPERS FROM FILE One form only is required whan a
(Papers must not be removed by other than Registry sfo’fj consecutive sequence of papers
is removed

PAPER/S TRANSFERRED

The original of enclosure s VO ha* been transferred

to K ...... al enclosure *

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED PAPER/S

] Inter - office memo ] Letter m] Teleprinter

If other, specify m

OTHER DETAILS

Originator-—— ——mmmmamv

Originator's reference Dote

Subject — —

"tS "t-0. . . A

Reg sfry Off -r

1746 19701
0s 3308



/ Hr

When 3 paper is removed from a file,  3°\
this form must be completed and is

DEPARTMENT OF civil AVIATION to replace the paper removed
REMOVAL OF PAPERS FROM FILE One form only is required whan a
['Papers must not be removed by other than Registry staff) consecutive sequence of papers

is removed

PAPER/S TRANSFERRED

*3°n
The original of enclosure/s LTI e L has been transferred

10 file Cl..— ........ o’ enclosure/* -l .. e s s — e —

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED PAPER/S

O Inter-office memo etter J Teleprinter e

If other, specify

OTHER DETAILS \

Originator ......... e R e e

Originator's reference

SUDJECT o e e e e e e e e ettt b et st b eh et h bbbttt bt

[fU ij2

Reg's try Officer

A 17A6 (19701
os 33CM



department of civil AVIATION

REMOVAL OF PAPERS FROM FILE

(Papers must not he removed by other than Registry staff)

PAPER/S TRANSFERRED

The original of enclosure/s

.0 f,k at enclosure s

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED PAPER/S

Inter- office memo Letrer

If other, specify

eleprin

When 3 paper is removed from a file,
this form must be completed and is
to replace the paper removed

One form only is required whan a
consecutive sequence of papers
is removed

has been transferred

te' Minmsire

OTHER DETAILS N I\ ,

Originator 1 4

Originotoi s reference S N Da,. .oceveeiiieiens J3tedj& 123 i,
o L , H zZ jz if | . » Cc*W ~ <

<3 /m» / SV

174b M970)

n

OS 330b



'— '— <S*V
X
vV ~S 0
X< 23
| | w

£1

c'AAY VL cfFK~

N<X-s8Xr)

A; \3jirE

<X y .<7.

(@] -Vr-ad”/r

~U U K

o*w J

r4j k z % < j \
Si™L isin
\ X
J~VO
U c n ~A
P/ -J r

37



MISSING AIRCRAFT - BASS STRAIT - 21 OCTOBER 1978

You will recall that telex notification was forwarded to your office

- concerning a Cessna 182 which was engaged on a night flight
across Bass Strait

; which is missing and has not been located.

Supplementary information including a preliminary transcript of
radio communications

- was also telexed to your office.

The following summarises the information which is available

- at this stage of the investigation.

On 21 October 1978 the pilot of a Cessna 182L aircraft registration

VH-DSJ fTiled a flight plan for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to
King Island via Cape Otway

- the pilot Frederick Valentich was the only person believed to
be on board.

Six minutes after reporting at Cape Otway the pilot reported to
Melbourne Flight Service

- that an unidentified object was flying in his vicinity and

: after several reports relating to this object that his
engine was 7rough idling”

- that he was proceeding to King Island
: that the object was not an aircraft.
The aircraft did not reach its destination
- an extensive air, sea and land search was commenced.
No trace of the aircraft or pilot has been found
- the search was abandoned on 25 October

- in accordance with ICAO standards the occurrence has now been
classified as an ailrcraft accident.

D.0.T.1983



Details of the pilot"s reported observations have been referred to
the RAAF

- who are responsible for investigating such phenomena.

Relatives and acquaintances of the pilot have been interviewed and
his background has been closely examined

- in an effort to establish any human factors which might be
relevant

: the Aviation Medicine Branch of the Department provided
assistance.

The investigation iIs continuing. I know of no reason requiring
public release of this information at this time; if a need should
arise i1ts currency and accuracy should first be confirmed with the
Air Safety Investigation Branch.

( G.V. Hughes )
Assistant Secretary
.12.78 (Air Safety Investigation)
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MINUTE 3V

File ref - M116/783/1047

SISC

As you are aware, last week ASSU lan Smith
asked for a cassette copy of the final calls made by
VH-DSJ before the aircraft went missing on
21 October 1978.

Under separate cover please find the cassette
which contains an edited copy of the AVRtape.
All ground to air communications have been excised
leaving only calls made by Valentich.

I understand that ASSU i1ntends to forward
the tape to the father of Valentich.



File: M116/783/

GVH:LA:ASIB
11.12.78

MINUTE

c.c. Secretary
Dep Sec (Air Operations)

Minister FAS

FAS

MISSING AIRCRAFT - BASS STRAIT - 21 OCTOBER 1978

You will recall that telex notification was forwarded to your office

- concerning a Cessna 182 which was engaged on a night flight
across Bass Strait

; which is missing and has not Been located.

Supplementary information including a preliminary transcript of
radio communications

- was also telexed to your office.

The following summarises the information which is available

- at this stage of the investigation.

On 21 October 1978 the pilot of a Cessna 182L aircraft registration
VH-DSJ filed a flight plan for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to
King Island via Cape Otway

- the pilot Frederick Valentich was the only person believed to
be on board.

Six minutes after reporting at Cape Otway the pilot reported to
Melbourne Flight Service

- that an unidentified object was flying in his vicinity and

after several reports relating to this object that his
engine was "rough idling”

that he was proceeding to King Island
that the object was not an aircraft
The aircraft did not reach its destination
- an extensive air, sea and land search was commenced
No trace of the aircraft or pilot has been found
- the search was abandoned on 25 October

in accordance with ICAO standards the occurrence has now been
classified as an aircraft accident.

D.0.T.19B3



Details of the pilots reported observations have been referred to
the RAAF

- who are responsible for investigating such phenomena.

Relatives and acquaintances of the pilot have been interviewed and
his background has been closely examined

- in an effort to establish any human factors which might be
relevant

the Aviation Medicine Branch of the Department provided
assistance.

- The investigation is continuing. I know of no reason requiring
public release of this information at this time; if a need should
arise its currency and accuracy should first be confirmed with the
Air Safety Investigation Branch.

( G.V. Hughes )
Assistant Secretary
14.12.78 (Air Safety Investigation)
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MISSING AIRCRAFT - BASS STRAIT - 21 OCTOBER 1978

- You will recall that telex notification was forwarded to your office

- concerning a Cessna 182 which was engaged on a night flight
across Bass Strait

s which is missing and has not been located*

. Supplementary information including a preliminary transcript of
radio communications

- was also telexed to your office.

* The following summarises the iInformation which is available
- at this stage of the investigation.

. On 21 October 197B the pilot of a Cessna 182L aircraft registration
VFt-DSJ filed a flight plan for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to
King Island via Cape Otway

- the pilot Frederick Valentich was the only person believed to
be on board.

