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TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDED COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN
CESSNA 1&>L AIRCRAFT VH-DSJ AND MELBOURNE
FLIGHT SERVICE BETWEUJ 0853 HOURS AND 0913

HOURS GMT ON 21 OCTOBER 1978
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Cessna 182L aircraft VH-DSJ
Melbourne Flight Service Unit
Word/s open to other interpretations

Explanatory note or editorial
insertion
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DELTA SIERRA JULIET DO YOU WISH TO EXTEND YOUR
SAETIME FOR YOUR ARRIVAL AT KING ISLAND

// open microphone 2 seconds //
DELTA SIERRA JULIET SAY AGAIN

DELTA SIERRA JULIET YORE HOLDING A SARTIKE

OF ZERO NINE THREE ZERO FOR YOUR ARRIVAL AT

KING ISLAND ON TIME INTERVAL YOUR ESTIMATE IS
ZERO NINE TWO EIGHT DYOU WOULD YOU LIKE TO EXTEND
YOUR SARTIME

DELTA SIERRA JULIET AFFIRMATIVE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER MAKE IT ONE ZERO
ZERO ZERO

AFFIRMATIVE
DELTA SIERRA JULIET

MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET CAPE OTWAY ]
(DESCENDING FOR) KING ISLAND >

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

MELBOURNE THIS IS DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS THERE
ANY KNOMN TRAFFIC BELOW FIVE THOUSAND

DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOMN TRAFFIC

DELTA SIERRA JULIET | AM SEEMS (TO) BE A LARGE
AIRCRAFT BELOW FIVE THOUSAND

D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET WHAT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT
IS IT

DELTA SIERRA JULIET I CANNOT AFFIRM IT IS
FOUR BRIGHT IT SEEMS TO ME LIKE LANDING LIGHTS

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

MELBOURNE THIS (1S) DELTA SIERKA JULIET THE
AIRCRAFT HAS JUST PASSED OVER OVER ME AT LEAST
A THOUSAND FEET ABOVE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND IT IT IS A LARGE
AIRCRAFT CONFIRM

ER UNKNOWN DUE TO THE SPEED ITS TRAVELLING IS
THERE ANY AIRFORCE AIRCRAFT IN THE VICINITY

DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOAMN AIRCRAFT IN THE
VICINITY
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MELBOURNE ITS APPROACHING NOW FROM DUE EAST *
TOWARDS ME

DELTA SIERRA JULIET
// open microphone for two seconds //

DELTA SIERRA JULIET IT SEEMS TO ME THAT HES
PLAYING SOME SORT OF GAMVE HES FLYING OVER VE = >
T™WO THREE TIMES AT A TIME AT SPEEDS | COULD

NOT IDENTIFY

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT IS YOUR ACTUAL
LEVEL

MY LEVEL IS FOUR AND A HALF THOUSAND FOUR FIVE
ZERO ZERO

DELTA SIERRA JULIET AND CONFIRM YOU CANNOT
IDENTIFY THE AIRCRAFT

AFFIRMATIVE -
DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER STANDBY

MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET ITS NOT AN AIRCRAFT
IT IS // open microphone for two seconds //

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE CAN YOU DESCRIBE
THE ER AIRCRAFT

DELTA SIERRA JULIET AS ITS FLYING PAST ITS A

I/DNG SHAPE // open microphone for three seconds //
(CANNOT) IDENTIFY MORE THAN (THAT IT HAS SUCH
SPEED) // open microphone for 3 seconds //

BEFORE ME RIGHT NOW MELBOURNE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND HOW LARGE WOULD
THE ER OBJECT BE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE IT SEEKS LIKE

ITS STATIONARY. WHAT IM DOING RIGHT NOW IS ORBITING
AND THE THING IS JUST ORBITING ON TOP OF ME ALSO
ITS GOT A GREEN LIGHT AND SORT OF METALLIC (LIKE)
ITS ALL SHINY (ON) THE OUTSIDE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5
seconds // ITS JUST VANISHED

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

MELBOURNE WOULD YOU KNOW WHAT KIND OF AIRCRAFT
IVE GOT IS IT (A TYPE) MILITARY AIRCRAFT

3A
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DELTA SIERRA JULIET CONFIRM THE ER AIRCRAFT
JUST VANISHED

SAY AGAIN

DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS THE AIRCRAFT STILL WITH

YOU

DELTA SIERRA JULIET (ITS AH NOR) // open

microphone 2 seconds // (NOW) APPROACHING HROM

THE SOUTHWEST
DELTA SIERRA JULIET

DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE ENGINE IS 1S ROUGH
IDLING IVE GOT IT SET AT TWENTY THREE TWENTY
FOUR AND THE THING IS (COUGHING)

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT ARE YOUR
INTENTIONS

MY INTENTIONS ARE AH TO GO TO KING ISLAND AH
MELBOURNE THAT STRANGE AIRCRAFT IS HOVERING
ON TOP OF ME AGAIN // two second open
microphone // 1T IS HOVERING AND ITS NOT AN
AIRCRAFT

DELTA SIEHHA JULIET

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE // 1? seconds
open microphone //

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE
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6. RELEVANT EVENTS

Degroa of mju)

The pilot obtained a Class Four instrument rating on 11 May 1978 and he was therefore authorised

to operate at night in visual meteorological conditions (VMC).

On the afternoon of 21 October 1978 he attended

the Moorabbin Briefing Office, obtained a meteorological briefing and, at 1723 hours, submitted a flight p an

for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to King Island and return.

The cruising altitude nominated in the flight

plan was below 5000 feet, with estimated time intervals of 41 minutes to Cape Otway and 28 minutes from

Cape Otway to King Island. The total fuel endurance was shown as 300 minutes.
ments for aerodrome lighting to be illuminated for his arrival at King Island.

The pilot made no arrange-
He advised the briefing officer

and the operator's representative that he was uplifting friends at King Island and took four life jackets in the

aircraft with him.

The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours and departed Moorabbin at 1819 hours.
departure the pilot established two-way radio communications with Melbourne Flight Service Unit (FSU).

After

The pilot reported Cape Otway at 1900 hours and the next transmission received from the aircraft

was at 1906:14 hours.

from this time: (Note: The word/words in brackets are open to other interpretations.)

TIME FROM TEXT

The following communications between the aircraft and Melbourne FSU were recorded

1906:14 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this is DELTA SIERRA JULIET is there any known

traffic below five thousand

23 ESuU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known traffic

26 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET | am seems (to) be a large aircraft below

five thousand



6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont’d) V

TIME FROM TEXT
146 FSuU D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET what type of aircraft is it
:50 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET I cannot affirm it is four bright it seems to me like
landing lights
1907:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
132 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this (is) DELTA SIERRA JULIET the aircraft has just passed over

over me at least a thousand feet above

43 FSuU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and it it is a large aircraft confirm
A7 vh-dsj er unknown due to the speed it's travelling is there any airforce aircraft in the
vicinity
57 FSuU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known aircraft in the vicinity
1908:18 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE it's approaching now from due east towards me
128 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
42 // open microphone for two seconds //
149 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET it seems to me that he's playing some sort of game he's

flying over me two three times at a time at speeds | could not identify

1909:02 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what is your actual level
:06 VH-DSJ my level is four and a half thousand four five zero zero
11 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET and confirm you cannot identify the aircraft
114 VH-DSJ affirmative
:18 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger standby
128 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET it's not an aircraft it is // open microphone

for two seconds //
46 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE can you describe the er aircraft
1909:52 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET as it's flying past it's a long shape // open microphone
for three seconds // (cannot) identify more than (that it has such speed) // open
microphone for 3 seconds // before me right now Melbourne
1910:07 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and how large would the er object be
:20 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE it seems like it's stationary what I'm

doing right now is orbiting and the thing is just orbiting on top of me also it's got
a green light and sort of metallic (like) it's all shiny (on) the outside

143 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
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6, RELEVANT EVENTS (cont’d)

TIME
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DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5 seconds // it's just vanished
DELTA SIERRA JULIET

MELBOURNE would you know what kind of aircraft I've got is it (a type) military
aircraft

DELTA SIERRA JULIET confirm the er aircraft just vanished
SAY AGAIN
DELTA SIERRA JULIET is the aircraft still with you

DELTA SIERRA JULIET (it's ah nor) // open microphone 2 seconds // (now)
approaching from the southwest

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

DELTA SIERRA JULIET the engine is is rough idling I've got it set at twenty three
twenty four and the thing is (coughing)

DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what are your intentions

my intentions are ah to go to King Island ah Melbourne that strange aircraft is
hovering on top of me again // two seconds open microphone // it is hovering and
it's not an aircraft

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE // 17 seconds open microphone //

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE

There is no record of any further transmissions from the aircraft.

The weather in the Cape Otway area was clear with a trace of stratocumulus cloud at 5000 to 7000

feet, scattered cirrus cloud at 30000 feet, excellent visibility and light winds. The end of daylight at
Cape Otway was at 1918 hours.

The Alert Phase of SAR procedures was declared at 1912 hours and, at 1933 hours when the aircraft

did not arrive at King Island, the Distress Phase was declared and search action was commenced. An
sea and land search was continued until 25 October 1978, but no trace of the aircraft was found.

intensive air,

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE

publicot'pn

The reason for the disappearance of the aircraft has not been determined.

Dot*

(A. ft. Woodward)

Dalagata of tht Sacralory

27.4.1982



V COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

BUREAU OF AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATION

ax,

TELEPHONE: (062) 68 4111
TELEX. 62221

nseplyquote M1 16/783/1047 (2) POSTAL ADDRESS: G.P.O. BOX 367

DA2525

CANBERRA ACT. 2601

Mr Francis Farvis
149 Condamine Street
BALGOWLAH NSW 2093

Dear Sir

| refer to your letter of 23 January 1988 concerning the disappearance
of VH-DSJ in October 1978. | regret the delay in reply which has been
due to the need to obtain the files from archives.

Enclosed is a copy of the Summary Report which will answer many of your
questions. As.far as this Bureau is aware no trace of the aircraft has
been found so far.

Yours faithfully

A

J C HOPKINS
for Director

7 March 1988



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS

5(\ET

With Compliments

Wj ¢ t-S<S\

Australia

1766-1968
CPO Box 594 Canberra ACT 2601 Telephone: (062) 687111 Telex: 62018
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Mr. A.T.Brunt
4 Hyland Tee
Rosslyn Park
* s A 5072
3rd August 1982

Department of Transport,

Aircraft Accident Investination

Your reference VI116/783/1047 concerning the disappearance
of Aircraft VH-DSJ over Bass Strait on 21/10/78.

My field of expertise is in the Meteorological area but
I have had some experience in the investigation of what are reported
as U.F.O. sightings. Hence ny interest in this incident.

| know that the meteorological situation would have been
routinely covered in the original acciaent investigation but | decided
to reassess the situation with a view to checking on its suitability
for meteorological optics, e.g. the bending of light rays.

I found as follows:-
mSynoptic Situation 6 p.m. E.S.T. 21/10/78

There was a large high pressure area (central pressure
approximately 1027 mbs) elongated N/S just off the N.S.W coast. There
was a pronounced ridge of high pressure extending westwards from this
through Victoria and the northern half of Bass Strait, reaching as far
west as Adelaide and Ceduna.

Consistent with the location of this ridge, Laverton
radiosonde flight at 9 p.ni. 21/10/78 (the nearest available flight)
showed a moderate subsidence inversion of 3 degrees C from approximately
7000ft to approx. 8000ft (see attached copy of temperature trace).
This could have caused some bending of light rays such that any light
source viewed through the inversion would be visible for a longer
period than normal.

_ Flying conditions appeared to have been quite good with
light winds, little cloud, excellent visibility and smooth seas.

The reported weather conditions, based on transmitted
data and not on the original records, were as follows

Location Time (EST) Wind Cloud Vis. Sea Conditions
Cape Otway 6 p.m. Calm 1/8Ci 17 good smooth
Cape Otway 9 p.m. N 10k 2/8 12 good
) ) unspec.
Currie,King Is. 6 p.m. N\W 2k 2/8 Ci 15 Excell.
Currie,King Is. 9 p.m. N Ik  Nil n Excell. -
The moon was not due to rise till about 11 p.m. on

21/10/78, so this would not have been a factor in any error in
identification.

There have been cases where pilots have taken evasive
action because of unidentified lights approaching on what appeared to
he a collision course. The attached photo-copy of the Army Helicopter
Incident, extracted from "U.F.O's Explained" by Philip J.Klass |,
provides a good example. Although it did not result in an aircraft
accident, it had the potential for one as the crew's evasive action

brought the helicopter to within *00ft of the ground. Also, it involved
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the sighting of a fireball-meteor for a period much less than the
ips Strait example. Nevertheless, it is similar in many ways, e.g. the
gallic look which agrees with the "grey metallic structure” seen by
-Je helicopter crew; also, the apparent hovering overhead.

Although the time spans are different, examination of
the text of the communications between the aircraft and Melbourne FSU
shows that the alleged U.F.O. was not visible continuously. It seems
that there were three appearances :-

(i) from about 1906 to 1907.30, then it "passed overhead".

(i1) from about 1908.30 to 1910.30, then the pilot reported that "it

just vanished".

(iii) from 1912 onwards.

This type of sighting is consistent with a multiple
meteor observation or a "meteor shower" with, not just one, but several
phenomena in procession. The astronomical literature includes many of
these cases.

There are also cases of meteors moving relatively slowly
and being visible for minutes rather than seconds. For example:-

(1) From "Remarkable Meteor” in English Mechanic 1668.

"A remarkable meteor was seen at the Radcliff Observatory at
9.50 p.m........... The time it was visible must have been nearly
four minutes"

(ii) "The Remarkable Meteors of February 9, 1913" by W.F.Denning in
Nature. "Mr W.W.Waddell, first mate of the S.S. Newlands saw a
brilliant stream of meteors passing from NW TO SE during a period
of six minutes.’

(i11) "The Meteoric Procession of February 9,1913" by W.H.Pickering in
Popular Astronomy. "It consisted of a procession of fireballs
and meteors all, moving very slowly in practically the same path
across the sky."

(iv) "The Lazy Meteor of April?, 193V by J.H.Pruett in Popular
Astronomy. "The writer observed this meteor from Eugene. Its

slowness bewildered him -— Many reported that the meteor was
in sight fully a minute.”
(v) "Unusual Aerial Phenomena"” by J.A.Hynek in Optical Society of

America, Journal 1933* "on one night several airmen independently
observed a light approach at a very slow speed, come to a halt
nearly overhead and then reverse direction.......... On 2 other nights,
three other lights appeared in other sections of the sky, of
similar appearance but manouvering more rapidly. They were
observed for some 10 minutes by 9 airmen, including a control
tower operator.. "

) ) The point of quotln? these examples is to show
thﬁt sightings of 1™ or 2 minutes (or even longer) duration are not
unknown.

From the evidence available, | am unable to
rule out the possibility that the pilot of VH-DSJ was frightened by the
appearance of one or more meteors and,fearing a collision, took evasive
action or, being seriously distracted by the frightening phenomena,
flew into the sea. The smooth sea surface would have been consistent
with this, as a glassy surface at dusk provides no visual aid for height
determination.

The main objection to this theory is that there
were apparently no supporting witnesses who saw the astronomical
phenomena. Yet evidence from many parts of the world shows that very few
people are watching the skies at any one time and that major meteors
have occurred without any reports from ground observers. (See postscript
on page ifll of the photo-copied article on the Army Helicopter” Incident).



When ray job involved watching the skies, as a meteorologist on night
~ahift, | calculated that | was really looking at the skies for only
about 1% of the time. On this basis, | could have easily missed
phenomena of a few minutes duration. 1 am of the opinion that 99.9%
of the population would have been inside watching TV at 7 p.m, and
it would be quite possible for there to be no supporting witnesses
of a meteor or meteor shower, even one of a few minutes duration.

The only suggestion | can make is for a check with
the astronomical people at one of the Melbourne Universities, or at
Mt Stromlo, to see if they had any observations of unusual
astronomical phenomena at that time.

(A.T.Brunt)

Formerly Regional Director,
Bureau of Meteorology,
South Australia.



Extract from "UFOs Explained"

by Philip J.Klass

Vintage, Books - A division of Random
House, W w York.

29 « Army Helicopter Incident:
Best Case of 1973

The four-man crew of an Army helicopter, flying near
Mansfield, Ohio, on the night of October !8, 1973, had
a frightening encounter with a brightly glowing object
moving at very high speed that seemed to threaten a
mid-air collision, Ilie incident, which occurred during
the height of the UFO flap in Ohio, involved a Bell
Helicopter Corporation UH-1H, operated by an Army
Reserve crew that was returning to Cleveland from
Columbus. The weather was clear, the helicopter was
cruising at a speed of ninety knots (103 mph) on a
heading of 30 degrees (northeast) at a barometric
altitude of 2,500 feet. (This figure and other altitude
figures are relative to mean sea level unless otherwise
indicated, rather than indicating actual helicopter height
above the terrain.) The pilot was Captain Lawrence
Coyne, commanding officer of the Army Reserve’s
316th medical detachment, based in Cleveland. Coyne
described the incident when he appeared on the ABC
Network's “Dick Cavett Show” on November 2, 1973.
He supplied additional details when 1 talked with him
later by telephone on several occasions.

It was several minutes past 11 p.m . local time when
the crew chief spotted a bright red light to the cast and
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called it to Coyne’s attention, suggesting that it might
be an rAjruction-warning light atop a TV antenna
tower, iy pilot told him to keep an eye on the light.
The light seemed to maintain a constant bearing angle,
which prompted the crew chief to conclude that it was
Hying a course parallel to the helicopter and “was pac-
ing us,” Coyne said. But soon the red light seemed to
get larger and brighter, causing the crew chief to warn
the pilot that the object seemed to be *“converging on us
on n collision course.” Coyne said, “1 looked to my
right, through the right window, and | observed the
light coming at a very fast speed, in excess of six hun-
dred knots” (684 mph). The helicopter was not far
from the Mansfield airport, where Coyne knew an Air
National Guard detachment of F-100 jet fighters was
based. Although aircraft are not supposed to fly at such
high speed at low altitude, Coyne said he called the
Mansfield control tower to ask if one of the F-100 jet
fighters was approaching for a landing, but he received
no reply.

The glowing red object was continuing to close to-
ward the helicopter, and so Coyne decided to descend
rapidly to avoid a possible mid-air collision. First he
reduced the helicopter rotor’s “collective pitch,” which
decreases lift, causing the helicopter to descend at a
rate which Coyne told me was 1,000 feet per minute.
When the object still seemed headed for the helicopter,
the pilot also changed the rotor blades’ “cyclic pitch,”
which put the aircraft into “about a twenty-degree angle
of dive.” This, he explained to me, increased the rate of
descent to approximately 2,000 feet per minute. When
Coyne last observed his barometric altimeter, he said,
it read 1,700 feet, yet the glowing red object seemed
still to be headed directly toward the helicopter, and so
the pilot told the crew to “brace for impact.”
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It must certainly have been a moment of terror for
the creum”othing is more frightening to an aircraft
crew thejr .he prospect of a mid-air collision, especially
at night with an unknown craft whose crew shows no
sign of taking evasive action to try to avoid the catas-
trophe. But there was no impact. Instead, as Coyne
described events to Cavett, uWe looked up and there
was this object, right over us. Stopped! The best way |
can describe the object is it was approximately fifty to
sixty feet long, was about as big as our aircraft.'The
leading Ifront] edge of the craft was a bright-red light.
The trailing edge had a green light, and you could de-
lineate where the light stopped and the gray metallic
structure [began]. You could sec because there were

reflections of the red and green off the structure itself.
It the trailing light on the aft end of the craft—swung

about ninety degrees and came [shown down] on the
Ihelric:opter .. . and flooded the cockpit with a green
ight.”

“And this only existed two or three seconds,” Coyne
continued, “because we all saw the craft hovering over
us, but it moved out of my field of vision and the co-
pilot and flight medic [John Healey] still had visual con-
tact with the craft.” Coyne later estimated that the
object had been only five hundred feet above the heli-
copter. As the co-pilot and flight medic on the left side
of the helicopter watched, the glowing object headed
west over the Mansfield airport, then appeared to turn
northwest, with the green light turning to white. Then
the object appeared to make a climbing turn and disap-
peared.

When Coyne next looked at his cockpit instruments,
he said he was shocked to find that the barometric al-
timeter showed the helicopter to be at 3,500 feet and
climbing at a rate of 1,000 feet per minute. As he ex-
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plained on the Cavett show, “We were supposed to he
going <ffcn, hut we were going up!” When Cavett
asked, were being sucked, or drawn, or mag-
netized, or what?” Coyne replied, “I really don’t know.
It was just a matter of seconds we were at 1,700 feet
and then we were [at] 3,500 feet, climbing a thousand
feet per minute, with no power—I1 mean the collective
[pitch] was down and | was in a shallow dive.” Another
curious aspect of the UFO encounter, Coyne explained,
was that the crew had "felt the G-forccs [gravity forces]
as we began descending, but we had no leeling of Our
climbing a thousand feet a minute until | observed the
altimeter.” (The forces to which Coyne referred are
those familiar to airline passengers during a rapid climb
or descent, or during turbulent air conditions.) Coyne
was equally mystified by the fact that although the ob-
ject had seemed to pass within five hundred feet of the
small aircraft, “there was no turbulence, no vortex.
There was no engine sound!”

Still another mysterious effect occurred when the co-
pilot tried to make radio contact with the control towers
at the Cleveland, Columbus, AkrOn-Canton and Mans-
field airports to report the incident. Coyne said the co-
pilot was rapidly changing frequencies in an effort to
reach one of the control towers, but for several minutes
after the UFO had passed over, no radio contact was
established. Coyne said, “We were going through the
radio panel [tuning] quite fast, and when you change
frequencies you do hear the channeling tone, and the
radio was functioning [in this respect] except that when
you keyed the mike [pushed button to switch radio from
reccive-mode to transmit-mode], there was no keying
sound, even though we transmitted.” Cavett asked, “And
that equipment was out of commission then?” Coyne
replied, “No, the equipment was functioning, but we
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just couldn’t transmit or receivef We finally got ahold of
A k r o n - approach [control] about six to seven
minutes *te, but the keying sound was back again/*
(There are a number of UFO cases in which it is re-
ported that the proximity of the UFO has caused a mal-
function or blackout of radio equipment.)

Coyne described his experience on the same TV show
in which Cavett interviewed Charles Hickson, one of
the two Pascagoula shipyard workers, but Hickson ap-
peared on a segment separate from Coyne. In some re-
spects, Coyne’s story seemed almost ns incredible as
Hickson’s account of his abduction. But there was a
very sharp contrast in the manner in which each man
described his alleged experience. Hickson was as calm
and casual in describing his abduction by two strange-
looking space creatures as if he had been telling of a
trip to a local drugstore, while Coyne’s manner revealed
that he was very distressed and puzzled by what he
described. If I had grave doubts about Hickson’s story,
1 was very much inclined to believe that Coyne and his
crew had actually experienced the chilling encounter
he described.

Captain Coyne and his crew, unlike the two Pasca-
goula shipyard workers, had not debated for several
hours as to whether to report the incident for fear their
story might not be believed. Shortly after Coyne landed
at the Geveland airport, he had reported the incident
to Federal Aviation Administration officials there—as
| subsequently confirmed in an interview with one of
them. The report which the FAA tower supervisor
wrote for his superior, after talking with Coyne, said
that the pilot “sounded emotionally shaken. . . .” And
the following day, Coyne had called an officer in the
Air National Guard at the Mansfield airport to deter-
mine if one of the F-100 jet fighters based there might
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have been the source for the incident. Coyne said the
officer him that all the jet aircraft had landed by
10:47 w-!. the previous night—more than fifteen min-
utes before the helicopter’s UFO encounter.

| first learned of the Mansfield case on November 1
when | visited New York City to tape a TV show on
UFOs for David Susskind. One of the other panelists
was John Healey, the flight medic on the Army heli-
copter involved in the UFO incident. Healey’s regular
job is that of a detective with the Cleveland police de-
partment. When i learned from him that the pilot would
appear on the Cavctt show the next night, | made it a
point to watch and to tape-record his account. As |
studied the transcript of my tape recording, my attention
began to focus on the possibility that the UFO might
have been a bright meteor-fireball. If the glowing red
object had indeed been a fireball, this would not explain
why jhc helicopter apparently had ascended from 1,700
feet to 3,500 feet without any conscious action by the
pilot, nor the apparent brief outage of the helicopter
radio equipment. But my experience with several pre-
vious UFO cases, and especially the RB-47 incident

(Chapter 19-20) had taught me that seemingly myste-
rious things that are reported to have occurred during

a UFO sighting, with its attendant excitement, are not
always directly related.

Captain Coyne and his crew had estimated that the
UFO had passed only five hundred feet above the heli-
copter. But recall the “UFO squadron” sighted by three
experienced flight crews flying near St. Louis on June 5,
1969 (Chapter 5). The American Airlines cockpit ob-
servers had also thought that the UFOs posed a collision
threat, and that it had come within a few hundred feet
of their jetliner—in broad daylight. But in fact the fire-
ball was 125 miles to the north. If an experienced air-
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liner flight crew could make an error of 125 miles in
broad d'vht in estimating the distance to a fireball,
then thc™” vy helicopter crew, at night, might also be
seriously  error in their estimate that the object had
come within five hundred feet. If the object was a me-
teor, and if in reality it was at a considerably higher
altitude, this could explain why there had been “no
turbulence, no vortex ... no engine sound.”

Without an accurate fix on the distance to the object,
the crew’s estimate that the object was fifty to sixty feet
long could be grossly in error, for it is basically impos-
sible for the human brain to accurately estimate the size
of an unfamiliar object in the sky, especially at night,
unless its distance is known at least approximately
(UFOlogical Principle #5). As the photograph of the
“lowa Fireball” taken by the Peoria newspaper pho-
tographer (Plate 3b) shows, a fireball has a long lumi-
nous tail of glowing ionized air and gases. It is impos-
sible to estimate its length, eveu from the picture,
because the distance to the fireball is unknown.

The Army helicopter crew might honestly think that
they could make out a “gray metallic structure.” But re-
call the multiple observers in Tennessee on the night of
March 3, 1968, watching the flaming debris from a
Zond-4 rocket enter the atmosphere, who thought they
could make out a fuselage that “was constructed of
many pieces of flat sheets of metal-like material with a
‘riveted-together look.”” One could not exclude the
possibility that the helicopter crew, like the Zond-4 ob-
servers and so many other UFO observers, were un-
witting victims of spurious details supplied by their
brains—adetails which had not actually been observed by
their eyes.

My initial investigation included an attempt to de-
termine if there had been any other pilot reports of a
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UFO or fireball sighting on October 18, around 11 p.m .,
that mi®**have been submitted to FAA control towers
in the 1V ity of Mansfield. With the assistance of Den-
nis FeluT.an, assistant director of the FAA public affairs
office in Washington, arrangements were made for me
to interview tower officials at several airports. From
Donald Jones, an FAA supervisor in the Columbus air-
port tower, | heard a firsthand account that demon-
strates the extreme difficulty of accurately estimating the
distance to a fireball, even for an observer on the
ground. Several years earlier, Jones told me, when he
had been a tower controller at the Peoria airport, at
around 3 a.m . the interior of the glass-enclosed tower
cab had suddenly been illuminated with an intense green
glow. When Jones turned toward the source of the il-
lumination, be said he saw a bright fireball that was
moving from west to east. The fireball seemed to be
so close, Jones told me, that he thought it was in the
airport traffic pattern. The fireball seemed to be turning
and descending, and he was sure it was going to impact
in the outskirts of Peoria, near a brewery.

A few moments later, Jones said, he learned he had
erred by something more than fifty miles in his estimate.
A pilot flying fifty miles east of Peoria radioed in to
say that the fireball had just flashed past his aircraft,
and was still headed east. The pilot reported that he
had expected a mid-air collision and had taken evasive
action, Jones told me. Returning to the Mansfield inci-
dent, Jones had talked to the watch-supervisor who had
been on duty in Columbus the night of October 18, and
he told me that there were no pilot reports nor had any
of the tower operators spotted anything resembling the
Mansfield UFO. When the Cleveland tower checked its
records, it found nothing other than the Coyne report.
The tower supervisor at the Mansfield airport, Robert
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Bohnlein, who had been on duty that night, had seen
nothing and said he did not even recall the
Arnty h<«P tcr incident, which had occurred nearly a
month piK.-' to our conversation.

Recalling that the Volunteer Flight Officer Network
(VFON), discussed in Chapter 6, sometimes gets me-
teor-sighting reports as well as those involving reenter-
ing satellilics and space debris, | called Herb Roth,
VFON director, in Denver. After checking his records,
he said there were none whose date and time corre-
sponded to the Mansfield incident. But Roth suggested
that | call Dr. David D. Meisel, director of the Ameri-
can Meteor Society, in Gcneseo, New York, whose
members collect and submit meteor-sighting reports. Al-
though Meisel had no reports that corresponded to the
time and date of the Mansfield incident, he expressed
interest in obtaining some details on the Ohio encounter.

Meisel explained that a major meteor shower, the
Orionids, occurs every October. The peak activityjjsu-
ally occurs on the nights of October 21 and 22, but he
emphasized that “there Is considerable activity for a
week before and after those dates.” This would encom-
pass the date of the Mansfield incident. He told me that
the Orionid meteors always come from the east, an
asked the origin of the UFO. 1 told him it had come
from the same direction—east. Then he asked the
specific time of the Mansfield UFO encounter, and |
told him it was a few minutes past 11 p m. That was
interesting. Meisel said, because the Orionid meteor
shower usually begins between 11 p.m. and midnight.
Then he asked if there had been any predominant color.
| told him that the leading edge was an intense red
*hich is characteristic of the extremely hot ionized air
produced by any object entering the atmosphere at very
high speed—but that the crew had said the helicopter
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cockpit was flooded with green light* Dr. Meisel re-
plied that the characteristic color of the Orionid me-
teors isjjfj-green.

Duri®our discussion, Dr. Meisel volunteered that
even experienced mcteorists are sometimes so startled
by the sight of a large fireball that they later have
trouble in agreeing on the direction from which the
meteor came and its trajectory. He said he had seen this
happen during an expedition to Florida to watch a
major meteor shower, despite the fact that all of the
observers had come expecting to see meteors. If the
crew of an Army helicopter, never expecting to see a
giant fireball, suddenly had spotted one that seemed
headed toward their craft on a collision course, surely
they could be expected later to have as much difficulty
as experienced mcteorists In accurately recalling what
had happened. If the Mansfield UFO was In reality a
large fireball, this could explain the crew’s recollection
that the object seemed to stop briefly and hover over
the helicopter for a couple of seconds. The long lumi-
nous tail of the fireball would be overhead for several
seconds, illuminating the helicopter canopy and cockpit
for this period. In trying to reconstruct what had hap-
pened, the crew would recall that the canopy and cock-
pit had been brightly illuminated for several seconds
and might logically deduce that the object must have
stopped and hovered for that time period.*

* Subsequently | discovered that the overhead portion of the
helicopter's transparent canopy is tinted green for protection
against intense sunlight This means that even a white luminous
tail of a fireball could have caused the green illumination inside
the cockpit.

* Dr. Meisel subsequently informed me that he had received
reports of five major fireball incidents that had occurred during
the October Orionids meteor shower between the fifteenth and
twenty-fifth of the month. But none of these coincided with
the October 18 incident near Mansfield.

*
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But what explanation is there for the pilot’s recollec- *
tion thaytfa before that it seemed that the UFO would
collide the helicopter, its barometric altitude was
1,700 feet and it was descending at 2,000 feet per min-
ute; yet shortly after the UFO had departed, the pilot
reported that the altimeter showed the aircraft to be at
3,500 feet and a separate vertical velocity indicator
showed it was climbing at 1,000 feet per minute? Ihis
was a real puzzler. I discussed the case with Dave
Brown, Washington bureau chief for Aviation Week A
Space Technology magazine, who is an experienced pilot
with some hours in helicopters. Brown suggested that
perhaps the pilot or co-pilot might unconsciously have
pulled back on the collective- and/or cyclic-pitch con-
trol (s) as he leaned back in his seat to view the lumi-
nous object overhead. Later, when I discussed this case
with Dan Tisdale of Bell Helicopter Corporation, he
agreed that Brown’s idea was a distinct possibility. Tis-
dale is a former Marine Corps helicopter pilot with
more than three thousand hours of flying time.

During another telephone conversation with Captain
Coyne, | asked him for his best estimate of how long
it had been after the glowing object passed overhead
before he had looked at the instrument panel and dis-
covered that the helicopter was climbing at 1,000 feet
per minute and was at 3,500 feet altitude. He replied,
“It I1s pretty hard to guess ... | would say maybe
thirty seconds, maybe thirty to forty seconds. Then
| asked him what his reactions had been at that point
—what had he done to stop this unwanted ascent?
Coyne replied, “I pulled the collective [pitch] up . . .
and put cyclic [pitch] back to neutral.” Coyne seemed
a bit hesitant in this response because I’'m sure that he
realized, as | did, that under those conditions the actions
he described would have increased the helicopters lift
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W rate-of-climb when In fact he was trying to reduce
both, jjfctx | asked him what happened next, Coyne
said after about twenty seconds the helicopter
stopped climbing, and later he had descended to his
previous 2,500-foot cruise altitude. If Coyne’s reactions
had been as he recalled them, the helicopter should have
continued to climb, for increasing collective-pitch would
increase, not decrease, the helicopter’s lift. (Since the
UFO had long since disappeared over the horizon, one
need not consider' any possible mystical effects that
would cause a helicopter to level out when its basic
aerodynamics call for it to climb.)

Suddenly the pieces of the puzzle began to fall into
place. It will be recalled that just before the glowing
object passed overhead, Coyne said that his instruments
showed a barometric altitude of 1,700 feet and that the
craft was descending at a rate of 2,000 feet per minute.
This 1,700 feet is with respect to sea level, but central
Ohio is not at sea level. An aeronautical chart for that
region shows that the nearby Mansfield airport is at an
elevation of nearly 1,300 feet above sea level. This
means that at the moment that Coyne last looked at his
instruments, his helicopter was only 400 feet above the
ground and at its descent rate, the craft would have
crashed against the ground within twelve seconds! For
the moment, the flight crew’s attention was focused on
the UFO, which was zooming toward the helicopter and
would continue on toward the west. But certainly the
flight crew’s subconscious must have been warning them
not to forget to pull back on the collective-pitch and/or
cyclic-pitch immediately, once the UFO collision threat
had passed, or the helicopter wftuld soon crash to the
ground.

Under these perilous conations, it would have been
instinctive for Coyne, or co-pilot Ariggo Jezzi, to have
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quickly pulled the craft out of its rapid descent to climb
back to ttiter altitude—even if this was done uncon-
sciously *ile the four-man crew was still in a state of
ncar-shock from the frightening encounter. Only if the
pilot and co-pilot knew this had been accomplished
would they dare to spend the next thirty to forty
seconds, by Coyne’s own estimate, watching the UFO
disappear to the west. My conclusion is that the flight
crew reacted precisely as it should have done at the
time, and hauled back on the collective-pitch and cy-
clic-pitch. Some time later, when Coyne looked at his
instruments and the panic of earlier moments had
passed, he was confused over the sequence of events
that were responsible for the helicopter’s climb and
higher altitude and, understandably, concluded that the
UFO had caused the effect.

There is solid physical evidence, or to be more pre-
cise, a lack of it, to support this explanation that the
helicopter was operating normally and that it had not
been “sucked” upward by some mysterious force at
extremely high speed. The day after the incident, Coyne
had the helicopter and its rotor blades carefully exam-
ined by five mechanics and a certified Federal Aviation
Administration inspector to determine if there had
been any structural damage. A special instrument was
used to detect any strains that might not be visible to
the eye. The inspection showed that there was no evi-
dence of structural damage which would have occurred
if the helicopter had been “sucked” upward at ex-
tremely high velocity.

If this change from a 2,000-foot-per-minute descent
to a 1,000-foot-per-minute climb was due to the un-
conscious reaction of the flight crew to avoid ground
impact, then the whole incident must have consumed
a somewhat longer time than the crew later estimated.



408 UFO'S EXPLAINED

For example, if the helicopter’s descent had been con-
vene”foto a 1,000-foot-per-minute climb in only ten
secor”; then it would have required nearly two min-
utes for the craft to have reached a 3,500-foot altitude
—where Coyne first studied bis cockpit instruments
after the UFO had passed. This would be four times
the thirty seconds that Coyne had estimated. Similarly,
where Coyne estimated that his original descent from
2,500 feet to 1,700 feet occupied about ten seconds,
Tisdale’s calculations show that the helicopter would
require about thirty seconds for this maneuver. Thus
there appears to have been a three-fold or four-fold
“distortion of time” in the recollection by the crew of
events that transpired during those hectic moments—
a distortion of time caused simply by the difficulty of
recalling the time-duration of unexpected and frighten-
ing events.