Six minutes after reporting at Cape Otway the pilot reported to
Melbourne Flight Service

- that an unidentified object was flying in his vicinity and

: after several reports relating to this object that his
engine was "'rough idling™

- that he was proceeding to King Island
: that the object was not an aircraft.
The aircraft did not reach its destination
- an extensive air, sea and land search was commenced.
No trace of the aircraft or pilot has been found
- the search was abandoned on 25 October

- in accordance with ICAO standards the occurrence has now been
classified as an aircraft accident.



- Details of the pilot®"s reported observations have been referred to
the RAAF

- who are responsible for investigating such phenomena.

Relatives and acquaintances of the pilot have been iInterviewed and
his background has been closely examined

- in an effort to establish any human factors which might be
relevant
L
i the Aviation Medicine Branch of the Department provided
assistance.

- The i1nvestigation Is continuing. I know of no reason requiring
public release of this information at this time; if a need should
arise iIts currency and accuracy should first be confirmed with the
Air Safety Investigation Branch,

N

( G.V. Hughes )
Assistant Secretary
11.12.78 (Air Safety Investigation)



AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT  INTERIM REPORT s

1 THE ACCIDENT

Loco,* Between Cape Otway and King lIsland Doe 21.10.78 Zore KST
Aircroft Type : Registration Owner C. Day
Cessna 182L ’
VH-DSJ 3S Reserve Road, Beaumaris. Vic.
operator Southern Air Services, Flight From To Purpose Class of Operation
Moo-rabbin Airport.__ Mentone. Moorabbin Kin# Island Travel Private

Damage to Aircraft

Unknown

2. PERSONS INVOLVED

Nome Role Description of Injuries Probablleb—. * 462 Forwarded to
Cor™injr
Frederick VALEMTICH Pilot Unknown /
/W iv £ L
fd a
m m f s
k n

3. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

At 1725 hours EST on 21 OctODer 1978 a flight plan for VH-DSJ (.Moorabbin to King Island
and return, EJID 1745 hours EIST, time interval to King Island 69 minutes,), was submitted
at Moorabbin Briefing Office. The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours EST and
subsequently departed Moorabbin for King Island at 1819 hours EST. "The pilot reported Cape
Otway at 1900 hours EST and at 190b hours EST asked if there was any traffic below five
thousand. After being advised there was no known traffic, he reported what seemed to be a
large aircraft below five thousand. He could not identify the type but described it as
having a green light, being metallic like and all shiny on the outside. After describing
the movements of the aircraft, its disappearance and reappearance, the pilot stated that it
was hovering on top of him and that it was not an aircraft. He also reported at approxi-
mately 1912 hours EST that the engine was "rough idling" and declared that he was
continuing to King Island. The final transmission from the pilot of the aircraft's call-
sign followed by 17 seconds open microphone was made at 1912:28 hours EST. Last light
King Island was 1918 hours EIST but the pilot had not requested aerodrome lighting. Flight
Service King Island was notified and lighting was arranged but the aircraft failed to
arrive there.

A search was initiated but no trace of the pilot or aircraft was found. The pilot
was the only known person on board.

4. MATTERS ARISING

Details of what the pilot reported seeing prior to his disappearance have been
referred to the RAAF for investigation.

Signed /Y /// /] DcfifaJutff Date
P.R. GRAHAM A.S.I.W. 14.11.78

for Director
TrnTTTFTTETTTTITIT

Regional Reference

Vi 16/783/1047
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«ef : H116/785/1047

Director
Vio/Tae Region

Attached are three copies of
the transcript of conunmieations prepared for
use in the investigation of the accident to VH-DSJ
on 21 October 1978.

Atts?



TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDED COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN
CESSNA 182L AIRCRAFT VH-DSJ AND MELBOURNE
FLIGHT SERVICE BETWEEN 0853 HOURS AND 0915

HOURS GMT ON 21 OCTOBER 1978

LEGEND

DSJ Cessna 182L aircraft VH-DSJ

FS Melbourne Flight Service Unit

( ) Word/s open to other interpretations
7/ 7/ Explanatory note or editorial

insertion



%

TITLE

0853:30

:38

42

t$k

58

0854:03
:05

0900:29

:38

0906:14

123

26

46

:50

0907:04

132

N3

4?2

57

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

TO

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

TEXT

DELTA SIERRA JULIET DO YOU WISH TO EXTEND YOUR
SARTIME FOR YOUR ARRIVAL AT KING ISLAND

// open microphone 2 seconds //
DELTA SIERRA JULIET SAY AGAIN

DELTA SIERRA JULIET YOGRE HOLDING A SARTIME

OF ZERO NINE THREE ZERO FOR YOUR ARRIVAL AT

KING ISLAND ON TIME INTERVAL YOUR ESTIMATE 1S
ZERO NINE T™O EIGHT DYOU WOULD YOU LIKE TO EXTEND
YOUR SARTIME

DELTA SIERRA JULIET AFFIRMATIVE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER MAKE IT ONE ZERO
ZERO ZERO

AFFIRMATIVE
DELTA SIERRA JULIET

MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET CAPE OTWAY
(DESCENDING FOR) KING ISLAND

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

MELBOURNE THIS IS DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS THERE
ANY KNOMN TRAFFIC BELOW FIVE THOUSAND

DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN TRAFFIC

DELTA SIERRA JULIET | AM SEEMS (TO) BE A LARGE
AIRCRAFT BELOW FIVE THOUSAND

D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET WHAT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT
IS IT

DELTA SIERRA JULIET | CANNOT AFFIRM IT IS
FOUR BRIGHT IT SEEMS TO ME LIKE LANDING LIGHTS

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

MELBOURNE THIS (1S) DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE
AIRCRAFT HAS JUST PASSED OVER OVER ME AT LEAST
A THOUSAND FEET ABOVE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND IT IT IS A LARGE
AIRCRAFT CONFIRM

ER UNKNOWN DUE TO THE SPEED ITS TRAVELLING IS
THERE ANY AIRFORCE AIRCRAFT IN THE VICINITY

DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN THE
VICINITY

2/4



TIME

0908:18

28
tkz

ik9

0909:02

:06

*11

RN

18

28

ikS

52

0910:07

i2Q

148

157
0911:03

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

TO

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

TEXT

MELBOURNE ITS APPROACHING NOW FROM DUE EAST
TOWARDS ME

DELTA SIERRA JULIET
// open microphone for two seconds //

DELTA SIERRA JULIET IT SEEMS TO ME THAT HES
PLAYING SOME SORT OF GAME HES FLYING OVER ME
T™™WO THREE TIMES AT A TIME AT SPEEDS | COULD
NOT IDENTIFY

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT IS YOUR ACTUAL
LEVEL

MY LEVEL IS FOUR AND A HALF THOUSAND POUR FIVE
ZERO ZERO

DELTA SIERRA JULIET AND CONFIRM YOU CANNOT
IDENTIFY THE AIRCRAFT

AFFIRMATIVE
DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER STANDBY

MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET ITS NOT AN AIRCRAFT
IT IS // open microphone for two seconds //

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE CAN YOU DESCRIBE
THE ER AIRCRAFT

DELTA SIERRA JULIET AS ITS FLYING PAST ITS A

LONG SHAPE // open microphone for three seconds //
(CANNOT) IDENTIFY MORE THAN (THAT IT HAS SUCH
SPEED) // open microphone for 3 seconds //