But what explanation is there for the radio commu-
nications difficulties reported by the helicopter crew in
the wake of the incident? The most basic one is that
the helicopter was approximately fifty to sixty miles
away from the airports at Cleveland, Columbus and
Akron at the time of the incident. At the helicopter’s
relatively low altitude it Wes simply below and beyond
the effective range of those airport radio facilities. To
check this, | asked Coyne to run a test the next time
he flew near Mansfield, by trying to contact the Cleve-
land, Columbus and Akron-Canton airport towers from
the same altitude at which the helicopter was flying at
the time of the UFO incident. Coyne later made such
a test, and he reported back to me that he was not
able to make contact with any one of these three air-
ports—simply because he was beyond the range of their
radio coverage at this relatively low altitude. He was,

*f
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however, able to make contact during the test with the
nearby field tower.

Thus W mysterious behavior of the radio on the
night of the UFO incident really boils down to why
the Mansfield tower had not responded. Every experi-
enced pilot will confirm that there have been instances
when his radio call to an airport tower has failed to
elicit a reply. Perhaps the controllers arc busy talking
to other aircraft at the moment and they know that if
another pilot fails to get a reply he will call in again.
During the late shift the Mansfield tower usually has
two controllers on duty, but occasionally it has only
one. Another possible explanation, if an aircraft is
maneuvering at the time it calls the tower, is that its
fuselage may be shielding its own antenna in the direc-
tion of the tower. Perhaps the microphone button itself
occasionally fails to function properly.* The point is
that there are numerous instances every day through-
out the country when a pilot’s call to a tower fails to
bring back a reply.

Coyne’s description of how the co-pilot was rapidly
tuning the helicopter radio in a desperate effort to
make radio contact suggests still another possible ex-
planation. The helicopter was equipped with a Model
807A very-high-frequency (VHF) radio, built by Wil-
cox Electric Company, whom | called to learn more
about the equipment. Engineer Robert Piper explained
to me that in changing frequencies, the radio set may
require up to five seconds—under certain conditions—

e Malfunctions of the microphone on-off button are suf-
ficiently commonplace that the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion has proposed that a warning light he installed in the cock-
pit to alert the flight crew to a malfunction that results in the
radio transmitter being turned on without the pilot’'s knowledge,
thereby causing interference to other aircraft.
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to settle down on the newly selected channel. Thus it
Is conceivable that the co-pilot, in his anxiety to make
radic*Ontact, did not allow sufficient time for thr »»
dio tuning mechanism to settle down to the Mansiield
tower frequency.

It is interesting to speculate on what might have
happened if the flight crew had failed to act promptly
and instinctively to pull the helicopter out of its rapid
descent after the collision threat had passed, and if the
craft had crashed as a result, killing all on board. A
team of experienced Army investigators would have
been dispatched to the scene to sift through the debris
to try to explain why the helicopter—under full power,
during perfectly clear weather conditions—had flown
into the ground Unable to find an apparent cause, the
Army might have issued a public request for possible
witnesses to the accident. Coyne told me that following
his appearance on the Cavett program, he had received
a telephone call from a man living near Gabon, Ohio,
who had reported seeing the incident. (My subsequent
attempts to locate this witness have proved fruitless.)
If this witness had responded to the Army request, and
had described the seeming near-collision of a bright
glowing object and the helicopter, at a time when
Ohio was experiencing a rash of UFO reports, it would
undoubtedly have resulted in another “Mantell-type”
incident, with black newspaper headlines reading:
“UFO Knocks Down Army Helicopter.”

This would have caused understandable concern
among the nation's civil and military pilots, who would
henceforth keep their eyes peeled for UFOs. And for
weeks or months there would be numerous reports from
pilots of misidentified meteor-fireballs and weather bal-
loons—all reported as UFOs. This would have gener-
ated pressures for still another Congressional hearing,
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and for another government-funded UFO investiga-
tion, etc.j*ntemplating this likely aftermath, we should
all he grrrefill for the instinctive, if unconscious, reac-
tions of pilot Coyne or co-pilot Jezzi in pulling their
helicopter out of its steep descent barely four hundred
feet above the ground.

Now that the Mansfield incident has been selected as
the best UFO case of 1973 by the National Enquirer's
panel of experts, and the four-man crew is $5,0(X)
richer as well as being internationally famous UFO
celebrities, it will not be easy for them to accept the
explanation that the UFO was merely a bright fireball,
that the seemingly mysterious behavior of Ihe helicop-
ter was due to the unconscious, instinctive reactions of
well-trained pilots, and that the seemingly curious be-
havior of the radio was due to quite normal causes.

1976 Postscript: Dr. Hynek rejects the idea that the glowing
object could have been a meteor/fireball on the grounds that
Mt would have been seen over several states and undoubtedly
reported by a great many people.” This ignores the fact that the
incident occurred around 11 P.M., over a thinly populated area,
when there would be few potential observers.

Hynek’s hypothesis is disproved by an incident that occurred
approximately two hundred miles east of Mansfield two night9
after the helicopter incident. A United Air Lines jetliner crew,
flying south of Pittsburgh, reported seeing a bright fireball at
approximately 9 p.m .—two hours earlier than the Mansfield
incident. At this earlier hour there would have been more po-
tential observers outside. Yet no other pilot reports were re-
ceived and the American Meteor Society received no reports

from ground observers.
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Lights of another aircraft.

His own aircraft position lights (wing tip).
Reflections on the windscreen of lights iIn his aircraft.
Planets/bright stars.

Lighthouses.

Reflections on clouds of light-house beams or other lights.
Searchlights from ships or aircraft.

Gunfire or flares or other pyrotechnics.

Lights on ships.

Lights on shore (mainland or island).

Radio sonde lights.

Aurora Australis.

Meteor shower.

Birds.

Moths.

Con-trails.

Met. balloons.

St. EImo"s Fife (static on windscreen).
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HouiA clIVIIIMUTE
12 MAY 1982
Ref M116/783/1047(2) K~tA- =

tr

DISAPPEARANCE OF CESSNA 182 AIRCRAFT VH-DSJ

You will recall the "Valentich"™ case which occurred on
21 October 1978

- 1t continues to be raised by the media and UFO
enthusiasts

- from time to time the Minister and the Department
receive requests for information

: we have said in reply on several occasions
that we expect to produce a summary report
when our i1nvestigation is completed.

A missing aircraft iIs an accident by Annex 13 and ANR 270
definition

- our investigation was along the lines followed iIn a
more normal missing aircraft occurrence

: UFO aspects are of course a matter for the RAAF

- it follows that any report issued in respect of our
investigation should follow our normal practices

: and copies made available to parties with a
bona fide iInterest.

A Summary Report has now been prepared and approved in
respect of this occurrence

- it 1s simply a statement of fact

- an unedited transcript of communications is included
because of the unusual circumstances

: the transcript was, 1In this case, released to
the media shortly after the aircraft disappeared

D.0.T.19B3

cCva
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- copies of the Summary Report are about to be provided
to the aircraft owner, operator, Tfather of the
missing pilot and the Coroner

and to those other parties who have made enquiries
and who have a more or less bona fide iInterest.

Copies of reports of this type are not normally made available
to the media or other parties not having, in our view, a
bona fide iInterest

- but the contents of such reports are not considered
confidential and are likely to become public knowledge
when released to the parties mentioned above.

A copy of the Summary Report covering this occurrence is
attached for your information

- 1t is brought to your attention at this time because
of the likelihood of media enquiries when it becomes
known that such a report exists.

* (A_.R. Woodward)
A/g Assistant Secretary
7.5.82 (Air Safety Investigation)
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT
PublicaliM «( *1* report t* outboM.ad by Hi* Sacralary unj.r tti. (nerlalam a* Air NnrtQgt'O" il)
i, 1iaa iiun Miytuw iiEnvec
Haight a.m.a.l. Data Tima (Local) Zona
Not known 21.10.78 Not known EST
2. THE AIRCRAFT
Uaka and Morlal R« lii(rati«n cartificota of Aiiwotihiflati
Cessna 182L VH-DSJ Valid from 14 February 1968

CaraNcol* at Axgiiuotiofl inuad to Op*trt« Dtgnt of domoga to aircraft

Cephus Day, SAS Southern Air Services, Not known

33 Reserve Road, Northern AVenUe, Othor piopoify domogad
Dofoct* diwcovorod

3. THE FLIGHT
Last or mtandod daporturo point Tifita of daparlirta Naat paint of intandad landing Purpota of flight Cla»t of operation
Moorabbin 1819 hours King Island Travel Private

4. THE CREW

Noma Statu* Ago Clata of licanca Hour A on typo Total houri Dagroa of injury
Pil 20 Private Not 150 Presumed Fatal
i ilot
Frederick VALENTI CH Known (Approx.)
Homo Statu* Dogroo of injury Hama Status Dograa of injury

relevant events

The pilot obtained a Class Four instrument rating on 11 May 1978 and he was therefore authorised
to operate at night in visual meteorological conditions (VMC). On the afternoon of 21 October 1978 he attended
the Moorabbin Briefing Office, obtained a meteorological briefing and, at 1723 hours, submitted a flight plan
for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to King Island and return. The cruising altitude nominated in the flight
plan was below 5000 feet, with estimated time intervals of 41 minutes to Cape Otway and 28 minutes from
Cape Otway to King Island. The total fuel endurance was shown as 300 minutes. The pilot made no arrange-
ments for aerodrome lighting to be illuminated for his arrival at King Island. He advised the briefing officer
and the operator's representative that he was uplifting friends at King Island and took four life jackets in the
aircraft with him.

The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours and departed Moorabbin at 1819 hours. After
departure the pilot established two-way radio communications with Melbourne Flight Service Unit (FSU).

The pilot reported Cape Otway at 1900 hours and the next transmission received from the aircraft
was at 1906:14 hours. The following communications between the aircraft and Melbourne FSU were recorded

from this time: (Note: The word/words in brackets are open to other interpretations.)

TIME FROM TEXT

1906:14 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this is DELTA SIERRA JULIET is there any known
traffic below five thousand

23 ESU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known traffic

26 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET | am seems (to) be a large aircraft below
five thousand



6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd)

TINE FROM TEXT
46 FSU D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET what type of aircraft is it
:50 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET | cannot affirm it is four bright it seems to me like
landing lights
1907:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
132 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this (is) DELTA SIERRA JULIET the aircraft has just passed over

over me at least a thousand feet above

43 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and it it is a large aircraft confirm
47 VH-DSJ er unknown due to the speed it's travelling is there any airforce aircraft in the
vicinity
57 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known aircraft in the vicinity
1908:18 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE it's approaching now from due east towards me
28 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
42 // open microphone for two seconds //
49 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET it seems to me that he's playing some sort of game he's

flying over me two three times at a time at speeds | could not identify

1909:02 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what is your actual level
:06 VH-DSJ my level is four and a half thousand four five zero zero
11 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET and confirm you cannot identify the aircraft
4 VH-DSJ affirmative
:18 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger standby
28 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET it's not an aircraft it is // open microphone

for two seconds //
46 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE can you describe the er aircraft
1909:52 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET as it's flying past it's a long shape // open microphone
for three seconds // (cannot) identify more than (that it has such speed) 7/ open
microphone for 3 seconds // before me right now Melbourne
1910:07 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and how large would the er object be
:20 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE it seems like it's stationary what I'm

doing right now is orbiting and the thing is just orbiting on top of me also it's got
a green light and sort of metallic (like) it's all shiny (on) the outside

43 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET



}o
* 6, RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd)
\
TIME FROM TEXT
48 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5 seconds /7 it's just vanished
57 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
1911:03 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE would you know what kind of aircraft I've got is it (a type) military
aircraft
:08 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET confirm the er aircraft just vanished
114 VH-DSJ SAY AGAIN
117 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET is the aircraft still with you
23 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET (it's ah nor) // open microphone 2 seconds /7 (now)
approaching from the southwest
37 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
:52 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET the engine is is rough idling I've got it set at twenty three
twenty four and the thing is (coughing)
1912:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what are your intentions
:09 VH-DSJ my intentions are ah to go to King Island ah Melbourne that strange aircraft is
hovering on top of me again // two seconds open microphone /7 it is hovering and
it's not an aircraft
22 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
28 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE // 17 seconds open microphone //
49 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE

There is no record of any further transmissions from the aircraft.

The weather in the Cape Otway area was clear with a trace of stratocumulus cloud at 5000 to 7000

feet, scattered cirrus cloud at 30000 feet, excellent visibility and light winds. The end of daylight at
Cape Otway was at 1918 hours.

The Alert Phase of SAR procedures was declared at 1912 hours and, at 1933 hours when the aircraft
did not arrive at King Island, the Distress Phase was declared and search action was commenced. An
intensive air, sea and land search was continued until 25 October 1978, but no trace of the aircraft was found.

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE

The reason for the disappearance of the aircraft has not been determined.

, . Doe
Aproed 1o 11 * (A,R. Woodwaid)

pdication P DILEP of tH Scroary 27.4.1982
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FOLIO

Ref M116/783/1047

Director, Vio-Tas Region

ACCIDENT INVOLVING MISSING AIRCRAFT VH-DSJ
ON 21 OCTOBER 1978

Arising from the investigation of this occurrence,
an Aircraft Accident Investigation Summary Report has
been produced and approved for release. Copies of the
Summary Report are attached and should be provided to
the aircraft owner, the operator, the father of the
missing pilot and the Coroner.

e4r

(J.C. Hopkins)
for Assistant Secretary
(Air Safety Investigation)
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SECRETARY
DEP SEC (AO)
FAS
FAS
DISAPPEARANCE OF CESSNA 182 AIRCRAFT VH-DSJ
You will recall the "Valentich" case which occurred on

21 October 1978

- it continues to be raised by the media and UFO
enthusiasts

- from time to time the Minister and the Department
receive requests for information

we have said in reply on several occasions
that we expect to produce a summary report
when our investigation is completed.

A missing aircraft is an accident by Annex 13 and ANR 270
definition

- our investigation was along the lines followed in a
more normal missing aircraft occurrence

t UFO aspects are of course a matter for the RAAF

- it follows that any report issued in respect of our
investigation should follow our normal practices

and copies made available to parties with a
bona fide interest.

A Summary Report has now been prepared and approved in
respect of this occurrence

- it is simply a statement of fact

- an unedited transcript of communications is included
because of the unusual circumstances

the transcript was, in this case, released to
the media shortly after the aircraft disappeared



%
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copies of the Summary Report are about to be provided
to the aircraft owner, operator, father of the
missing pilot and the Coroner

and to those other parties who have made enquiries
and who have a more or less bona fide interest.

Copies of reports of this type are not normally made available
to the media or other parties not having, in our view, a

bona fide interest

but the contents of such reports are not considered
confidential and are likely to become public knowledge
when released to the parties mentioned above.

A copy of the Nummary Report covering this occurrence is
attached for your information

- it is brought to your attention at this time because
of the likelihood of media enquiries when it becomes
known that such a report exists.

(A.R. Woodward)
A/g Assistant Secretary

7.5.82 (Air Safety Investigation)



Reference NO-
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT

aircraft accident investigation summary report V116778371047
Pudicalian of 1hU rgoort 1« aulfrai.od by * . Saoutaly oodot th. pro.l.looi of Air Whipotion Ripdatior.. VB 0)
1 LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE

Higt aMi.l. Dot Tlowv{Local) Zoa
Not known \ 21.10.78 Not known EST
I it AIKLKAr 1 B
Wu W Ropiytiacsn Catificda at AitwoftSinpyt
Cessna 182L VH-DSJ Valid from 14 February 1968
Catfifkoto of Kogiimdon itiuod to Queretor DigrH o denae
Cephus Day SAS Southern Air Services, Not known
33 Reserve Road, Northern Avenue, Qfrer property danaged
Beaumauris, Victoria Moorabbin Airport, Victoria
Defect! disoovered
3. THE FLIGHT o ) )
Lott ar interokd cgarture poirt Tine of dgatue Ne*t part of inteoed ledirg Purpete of flight o= o goration
Moorabbin 1819 hours King Island Travel Private
Inc VHtw ..
Nre Sar Ar Jaee o licence Hu* nlye  Totd hous Degree of iniuy
. Not 150
Frederick VALENTI CH Pilot 20 Private Presumed Fatal

known (Approx.)

5. OTHER PERSONS (All pa»»»iw«f» ond prion» Injured on flround) .
N S=he Degree of ijuy Nt Saie Degree of injury -

6. RELEVANT EVENTS

The pilot obtained a Class Four instrument rating on 11 May 1978 and he was therefore authorised
to operate at night in visual meteorological conditions (VMC). On the afternoon of 21 October 1978 he attended
the Moorabbin Briefing Office, obtained a meteorological briefing and, at 1723 hours, submitted a flight plan
for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to King Island and return. The cruising altitude nominated in the flight
plan was below 5000 feet, with estimated time intervals of 41 minutes to Cape Otway and 28 minutes from
Cape Otway to King Island. The total fuel endurance was shown as 300 minutes. The pilot made no arrange-
ments for aerodrome lighting to be illuminated for his arrival at King Island. He advised the briefing officer
and the operator’s representative that he was uplifting friends at King Island and took four life jackets in the
aircraft with him.

The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours and departed Moorabbin at 1819 hours. After
departure the pilot established two-way radio communications with Melbourne Flight Service Unit (FSU).

The pilot reported Cape Otway at 1900 hours and the next transmission received from the aircraft
was at 1906:14 hours. The following communications between the aircraft and Melbourne FSU were recorded

from this time: (Note: The word/words in brackets are open to other interpretations.)

TIME FROM TEXT

1906:14 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this is DELTA SIERRA JULIET is there any known
' traffic below five thousand

23 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known traffic '

26 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET | am seems (to) be a large aircraft below
five thousand



6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd)

TIME FROM TEXT
46 FSU D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET what type of aircraft is it
:50 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET I cannot affirm it is four bright it seems to me like
landing lights
1907:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
132 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this (is) DELTA SIERRA JULIET the aircraft has just passed over

over me at least a thousand feet above

43 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and it it is a large aircraft confirm
A7 VH-DSJ er unknown due to the speed it's travelling is there any airforce aircraft in the
vicinity
57 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known aircraft in the vicinity
1908:18 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE it's approaching now from due east towards me
28 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
42 // open microphone for two seconds //
49 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET it seems to me that he's playing some sort of game he's

flying over me two three times at a time at speeds | could not identify

1909:02 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what is your actual level
:06 VH-DSJ my level is four and a half thousand four five zero zero
11 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET and confirm you cannot identify the aircraft
114 VH-DSJ affirmative
:18 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger standby
28 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET it's not an aircraft it is // open microphone

for two seconds //
46 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE can you describe the er aircraft
1909:52 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET as it's flying past it's a long shape // open microphone
for three seconds // (cannot) identify more than (that it has such speed) // open
microphone for 3 seconds // before me right now Melbourne
1910:07 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and how large would the er object be
:20 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE it seems like it's stationary what I'm

doing right now is orbiting and the thing is just orbiting on top of me also it's got
a green light and sort of metallic (like) it's all shiny (on) the outside

43 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET



6. I|ELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd)

TIME FROM TEXT
48 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5 seconds // it's just vanished
57 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
1911:03 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE would you know what kind of aircraft I've got is it (a type) military
aircraft
:08 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET confirm the er aircraft just vanished
114 VH-DSJ SAY AGAIN
17 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET is the aircraft still with you
23 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET (it's ah nor) // open microphone 2 seconds // (now)

approaching from the southwest
37 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET

:52 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET the engine is is rough idling I've got it set at twenty three
twenty four and the thing is (coughing)

1912:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what are your intentions
:09 VH-DSJ my intentions are ah to go to King Island ah Melbourne that strange aircraft is

hovering on top of me again // two seconds open microphone // it is hovering and
it's not an aircraft

22 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
28 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE // 17 seconds open microphone //
49 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE

There is no record of any further transmissions from the aircraft.

The weather in the Cape Otway area was clear with a trace of stratocumulus cloud at 5000 to 7000
feet, scattered cirrus cloud at 30000 feet, excellent visibility and light winds. The end of daylight at
Cape Otway was at 1918 hours.

The Alert Phase of SAR procedures was declared at 1912 hours and, at 1933 hours when the aircraft
did not arrive at King Island, the Distress Phase was declared and search action was commenced. An
intensive air, sea and land search was continued until 25 October 1978, but no trace of the aircraft was found.

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE

The reason for the disappearance of the aircraft has not been determined.

] - Dote
Approved toi il

L , (A.R. Woodward)
publicOhon

VVVv * d.i«ss. of th. s«r.iof»

27.4,1982
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FOLIO

Ref M116/783/1047(2)
DEP SEC (AO)
DISAPPEARANCE OF CESSNA 182 VH-DSJ
You will recall the "Valentich" case which occurred on
21 October 197©

- it continues to be raised by the media and UFO enthusiasts

- from time to time the Minister and the Department
receives requests for information

i we have said on several occasions that we
expect to produce a Summary Report when our
investigation is completed*

A missing aircraft is an accident by Annex 13 and ANR 270
definition

- our investigation was along the lines followed in a
more normal missing aircraft occurrence

UFO aspects are of course a matter for the RAAF
- it follows therefore that any report issued in respect
of an Investigation should be in accordance with our
normal practice

and copies given to persons with a bona fide interest,

I have now approved a summary report in respect of this
occurrence

- it is simply a statement of fact

- an unedited transcript is included because of the
unusual circumstances

you will recall that the transcript was, in
this case, released to the media shortly after
the aircraft disappeared

- I intend to provide copies of the summary report to
the owner, operator, father of the missing pilot
and the Coroner



i and. to those parties who have made enquiries
with a more or less bona fide interest.

w A copy of the summary report is attached for your information
- the matter is brought to your attention at this time

because of the possibility of media interest whan

it becomes known that such a report exists*

(A.R. Woodward)
A/Assistant Secretary

29.4.82 (Air Safety Investigation)



TMi

24-6
3SEPT 1981
ict.
30 10 20
Umo 1*

31

Daylight and Darkness G raphs

END OF DAYLIGHT

SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE

10

20

10 20 10

VAS-JVt

~0

31

10

VFG AUSTRALIA

FEB.
20

28

10

2C

31



24-3
VFG AUSTRALIA Daylight and Darkness Graphs 3 SEPT 1981

CONVERSION OF ARC TO TIME

LONGITUDE
DEGREES MINUTES
Long. Time Long. Time Long. Time Long. Time
Deg. Deg. Mins. Mins.
Hours Mins. Hours Mins. Mins.  Secs. Mins. Secs.

110 7 20 140 9 20 0 0 00 30 2 00
11 7 24 141 9 24 1 0 04 u ? 04
112 7 28 142 9 28 2 0 08 32 2 08
113 7 32 148 9 32 3 0 12 33 2 12
114 7 36 144 9 36 4 0 16 34 2 16
115 7 40 145 9 40 5 0 20 35 2 20
116 7 44 146 9 44 6 0 24 36 2 24
117 7 48 147 9 48 7 0 28 37 2 28
118 7 52 148 9 52 8 0 32 38 2 32
119 7 56 149 9 56 9 0 36 39 2 36
120 8 00 150 10 00 10 0 40 40 2 40
121 8 04 151 10 04 u 0 44 41 2 44
122 8 08 152 10 08 12 0 48 42 2 48
123 8 1 153 10 12 13 0 52 43 2 52
124 8 6 14 10 16 14 0 56 44 2 56
125 8 20 155 10 20 15 1 00 45 3 00
126 8 24 156 10 24 16 1 04 46 3 04
127 8 28 157 10 28 v 1 08 47 3 08
128 8 R 158 10 32 18 1 12 48 3 12
129 8 36 159 10 36 19 1 16 49 3 16
130 8 40 20 1 20 50 3 20
131 8 44 21 1 24 51 3 24
132 8 43 22 1 28 52 3 28
133 8 52 23 1 32 53 3 32
134 8 56 24 1 36 54 3 36
135 9 00 25 | 40 55 3 0

136 9 04 26 1 44 56 3 44
137 9 08 27 1 48 57 3 48
138 9 12 28 1 52 58 3 52
139 9 16 29 1 56 59 3 56

The above table is for convening expressions in arc to their equivalent in time;
its main use is for the conversion of longitude for application to LM T (added if west,
subtracted if east) to give GMT or vice versa, particularly in the case of beginning
and end of daylight.
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DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION

REMOVAL OF PAPERS FROM FILE

(Papers must not be removed by other than Registry staff)

paper/s transferred

The original of enclosure s a

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED PAPER/S

Inrer -office memo O Letter

OTHER DETAILS

Originator

Originator's reference Dole

Sublec |

w1 OH - 37

is/U ./ ."~L

(19701

at enclosure

When a paper is removed from a file,
this form must be completed and is
to replace the paper removed.

One form only is required whan a
consecutive sequence of papers
is removed

has been transferred

Telepnnter

L4

Regisrry Oft er

0s 330ft
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1746

iV

When a paper is removed from a ftle,
this form must be completed and is

department of civil aviation to replace the paper removed.
REMOVAL OF PAPERS FROM FILE One form only is required whan a
(Papers must not be removed by other than Registry s toff) consecutive sequence of papers
is removed

PAPER/S TRANSFERRED

A hos been transferred
The originol of enclosure s

tOf,it ...... at enclosure 5 u 'A

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED PAPER/S

Inter-office mt?mo efter Teleprinter

If other, specify

OTHER DETAILS il
I1S1LU
Originator ( I ‘)

L |<7 -
Originator's reference

Subiect

(1970)

OS 3308



MINUTE

AS (S1)

Please see draft Summary Report

- for your approval.

(J.C. Hopkins)
A/DSIG

16/2/1982
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OCCURRENCE CODING SHEET File No. MI16/7 g flo £ fy

Review Officer"s assessment, (appropriate sections of the computer record are
compiled from this information).

TYPE OF OCCURRENCE Note: If more than two Types of Occurrence are appropriate
to the occurrence select the two that provide the best overall description

Type of Occurrence 1st. .. Altsew & ... JhtE . c(Mr.-Tr veX.
Phase of Operation 1st. ... K7 S2Z 0 e
Type Of OCCUNrenCe 2Nd. ... o it e e et e e e e e e e e mmmee mmmamma e

Phase ofF Operation 2Nnd .. . . i i e d e e e e e et e e

TYPE OF OPERATOR 0401 It~ 1 To be completed for PRIVATE category
OPERATORS NAME 0406 . .acc tdents/mi shaps where the aircraft
ftv L > has been hired/borrowed. Enter type

& name of hiring organisation

IMPACT ANGLE DEGREES

FACTORS
/U7T

UNSUBSTANTIATED HUMAN FACTORS
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When a paper is removed from a file,
this form must be completed and is

department of CIVIL AVIATION to replace the paper removed
REMOVAL OF PAPERS FROM FILE One form only is required whan a
(Papers rttust not be removed by other than Registry staff) consecutive sequence of papers
Is removed

PAPER S TRANSFERRED

The original of enclosure s I r I k __ has been tronsferied

to _Y-A e 50

or enclosure s .<£2

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED PAPER/S

i Min . %
O |r.fer - off »ce memo Telepr infer -

|f other, specify

OTHER DETAILS

Originator---—--

L > f*3 2

Originator’s reference

Subject
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When a paper is removed from a file,
this form must be completed and is

DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION lo replace the paper removed
REMOVAL OF PAPERS FROM FILE One form only is required whan a
(Papers must not be removed by other than Registry staff) consecutive sequence of papers
is removed

PAPER/S TRANSFERRED

The original of enclosure s

L e has been transferred

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED PAPER/S

. ~j Mir\
m] Inter-office memo = Teleprinter )
|f other, specify
OTHER DETAILS
Originator ———.......
n > . r<
Originator's reference e

Subject ..

li_z..ct / -£ .x

A 1746 (1970}

OS 3308
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When a paper is removed from a file,
this form must be completed and is

DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION to replace the paper removed.
REMOVAL OF PAPERS FROM FILE One form only is required whan a
(Papers musr not be removed hy other than Registry s raff) consecutive sequence of papers
is removed

PAPER/S TRANSFERRED

The original of enclosure i

hal been t.on.ferrod

..,V | = 3-I at enclosure s .. COS’

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED PAPER/S

. e leprinter Tafe
m| Inter-office memo

If olher, specify

OTHER DETAILS

Originator

- d-<?r
Originator's reference Dot®

Sublect
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A 1746 (1970)
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> Q.

To From Regional reference

AS(SI) D., T.T-R. V116/783/1047

Registry use only

Subject

Date of despatch
MISSING AIRCRAFT : CESSNA 182L, VH-DSJ, 21 OCTOBER 1978

20 OCT 1981

Attached is the report on the investigation of this occurrence

2. Mattersarising- The pilot®s unusual description of events surrounding his flight was

eagerly accepted by the local news media and inaccurate and grossly amplified reports
were distributed by news outlets around the world. His immediate family were subjected
to unhealthy pressures from the media and unscrupulous charlatans and it is most

unlikely that the true state of the pilots environment and personal

problems will ever
be known.

3. The Region does not intend to take any further action in this matter unless
positive factual evidence is obtained.

1.S. SMITH

19 /10 /1981 for Director

NOTE: Matters arising should include Regional comments on at least the following — (a) action taken or intended by

the Regional Office; (b) recommendations for consideration in Central Office; and (c) matters on which the
parties involved have or will be informed.

D.o.T. 1625 (Rev. 8/77)
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Reference No.

Commonwealtn of Australia AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT SUMMARY REPORT V116/785/1047
1. LOCATION OF ACCIDENT
___________________________________ Height o.tn.s. 1 (ft) Date Time (Local) Zone v
Not known n/a 21.10.78 1@12 ESuTJ
V
2. THE AIRCRAFT
Certificate
Moke and Model Registration M
Cessna 182L VE_DS‘J Airworthiness 14 February 1968
Certificate of Registration issued to (nome and address) Operator (name and address) Degree of domage to aircraft
Dr. C. Day, Southern Air Services, Missing
33 Reserve Road, Northern Avenue, Other property damaged
BEAUMARIS. VIC. 3193 Moorabbin Airport, MENTONE. Nil

Defects discovered

Aircraft not located.

3. THE FLIGHT

D.o.T. 149A (Rev. 8/77)
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File
8. CHARTS, DIAGRAMS, OR SKETCHES
Jnijoafe appropriate titled V116/783/1047 2
OTHER Deter,b
ACCIDENT FLIGHT IMPACT WRECKAGE WITNESS RUNWAY OR (Deter,be)
LOCALITY PATH MARKS DISTRIBUTION LOCATION STRIP DATA
LEGEND
POINT
MELBOURNE/”
IPOINT COOK \
Berrybanl:
Melbourne'
PORT PHILLIP BAY\
Int Wiljon
1 aha Mnrlin \
ST LEONARDS
ism Schnapper Pc
tJfibrond Swan y
UM Mad Bitcorrbe.
Islands BALCOM
"BARWON tUEEWSC UFf.
31t*
int/ISLAND
. Point m300 \
SAM Manlii - —:PointAddis .
mJpMIGLESEA >'"
:u.Ft (A) WR sec 20 tec
Jyl lolrt Mo IN) WR SEC 22.5 sec
Cape Schanck Point Gnni
Mo (N) WR SEC t2 M leaa ntnuavrn
3574
Cape Woolamai
*PoiAt_Sturt
d Mt Chatft W t River PO
»int Hawdon
/Patton
AMPoint Franklin /
Ip FI (3) WR SEC I8»ec
VICTORIA
TASMANIA
GpVI (2) W 10 sec .Cape Wickham
Cape FareweihB/SL
lSlrtHTTU) Bouldor Point .
t nvrm joon PO /
New Year hiaim& Un/) rLEgg Lag‘I Uvinia Point /
Whiner P
/EI I;lﬁC-H Il I
KING ISLAND r. Elephant Hill A
! F ooV qupfrg hant Rock
> \fC U oW / c Efa ephant Roc
vV
KING ISLAN av/
( UJ **eJsINerecoopa
Fraier Bluff
FI' W 6.5 sirf*Pegafah PIT
A Waterwiuh Reef ~ Jjrieiin, J, 11k .u >iaoju.lim liuii limil#niilmii Litjad-i-uj
L 1 JiALt1X (Joins 3556) 145° 1U°E

144°  11°E

0ji.T. U98 (R*v. 1/77) 8

- CHARTS, DIAGRAMS, SKETCHES



8. CHARTS. DIAGRAMS, UR SKETCHES

ACCIDENT FLIGHT 1 IMPACT WRECKAGE WITNESS
LOCALITY PATH MARKS DISTRIBUTION LOCATION
1LEGEND
BEAUFORT.
WLA*AJ r MELBOURNE—o
« VOR1U1 1
*DME 7
TR 1205 |
VALLEY Fisascc  If
IMKELO . "RADAR/SSR |
Jjkiptonn
I VBOAY VOR _ 1U3
NDBCT) 339
PURA PURA "MEREDITH!
DERRINALLUM
LFORD
MORTLAfCE CORANG]j
CAMPERI WINCHELSEA
TERANG
COBDEN
BJRRECURRA
COLAC
NULLAWARRE
TIMBOIN
ORREST LORNE
:7exosouoH
POST CiMPBeLL WEBAPROINAH
CAPE OTWAY
/ ISLAND
£Ltv m
KINGISLANO BOLD KSAOQ
NDBfT)332
OVE 6
Fs- APIS

JUfIUtIUGAMC

RUNWAY OR
STRIP DATA

@ i"Nu

c,.

P
V116/783/1047 3

OTHER (C*ic-,be)

SCALE NORTH jv

VISUAL ENROUTE CHART

R329D

i mVELBOURNEN
J ESSENDON | \$
r
Jj HEALESVILLE
WARBUFITON
POW6GLL. TOWN
LL 4000 GEMBROOK
KOOWERUP ""ARRAGUL,
ROSEBUD
VTONTMAeoi'
R - wdnthKCoi
* vorv:. NS.
NEIB(TIJ93
— COWES— Q/\EB(T 42
VOR ~ ~17,6
NDB(T>27I - HAL*#
P M avSstt;
‘i ’
Kr.'Sj-i

P «tti KUMJOCK iSLAI
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10. AIRCRAFT DATA 116/785/1047 L
AIRCRAFT HISTORY
Maint. Release Issued Current Until yVas it Valid at time re o r—n A no, State reason
201078 191079 ol Accident? " L*i vy" U N°
Engine Make and Modo! Propeller/Rotor Moke and Model

Continental 0-47CR McCauley C/S 2A54C66N

Operating Time (hrs)

i . Maj Defect
Defective Component Type of Inspection ajor Detec

Total Since Overhaul Since Inspection Report No.

AIRCRAFT DAMAGE - List the principal components which were damaged in or as a result of the accident
describe the mode of damage and indicate degree and cause of damage to each component by inserting
t (impact) F (fire) or 0 (other) in appropriate R,H, Column, IF REPAIRABLE, WHAT IS ESTIMATE OF COST?

Subst- .
Component Mode of Damage Destroyed Minor

antial

coLLision AccIipeENT (other a,rcraft details)

Regi stration Make and model Damage to Aircraft

Owner

AIRCRAFT CONTROLS AND EQUIPMENT

Other
1 1 (describe)

Selector Position Indicator Position
Position X Fixed UK A Down I:‘Transit

Amount Symmetrical Selector Position Indicator Position
Wing Flaps A
p (0] Down O Yes O No

Type Wheels © Floots " skids I:'Amphibious
Landing Gear

Amount Indicator Position
Rudder | ~ Fixed Neutral U - Right
. Amount Indicator Position
Trim Tabs Elevator | | Fixed | Neutral o p A Down
b Amount Indicator Position
Aileron A Fixed Neutral n own
’ >l H’—P or S) (P or S)
o Port Engine Centre Engine Starboard Engine
Fuel Selector Positions Recording Tachometer hours
Instruments Electrica 1
ANO 20.18 I 1iFR | night vmc 1- lunknown b  IFR @ Night VMC O Unknown
Equipment
] Limited IFR Q VFR 1 1Limited IFR Q VFR

Other significant positions or recordings

D jo.T.- 149D (Rev, 8/77) 10 - AIRCRAFT DATA



File Page

10. AIRCRAFT DATA (Cont'd Vi
( ) 16/785/1047 5
forward fuselage longitudinal deformation
NOTE: |If fuselage is substantially intact However deformed, select the point on i» now furthest forward, describe it and measure the d stance along or

parallel to the normal longitudinal axis of the aircraft from this point to the front of the pilot's seat when fully forward.