BEFORE ME RIGHT NOW MELBOURNE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND HOW LARGE WOULD
THE ER OBJECT BE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE IT SEEMS LIKE

ITS STATIONARY WHAT IM DOING RIGHT NOW IS ORBITING
AND THE THING 1S JUST ORBITING ON TOP OF ME ALSO
ITS GOT A GREEN LIGHT AND SORT OF METALLIC (LIKE)
ITS ALL SHINY (ON) THE OUTSIDE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5
seconds // ITS JUST VANISHED

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

MELBOURNE WOULD YOU KNOW WHAT KIND OF AIRCRAFT
IVE GOT IS IT (A TYPE) MILITARY AIRCRAFT

?A



TIME FROM TO TEXT

:08 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET CONFIRM THE ER AIRCRAFT
JUST VANISHED

14 DSJ FS SAY AGAIN

17 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS THE AIRCRAFT STILL WITH
YoU

23 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET (ITS AH NOR) // open

microphone 2 seconds // (NOW) APPROACHING FROM
THE SOUTHWEST

37 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET
52 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE ENGINE IS IS ROUGH

IDLING IVE GOT IT SET AT TWENTY THREE TWENTY
FOUR AND THE THING IS (COUGHING)

0912:04 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT ARE YOUR
INTENTIONS
-09 DSJ FS MY INTENTIONS ARE AH TO GO TO KING ISLAND AH

MELBOURNE THAT STRANGE AIRCRAFT IS HOVERING
ON TOP OF ME AGAIN // two second open
microphone // 1T IS HOVERING AND ITS NOT AN

AIRCRAFT
22 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET
28 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE // 1? seconds

open microphone //

149 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE



Ref : H116/783710u?

Director
Vic/Tae Region

The attached letter was received
in this office and relates to

the accident to
VH-DGJ on 21 October 1978.

2

It has not been acknowledged and

is forwarded for such action as you consider
necessary.

Attt

FolioT"-,

PEC:IM:A/DSIG
6/11/1978



Mr, J.S. Mill,
*40 Woodlands five.
FRANKSTON, >109

26th October, 1078. 7r>3-%706

‘he Secretary,
department of Transport,
IBffj Onecn St, ,

MEL1 TUMIUKE , 3000

ro The tIFO/ynjlentich Incident,

Reference the attached article (The Age, 27~/10/'78)

the following information may be of interest. When coining home’
about ,."0 I .M. after work on either 'fliursdav or Friday of last
week, ] watched an 'Aurora Australis' display in the south-
western sky for about a minute or so. It consisted mainly of

successive near-vertical parallel columns of soft pinlcish-red
light moving quickly from left to right and disappearing into
a stationary section of similar liirht, thus: -

$A 01

———— H *TWIL
Tfrs r'—
oarlv this morning | remembered this incident and it

occurred to me that 2 elements of this display - namely, 'rapidly
moving light and stationary or hovering light' - were present *
m the subsequent UFO/Valouticli incident as reported.

> W ffT

Bering a young person, it seems certain that Mr. F.
valenticb would not have had much direct observational experience
o' . “Mrora Australia' in its many and varied 'display’' forms
which occur frequently over the years. If confronted by a
similar ‘'display' as above, it seems equally certain that the
tetunionlly trained mind of hr. Vnlontich would have rapidly
searched everything known, except 'Aurora Australis', for a
rational explanation of his observations.

Yours faithfully,

uf

enc/ / Ax.
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0907 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET

0907:31 DSJ FS  MELBOURNE THIS (IS) DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE
AIRCRAFT HAS JUST PASSED OVER ME AT LEAST A
THOUSAND FEET ABOVE

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND IT IS A LARGE
AIRCRAFT CONFIRMED?

DSJ FS ~ ER UNKNOWN, DUE TO THE SPEED ITS TRAVELLING
IS THERE ANY AIRFORCE AIRCRAFT IN THE
VICINITY?
FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN THE
VICINITY
0908:19  DSJ FS ~ MELBOURNE ITS APPROACHING NOW FROM DUE EAST
TOWARDS ME
FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET
0908:41 - - (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS)
0908:48  DSJ FS  DELTA SIERRA JULIET IT SEEMS TO ME THAT HE®S

FLYING OVER ME TWO THREE TIMES AT A TIME AT
SPEEDS 1 COULD NOT IDENTIFY

0909 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT IS YOUR ACTUAL
LEVEL
DSJ FS MY LEVEL IS FOUR AND A HALF THOUSAND FOUR

FIVE ZERO ZERO

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET AND YOU CONFIRM YOU CANNOT
IDENTIFY THE AIRCRAFT

DSJ FS  AFFIRMATIVE

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER STANDBY

0909:27  DSJ FS  MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET ITS NOT AN
AIRCRAFT IT IS (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR TWO
SECONDS)

0909:42 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE CAN YOU DESCRIBE
THE ER AIRCRAFT?

DSJ FS  DELTA SIERRA JULIET AS ITS FLYING PAST ITS A
LONG SHAPE (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR THREE SECONDS)
(CANNOT) IDENTIFY MORE THAN (THAT IT HAS
SUCH SPEED) (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR THREE



SUCH SPEED) (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR THREE
SECONDS) BEFORE ME RIGHT NOW MELBOURNE.

0910 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND HOW LARGE
WOULD THE ER OBJECT BE

0910:19 DSJ FS  DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE IT SEEMS LIKE
ITS STATIONARY WHAT IM DOING RIGHT NOW IS
ORBITING AND THE THING IS JUST ORBITING ON
TOP OF ME ALSO, ITS GOT A GREEN LIGHT AND SORT
OF METALLIC (LIKE) ITS ALL SHINY (ON) THE

OUTSIDE.
FS DSJ  DELTA SIERRA JULIET
0910:96  DSJ FS  DELTA SIERRA JULIET (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR FIVE

SECONDS) ITS JUST VANISHED
FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET
0911 DSJ FS  MELBOURNE WOULD YOU KNOW WHAT KIND
OF AIRCRAFT IVE GOT IS IT (A TYPE) MILITARY

AIRCRAFT?

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET CONFIRM THE ER AIRCRAFT
JUST VANISHED

DSJ FS  SAY AGAIN
FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS THE AIRCRAFT STILL
WITH YOU
DSJ FS  DELTA SIERRA JULIET (ITS AH NOR) (OPEN

MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS) NOW APPROACHING
FROM THE SOUTHWEST

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET
0911:50 DSJ FS ~ DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE ENGINE IS IS ROUGH

IDLING IVE GOT IT SET AT TWENTY THREE TWENTY
FOUR AND THE THING IS (COUGHING)

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT ARE YOUR
INTENTIONS
DSJ FS MY INTENTIONS ARE AH TO GO TO KING ISLAND AH

MELBOURNE THAT STRANGE AIRCRAFT IS HOVERING
ON TOP OF ME AGAIN (IT (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR
TWO SECONDS) IS HOVERING AND ITS NOT AN
AIRCRAFT

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET



TWO SECONDS) IS HOVERING AND ITS NOT AN

AIRCRAFT
FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET
0912:28 DSJ FS  DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE (OPEN

MICROPHONE FOR SEVENTEEN SECONDS)

THERE HAS BEEN A REPORT OF SIGHTING OF AN OIL SLICK IN THE

GENERAL AREA

- ARRANGEMENTS ARE IN HAND WHICH SHOULD ALLOW POSITIVE
IDENTIFICATION OF WHETHER OR NOT THIS OIL COULD HAVE COME
FROM AN AIRCRAFT.