Description of Point (this may also be indicated in photographs at Section 10) Di stance
(mm)
Remarks-
11, FLIGHT CREW DATA
P(LOT_|N_COMMAND Nationality Licence No. ond type Datg licence expires
(Surname and initials) Australian 145105 PPL 1 January 1979
Occupotion Dale of birth Licence endorsed for this aircroft
VALENT ICII, F. -
’ Shop Assistant 9 June 1958 1x1 Yes
Aeroplane 1st Clcss Class 1 Class 3 Class 5 None
INSTRUMENT RATING
Rotorcraft 2nd Class Class 2 Class 4 X Unknown
INSTRUCTOR RATING A B C None Unknown
AGRICULTURAL RATING Class 1 Class 2 None Unknown

SPECIAL EXPERIENCE (enter total hours

PILOT EXPERIENCE (hours) Total Last two years Lost 90 days or unknown against any significant items)
Fixed Wing [in excess of 150 hOUrS) ul/k Agrieul turo 1 Instrument
Rotary Wing Instruction Night fly*ng
This type of aircraft ul/k U’k ul/k Gliding Simulator
LAST PROFICIENCY CHECK LICENCE RESTRICTIONS (specify) Testing Command
pate 3 May 1978
= H Demonstration
Typ" pOr issue Class 4 Nil.
rating.
Was pilot wearing corrective
J Unknown I jNot relevant spectacles at time of accident? | 1 Yes X No
CONTROL SEAT OCCUPIED Front X Rear Left 3C Right Unknown

DUAL CONTROLS AVAILABLE Elevator Aileron Rudder j Throttle Steering Drakes

OTHER PILOT Nationality Licence No. and type Date licence expires

(Surname and initials)

Occupation Date of birth Licence endorsed for this aircraft
O O
Aeroplane 1st Class Class 1 Class 3 Class 5 None
INSTRUMENT RATING Rotorcraft ond ATP Class 2 Class 4 Unknown
INSTRUCTOR RATING A 8 c None Unknown
AGRICULTURAL RATING Class 1 Class 2 None Unknown
Total Last t d S5PECIAL EXPERIENCE (enter total hours
PILOT EXPERIENCE (hours) ota ast two years Last 90 days or unknown against any significant items)
Fjxe d Wing Agricultural Instrument
Rotary Wing Instruction Night flying
This type of aircraft Gtiding Simulator
LAST PROFICIENCY CHECK LICENCE RESTRICTIONS (specify) Testing Command
Date
Type Demonstration
Was pilot wearing corrective N
Unknown | " jNot relevant spectacles at time of accident? 1 * * O °
CONTROL SEAT OCCUPIED Front Rear Left Right Unknown
Elevator Aileron Rudder Throttle Steering Brokes

DUAL CONTROLS AVAILABLE

D.O.T. 149F (Rev. 8/77) 10. AIRCRAFT DATA (Cont'd) - 11. FLIGHT CREW DATA



Page
12. FLIGHT DATA 16278371047 1
Lodged at Time (hrs) Was approval required Was approval obtained
I 1 None Moorabbin 1723 I 1 Yes ffi No O Yes [X] No
From To viaCape Otway and
Moorabbin Moorabbin King Island o IFR S VMC O VFR
EET (Mins) Endurance (Mms) Cons, rate Height (ft)
147 300 8050 | NOSAR
SARTIME (hrs) To Melbourne Facility
1930 Flight Service Phone
Com. Frequencies Radio-Nav.
VHF MARGO CQM11A. HF RE5QITR-5P ADF  ARC 521A

Emergency equipment (describe) Four life jackets

13. METEOROLOGICAL DATA

METEOROLOGICAL BRIEFING (attach copy of forecast if relevant)

Other (describe) Source of met. information
m] None [m] Route forecast
y In person [xj Terminal forecast MOOI’abt_)II"I Brleflng
Office
[ | By telephone xj Area forecast

METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS ATACCIDENT SITE Accident site not known.

Cloud amount/type Base a.nn.s.l. Visibility . Wind velocity Temperature
f 1 Day I | Night
kilometres
] Dawn ! | Dusk

14. LOAD DATA

AIRCRAFT WEIGHT Ikg) AIRCRAFT CENTRE OF GRAVITY
Take off Landing Datum
LIMITS 7> 1270 1270 Front face of firewall (Station 0.0)

Weight (kg) How established Forward Aft
Aircraft basic weight "
(includes empty weight, oil Fi M I LIMITS [~> 47d§tur?1ft of
and removable equipment) 775 1t. Manua
Flight crew iNo  PTloOt ) 54.5 Medical 197 Position at last take off [x J Unknown
Passengers (No.... —  ......... J Position at accident |x I Unknown
Baggage (Pieces NOt KkflOWHi AGRICULTURAL HOPPER LOAD
Freight (Pieces .MO"t ICQ.OWEIt Contents (describe)
or Hopper contents
Fuel (lives) ....... 38..... ) 222.6 Fit. Manual

Load at impact (kg)
___ 3 Weighed | ~ Estimated
Weight at last take off 1052.1 Estimated ! | Reported
Discharge valve position

Fuel/Load deductions

Not Dump effected If yes, amount (%)
Weight at accident

known I 1 Yes m] No

LOADING CONTROL (describe briefly unsatisfactory features of loading control such as miscalculations, inadequate load security, improperly
consigned dangerous goods etc. |

Kf/ZA

D.o.T. 149G (Rev. 8/77) 12. FLIGHT DATA 13. METEOROLOGICAL DATA 14. LOAD DATA



17. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

NARRATIVE (give a concise chronological account of the sequence of events)

At 1723 hours on 21 October 1978, Mr. Frederick Valentich lodged a flight
plan at Moorabbin Briefing Office, for a Private Night VMC flight, in VH-DSJ, to
King Island via Cape Otway and return to Moorabbin, at altitudes below 5000 feet.
ETD Moorabbin was specified as 1745 hours with estimated time intervals of 41
minutes to Cape Otway and 28 minutes to King Island. Fuel endurance was shown at
300 minutes. He discussed the weather forecasts with the Moorabbin Briefing Officer,
but he did not make any request for aerodrome lighting to be switched on for his
arrival at King Island. It was established that King Island Flight service Unit ~
had closed, therefore it would be necessary to cancel SAR to Melbourne Flight Service
by telephone on arrival. He told the Briefing Officer he was going to King Island
to pick up passengers, he was not certain of how many, but would telephone Melbourne
Flight Service with his ETD King Island and details of passengers and SAR watch before
leaving King Island.

At 1810 hours the aircraft was refuelled to capacity. The pilot did not
leave the aircraft during refuelling and the aircraft departed Moorabbin at 1819
hours. Two-way radio communications were then established with Melbourne ilight
Service who were responsible for maintaining a communications and SjIR watch on the
aircraft during the course of its flight.

At 1900:29 hours the pilot of VH-DSJ reported position as Cape Otway and at
1906:14 hours the pilot asked Melbourne Flight Service for known traffic below 5000
feet. He was told there was no known traffic. The pilot then proceeded to describe
in detail the various manoeuvres of apparently another aircraft or flying device
operating in close vicinity to his aircraft. During the course of his description
he stated his altitude to be 4500 feet and at 1911:52 hours he reported that the
engine of VH-DSJ was running rough but he intended to continue to King Island.
Melbourne Flight Service declared the Alert Phase and initiated action to recall a
King Island Flight Service officer to duty and activate King Island Airport
Emergency Procedures.

At 1912:28 hours communications from VH-DSJ ceased abruptly and no further
communications were received. The Distress Phase was declared at 1955 hours wnen
the aircraft failed to arrive at King Island and an extensive ground sea and air
search was immediately initiated. The search action was terminated at 1900 hours
on 25 October 1978, after divers and widespread search efforts failed to locate any
wreckage or information of the whereabouts of the aircraft and its occupant.

D.o.T. 149K (Rev. 8/77) 17. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
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18. ANALYSIS OF THE CAUSE V116/785/1047 S

JUSTIFICATION fsfate concisely the reasons underlying the opinions described in Section 7 of this report, and indicate why this
opinion is preferred to the possible alternatives.)

The available evidence indicates that the pilot, Frederick Valentich was
rapidly running out of time. He had told his family, girlfriend and associates,
that he only had one subject left to pass to gain his Commercial Pilot licence and
he was currently going to instructional classes twice a week to study that subject.
His father was assisting him financially to obtain his commercial licence.

The names of the ground training organisations he was attending were not
established.

On two occasions he sat for and failed all five CPL subjects and during
July 1978, sat for three CPL subjects and failed them.

He had penetrated Sydney Control Zone during a flight in July 1978. and
just prior to this flight he had received a counselling letter from the New
South Vales Region.

Prior to this flight, Valentich had made known his intention?to fly to
King Island for some time and it was generally believed by his family, girlfriend
and his immediate acquaintances that the purpose of the flight was to bring back
crayfish.

However, he told the Operator and the Moorabbin Briefing Officer that the
purpose of the flight was to bring back passengers. There was noevidence of any
passengers at King Island waiting for him to pick up. Nor didhe have any orders
for crayfish other than one crayfish, from a member of the Air Training Corps.

He did not order crayfish from King Island prior to the flight and as it happened
at that time, no crayfish were available at King Island.

He told his girlfriend he would meet her at 1950 hours, a time he could not
possibly keep. He told his father he would be home after return from King Island.

He did not request aerodrome lighting at King Island for his arrival, but
he was aware that King Island Flight Service Unit had closed. It seems possible
that he may not have had any intention of proceeding to King Island.

His girlfriend has stated that he perspired profusely and his voice
changed in any unexpected or out of the ordinary situation.

It was particularly noticed while monitoring the” recorded communications
containing his detailed description of the other vehicles manoeuvres that his
voice remained ’matter of fact* and completely normal.

If it had been the pilot’s intention to disappear, a number of directions
of travel were open to him to maintain communications for the period he did while
operating below 5880 feet. (See VHF Coverage Chart, Page )-

However, it is unlikely that such a document would have been available to
him and his possible tracking directions would be limited to known coverage areas.

Had the flight proceeded as planned and the aircraft did crash into the
sea it is most probable that wreckage would have been sighted. The aircraft
disappeared without trace and no wreckage was located or information received
concerning the whereabouts of the aircraft and its occupant. It therefore is not
possible to determine the cause of the disappearance but it seems likely that the
aircraft did not crash in the sea between Cape Ctway and King Island.

D.o.T. 149L (Rev. 8/77) 18 ANALYSIS OF THE CAUSE



x Witness statement (NO...e > X F light plan

X Investigator's notes (NO...eer 0 ) X

Tfonicript of communications D.o.T, 225

Special report (describe)

M eteorological Analysis - R.K. Stibbs
W ater/Oil Sample Analysis - R.A. Cummins,
Department of Defence

21. PARTICIPATION IN THE

Meteorological repots

| D.o.T. 461
] D.o.T. 462

Autopsy report

Other (describe)

Radar Aspects - M.J. Harwood

Human Factors Aspects - Dr. B.J. Mahony,
AVHF

INVESTIGATION

Wreckage security provided by

Nome Affiltation /,
. . n/ia
P.G. Graham Investigator in Charge
S G S |nkS . . . . Name of first investigator to reach site
2. SpInK < Assisting Investigator in /
A.G. Harris nia
< Charge as
J.C. Sandercock : _ :
| S S . h < I‘equn‘ed. Date/time of arrival (local)
.S mit nl a
22. INVESTIGATION RESPONSIBILITY
Name of officer responsible Signature | i v Designation Date
12.10.81

I.S. SMITH

D.OT. 149m (Re*. 8/77)

tx A.S#HSU-

19. ACCIDENT PREVENTION -22. INVESTIGATION RESPONSIBILITY
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Page

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE Y- 16/783/1047 10

MISSING AIRCRAFT, VH-DSJ, 21 OCTOBER 1978

Darcy Hogan. Briefing O fficer. Hoorabbin

1. Hogan is in Air Training Corp so he knows Valentich.

2. Arrived briefing office at 5.15 approximately.

(a) weather enroute for K/IVMC. He didn't know much about NVMC
requirements. He asked if scattered SC at 5000 was OK,

(b) no request for lights, and

(¢) going to pick up passengers and he didn't know how many. He
would ring ML with details of POB and SAB EX K.I.

5. Valentich appeared to be in normal frame of mind.

4. No ETD K.lI. Would advise ML from K.I.

5. SAB to K.lI. Hogan asked if K.lI. was open. Since closed he told Valentich that
SAR would be to ML by phone.

6. Did nothing about lights and didn't discuss lights with Valentich, Valentich
did not mention lights.

7. After Valentich left, Hogan went for a drive around the tarmac and thinks he
saw Valentich taxying VHWDD to Schutt's tarmac. He is not sure that it was
Valentich,

8. Personally he considers Valentich would be an average pilot and of average
maturity. Wasn’t exceptional in any way.

9. Doesn't know what his drinking and smoking habits were. Ho close social
contact.

10. No mention of UFOs.

P_.R, GRAHAM
INVESTIGATOR
24.10.73

D.o.T. 1572 (Rev. 3/77) INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE



Subject

Rang Tysons 90-6709

Pog*
INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE

V' 16/785/1047 11

MOORABBIN REFUELLING

TO-DSJ was refuelled on 21.10.78 at 18 10 by Ron Tyson.

247 litres of 80/87
1 litre oil

Filled to brim. Young chap as pilot did not get out of aircraft. Left
immediately - saw no more.

Jet fuel is kept in quarantine so it has to he unlocked. He used same
tanker to refuel many other aircraft in previous three hours so no chance of

incorrect fuel,
S.A.S.

Log Book

Purpose of
Flight

Return Flight

Navaids

Di.T. 1572 (Rev. 3/77)

After the pilot obtains his licence he cannot leave
his log book at S.A.S.

Told S.A.S. he was picking up three passengers but

they believe he was getting crayfish.

N.B. S.A.S. do not allow crayfish to be carried
in their aircraft.

Not sure but thinks same night probably so that no
one would see the crays.

ALF

VHF
HF.

P. GRAHAM
INVESTIGATOR

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE



INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE Vl1ib/'783/1047 ~ 12

Subject

MISSING AIRCRAFT, VH-DSJ : 21 OCTOBER 197B

Notes of a conversation with the O.I.C, King Island on 24.10.76 (Brian
Jones).

He was on duty from 0800-1500 on Saturday.

At 1500 he put through a closing request to ML PS, stating lights out
as no planned flights due and no request for lights.

He was pulled out of the golf club by the ML SOG about 19.15 after the
aircraft had reported engine problems.

He put the airfield lights on at 19.55.

At the same time his assistant, Graeme Smyth had just arrived to also

put the lights on for a departing Cessna 402 aircraft, VH-RCT which had been held
up for passengers.

VH-RCT was then used for a quick search around the Island with Graeme
Smyth as an observer from 20.00 to 20.25. Nothing sighted. Weather absolutely
clear with unlimited visibility.

VH-PDN arrived at about 1800 hours with a band and was due to depart about
QJOO the next morning. They have an agent who has a key for the lights.

VH-PDN was used for a quick search at 1000 feet at 20,00 hours to 20.55
hours with Brian Jones as an observer. Could see the Cape Otway lights flashing
from the lighthouse as well as all the Island lights. Excellent visibility with
a clear sky. No cloud and very starry. Many fishing boats around the Island had
their lights on and could be seen for miles.

The normal system for lights is for either the pilot or for Plight Service
to ring up beforehand and book them. There had been no request for lights.

Has spoken to the cray fishermen and none were ordered for that night.
In fact they had sold out in the afternoon and did not have any le ft.

The pilot had not booked into the Motel.

They do not recognise the name of the pilot but the aircraft has been down
to King Island before.

A.G. HARRIS
INVESTIGATOR

D.o.T. 1572 (Rev. 3/77) INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE
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INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE

MR. C.P. LAY : KING ISLAND

Notes made following a phone discussion with Hr, CIliff P. Day, a cray
fishemian/kelp farmer of King Island on 24.10,78 (004/62-1426).

- He is not cray fishing until next week,
- Last went cray fishing June *78,
- Cannot remember who he sells crays to and the name Valentich means nothing,

- No phone call from Valentich ordering crays and if he had rung there were
no crays available from him,

- Unusual for one to expect crays at that time of night but if they had been
ordered there would be no problem.

A.G. HARRIS
INVESTIGATOR

24.10.78

D O T. P2/1572

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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INVESTIGATOR S NOTE V116/783/1047 14

Subject

MR. K. McCRAWLEY

Kevin McCrawley,

Mess O fficer,

ATC HQ Hess 328-3704
Home 458-1119

I spoke to Mr. K. MeCravley on 24.10.78 concerning the report from
Mr. G. Valentich, (father of the missing pilot), that his son was going to
King Island to pick up lobsters for the Mess. He told me that the Mess had
not ordered any crays, however, members may have made private arrangements
and he would check it out that night.

Mr. McCrawley phoned me today and stated that S/Ldr Grandy had ordered

a cray if Frederick did go to King Island but there had not been any other
firm orders.

I.S. SMITH
INVESTIGATOR

D.O.T. P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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INVESTIGATOR S NOTE V116/783/1047

CONVERSATION WITH VINCE ALFONSO

Vince Alfonso flew VH-DSJ on Saturday 21.10.78. He works as LAME for Schutts
(90-3055).

Carried out a Daily Inspection before 6.00 a.m.
Went on flight KB-French Is-MB at 6.10 a.m.
Alircraft performed OK

There was a bit of a smell from heater but it disappeared after short time.
Considered normal.

On way back from French Island about 10 minutes from MB a passenger pointed
out fuel venting from HHS. ]

After landing the cap was out of the tank and hanging on the chain. He
reported it to S.A.S. but didn't enter it on maintenance release. On

Sunday he was at S.A.S. discussing the incident and found out that the

cap had been repaired prior to Valentich departing.

P. GRAHAM
INVESTIGATOR

25.10.78

HQTE Don Sowman is checking to find out if cap had been repaired prior to

D.0.T. P2/1572

Valentich departing.

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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Subject

PETER BARNETT : SEARCH AND RESCTTE (10.36 HOURS, MONDAY 25 OCTOBER)

Oil Slick Sample

- Fishing boat from Apollo Bay delayed.
- Will not be able to rendevouz with R.A.A.F. aircraft until after lunch.

- Will therefore not know if sample possible until later today.

A.G. HARRIS
INVESTIGATOR

D.0.T. P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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D.0.T. P2/1572

INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE V1 16/783/1047

CAPTAIN E.R. BARNES : 25.10.78

Edwin RobertBarnes, Captain on G159 with Associated Airlines,
Also ATC RAAF and therefore the contact through Sqgn Ldr, Grandy.
Instructed Fred in Nav and Aircraft Performance and recently MET,
Never flew with Fred,

Didn't drink much,

Has seen Fred angry when he came hack from KI and supposedly approach the
incorrect runway,

Fred was quiet until he got to know you,

Impression - Fred would have had a healthy approach to flying
- no short cuts,

UFO's - never mentioned,
Fred had mentioned his helicopter ride at East Sale,

Monday 30,10,78 he is available, home - 3546944» work - 3792908,

P. GRAHAM
INVESTIGATOR

INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT Folio NO....oooeeiiiiiie. 20

Station............. M. FS
NO.oeeeeeieeeeeeie, 173.
Reg. Off. NO.covvevineeennns

AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT
Central Off. NO....cceeenee

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit.

GET
LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION CAPS OTWAY-KING. ISLAND Date 21.1Q .78 ..... 6318 Time...°?212
AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking CI82 . VH-DSJ........cccocoooiiin. ., PILOT: Name and Initials VALENTITH.......
OWNERZOPERATOR S 0 A LS ittt ettt FLIGHT CATEGORY: (underline) VFR MV

IFR

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type):
Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work
.Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo
FLIGHT: Last departure POiNt.........cooeiuuiiiireiiiiiiae et e eeeeeiie e First point of intended landing.FING ISLAND pj( No.

When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable).....cccccccoooviiiiiiiiiin.
DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions:

impaired operating efficiency..

AT 210819 VH DSJ DEPARTED MDORABBIN ON A PRIVATE TRAVEL FLIGHT TO KING ISLAND VIA
CAPE OTWAY. .. AT OO0 HE REPORTED OVER CAPE OTWAY PROCEEDING TO KING ISLAND. AT 0906
HE INQUIRED IF THE ANY KNOWN TRAFFIC B/Q50. (PLEASE REFER TO ATTACHED TRANSCRIPT
FOR EVEOTS THAT FOLLOWED.) AT 0712 THE PILOT REPORTED A ROUGH RUNNING MOTOR. .
ALERT PHASE UffiLARED....THE AIRCRAFT THEN MADE A FURTHER REPORT THAT THE U.F.O. WAS
STILL IN THE VKINEPY ....CONTACT WAS THEN LOST WITH THE AIRCRAFT. AT 0913 THE FS3
OPERATOR DBCLAEMiD DISTRESS PHASE BUT OPERATIONS ADVISED PHASE WAS TO REMAIN AT ALERT
UNTIL ETA KING ISLAND OF 0928....AT 0933 OPERATIONS UPGRADED PHASE TO DISTRESS.

Signed. PiCe Ring Designation A/FSO3.........ccccccciivvriieiieeeeeeeenn. Date 21/10/78

NOTE—If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. |f these details are not given,
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made.

Dear Sir/Madam, e, Region

Name....
Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning..............

Address
on / /

For future reference it has been allocated No.

Yours faithfully
Date / /

DOT 225 P R
For Director
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31 OCT 1978
Folio No.........
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT
Station........... ML"
NO. oo
Reg. Off. No....

AIR SAFETY (NCIDENT REPORT Central Off. No.

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convement it may be
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit.

LOCATION OR ROUTE S E C T | (0] N T i m e
AIRCRAFT: Typ. mid Muki<*. .. N~ A S .T:PILOT: N«we wu.1. «
OWNER,OPERATOR FLIOHT CATEOORV:
;YPE| OPF S_PI_:}RATIOI;I (underline applicat(n:lte1 tytpe) Agriculture Aerial Work
egular Public Transpor arte ini
P _g " P Alrcra{t Test Right Training Dual . Training Solo
rivate
Last departure POiNt.... cccoociieeiiieieiieeee et e i eeaans First point of intended landing ... Fit. No
When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (.f applicaUe)......cccccceevvererinennes
DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions:
//*t? yy / cr*Q ™M Shact/tfzzL —
(M Fir $/ Pg\/F e e, St.G.QAMAGIT & & ...
ITU/Wb K. W.__Y.ed./yy'..cfucm o coiiian ciceacacan ceaan-
n
A wo/ gn&la ~"W Kd
»r 09.0.6 i B <uK njy. zA1
J e ..../via B? " «c* « e Amr
- fra ,* .- ¥ « [« «~r«. o?//L al
Sc-vch £*m *s..fretitefi.......ccooooiiiiiinns atumrj** .
V.
..... « at,at/ap ...t o R e
um t>eccfifle-£>..... 7 >
N o ERIM*r. EKIO&E..“M .. u...crr
[E>. ... #r- 09 '21 f&snv...... G*.«ahS'.Z...... Hm .....4ftE£..... tum ...... Og.M".S.m~F
M . ..totU M ar.... JEtft. / *F& & *Fo-< FeF'rrm A Z ... SLEML.e™....
fiPmi'nM .Zfri...77V*...Lwmr..... uafefc....Pet......c.ocoiiiiiil. SMiShJua™AOALtL.....
....... Z7T M toiiiiiiieiiiieeeiieeeieeeee. FLHQrftr. . .fSSBLiCisX.......a t. ... J U t* iMoo @ L & RO
"da-anf / V/5< <DA~J.Y £ i e TM P & o e
'2r\ Drt73& $*....... & W HS*. ... F7ASS & C ... &.9..-0
NOTE—If pee desire an « * » * * » — e. UR,«oeL pfcu.pM » » — — »— o koo«
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made.
Region
Dear Sir/Madam,
Name... Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning
Address
| |

For future reference it has been allocated No.

Yours faithfully
Date / /

For Director
dotm P
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Please note instructions at foot of this page. 1T
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V.i ' e v\ ;| -tA m- .a oo 1 -
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v . fm . 1.
v, ... v.v/i m e e
................ B i,
DESIGNATION . DATE o<
SICNED .
Any papers or documents which may assist in the UnitT h tfe”~ S S notify the circumstance of the
-nior officer on duty a, the unit concerned. On «cetp. of your notfficat.on.
SenfoSlec3 S zZ ffi- - — » .our incident report. n the circumslanc<B of the incident
by S S . .c“S initTnotiSorshouid be confirmed in writing on this form.

C. j. Thompson, Acting Commormealth Covernmem Primer
IMTirT?



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT Folio No..........
Station.............
NO .o

AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT Reg. Off. No.

Central Off. No.

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit.

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type):

Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture :;l_‘er_lal_ WOSFKI
Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual raining Solo
FLIGHT: Last departure poiNt......cccooceuueiiiiiieiiieeiiireeiiee e eeeiee e First point of intended landing............ccc.cccuieeennn. Fit. No

When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable)........cccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinns
DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions:

JS J
7i//S.
0 N0 C M eoon ettt et KO*Z i oo e, Q.tX.WJIM...A 'X M fy
We Y A A, taMifir............. V&
..... Qf=...gaMtAsk#......Q Leceeveeeeeee o Itr P> dZall
....... I
r< crrr”™r 7. e e -‘He*..... CMt...PE..X<rET..*E£....&**
............ THAf Art#...Tv. &um/ss T MBM & p:roAJ. /A 0QLME
<EQ .. U s 9t o D.T&AiS -

NOTE—If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given,
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made.

Region
Dear Sir/Madam,

Name . .. Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning
Address
on i i
For future reference it has been allocated No...

Yours faithfully
Date | |

DOT zz3 T For Director

ro






CALL SiGN AND TYPE M T
ULAWeft—
REMARKS

fk tft/ fftfl/ 16

& ® vESTr fa l

DATE

fki& T/ tricr -

'$ TIME

TNT MY

to
GTj



DCpa; gl <jj m

N i

DOMESTIC FLIGHT PLAN

Filing Time
t Originator
1ANR 1 Aircraft
03 Tvo® C /%7L
Mhi iAlJ:kNjD&QDLER rAR PADARjSSR
_LJ & -W.J
ATA  cs FT0M it proc, etc.
1
Via
Via

Operalroiial Approval

ti

} J H

Air Traffic C ollar

f (method)

br trg
Otrier (specify)

FF
Addresses

V—.. -

o JAircraft : / Class of

fifeN lident. pzs o7 i > Operation

AHF AF . W OF 2 vos fic MrTi"DMKI
\Y, H M it EVU_DiL
Dupaityfc Huiri i,

“ FOR H7 - /»>Q-

Route . - TR . HDG PLN
Segments LSALI j AP Tas mag  WVId vag  GS D'sl- . ET ETA
f/rQ = 's'jji soso0 [?2(/ Il hol/i 5 H

e ry . tyoQ n S Zz U /35 9 % 41
A/ * 600 /5 5 g5 /45
6s>P -
/£33
k i * — "
c iy * %0 m 336 sr5 ., sa
? 3
/ & o So50 # 45 A 91 130 .
. 12 A
ALTN For
ALTN For
ALTN For
Remarks
Mach ~Survival i Pilot 1\ “ 7= Captain \z4ib-*7itH \
CLIAS s 0 IAS ] Beacon Status 1 »
STAGE
s 7 Min  Gal/lb Mm  Gal/lb Min  Gal/lb Min  Galllb Min  Gal/lb
. 5
Climb /t Pift
Cruise —
Altn i Vo
SUB
TOTAL
Variable
Reserve 4
Fixed
Reserve 45
Holding — oo -
(il rcfd)
Taxi .
Fuel s
Required ™
Margin
ialVefi isBr
TOtAL™ .
ENOCE 3 x .
IF NOT ON EULL Ssrtime For arrival at To (A.0MJnit)
GENERAL  REPORTING---m--*~ 09317 * /*V-
. Emergency |:| Water
jatj L GEAR ;
AVIRHIBR | CXRKIEBESEAR. K n t as - [] rations

AIRCRAFT

|PHONE NUMBERS AT

A\Y2

JEnd of Daylight

ro



THHANSCKIFT OF RJDCOIffIGD Cul-KiliNICATIONG BSTWEEM
o u TToirTr.0liAFv vjI-

UOU,to t-T ON /1 OCAjH;:< 1978

LnG.IND

Cessna 1°FL aircraft VIi-DSJ
Fo Melbourne Flight Service bnit
( ) Word/s open bo other interpre
// // i.xplanatory note or editorial

insertion

174

28



TITLE FROM TO TEXT
085350 FS DSJ / DELTA SIERRA JULIET DO YOU WISH TO EXTEND YOUR
f SARTIME FOR YOR >U,RIVAL AT KING ISLAND
- 58 DSJ Fs / /'l open microphone 8 seconds //
DelLTa SILICA JtILI ,T SAY AGAIN
/
92 FS Of# DELTA SIERRA JULIET YOKE HOLDING A SARTIME
OF ZERO NINE THREE ZERO FOR YOUR aRkIVAL AT
KING ISLAND ON TIME INTERVAL YOUR ESTIMATE IS
SISRO NINE ™0 El4liT DYOU AOULD YOU LIKE TO EXTEND
YQUa SaRTIFE
‘59 Ds) f FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET AFFIRMATIVE
=8 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIiIIP ROGER MAKE IT ONE KERO
[JERO ZERO
0859:03 DSJ FS AFFIRMATIVE
05/ FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET
0900:29 DSJ FS - MELBOURNE DELTA §I3»KA JULIES' CARE OTWAY
(DESCENDING FOR) KING ISLAND
: 58 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET
0906: 19 DSJ FS MELBOURNE THIS IS DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS THERE
any KNOAN TRAFFi* below tvk thousand
«
83 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOAN TRAFFIC
26 DS FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET | AV SEEMS (TO) BE A LARGE
AIRCRAFT BEIO.. FIVE THOUSAND
96 FS DSJ ) D DELTA SIERRA JULIET .HAT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT
IS IT -
50 DSJ ES DELTA SIERRA JULIET | CANNOT AFFIRM IT IS
FOUR BRIGHT IT SSEi = TO i{E LIKE LaUDi NG LIGHTS
0907:09 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET
32 DSJ FS MELBOURNE THIS (IS) DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE
' AIRCRAFT HAS JUST 1/io.i.i) OVER OVER riE AT LEIiiST
A THOUSAND FEET ABOVE
93 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND IT IT IS A LARGE
AIRCRAFT CONFIRM
99 DSJ ES ER UNKNOWN DUE TO THE SPEED ITS TRAVELLING IS
THERE ANY AIRFORCE hil a0ORaFI' IN Tils VICINITY
=37 FS DSJ DELTA SIMLA JULIET MD KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN THE

VICIN'ITY



:hJ

L9

0909:02

06

11

L AN

113

x>

:J6

52

0910:07

20

N3

L8

197

0911:03

FROM

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

ro

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

DSJ

TO

FS

DSJ

FS

DsJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

FS

TEXT

MELBOURNE ITS APl 10hGalING NOV* FROM DUE EAST
fOsAKD.j ME

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

// open microphone for two seconds //

DELTA SIERRA JULIET IT SEEMS TO ME THAT UBS
PLii'fINu iiurtij oOi/V 0Oil GAliiii liiiG FLYING O\fihh HE
ITO 'PIAREKI TIMES hT A 'Tj/.E nhT I GOULD
NOT IDENTIFY

DGLTA GIEft A JULJ2T hX)GEH ilflAT ID YOUft ACTUAL
Li'iV ijL

MY LEVEL IS FOUR ADD a HALF THOUSAND FOUR FIVE
HERO .mjEiiO

D....LTA SIERRA JULIET AND CONFIRM YOU CANNOT
IDENTIFY THE AIlI"RAFT

AFFIRMATIVE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER STANDBY

MET BOURNE DILTA .J i.'.. A JULIET ITS NOT AN AIRCRAFT

JT i.i // open microphone for two seconds //

DELTA SleraA JUTjleT ,JELBOURNE can you describe
Tiljl ER .ii iJCi.AFI’

DELTA SIERRA JULIET AS ITS FLYING LAST ITS A

LuilG Sii/Ju'E // open microphone for three seconds //
(CailNUT) IDVETIFY MORE TnAN (TIUT IT HAS SUCH
SFEbD) // open microphone for 3 seconds //

BEFORE HE RIGHT KO« i"JUURNE

DELTA SIHIIRA JULIET ROGER AND HO*. LARGE WOULD
HIE HR UR.JSCT HE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET : iJJ'DURME IT SEMIS LIKE

ITS STATION ARY .JlaT In DOHA. RIGHT Nod IS ORBITING
nilD THE THING IS JUST ORBITING OI'l TOP Oi' ME ALSO

ITS (JUT A GREEN LIGHT AMD SORT OF METALLIC (LIKE)
ITS «li SHINY (O, ) THE OUTSIDE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 3
seconds // LTD JUsy VANISHED

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

Mi'JjBOURILE ..'OillD YOU ivNO.. WHAT KIND OF AIRCRAFT
IVE GOT IS IT (A TYPE) MILITARY AIRCRAFT

i/h

NeZe)



TILE

:00

114

17

07

:04

:09

122

ii

FS

DO

FS

DSJ

FS

Dol

FS

DO

FS

jiSi.

Lanl

FS

iJo<j

FS

DSJ

EG

DSJ

FS

DSJ

FS

DO

JTM

pbstva SI.A< A euLd v CONFrHi THE EH AIKCKAFT
JUG I 'J/JTJfAii‘Jj

SAY AGalll

DELTA SURRA JULIET IS THE AIRCRAFT STILL bitn
You

DELTA SIERRA JULIET (1Ts alJl Nor) // open
microphone P seconds // (NOW) juTLLACKING FROM
TIIE SOUTHWEST

DELTA SIERsA JULIET

DELTA SI.-.ERA JULIET THE encINE 1s IS HouGH
IDLING 1Vs SOT IT SAT aT T.ENTY iiiHEE TREATY
FOUR AVD THij THING IS (COUGHING.)

DELTA si ErfnA JuiloT wCxiER YiiAT ARE YOUR
INTENTIONS

MY INTENTIONS ARE .1II TO 00 to KING IsLaND AH
HIIL NjUdi Til A" SCHANGE AX:-:crziFT IS HOVERING
ON TuiJ o1 WE AGAIN // two second open
microphone // IT Is HOVERING idID ITS ~not AL
[ij ACAAFT

DELTA SIERRA JuLIET

DELTA siErRRA JULIET . ALBOURNE // 1?7 seconds

open microphone /1

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELHOURNE
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Subject

Di.

T.

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE V1167783/1047

MISSING AIRCRAFT : VH-DSJ : 21 OCTOBER 1978

Notes made during a preliminary conversation with Mr. Guido Valentich.

Mr. Guido Valentich is the father of Mr. Frederick Valentich. He visited
this office on 25.10,78 for the purpose of hearing the tape recording concerning
the missing aircraft VH-DSJ in order to identify his son's voice. The following
notes were made during general conversation with Hr. Valentich,

- Frederick worked for an Army Disposals firm at Moonee Ponds.

- He was attending lectures for Commercial Pilot Meteorology. These lectures
were conducted at Essendon Airport on Tuesday nights and from 1300-1700 hours
EST on Saturday afternoons at Moorahhin. He did not know the organisation
or lecturer.

- On Friday night 20.10.78 Frederick had retired about 2230 hours EST on
Saturday morning 21.10.78. He had eaten a light breakfast of orange juice,
cereal and coffee prior to going to work at Moonee Ponds. He would have
finished work at 1200 hours EST and driven to Moorabbin to attend the lectures
at 1300 hours probably without having eaten any lunch. The lectures were to
finish at 1700 hours and he considers that Frederick would have eaten some
take away food from a McDonalds hamburger shop near Moorabbin as this is his
normal practice. He recalled that Frederick was in normal good spirits on
Saturday morning.

- Frederick was a blood donor and gave blood at the City Bank on Tuesday,
17.10.78.

- Frederick's personal doctor was Dr. Pasha of Avondale Heights. He was under-
going treatment for a skin complaint and was taking pills for the complaint.

- Recent employment: Army Disposals : 3 weeks
GVH Foundary X 3.5 months
Commercial Licence Course : 5*6 months
R.M.I.T. : 6 months

- Financially, Fred had no problems. As far as known he owed nothing. He was
generous to the family on anniversaries, etc. His father assisted Frederick
financially with his flying.

- There were no problems at home. Frederick did his share of the home duties.

- Frederick was in the Air Training Corp as a cadet and then as an instructor.
He applied for a position as Radio Tech, in the RAAF about 1978 but was not
successful.

- He wanted a career in aviation and since he missed out on the RAAF, decided to
finish his Commercial Licence and eventually get into Airlines. He wanted to
show everyone, including the RAAF, that he could do it.