NUMEROUS AVENUES OF INVESTIGATION ARE BEING FOLLOWED,
INCLUDING

- DETAILED STUDY OF THE FLIGHT SERVICE COMMUNICATIONS TAPES
HUMAN FACTORS ASPECTS INCLUDING

- NEWSPAPER REPORTS AND MEDIA INTERVIEWS INDICATE POSSIBILITY
OF PILOT PRE-DISPOSITION TOWARDS UNIDENTIFIED FLYING
OBJECTS

- IT IS REPORTED THAT HE BELIEVED IN SUCH PHENOMENA

- THE METEOROLOGICAL ASTRONOMICAL AND ATMOSPHERIC ASPECTS

: RECOGNISING ACCIDENT OCCURRED AT APPROXIMATELY LAST LIGHT

THE SERVICEABILITY OF THE AIRCRAFT

: AIRCRAFT HAD UNDERGONE 100 HOURLY INSPECTION LAST FRIDAY

(20 OCTOBER)
: THIS WAS FIRST FLIGHT APART FROM A 25 MINUTE TEST FLIGHT

- FULL [INVESTIGATION OF THE PLANNING OF THE FLIGHT
HISTORY OF THE PILOT

INCLUDING REFERENCE TO INSTRUCTORS
: WITH OBJECT OF DETERMINING TYPE OF PERSON CONCERNED
: KNOWN TO HOLD UNRESTRICTED PRIVATE PILOT LICENCE WITH
CLASS 4 INSTRUMENT RATING (NIGHT WMC) TOTAL EXPERIENCE
APPROXIMATELY 150-200 HOURS
- SHIP REPORTS DETERMINE LIKLIHOOD OF SIGNIFICANT VESSELS
BEING IN THE AREA IN QUESTION.

IT IS RELEVANT THAT INVESTIGATION OF REPORTS OF UNIDENTIFIED

FLYING OBJECTS RESTS WITH YOUR COLLEAGUE THE MINISTER FOR

DEFENCE

- YOU MAY CARE TO GIVE HIM A COPY OF THIS MESSAGE

- APPROPRIATE OFFICERS AT THE WORKING LEVEL OF THE RAAF HAVE
ALREADY BEEN INFORMED.

NNNNSENT:- 241306) - AE ST *
TRANS AA30260
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CA 1983

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT

MINUTE PAPER

21 OCT 1578

AS(SI)

MISSING AIRCRAFT : VH-DSJ, BASS STRAIT ON 21.10.7B

Preliminary investigation of this occurrence indicates that human

factors may have played a significant role in the disappearance of the
aircraft.

2 It appears that Frederick Valentich's flying activities and his
association with the RAAF Air Training Corp commanded most of his interest.
He created a facade of his ability, achievement and future in these aspects
of his life not only for his close friends and acquaintances but also to a
lesser degree for his family. In fact he has a poor academic history, was
assessed by the RAAF as having a low IQ and has failed all his Commercial
Pilot theory examinations.

3 In assessing the psychological stability of this pilot at the time
of this flight, expert guidance is required. It is therefore requested
that Aviation Medicine be asked to participate in the investigation. The
attached documentation is provided in support of this request.

for DIRECTOR
VIC/TAS REGION

ATT.



INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE FlU
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NOTES MADE LURING A PRELIMINARY CONVERSATION WITH MR. GUIBFI VALENTICH

Mr. Guidm Valentich is the lather of Mr. Frederick Valentich. He
visited this office on 25.10.78 for the purpose of hearing the tape recording
concerning the missing aircraft VH-DSJ in order to identify his son"s voice.
The following notes were made during general conversation with Mr. Valentich.

- Frederick worked for an Army Disposals firm at Moonee loads.

- Be was attending lectures for Commercial Pilot Meteorology. These lectures
were conducted at Essendon Airport on Tuesday nights and from 1300-1700
hours EST on Saturday afternoons at Moorabbin. He did not know the
organisation or lecturer. \Y

- On Friday night 20.10.78 Frederick had retired about 2230 hours EST. On
Saturday morning 21.10*78 he had eaten a light breakfast of orange juice,
cereal and coffee prior to going to work at Moonee Ponds. He would have
finished work at 1200 hours EST and driven to Moorabbin to attend the
lectures at 1300 hours probably without having eaten any lunch. The lectures
were to finish at 1700 hours and he considers that Frederick would have
eaten some take away food from a MacDonalds hamburger shop near Moorabbin as
this is his normal practice. He recalled that Frederick was in normal good
spirits on Saturday morning.

- Frederick was a Blood Donor and gave blood at the City Bank on Tuesday
17.10.78.

- Frederick®8 personal doctor was Dr. Fasha of Avondale Heights. He was
undergoing treatment for a skin complaint and was taking pills for the

complaint.
- Recent Employment: Army Disposals - 3 weeks
GMK Foundary — 3*5 months
Commercial Licence Course - 5“8 months
RMIT - 6 months.

- Financially, Fred had no problems. As fax as known he owed nothing. He
was generous to the family on anniversaries, etc. His father assisted
Frederick financially with his flying.

- There were no problems at home. Frederick did his share of the home duties.

- Frederick was in the Air Training Corp as a cadet and then as an instructor.

He applied for a position as Radio Tech, in the RAAF about 1976 but was not
successful .

- He wanted a career in aviation and since he missed out on the RAAF, decided
to finish his Commercial Licence and eventually get into Airlines. He
wanted to show everyone, including the RAAF, that he could do it.

- Frederick always had the idea that some people wanted to stop him succeeding
so he didn"t discuss his flying or intentions with anyone. He just wanted
to get through and surprise everyone by showing tl.en that he could actually
do it.

- Frederick was a firm believer in UFOs. He had sav”™d articles and information
on UFOs, read '"Chariot of the Gods"™ and other books and went to see movies on

D.O.T. P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE
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the subject* This interest started when he was at school about six years
ago. His belief had been strengthened recently when he was allowed to see
the RaAF's confidential files on UFOs at East Sale and at Laverton. He

wouldn't discuss these details with his family as they were confidential.

- His mother saw a UFO one night. She called Fred and he saw it too. It was
a large light, 10 times larger ihau a star, was stationary for a while and
then moved off at great speed. This happened about eight months ago.

- His father eventually became convinced that UFOs existed.

- Frederick worried about attack from UFOs and what they could do. His
father had told him that there was nothing they could do and so no point
in worrying.

- His father is unsure about what Rhonda Rushton (Frederick's girlfriend) had
said about them going out on Saturday night 21.10.78. He knows Fred was
going to be home and thinks something about her statement is fishy but
doesn't know what.