- Frederick always had the idea that some people wanted to stop him succeeding
so he didn't discuss his flying or intentions with anyone. He just wanted
to get through and surprise everyone by showing them that he could actually
do it.

1572 (R.v.3/77) INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE
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Section No

Title P
CONTINUATION SHEET INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE V11/~/783/1047 i

SUBJECT

- Frederick was a firm believer in UFOs. He had saved articles and information
on UFOs, read "Chariot of the Gods" and other books and went to see movies
on the subject. This interest started when he was at school about six years
ago. His belief had been strengthened recently when he was allowed to see the
RAAF's confidential files on UFOs at East Sale and at Laverton. He wouldn't
discuss these details with his family as they were confidential.

- His mother saw a UFO one night. She called Fred and he saw it too. It was a
large light, ten times larger than a star, was stationary for a while and
then moved off at a great speed. This happened about eight months ago.

a
- His father eventually became convinced that UFOs existed.

- Frederick worried about attack from UFOs and what they could do. His father
had told him there was nothing they could do and so no point in worrying.

- His father is unsure about what Rhonda Rushton (Frederick's girlfriend) had said
about them going out on Saturday night (21,10.78). He knows Fred was going to
be home and thinks something about her statement is fishy but doesn't know what.

- Fred's memory was good for important matters but he sometimes overlooked
unimportant things.

P. GRAHAM
INVESTIGATOR

D.o.T. 149N (Rev. 8/77) CONTINUATION SHEET
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Po9e
INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE V 16/783/1047

MISSING AIRCRAFT, VH-DSJ : 21 OCTOBER 1978

Discussion with Miss R. Rushton on 24 October 1978

Miss Rhonda Rush-ton of 3 Bradford Avenue, Preston (telephone 411-2479)
was a close friend of the pilot of C182L, VH-DSJ which Became missing on
21 October, 1978. She visited the Regional Office and agreed to assist in the
investigation concerning the aircraft and the possible actions taken by the
pilot.

Miss Rushton stated she was "just 17" years of age, and that she worked
at the Right-Owl Pharmacy of 743A Gilbert Road, Reservoir.

She advised she last saw Fred Yalentich on Friday night, 20 October
1978, at about 9.00 p.m. EST, after he had finished work at the Army Disposals,
139 Puckle Street, Moonee Ponds. In their conversation it became evident to
her that he had forgotten he said he would take her out on Saturday night. The
forthcoming flight to King Island was discussed, and together they evolved the
schedule of:departure Moorabbin 1600, land King Island 1730* pick up crayfish,
leave 1800, land Moorabbin 1930. As it was a 20 minute drive from the airport
to Preston she suggested Valentich put his good clothes in which to take her
out, in his car when he left home early on Saturday.

Since the aircraft went missing, she had seen the car at Moorabbin, and
was aware that no clothes were in it. From her experience, Valentich was
probably wearing a tri-coloured brown and white jumper and brown slacks, his
usual flying clothing and she believed he would have carried with him a blue,
short raincoat, very similar to those worn by RAAF personnel, as this was his
"good luck coat" (his words)e

Discussing possible movements of Valentich during the day she believed
he would have left home, without having breakfast, gone to work, not eaten
luncheon, then gone to the tutorial classes for his Commercial Pilot Licence,
at Moorabbin, and stayed there (as she was now aware) until about 1700 EST,
Most probably the pilot then went to MacDonald's take away food store near
Southland, on the Nepean Highway to purchase food. She believed he would have
ordered "two Big Macs, two cheeseburgers, a fillet of fish and some chips", and
most probably would have drank a carton of Coca-Cola,

Miss Rushton said Valentich was a "big eater" and that he always ate
slowly, and she believed he would have driven to the beach and sat in his car
facing the sea while eating.

Asked concerning Valentich drinking habit, she stated he never had more
than two alcoholic drinks, usually beer, and after these he remained on soft
drink. She then volunteered the information that Valentich "wasn't himself
Friday night". That usually he is cheerful, and outwardly very happy, hut
underneath on Friday he was not quite in the spirit of things.

To her knowledge his health was good, he didn't have a cold or other
minor physical ailments, and so far asshe was aware he was not taking any self
medication for such complaints. The only thing she could offer was that he was
taking Coraycin capsules for a facial rash, and that he was not to partake of
dairy products.

0j ,T. 1572 (Rev. 3/77) INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE
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Concerning the flight of 21 October 1978, Valentich had not discussed it
with her to any degree hut she was now aware he had discussed it with her mother,
apparently while waiting for her at some previous time. The gist of the con-
versation had been that he had earlier intended to take his father on the flight;
that he was "scared of the water" (her words) and that the "plane is an old one"
(his words). Miss Bushton was aware her boyfriend had made the flight -.ooraobin
to King Island before but she was uncertain if he had flown the route at night.

One strange thing had occurred a week earlier they were in the habit of
celebrating the monthly anniversary of their meeting and for the fifth anniversary
Valentich had decided to give her a friendship ring. Although he was well aware of
mdie date of the anniversary (20 October), despite her protestations he had insisted
giving it to her on 15 October. He apparently had told his friends of his intent
to give her the ring. She had no explanation for his action.

Asked had she flown with Valentich before, she said she had many times, *
but never at night. One notable flight had been in a Cessna aircraft to Newcastle
about 6-10 weeks ago. Originally four other passengers were to have been at
Moorabbin at 0400 hours, but they had not shown up by 0600 hours and Valentich
had gone without them. The flight to Newcastle, (Aeropelican airstrip) had been
uneventful but they had had to fly over solid cloud for about a half hour. They
had found a hole and descended through it.

She considered that as a flight plan had to be submitted at Bankstown for
the return flight to Moorabbin, Valentich had flown to Bankstown, and entered the
"Sydney Restricted Zone, as told to do so by Sydney". Valentich had experienced
difficulty landing the aircraft and had to make several attempts. The reason was
that the "control column v/as locked", Valentich had sweated profusely in this
situation, such that she had used his handkerchief to mop his brow to prevent the
sweat blurring his vision. She stated that i.e always sweated wnen something
unexpected or a little out of the ordinary occurred and she was aware of the change
in her boyfriend's voice when these situations arose.

Other flights she had made with Valentich were from Moorabbin to Essendon,
and back by various routes, sight-seeing the city's prominent features. She said
she was impressed by what Valentich knew of aircraft, and that she considered him to
be "a very good pilot".

However, she was aware of some unusual habits he had while flying, n.ese
concerned the use of the radio. She was aware he usually "clicked" the microphone
button after transmitting, and that he never put it back in the rack, but left the
microphone on his lap where, because of his leg actions, it was sometimes activated.
He also had the habit of polishing or rubbing the microphone on his jumper sleeve
before using it.

She stated Valentich had long legs and that after a period of time it was
his habit to release the seat and to push it rearward, which again sometimes®
operated the microphone on his lap. She was of the opinion the "metallic noise"
mentioned in the newspaper could have been the seat sliding rearward, with the
microphone transm itting.

Miss Rushton had no knowledge of how Valentich used the engine to fly,
when asked. She then said she considered he was "usually overcautious"”, that he
likes to think things well ahead and believed that he would have entered the
aircraft wearing the life jacket. She said Valentich always had a plan to coyer
possible emergencies, she had frequently been told when flying that "if anything
goes wrong, look for a straight road or a long paddock without fences" (Valentich's

D.o.T. 149N (Rev. 8/77) CONTINUATION SHEET
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words). She said Valentich always thought before he acted, albeit rapidly, he
never acted instinctively.

The matter of unidentified flying objects, then the subject of such media
coverage, was raised. She advised that when out driving in the Dandenong Ranges
on Sunday 15 October 1978&»> Valentich had said to her, "if a TJO landed in front of
me now, 1 would go in it, but never without you'. Other subjects had been dis-
cussed during the drive, mainly of social interest, but Valentich had commented
to some length on the subject of "everybody iIs out to grab money - there is not
enough left for everybody - people would have to starve'.

Miss Rushton was aware Valentich had clippings on UEOls but she didn"t
consider him an avid collector, but just with an average interest on the subject.

The reference to a landing UPO, on 15 October was his only reference to
the subject on that day, and on other occasions such references have been very
short and never in any depth.

Asked concerning his personality, Miss Rushton said Valentich held
problems *"in the back of his mind”, and that he "held them as a list’, and when
he had worked out a solution, he mentally crossed it off.

He had lied to her very soon after their First meeting, that he had passed
his meteorology subject for his commercial licence, and after four months he had
admitted to his lie, and that he was repeating the subject. She said he had '‘no-one
to talk his problems out with, but she was aware he had long talks with a Robert
Bams, about flying and flying problems.

Hiss Rushton was thanked for her assistance.

J.C. SAKDERCOGK
INVESTIGATOR

D.O.T. 149N (Rev. 8/77) CONTINUATION SHEET
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INVESTIGATOR'S ASSESSMENT OF MISS RUSHTON

Miss Rushton was considered by the investigator to be an honest and
dependable witness. Although young she was seen to be a stable person for her
years. She obviously cared greatly for Valentich and in the time of her
acquaintance was proud to be associated with him, as a pilot and because of his
physique and his association with the Victorian Squadron of the Air Training Corps.
To some extent this shows a measure of her being impressionable, but not outside her
years.

The investigator gained the impression that Valentich had chosen Miss Rushton
carefully, as someone to discuss his problems with, she being receptive, perhaps
more so than a girl of 18-20 years, who might have rejected his problems and ideas
and pushed him aside.

The impression was gained that Miss Rushton was becoming aware that Valentich

was "different” from her other male acquaintances and that she was being used as a
"prop", based on the phrase used and the tone of some of her comments.

J.G. SANDERCOCK
INVESTIGATOR

D,0.T . 1572 (Rbv.3/77) INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE
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MISSING AIRCRAFT, VH-BSJ : 21 OCTOBER 1978

Biscussion with Mr. Gregory Reaburn

Mr. Reaburn is a personal friend of Mr. Fred Valentich, They have "been

friends for seven or eight years. Mr. Reaburn visited Regional Office for the
purpose of giving background information on Mr. Valentich. During an informal
discussion he gave the following information.

They had been in the Air Training Corps, together for some years and both
were very interested In weapons.

The two saw each other on average twice a week. This was on Tuesdays and
Fridays when they attended the Ailr Training Corps.

Valentich told him that he had applied to join the RAAF as aircrew but that
he had not been accepted because of inadequate educational qualifications.
After further education he had tried again but was still not accepted. The
two were In camp together in August 1978 at RAAF East Sale when Valentich
confided he liad been knocked back by the RAAF for the second time.

Valentich was disappointed about not getting into the RAAF and it had made
him quite determined to get his Commercial Pilot"s licence and fly for the
airlines just to show the RAAF he could do it.

Valentich had been going with his girlfriend for five months and they were
very close. He had recently given her a friendship ring,

Mr. Reaburn thought it would be quite out of the question that Valentich would
commit suicide or purposely fly the aircraft to a remote location to get away
from society. Valentich was fax too close to his family, girlfriend and friends
1a contemplate such actions.

Concerning Valentich®s family situation, Mr. Reaburn said he knew Valentich"s
father was helping out financially with his son®s flying and he also knew
that there had been a family argument recently. He did not know what the
argument was about. Valentich was living at home and in general Reaburn
thought the family was very close.

Concerning health, to his knowledge Valentich was not on any form of self
medication. He had never known him to suffer from fits or turns,to pass out
or have hallucinations. Valentich did suffer from a skin complaint and had
been told by his doctor not to drink too much milk because of this complaint.

Valentich was very strict regarding alcohol/flying. He never took much alcohol
at all and would never take any after 2000-2100 hours of an evening prior to
flying the next day. He was most definitely not part of the drug scene.
Reaburn considered that Valentich was the sort of person who would go straight
to the police If he knew of anyone who was on drugs.

Dj.T. 1572 (Rev. 3/77) INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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- Reabum was aware that Valentich had planned to fly to King Island but he did not
know on what particular day. He knew that Valentich was going to bring back a
crayfish for the OIC of the Air Training Corps (Squadron Grandy) but he had only
found this out since the aircraft disappeared.

- He had only ever flown with Valentich on one occasion and that was in a heli-
copter during their camp at Bast Sale in August 1978. Some of the pilots from
Longford are involved with the Air Training Corps at Bast Sale and one of these
pilots had taken them up in a helicopter. Valentich had flown the helicopter and
according to Reabum, the pilot said Valentich flew it well.

- Reabum said he was aware that Valentich had flown to Newcastle and back since
they had been in camp at East Sale, during August. Reabum had been asked to
go but he could not afford his share of the cost,

- His general impression of Valentich®"s character was that he is not prone to
hasty decisions or panic. He always stops and thinks about the situation before
taking any action. They had once been lost in the bush together whilst on an Air
Training Corps camp and Valentich had not been the slightest bit perturbed about it.

- Both he and Valentich believed in UFOs but not to any fanatical extent. They had
discussed UFOs and their beliefs were on the basis that if people on earth are
capable of sending space vehicles to Mars and the moon then why would inhabitants
of another planet not be capable of the same thing.

- Reabum was sure that Valentich would have been wearing his life jacket on the trip
to King Island. Valentich was not keen about flying over water and if ever he had
any choice in the matter he would fly over land. This was because Valentich was
not a good swimmer and would probably just give up if he had to come down in the
water.

- Reabum thought that some of the circumstances were a little strange. Valentich
had arranged to pick up his girlfriend at 7.30 p.m. to take her out but he had
also told his father that he would be home from flying at 10.00 p.m. Such a dual
arrangement was very uncharacteristic of Valentich, yet there was absolutely no
way he could pick up his girlfriend at 7.30 p.m. I1f ever he was going to be late
for an appointment he would advise those concerned by way of a phone call.
Reabum was also wondering what Valentich did with the time between finishing
his lecture at Moorabbin 1700 hours and taking off 1820 hours. He thought that
Valentich may have gone to McDonalds for some take-away food which he did on
occasions.

- Valentich did not gamble at all, nor was he in any financial bother, to Reabum®s
knowledge. He had no police record or any problems that would be causing him any
deep concern. He was studying hard for his meteorology exam and was worried as
to whether he could pass it.

- Valentich joined the Air Training Corp some three years later than Reabum and did
not get promoted beyond Cadet LAC. Reabum did not considered this significant;
nor did he think it bothered Valentich in any way.

- Valentich had never spoken to Reabum about being disorientated in an aircraft
either during his training or since he had obtained his licence.

S.G. SPINKS
INVESTIGATOR

D.o.T. 149N (Rev. 8/77) CONTINUATION SHEET
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1976

CONFIDENTIAL

FREDERICK VALENTICH - HISTORY

/

9 June date of birth

Keilor Heights High School

Left school at end of Form 4
Results at end of Form 4

"eExcellent” - Physical Education

""Above Average" -

"Average"' - Italian, History, Metal Work
"Below Average'" - Geography, English, Science, Graphics
"Fail"™ - Maths A, Maths B

- (Believed to have been studying for leaving Certificate)

m (Believed to have been studying for Leaving Certificate)

+

Applied to EAAF

Test Results - "very low scores, indicative low 1.Q,. fit for
unskilled work only".

Enrolled HKIT - electronics, maths physics
Withdrew from EMIT in July

Student Pilot Licence issued 24.2.77

Solo June

Theory Exam result passed "Basic Aeronautical Knowledge"™ at
third attempt 11.8.77

Flight Test result passed "Restricted Private Pilot" at second
attempt September

Restricted PPL issued 25.9.77 with 57 flying hours
PI"L Theory Exam results

INav* passed at second attempt



1973

Met* passed at first attempt *

"Aircraft Performance and Operation* passed at fifth attempt.

"Air Legislation* passed at third attempt.

CPL Theory Exam results - October 1977 - sat for and failed all

five exams.

Passed PPL Navigation test flight at second attempt 19*1.78
PPL Area Restriction lifted 27.1.79 at 89 hours

CPL Theory Exam results April 1978 - sat for and failed all
five exams

Class 4 Instrument Rating issued 11.5.78 at 147 hours

CPL Theor?”/ exam results July 1978 - Sat for and failed three
exams - did not sit others

July 1978 involved in two incidents at 160 hours

1) Penetration of SY Control Zone due poor navigation.
Warning letter sent to him.

2) On two occasions deliberately flew into cloud.
Prosecution was being considered.

Aircraft VH-DSJ and pilot disappeared on 21.10.78

Other Points

Pilot log book not found.

At time of disappearance he was working as a shop assistant but

devoting most of his energy to flying. *
As a boy he had been an Air Training Corps cadet.

In 1977 after he had started flying he returned to the Corps
as an unpaid civilian helper.

He later was taken on with the rank of Airman, 'texcic /XR:

t Se-vvice. (<ci-vo-wjtec
He was well thought of by friends and acquaintances.”®

He was determined to succeed as a pilot.

He told everybody he had passed some CPL theory exams.

t



F,U Pog>
' 1
INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE vtlle/ 78271047 E3

Subject

EDUCATION : F. VALEHTICH 26.10.78

Enrolment and study R.M_1.T. 1977

Subjects: Circuit Theory 1 hour
Electronics lhour
Electronic Circuits 1 hour
Mathematics 1hour
Physics 1 hour

Communications and Report Writing

On 12.7.77 he withdrew from Electronics and Electronic Circuits,
On 22.7.77 he withdrew completely. Reason given as commencing Commercial and
Senior Commercial Pilot Course.

Keilor Heights High School
From Deputy Principal

Form 4 in 1974 (Intermediate Standard)
Left school at Form 4 level in 1974.

Results Form 4: Physical Education "A"
Italian }fs
Geography
English 'ﬁul/\
Maths A < difficulty in comprehension
Maths B T L
Metalwork
Science

History
Graphics

lacks understanding
difficulty with expression

sEler

>

A - Excellent

B - Above Average

C - Average

D - Below Average

I - Unacceptable Level

P. GRAHAM
INVESTIGATOR
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AR_A.A_P. CONPIDMTUIL REPORT

Re F. Valentich.

D.O.T. P2/1572

Applied for RAAP in 1976.

At time was repeating leaving.

Was Aptitude and Psych, tested 24.5»76.

Was only interested in "being trained as a Radio Tech.

Scores on tests were very low — indicative of a low X.Q. (Ffailed all uests).
Considered fit for unskilled work only.

Dossiers kept for two years - his has "been destroyed.

A computer printout on him is held "by RAAP - they would supply us with what
info they have on formal request.

P. GRAHAM
INVESTIGATOR

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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COMMERCIAL PILOT LICENCE EXAMINATION : F. VALEMTICH

History of examination, enrolments and results of Frederick Valentich.
Exam 1 of March. 1978
Enrolled for all five Commercial subjects and Senior Commercial Met.