-  Fred's memory was good for important matters but he sometimes overlooked
unimportant things.

P.R. GRAHAM
INVESTIGATOR

CA 149N (1968) CONTINUATION SHEET
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DISCUSSION WITH MR. GREGORY KEAMJRN

Mr. Reabum is a personal friend of Mr. Fred Valentich. They have been
friends for seven or eight years. Mr. Reabum visited Regional Office for the
purpose of giving background information of Kr. Valentich. During an informal
discussion he gave the following informations

- They had been in the Air Training Corps together for some years and both
were very interested in weapons.

- The two saw each other on average twice a week. This was on Tuesdays and
Fridays when they attended the Air Training Corps.

- Valentich told him that he had applied to join the RAAF as aircrew but that
he had not been accepted because of inadequate educational qualifications.
After further education he had tried again but was still not accepted. The
two were in camp together in August 1978 at RAAF East Sale when Valentich
confided he had been knocked back by the RAAF for the second time.

- Valentich was disappointed about not getting into the RAAF and it had made
him quite determined to get his commercial pilot licence and fly for the
airlines just to show the RAAF he could do it.

- Valentich had been going with his girlfriend for five months and they were
very close. He had recently given her a frienaship ring.

- Mr. Reabum thought it would be quite out of the question that Valentich would
commit suicide or purposely fly the aircraft to a remote location to get away
from society. Valentich was far too close to his family, girlfriend and
friends to contemplate such actions.

- Concerning Valentich*s family situation, Mr. Reabum said he knew Valentich®"s
father was helping out financially with his son®s flying and he also knew
that there had been a family argument recently. He did not know what the
argument was about. Valentich was living at home and in general, Reabum
thought the family was very close.

- Concerning health, to hiB knowledge, Valentich was not on any form of self
medication. He had never known him to suffer from fits or turns, to pass out
or have hallucinations. Valentich did suffer from a skin complaint and had
been told by his doctor not to drink too much milk because of this complaint.

- Valentich was very strict regarding alcohol/flying. He never took much
alcohol at all and would never take any after 2000-2100 hours of an evening
prior to flying the next day. Ho was most definitely not part of the drug
scene. Reabum considered that Valentich was the sort of person who would
go straight to the police if he knew of anyone who was on drugs.

- Reabum vas aware that Valentich had planned to fly to King Island but he did
know on what particular day. He knew that Valentich was going to bring back
a crayfish for the 0IC of the Air Training Corps (Sgn. Ldr Grandy) but he had
only found this out since the aircraft disappeared.

- He had only ever flown with Valentich on one occasion and that was in a

helicopter during their camp at East Sale in August 1978. Some of the
pilots from Longford are involved with the Air Training Corps at East Sale

D.O.T, P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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and one of these pilots had taken them up in a helicopter. Yalentich
had flown the helicopter and according to Reaburn, the pilot said
Valentich flew it well.

_ Eeaburn said he was aware that Valentich had flown to Newcastle and
back since they had been in camp at East Sale during August. Reaburn
haH been asked to go but he could not afford his share of the cost.

- His general impression of Valentich's character was that he is not prone
to hasty decisions or panic. He always stops and thinks about a
situation before taking any action. They had once been lost in the bush
together whilst on an Air Training Corps camp and Valentich had not been
the slightest bit perturbed about it.

-  Both he and. Valentich believed in UFOs but not to any fanatical extent.
They had discussed UFOs and their beliefs on the basis that if people on
earth are capable of sending space vehicles to Mars and the Moon then why
would inhabitants of another planet not be capable of the same thing.

-  Reaburn was ture that Valentich would have been waring his life jacket on
the trip to King Island. Valentich was not keen about flying over water
and if ever he had any choice in the matter he would fly over land. This
was because Valentich was not a good swimmer and would probably just give u
if he had to come down In the water.

- Reaburn thought that some of the circumstances were a little strange.
Valentich had arranged to pick up his girlfriend at 7.30 p.m. to take her
out but he had alBO told his father that he would be home from flying at
10.00 p.m. Such a dual arrangement was very uncharacteristic of Valentich,
yet there was absolutely no way be could pick up his girlfriend at 7«30 p.m.
If ever he was going to be late for an appointment he would advise those
concerned by way of a phone call* Reaburn was also wondering what valentich
did with the time between finishing his lecture at Moorabbln 1?00 hours and
taking off 1820 hours. He thought that Valentich may have gone to
hacDonalds for some take-away food which he did on occasions.

- Valentich did not gamble at all, nor was he in any financial bother, to
Reaburn's knowledge. He had no police record or any problems that would
be causing him any deep concern. He was studying hard for his meteorology
exam and was worried as to whether he could pass it.

- Valentich joined the Air Training Corp some three years later than Reaburn
and did not get promoted beyond Cadet LAC. Reaburn did not consider this

significant nor did he think it bothered Valentich in any way.

- Valentich had never spoken to Reaburn about being disorientated in an
aircraft either during his training or since he had obtained his licence.

S.G. SPINKS
INVESTIGATOR

CA 149N (1968) CONTINUATION SHEET



V

F,l« Poge

INVESTIGATOR S NOTE

Subject

INVESTIGATOR'S ASSESSMENT OP MISS RUSHTON

Miss Rushton was considered by the investigator to be an honest
and dependable witness. Although young, she was seen to be a stable
person for her years. She obviously cared greatly for Valentich and in
the time of her acquaintance was proud to be associated with him, as a
pilot, and because of his physique and his association with the Victorian
Squadron of the Air Training Corps. To some extent this shows a measure
of her being impressionable, but not outside her years.

The investigator gained the impression that Valentich had chosen
Miss Rushton carefully, as someone to discuss his problems with, she being
receptive, perhaps more so than a girl of 16-20 years, who might have
rejected his problems and ideas and pushed him aside.

The impression was gained that Miss Rushton was becoming aware
that Valentich was “different” from her other male acquaintances and that

she was being used as a "prop", based on the odd phrase used and the tone
of some of her comments.

J.C. SANDERCOCK
INVFST1GATOR

26.10.76

D.O.T. P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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DISCUSSION WITH MISS R. RBSHTON ON 24 OCTOBER 197b

Hisb Rhonda Rushton of No. J Bradford Avenue, Preston (Phone
number 442479J was a close friend of the pilot of C182L VH-DSJ, which
became missing on 21 October, 1978. She visited the Regional office and
agreed to assist in the investigation concerning the aircraft and the
possible actions taken by the pilot.

Kiss Rushton stated she was "just 17" years of age, and that she
worked at the Night-Owl Pharmacy of 743A Gilbert Road, Reservoir.

She advised she last saw Fred Valentioh on Friday night 20 October
1978 at about 9 p.m. EST, after he had finished work at the Army Disposals,
139 Puckle Street, Moonee Ponds. In their conversation it became apparent
to her that he had forgotten he said he would take her out on Saturday
night. The forthcoming flight to King Island was discussed, and together
they evolved the schedule of : departure Moorabbin 1600, land King Island
1730, pick up crayfish, leave 1800, land Moorabbin 1930* As it was a
20 minute drive from the airport to Preston she suggested Valentich put
his good clothes in which to take her out, in his car when he left home
early on Saturday.

Since ttie aircraft went missing, she had seen the car at Moorabbin,
and was aware that no clothes were in it. From her experience, Valentich
was probably wearing a tri coloured brown and white jumper and brown slacks,
his usual flying clothing and she believed he would have carried with him
a blue, short raincoat, very similar to those worn by RAAF personnel, as this
was his "good luck coat" (his words).

Discussing possible movements of Valentich during the day she believed
he would have left home, without having breakfast, gone to work, not eaten
luncheon, then gone to the tutorial classes for his Commercial Pilot licence
at Moorabbin and stayed there, as she was now aware, until about 1700 EST.
Most probably the pilot then went to MacDonalds take away food store near
Southland on the Nepean Highway to purchase food. She believed he would have
ordered "2 Big Macs, 2 cheeseburgers, a fillet of fish and some ohipe ", and
most probably would have drank a carton of Coca-Cola.

Miss Rushton said Valentich was "a big eater" and that he alwayB
ate slowly, and she believed he would have driven to the beach and sat in
his car facing the sea while eating.

Asked concerning Valentich*s drinking habits, she stated he never
had more than 2 alcoholic drinks, usually beer, and after these he remained
on soft drink. She then volunteered the information that Valentich "wasn't
himself Friday night", that usually he is cheeful and outwardly very happy,
but underneath on Friday "he was not quite in the spirit of things".

To her knowledge his health was good, he didn't have a cold or other
minor physical ailments, and so far as she was aware he was not taking any
self-medication for such complaints. The only thing she could offer was that
he was taking Corryin capsules for a facial rash, and that he was not to
partake of dairy products.

Concerning the flight of 21 October 197b, Valentich had not
discussed it with her to any degree but she was now aware he had discussed
it with her mother, apparently while waiting for her at some previous time.

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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The gist of the conversation had been that he had earlier intended to take
his father on the flight, that he was "scared of the water" (her words) and
that the "plane is an old one" (his words). Miss Hushton was aware her
boyfriend had made the flight Moorabbin to King Island before but she was
uncertain if he had flown the route at night.

One strange thing had occurred a week earlier. They were in the
habit of celebrating the monthly anniversary of their meeting and for the
fifth anniversary Valentich had decided to give her a friendship ring.
Although he was well aware of the date of the anniversary (20 October)
despite her protestations, he had insisted on giving it to her on 13 October.
He apparently had told his friends of his intention to give her the ring.
She had no explanation for his action.

Asked had she flown with Valentich before, she said she had many times,
but never at night. One notable flight had been in a Cessna aircraft to
Newcastle about 8-10 weeks ago. Originally four other passengers were to have
been at Moorabbin at 0400 hours but they had not shown up by 0600 hours and
Valentich had gone without them. The flight to Newcastle (Aeropelican air-
strip) had been uneventful, but they had had to fly over solid cloud for about
an half hour. They had found a hole and descended through it.

She advised that as a flight plan had to be submitted at Bankstown
for the return flight to Moorabbin, Valentich had flown to Bankstown, and
entered the "Sydney restricted zone, as told to do by Sydney." Valentich
had experienced difficulty landing the aircraft and had to make several
attempts. The reason was that the "control column was locked." Valentich
had sweated profusely in this situation, such that she had used his hand-
kerchief to mop his brow to prevent the sweat blurring his vision. She
stated that he always sweated when something unexpected or a little out of
the ordinary occurred and she was aware of the change in her boyfriend's
voice when these situations arose.

Other flights she had made with Valentich were from Moorabbin to
ssendon and back by various routes, sight-seeing the city's prominent
features. She said she was impressed by what Valentich knew of aircraft,

and that she considered him to be'h. very good pilot."”

However, she was aware of some unusual habits he had while flying.
These concerned the use of the radio. She was aware he usually "clicked"
the microphone button after transmitting, and that he never put it back
in the rack, but left the microphone on his lap where, because of his leg
actions, it was sometimes activayed. He also had the habit of polishing
or rubbing the microphone on hiB jumper sleeve before using it.

She stated Valentich had long legs and that after a period of time
it was his habit to release the seat and to push it rearward, which again
sometimes operated the microphone on his lap. She was of the opinion that
the "metallic noise” mentioned in the newspapers could have been the seat
sliding rearwards, with the microphone transmitting.

Miss Rushton had no knowledge of how Valentich used the engine to
fly, when asked. She then said she considered he was "usually overcaut oub-",
that "he likes to think things well ahead" and believed that he would have
entered the aircraft wearing his life jacket. She said Valentich always
had a plan to cover possible emergencies; she had frequently been told when
flying that "if anything goes wrong, look for a straight road or a long
paddock without fences" (Valentich's words). She said Valentich always
thought before he acted, albeit rapidly, he never acted instinctively.

CA 149N (1968) CONTINUATION SHEET
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The matter of Unidentified Flying Objects, then the subject of
much media coverage was raised* She advised that when out driving in the
Dandenong Ranges on Sunday 15 October, 1978* Valentich had said to her
"if a UFO landed in front of ne now, | would go in it, but never without
you." Other subjects had been discussed during the drive, mainly of social
interest, but Valentich had commented to some length on the subject of
"everybody is out to grab money — there is not enough left for everybody —
people would have to starve."

Kiss Rushton was aware Valentich had clippings on UFOs but she
didn't consider him an avid fan or collector, but just with an average
interest on the subject.

N f

The reference to a landing UFO, on 15 October was his only reference
to the subject on that day, and on other occasions such references have been
very short and never in any depth.

Asked concerning his personality, Miss Rushton said Valentich held
problems "in the back of his mind" and that he "held them as a list" and when
he had worked out a solution, he mentally crossed it off.

He had lied to her very soon after their first meeting, that he had
passed his meteorology subject for his commercial licence, and after four
months he had admitted his lie, and that he was repeating the subject. She
said he had "no one to talk his problems out with", but she was aware he
had long talks with a Robert Bams, about flying and flying problems.

Miss Rushton was thanked for her assistance.

J.C. SANDERCOCK
INVESTIGATOR

26.10.78

(See also Investigator's Note - Assessment of Miss Rushton)
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Advice has been received of the following aircraft accident/incident from

AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATION BRANCH 4

ADVICE OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT/INCIDENT

Person / LL/\ Place...cococveiiiiininnnn.. . Date/Timo . 2_Cc> 3.2

(@) Aircraft Type: Registration : vi-f-2>V'T

(b)

(c)

(d

(e)

®

(9
(h)

@

Owner and/or Operator:

CREW : Pilot: Other Crew:
Passengers:

Date and time of accident/incident

Flight: from to

Nature of Operation

Location of accident/incident:

Injuries to persons:

Nature and cause (as far as is known):

Q £00 1)2 TN fn#

Damage to aircraft:

Arrangements for investigation:

Remarks;

Signed:
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0906:14 DSJ FS MELBOURNE THIS IS DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS THERE ANY
KNOWN TRAFFIC BELOW FIVE THOUSAND
FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN TRAFFIC
DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET 1 AM, SEEMS (TO) BE A LARGE
AIRCRAFT, BELOW FIVE THOUSAND
0906:44 FS DSJ DDDELTA SIERRA JULIET WHAT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT IS IT?
DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET | CANNOT AFFIRM IT IS FOUR BRIGHT,

IT SEEMS TO ME LIKE LANDING LIGHTS

0907:00 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET
090701 DSJ FS MELBOURNE THIS (1S) DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE AIRCRAFT
HAS JUST PASSED OVER OVER ME AT LEAST A THOUSAND
FEET ABOVE
FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND IT IT IS A URGE AIRCRAFT
CONFIRM?
DSJ FS ER UNKNOWN, DUE TO THE SPEED ITS TRAVELLING IS THERE

ANY AIRFORCE AIRCRAFT IN THE VICINITY?