Results - Failed all subjects.

Exam 2 of July 1978
Enrolled for Nav, Performance and Engines.

Results - failed all subjects.

Exam 3 of November 1978

Enrolled Com. Met, Principles of Fit and Senior Com. Met.

P. GRAHAM
INVESTIGATOR
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MISSING AIRCRAFT ; VH-DSV : 21 OCTOBER 1978

Conversation with Don Sowman

Log Book; Hot at S.A.S.

Standard;

Failed him first time Unrestricted.
- Average only.

- OK on instruments.

- No mention of UFOs,

- Not a drinker that he knows,

- Financially - ran up a $500 bill but he paid it out before this
trip.

- No mention of problems or disturbances.
- Seemed vague at times.

- Mdn*t know him well.

- 100 hourly on Friday 20.10.78.

- Flown by V. Alfonso on Saturday 21.10.78 who works at Schutts (Brents).
- Ho autopilot,

- Single ADF.

- No strobe.

- One rotation beacon on tail.

Payment of Bill;

- S.A.S. asked him about account when it was $360. He said his passengers
to SY had given him a little money prior to flight but not all and he
would have to chase it up.

Note: Only Valentich and girlfriend went. No passengers.

P. GRAHAM
INVESTIGATOR
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VH-DSJ : RADIO EQUIPMENT

Spoke to Ken Novity and Instructor, Mr. Day of Southern Air Re VH-DSJ
communication equipment at 1445 EST on 23*10,78.

- DSJ has VHP HP and is equipped with a speaker and hand held microphone.

- Valentich was not carrying a headset when he went out to the aircraft prior
to departure on this trip and did not have a hag that would carry one.

- Passed to SIGS(B) at 1500 EST.

P. GRAHAM
INVESTIGATOR

23.10.78

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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CONVERSATIONS WITH SAS INSTRUCTORS AND PILOTS

Warren Dunlop

- Valentich was sensible pilot,
- Didn" t drink,
- No mention of drugs,

- No mention of UFOs.

Martin Dalton

- Quiet, sincere, sensible,

- Interested in joining RAAF as pilot,
- Had interviews, tests, etc,

- No drink, smoke,

- Got on well with all,

- Never spoken of UFOs,

- No mention of drugs,

Ross Carrington

- Did Commercial Pilot Course with him about April,
- He seemed quite happy about his future,
- Full of enthusiasm, never depressed,

- Attempting to join RAAF aircrew. Still doing his Commercial Licence so he
would have one or the other,

- He 1is quiet on first contact but was quite natural after that,
- Got on well with people,

- Only had Com, MET to do,

- Didn"t drink or smoke.

- No mention of drugs or UFOs,

Bob Hope (instructor)

- Flew with Valentich on Tuesday afternoon to check him on type VH-DSJ C182,
- Average pilot,

- Relative quiet chap.

- VH-DSJ has a hand-held microphone.

- Wasn"t carrying a headset.

- Wanted to join RAAF aircrew.

- As far as he knows he doesn"t drink, smoke or take drugs.

- Saw him just prior to departure and he seemed perfectly sober and in good

D.O.T. P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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frame of mind.,
- Took four life jackets. He was picking up friends at King Island.

- He had originally intended going on Tuesday, 17.10.78, hut cancelled due NX,

P. GRAHAM
INVESTIGATOR
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Department science and the en® ronment u

BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY
Regional Office Vic. Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne
Telephone: 662 2555 Area Code: 03 Telegrams: WHR Melbourne Telex: AA30544

fibuio

POSTAL ADDRESS: REGIONAL DIRECTO R. BUREAU! OF METEOROLOGY. P.0. Biox 1836M. MELB. VIC. 3001

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE RCD 3C oCcT 1979 \29 October 1979

Director, |HE5LN0

Vic/Tas Region,
Department of Transport,
GPQ Box 1733P,

MELBOURNE 3001

MISSING AIRCRAFT - VHD5J - BASS STRAIT 21.10.76

On the evening of 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient
extended westward from eastern Bass Strait through southwest”
Victoria to Adelaide. Conditions were perfect for night flying
aver Victoria with no more than 2/8 SC 5000/7000 ft and scattered
cirrus about 30,000 ft. Visibility was excellent at about 3D km
and more. Temperatures at 0800Z ranged from 25/27C north of the
ranges to 21 south of ranges to 17C at Cape Otway and Wilson®s
Promontory and 15C/13C at King and Flinders Is. The Ilower
seaboard temperatures indicate a shallow surface inversion below
1000 ft. This probably accounted for some haziness about Cape
Otway - S5urface winds were very light being less that 10 knots
throughout Victoria with slight sea breezes about the coastal
fringe. State of sea reported from Cape Otway and Wilson®s Prom,
was smooth seas with low swell from the southwest. The oil platlorm
at Kingfish A. reported a calm to rippled sea with a 3 ft south-
westerly swell. QWH readings ranged from 1022 mb at King 5.,

1023 mbs at Flinders 1Is. and Melbourne, 1024 mb at Gabo Is. and
Wagga to 1021 mb at Mildura and 1022 at Mt Gambier.

The probable winds along the intend

AMM8/CTY 1000 ft VRB 05
2000 Tt 020/1 0

5000 Tt 350710

7000 Tt 310/15

10000 ft 270/20

CTY/AMK1 1000 340/1 0.
2000 33071 5

5000 320/15

7000 310720

10000 290/25

The winds elsewhere were:
North of Adelaide/Wagga/Nowra up to Lat 30S:

2000 03071 5

0 050/15 to 18 NSW coast
1%% 050/20 to NSW coast



Wpstern Victoria and SE BOUYEH fuistralial

VRB 10

2000
2000 010/15
2000 330/1 5
10000 300720

Eastern Victoria:

2000 030/1 0
5000 340710
300/1 5

1(% 270/ 15

Gippsland coast and east Boss Strait:

Island.
,000/2000 VRBD5 becoming 320/15 toward Flinders

50D0 290/1 5

7000 280720

(‘ID 270/25

Lat.405 - freshening westerlies

5outh of )

2000 270/20 to 30 over Essrz]";gi'g

5000 270/25 to 30 over Hobart

270/30 to 40 over
coas t was

Tha cleud conditions

in most areas

relatively free from low 'sTand mid-north of NSW where scattered  to

nd thickened over n“rth“~*ee apout 12,000 ft.
roken AcAa developed w?th base eBou )

(R.K._ STIBBS)
- Rpgional THrector,---—--



IN HEPLY PLFASF QUOTE

$x
/t</ XT3 [CN'AB

ll!x_
ofo./?** nN1/N.
/L *
M
Zf-

f.

/?7—

°77?

54

>/ N>

—£>w

N QAN NLA 5770275
S$F>?2//*/>?



rf-r

DEPARTMENTO)F SCIENCE AND THE ENVIRONMENT

BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY
Regional Office Vic. Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne
Telephone: 662 2555 Area Code: 03 Telegram*: WHR Melbourne Telex: AA30544

POSTAL ADDRESS: REGIONAL DIRECTOR, BUREAU Of METEOROLOGY, P.O, BOX 1B38M. MELB. VIC. 3001

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS. MOORABBIN - CAPE OTWAY - KING [I5LAND

063070930 GMT 21/10/197S -
t

le At 0800 GMT 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient
extended westward from eastern Bass 5trait through southwest
Victoria toward Adelaide.

The pressure range waS3 Melbourne 1023.5 mb,
Cape Otway 1023.2 mb and King Is. 1022.6 mb

Surface 1i1sotherms”

21°C Melbourne — Warrnambool
17°C Wilsons Prom - Point Lonsdale - Cane Otway
o 'f* 37N
. 13°C Lat 40 5 Long 146yE - Lat L . 5 Long 144-/E -
Lat 403 5 Long 144E - Lat 39~ 5 1 V 3-"E*
2. Conditions were perfect for night flying. Although a

trace of *stratocumulus at 5000/7000 ft and scattered cirrus at
30000ft were reported, no cloud was detectable between the
Victorian Ranges and the northern Tasmania coast on the infra-
red Sdtellite pictures at 0600 and 090Q GMT. There was no
turbulence and visibility was excellent. An airborne aircraft
over King Is. at 1000 GMT could clearly see the light from

Cape Otway Lighthouse.

3* At 0000 GMT all reported surface winds were less than
10 knots. Cape Otway reported calm. Since light sea-breezes
occurred along the coast during the afternoon, j.t 2 ITkelv that

shallow inversions of about 2C"below 500 ft still existed in some
areas at 0900 GMT. With the onset of nocturnal cooling it 1is
likely that shallow surface inversions of up to 3C developed
below 200 ft over the land and coastal fringe by 0900 GMT. It is
nnnsjdBTed +L-"t there were - surface 1inversions over the sea but
rarner very siable, possibly isothermal layers below 1000 ft.

Laver ton radiosonde at 1100 GMT indicated a subsidence
inversion of 3°C between 7000 ft and 8000 ft. This iInversion
piDbably extended south to Cape Otway but further south toward
King Island, the inversion would be less defined and pcssibly
just an isothermal layer.

A7

J
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mWinds and temperatures along the route were probably:

Moorabbin/Cape Otway. The Dew Points are estimates only.JoO
1000 ft  variable 5 knots Temp + 16 Dew point + 11
2000 " 020710 14 i +

5000 " 350/1D n 4 7 n Zero

7000 " 310/1 5 i1 it - 3

1 000D " 270/20 " zero n dry

Cape Otway/King Island ,

1000 340/10 Temp + 13 -Dew Point + 10
2000 330/1 5 t? + 11 »l
5000 320/1 5 no4 7 it .+ é
7000 310/20 o+ 4 it Zero
10000 290/25 it zero n dry
x> Meteorological balloon flights were carried out at

Mt Gambler and Laverton at 3 pm. Both balloons had burst by
0630 GMT. The next balloon flights were not carried out until

(R.K. 5TIBBS)
for Regional Director, Vic
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

MATERIALS RESEARCH LABORATORIES "
CORDITE AVENUE. MARIBYRNONG, VICTORIA AS Tt~

P.O0. SOX SO ASCOT VALE. VIC,. 3032
TELEGRAMS MARELABS MELBOURNE

Telephone 31 7222, Ext. Our Reference: Date:  * 197

Director,

Department of Transport,

Transport House,

108 Lonsdale Street,

MELBOURNE, VIC. 3000 (Attention: Mr. [1.S. Smith)

Your Reference: V116/783/1047

Water Samples ex Bass Strait

The samples were solvent extracted to remove any hydrocarbon-based
material. The extracts were then examined by both Gas Chromatography and
a combination of this with Mass Spectrometry.

Both samples yielded very small quantities of hydrocarbon oil,
however the analyses indicated that these were more consistent with
bunkering fuel oil than with either gasoline or lubricating oil. The
peaks observed fell into a range somewhat between these two materials
and hence could not be attributed to either.

The difficulty of sampling an oil slick of this nature which
heralds its presence with little more than a coloured pattern on the surface
is well known. It is an area of activity where undoubtedly some development
work would be of value. The only advice that 1 can offer is a personal
belief that a large thin flat sponge floated on the surface of the slick
would be better than any scoop arrangement. The sponge or sponges could
then be placed immediately into plastic bags for carriage and storage.

In this context the sponge could well be a sheet of synthetic material
such as Is sold by the Clark Rubber Company.



MINUTE

victoria/tasmania region

V116.783.1047

ASSU

Theoretically microwave radiation travels in straight lines, but
in practice, due to the effects of the atmosphere, refraction occurs causing
the rays to be bent downwards so that they follow more closely the surface
of the earth. The degree of refraction depends on the density of the
atmosphere at various levels. The vital level is reached when the curve of
the ray equals the curvature of the earth so forming what is known as a
"radio duct'. Below this level, the ray is bent towards the earth, strikes
the earth and then is trapped within the duct causing certain radars to see
beyond the geometrical horizon. This is known as anomalous propogation or
super-refraction. This occurs when the upper air is unusually warm and dry
compared to the earth"s surface so favouring the formation of radio ducts.
This condition is likely to exist in fine, clear, settled weather conditions.

Another phenomenon associated with anomalous propogation is
"second time round returns"™ which are radar returns received on the second
rotation of the aerial head from the first transmission and are of distant
objects normally out of radar range.

The notes of the radar controller show typical returns associated
with the above phenomena. Bis remarks in regard to sea returns cannot be
substantiated, little is known of effect of sea returns on equipment used by
airways operations. It is possible that the return noted as a weather return
could be a "second time round return" from a geographical feature of Tasmania.

M.J. HARWOOD
OATS
17-9-1981

D.0.T.1983
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SPECIALIST REPORT V' 16/783/1047

TiTT; List of appsndsd documents

Missing Cessna 182L VH-LEJ
Bass Strait 21 October 1978
Human Factors Aspects

AUthOr  MHF

Bei,a5?: B.J. Mahony

Frederick VALEIITICH (pilot) satisfied the medical requirements for initial issue
of SPL on 8.2.77 when his weight was recorded as 120 Ibs. He claimed no aeronautical
experience at that date. There was no medical history of significance and no licence
limitations were imposed,

2 On 21.10.78 Valentich was engaged in a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to
King Island when he reported that a large craft with numerous lights was hovering above
him. Transmissions ceased shortly afterwards and subsequent calls from Melbourne FSH
were not answered. Despite an extensive search neither aircraft or wreckage has been

| found.

Jj3 In addition to having access to the air safety investigator®s findings, the writer
lalso interviewed the father and girl friend of Valentich and studied a copy of the tape of
:of the final transmissions from VH-DSJ in an attempt to build up a human factors

| background to this occurrence.

4 Frederick was bom 1in Australia of ltalian parents from Trieste. Father speaks
"fractured" but understandable English but mother and two younger children speak no
English. The language of choice in the home is Italian but Frederick was not fluent and
father always corrected Frederick"s spoken Italian which Frederick resented, Frederick
was a below average scholar and obtained a poor result in his Leaving Certificate.

5 Catholicism is the religion of the family but they are not regular churchgoers.
Father expressed his disappointment that Frederick only attended church at Christmas,
Easter and on "special occasions” and he tried to persuade Frederick to attend more often.
Frederick"s girl friend is a Methodist.

6 Frederick was a very keen member of the Air Training Corps. He devoted a great
deal of time to these activities which he enjoyed and he was proud to wear the uniform.
He had ambitions to become an Air Force pilot but his educational qualifications
precluded this.

7 He was at pains to be accepted and respected by his superiors (in the ATC) and

by his peers. Although always appearing to be above reproach, he had lied to to his
father, to his ATC officers and to his girl friend about having passed subjects for his

CPL when he had, in fact, failed. He had also told the owner of the aircraft that, on

this last flight, he had arranged to collect a consignment of crayfish from King Island and
to bring back passengers who were waiting for him; neither of which was true*

8 Father was convinced, and remains so according to subsequent media publicity, that
his son was "captured"™ by a U.F.O0 and that he would be returned when "they" had finished
investigating him. Frederick showed a great interest in UFOs and had a collection of
books, articles and clippings on the subject but father did not tiink that his son was as
convinced of their existence as he himself was.

/2.

D.o.T . 1571 (R«v. 3/77) SPECIALIST REPORT
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CONTINUATION SHEET

O

SUBJECT

9 Frederick®"s girl friend seemed to enjoy the publicity limelight surrounding the
disappearance. She did not appear to be unduly concerned and gave the impression that
she expected to see him again. She claimed that there was a permanency to her
relationship with Frederick and that they had plans for becoming engaged, but father
dismissed the relationhips as being of no consequence.

10 In the absence of any further concrete evidence, one can only suggest a number
of hypothesis to explain this disappearance s

(@ VUFO intervention - no further comment apart from the observation that there
were no sighting reports of a brightly illuminated craft large enough to
take on board a Cessna 182.

(*) Disorientation - at the place and time of the occurrence, this is a distinct
possibility and even probability. On the other hand, it would have resulted
in uncontrolled impact with the sea and one would have expected wreckage to
result.

Co) Controlled landing on the sea with the intention of escaping from the
aircraft before it sank. This could have been successful or not successful.
In either case no wreckage would be found and, in the latter event, the body
could still be in the aircraft.

(d) Successful landing elsewhere. Perhaps Valentich was not where he said he
was and he landed in a remote location.

(o) Crash elsewhere when attempting (d) and the wreckage has not yet been
discovered.

24.8.81

CA 149N (1968) CONTINUATION SHEET
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INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE VI|16/783/1047  per

Subject

GLIDER TOW

Phone call from Inspector Pox, D24 (15-50) 23.10.78.
A Senior Constable Campbell of Forrest (052/36-6372) had a report
from some children of an aircraft towing a glider in the Barwon Downs

(Apollo Bay) area at about 5*30-6.00 p.m. on Saturday 21 October,

The Report was made because it was unusual for a glider to be in
that part of the State.

A_G. HARRIS
INVESTIGATOR

D.O.T. P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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V 16/785/1047 JSL ’

* INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE

Subject

REPORT FROM MR. J. SNOW

A John Snow rang re UPO - 25.10.78.
He was driving his car on Saturday night (21.10.78) at about 11.45
in the Barwon Heads area when his eleven year old son saw a greenish/white

of some length flash quite fast across the sky to the south.

Not observed by any other member of the family in the car as it
apparently had moved too fast.

A_G. HARRIS
INVESTIGATOR

Dji.T, 1572 (Rev . 3/77) INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE V1 i6/°783/1047 63

Subject

REPORT PROM MR. P. PARR

At approximately 1800 hours on 22 October 1978, 1 received a telephone
call at my home from:

Mr. P. Parr,
29 Adrian Street,
Burwood. Telephone after 1400 hours 29-1003.

Hr. Parr stated that he was a responsible person, an officer in RAAP
reserve and he did not wish to create the opinion that he was a nut.

At about 1855 hours on Saturday 21 October 1978 he was travelling from
Ht. Waverley in a southerly direction along Huntingdale Road. He observed a
shower of very bright metallic ’scintillations®™ to the south,high in tiie
at an angle of about 45° from the horizontal 1.5 of arc in vertical plane
and 1° of arc in the lateral plane. About 30 bright centres. Followed by
a dark con trail moving from south to north. At first he thought it to be
a meteor shower.

1.S. SMITH
INVESTIGATOR

D.O.T. P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE



NEW FOLIO

NUMBERING
SYSTEM

EFFECTIVE 25/5/81

As from this enclosure a
new folio numbering system will come
into operation.