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOMN AIRCRAFT IN THE VICINITY
0908:18 DSJ FS MELBOURNE ITS APPROACHING NOW FROM DUE EAST TOWARDS ME
FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET
0908:41 // open microphone for two seconds //
0908:48 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET IT SEEMS TO ME THAT HES PUYING

SOME SORT OF GAME, HES FLYING OVER ME ™WO THREE TIMES
AT A TIME AT SPEEDS | COULD NOT IDENTIFY

0909:00 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT IS YOUR ACTUAL LEVEL
DSJ FS MY LEVEL IS FOUR AND A HALF THOUSAND FOUR FIVE ZERO ZERO
FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET AND CONFIRM YOU CANNOT IDENTIFY THE
AIRCRAFT
DSJ FS AFFIRMATIVE
FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER STANDBY
0909:27 DSJ FS MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET ITS NOT AN AIRCRAFT IT IS
// open microphone for two seconds //
0909:42 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE CAN YOU DESCRIBE THE ER AIRCRAFT?
DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET AS ITS FLYING PAST ITS A LONG SHAPE

// open microphone for three seconds // (CANNOT) IDENTIFY
MORE THAN (THAT IT HAS SUCH SPEED) // open microphone
for 3 seconds // BEFORE VE RIGHT NOW MELBOURNE



0910:00 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND HOWN LARGE WOULD THE ER
OBJECT BE

0910:19 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE IT SEEMS LIKE ITS STATIONARY
MAT IM DOING RIGHT NOW IS ORBITING AND THE THING IS JUST
ORBITING ON TOP OF ME ALSO, ITS GOT A GREEN LIGHT AND
SORT OF METALLIC (LIKE) ITS ALL SHINY (ON) THE OUTSIDE
FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET

0910:46 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5 seconds //
ITS JUST VANISHED

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET

0911:00 DSJ FS MELBOURNE WOULD YOU KNOW WHAT KIND OF AIRCRAFT IVE GOT
IS IT (A TYPE) MILITARY AIRCRAFT?

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET CONFIRM THE SR AIRCRAFT JUST VANISHED
DSJ FS SAY AGAIN

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS THE AIRCRAFT STILL WITH YOU

DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET (ITS AH NOR) // open microphone

2 seconds // (NOW) APPROACHING FROM THE SOUTHWEST

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET
0911:50 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE ENGINE IS 1S ROUGH IDLING IVE GOT
IT SET AT TWENTY THREE TWENTY FOUR AND THE THING IS
(COUGHING)
FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT ARE YOUR INTENTIONS
DSJ FS MY INTENTIONS ARE AH TO GO TO KING ISLAND AH MELBOURNE

THAT STRANGE AIRCRAFT IS HOVERING ON TOP OF ME AGAIN
// two second open microphone // IT IS HOVERING AND ITS NOT

AN AIRCRAFT
FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET
0912:28 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE

// 17 seconds open microphone //
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FAS(AO)

FAS(GF)

FAS(FW)

FAS(CS)

SAS(AW)

AS(0S)

AS(GA)

AS(Sl) AIR LIQUIDE
AS(ES)

DIRECTOR P.R.
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COPY TO
FAS(AO)

FROM
SCHOFIELD (FAS(AO))

SITREP 1 24 OCT 1000

FURTHER TO INITIAL NOTIFICATION BY AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATION
BRANCH RE MISSING CESSNA~T~VH-DSJ.

SEARCH ACTIVITY ON NIGHT OF 21 OCT CONSISTED OF

- 3 SORTIES ALONG VH-DSJ INTENDED TRACK

- 1 SHIP TRACKED THROUGH AREA

- KING ISLAND POLICE CHECKED FOR UNUSUAL SIGHTING OR
HEARING REPORTS

- NIL SIGHTING OR HEARING.

SEARCH 22 OCT

- 1 AIRCRAFT CARRIED OUT LAND SEARCH OF KING ISLAND

- 1 AIRCRAFT CARRIED OUT COASTAL SEARCH

- 1 RAAF ORION CARRIED OUT DETAILED SEARCH OF PROBABLE
MARITIME AREA

- 3 VESSELS SEARCHED WEST COAST AND ISLANDS OFF
KING ISLAND

- OIL SLICK SIGHTED IN SEARCH AREA

SEARCH 23 OCT

- 2 CIVIL AIRCRAFT INCLUDING G.A.F. NOMAD AND ONE RAAF
ORION CONTINUED SEARCHING

- VESSEL <'NOMAD™ INVESTIGATED OIL SLICKS AND DEBRIS
SIGHTED BY SEARCH AIRCRAFT

- CONFIRMED DEBRIS NOT FROM AIRCRAFT

- SAMPLE OF OIL SLICKS COLLECTED FOR ANALYSIS.

|L
SEARCH OPERATIONS CONTINUING. M
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FROM HUGHES AS(S 1)

TO MINISTER

C.C. SECRETARY
DEP. SEC.
FAS(AO)

FAS(FW)

been digitised IN SECTIONS

(A.0.)

DIRECTOR VIC/TAS

DPR
ADPR

AS (PC)

MISSING CESSNA 182 VH-DSJ

FOLLOWING

23 OCTOBER.

INTENDED TO ASSIST
QUESTIONS AND

DAILY NOTE

- BASS STRAIT

IN ANSWERING ANY POSSSIBLE

IS SUPPLEMENTARY TO MY INITIAL NOTIFICATION OF

DETAILS OF RELEVANT SECTION OF PRELIMINARY TRANSCRIPT FROM

MELBOURNE FLIGHT SERVICE RECORDING ARE AS FOLLOWS:

TIME FROM
0906 14 DSJ
DSJ

0906:44 FS

DSJ

TO

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

TEXT

MELBOURNE THIS IS DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS
THERE ANY KNOWN TRAFFIC BELOW FIVE THOUSAND

DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN TRAFFIC

DELTA SIERRA JULIET | AM, SEEMS (TO) BE A

LARGE AIRCRAFT, BELOW FIVE THOUSAND

D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET WHAT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT

DELTA SIERRA JULIET | CANNOT AFFIRM IT IS FOUa

BRIGHT, IT SEEMS TO ME LIKE LANDING LIGHTS



0907

0907s31

0908:18

0908s41

0908s48

0909

0909i27

0909:42

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DKivaHI, Il 3tcna iU nt Ltr\c hvjhio

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

MELBOURNE THIS (IS) DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE
AIRCRAFT HAS JUST PASSED OVER ME AT LEAST A
THOUSAND FEET ABOVE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND IT IS A LARGE

AIRCRAFT CONFIRMED?

ER UNKNOWN, DUE TO THE SPEED ITS TRAVELLING
IS THERE ANY AIRFORCE AIRCRAFT IN THE
VICINITY?

DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN THE
VICINITY

MELBOURNE ITS APPROACHING NOW FROM DUE EAST
TOWARDS ME

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

(OPEN MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS)

DELTA SIERRA JULIET IT SEEMS TO ME THAT HE'S

FLYING OVER ME TWO THREE TIMES AT A TIME AT

SPEEDS 1 COULD NOT IDENTIFY

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT IS YOUR ACTUAL
LEVEL

MY LEVEL IS FOUR AND A HALF THOUSAND FOUR

FIVE ZERO ZERO

DELTA SIERRA JULIET AND YOU CONFIRM YOU CANNOT

IDENTIFY THE AIRCRAFT

AFFIRMATIVE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER STANDBY

MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET ITS NOT AN
AIRCRAFT IT IS (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR TWO

SECONDS)

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE CAN YOU DESCRIBE
THE ER AIRCRAFT?

DELTA SIERRA JULIET AS ITS FLYING PAST ITS A
LONG SHAPE (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR THREE SECONDS)
(CANNOT) IDENTIFY MORE THAN (THAT IT HAS

SUCH SPEED) (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR THREE



(CANNOT) IDENTIFY MORE THAN (THAT IT HAS
SUCH SPEED) (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR THREE

SECONDS) BEFORE ME RIGHT NOW MELBOURNE.

0910 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND HOW LARGE
WOULD THE ER OBJECT BE

0910:19 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE IT SEEMS LIKE
ITS STATIONARY WHAT IM DOING RIGHT NOW IS
ORBITING AND THE THING IS JUST ORBITING ON
TOP OF ME ALSO, ITS GOT A GREEN LIGHT AND SORT
OF METALLIC (LIKE) ITS ALL SHINY (ON) THE

OUTSIDE.
FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET
0910:46 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR FIVE

SECONDS) ITS JUST VANISHED

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET

0911 DSJ FS MELBOURNE WOULD YOU KNOW WHAT KIND

OF AIRCRAFT IVE GOT IS IT (A TYPE) MILITARY

AIRCRAFT?

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET CONFIRM THE ER AIRCRAFT
JUST VANISHED

DSJ FS SAY AGAIN

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS THE AIRCRAFT STILL
WITH YOU

DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET (ITS AH NOR) (OPEN

MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS) NOW APPROACHING
FROM THE SOUTHWEST

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET

0911:50 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE ENGINE IS 1S ROUGH

IDLING IVE GOT IT SET AT TWENTY THREE TWENTY
FOUR AND THE THING IS (COUGHING)

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT ARE YOUR
INTENTIONS
DSJ FS MY INTENTIONS ARE AH TO GO TO KING ISLAND AH

MELBOURNE THAT STRANGE AIRCRAFT IS HOVERING
ON TOP OF ME AGAIN (IT (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR
TWO SECONDS) IS HOVERING AND ITS NOT AN
AIRCRAFT

DS] DEITA SIERRA JIILIET



AIRCRAFT

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET

0912:28 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE (OPEN
MICROPHONE FOR SEVENTEEN SECONDS)

THERE HAS BEEN A REPORT OF SIGHTING OF AN OIL SLICK IN THE

GENERAL AREA

- ARRANGEMENTS ARE IN HAND WHICH SHOULD ALLOW POSITIVE
IDENTIFICATION OF WHETHER OR NOT THIS OIL COULD HAVE COME
FROM AN AIRCRAFT.

NUMEROUS AVENUES OF INVESTIGATION ARE BEING FOLLOWED,
INCLUDING
- DETAILED STUDY OF THE FLIGHT SERVICE COMMUNICATIONS TAPES
- HUMAN FACTORS ASPECTS INCLUDING
: NEWSPAPER REPORTS AND MEDIA INTERVIEWS INDICATE POSSIBILITY
OF PILOT PRE-DISPOSITION TOWARDS UNIDENTIFIED FLYING
OBJECTS
IT IS REPORTED THAT HE BELIEVED IN SUCH PHENOMENA
- THE METEOROLOGICAL ASTRONOMICAL AND ATMOSPHERIC ASPECTS
RECOGNISING ACCIDENT OCCURRED AT APPROXIMATELY LAST LIGHT
- THE SERVICEABILITY OF THE AIRCRAFT
: AIRCRAFT HAD UNDERGONE 100 HOURLY INSPECTION LAST FRIDAY
(20 OCTOBER)
: THIS WAS FIRST FLIGHT APART FROM A 25 MINUTE TEST FLIGHT
- FULL INVESTIGATION OF THE PLANNING OF THE FLIGHT
- HISTORY OF THE PILOT
INCLUDING REFERENCE TO INSTRUCTORS
: WITH OBJECT OF DETERMINING TYPE OF PERSON CONCERNED
KNOWN TO HOLD UNRESTRICTED PRIVATE PILOT LICENCE WITH
CLASS 4 INSTRUMENT RATING (NIGHT VMC) TOTAL EXPERIENCE
APPROXIMATELY 150-200 HOURS
- SHIP REPORTS DETERMINE LIKLIHOOD OF SIGNIFICANT VESSELS

BEING IN THE AREA IN QUESTION.

IT IS RELEVANT THAT INVESTIGATION OF REPORTS OF UNIDENTIFIED

FLYING OBJECTS RESTS WITH YOUR COLLEAGUE THE MINISTER FOR

DEFENCE

- YOU MAY CARE TO GIVE HIM A COPY OF THIS MESSAGE

- APPROPRIATE OFFICERS AT THE WORKING LEVEL OF THE RAAF HAVE
ALREADY BEEN INFORMED.

NNNNSENT ONE 240105 AEST®
TRANS AA62221

TRANS AA30499



AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATION BRANCH

ADVTCE OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT/tWGIEIgWT

%f\o V7

Advice has been received of lL.he following aircraft aceident/incident from

PerSON (i Place . .oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienn, Nate/TImo .,
fa) Aircraft Type: C-T'IT **5~A 1K I . Registration : \JU - X) ~
(b) Owner and/or Operator:
(cy CREW : Pilot: P N V&L £ O>*T' AL U Other Crew:

Passengers:
(d) Date and time of accident/incident Z) \ 1Q o N \n 7~
(¢) Flight: from MotT"lolgtA” to _

Nature of Operation \\j ', n A~ V KAO

(f) Location of accident/incident-

(9) Injuries to persons:

(h) Nature and cause (as far as is known):

(M)

) Arrangements for investigation:

Remarks:

Signed:
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Part No.

FILE DIVISION NOTICE

The large number of papers processed in illation to the
subject of this file has necessitated a division of the
original file at this point.

Earlier papers are held on the following parts.

Date Opened

Folios



