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Saturday, October 21 brought the
world the most pubticized sighting of
the year. the mysterious case of
Australian pilot Fred Valentich. As a
rule, tUR has difficulty obtaining
information on a foreign case, but
this one is an exception, for there is
only so much that anyone can know
about it. The solitary witness is "un-
available for comment™ ., , . perhaps
torever. The sources ol IUR's infar-
mation on this matter spring from 70
newspaper clippings from Australia
and the U.S., direct calls 10 news
departments in Meibourne, reports
lrom Harry Griesburg, Paul Norman
and Bill Chalker overseas and infor-
mation submitted by Michaei Duggin
of the University ot Sydney and Dr.
Richarg Haines in the U.S

Frederick Paul Valentich, 20, had
spent three years as a cadet and
volunteer instructor with the RAAF
Air Training Corps in Waeast Mel-
bourne. He had been llying for two
years and held an unrestricted li
cense since February, 1978. Fred
needed to build up night flying hours
for his commercial pilot's license and

needed to pick up crayfish for an Air
Training Corps officers' function,
Thus, on October 21, he laid aside
his metecrology course studies and
teft Moorabbin Airport in Melbourne
at 6:19 PM fcr a flight to King Island
to get both. Flying in the same
$43,000 blue and white Cessna 182L
(“long-range” type) in which he had
trained, he teltowed the conventional
course toward King Island by nug-
ging the shoreline to Caps Otway

a route his father said he had fiown
three times before. He radioed to the
Melbourne Flight Service that he had
passed the southernmost point of
the maintand at 7:00 PM and was
flying across the Bass Strait toward
the island (this was a “full reporting”
flight). Estimated time of arrival at
King Istand: 7:28 PM. His parents
expected to hear from him again at
10 PM. back with his fresh crayfish,

At 7.06 PM, however, Valentich
became aware of a neighboring “air-
craft” at his 4500-foot altitude, and
radiced the Flight Service about his
unexpected traffic. While a number
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of :ml»trt-vra'.(*d accounts have ap-
peared 1 the press. the tollewing
transcopt has beern thoroughbly
cheched by Ken Wililams. the ass:s-
tant director of publiv retations of the
Department of Transport's Air Trans-
port Group, and he has deemed o 3
werpatim” account Fred Valentich
18 "DSJ” Melbourne Flight Service is
f

W

) 06:14-DSY!
Deita Sierra Juliet IS

Melbourne. this is
thera  any

krown traffic below Yive thousand?
FS Delta Sierra Juiet, no Known
rrathe

¢S Delta Sierra Juliet. | am ’

secems (to) be a farge arrcratt  below
Hive thousangc.

7 06 44-FS: Delta Siesra Juliet, what
type of awrcralt is it

DSs Delta Sierra Juliet, | cannct
attirm. 1t 1s four bright, il seems to
me like tanding hghts.

7.07:00-FS: Delta Srerra Juliet.

7 07 31-DSJ: Melvourne, this (is)
Delta Sierra Juliet. The aircraft has
just passed over me at least a

thousand feet above

£g note: This, taken Literally, would
mean a 1000 feet-per-minrute climb)
FS Delta Sierra Juliet. roger, and t
1§ @ large aircratt, confirmed?
DSJ:Er—unknown, due to the speed
it's traveiling—1s there any Air Force
arcraft in the vicinity?

FS. Deita Sierra Juliet. no Known air-
cratt in the vicinity.

7 08: 16-DSy:. Metbourng, it's ap-
praaching now from due east to-
wards me

FS- Deita Sierra Juliet

> 08: 14-{Open microphone for two
seconds)

7. 08: 48-DSJ. Delta Sierra Juliet, it
seems to me that he's Hying over me
1wo, three times at speeds | couid
not identify.

«Ed. note: from 7:08:18 to 7: 08: 48,
1wo or three passes were made in 30
seconds flat. That's scme aircraft!
Even if it was one. such aircraft
“buzzing” acts would be a flagrant
disregard of air navigation regula-
tions.)
7-09 00-FS: Deita Sierra Juliet,
roger. What is your actua! fevel?
DSJ: My level is four and a half thou-
sand . . . four, tive, 2610, zero.
£S- Delta Sierra Juliet, and you con-
firm you cannot identily the aircraft?
DSJ: Affirmative
FS: Deita Sierra Juliet, toger, stand-
by
7. 09:27-DSJ; Melbourne, Delta
Sierra Juliet. It's not an aircraft, it is
____ {open microphane for two
seconds).
7.09: 42-FS: Delta Sierra Juliet, Mel-
pourne. Can you describe the -er-
aircraft?

DSJ: Delta Sierra Juliet, as it's fiying
past, it's a long shape {open Micio-
phone for three seconds) . cannot
wdentify more than that. 1t has such
speed {open microphone for
three secondsy . . . before me right
now, Melbourne,

7:10:00-FS: Deita Sierra Juliet,
roger, and how farge would the -er-
object be’

7-10.19-DSJ- Deha Sierra Juliet,
Melbourne. it seems like it's station-
ary. What I'm doing right now Is or-
piting and the thing is just crbiting
on top of me also. It's got a green
light and sort of metallic {like} it's all
shuny (on) the outside.

FS. Delta Sierra Juliet

7:10:46-DSJ. Delta Sierra Juliet,
(cgen microphone for five secunds)
1§ just vanished.

FS. Deilia Sierra Judiet

7. 11:00-0SJ: Metbourne, would you
know what kind of aircraft I've got? Is
It (@ type) military aircratt?

£S. Delta Sterra Juliet, confirm the
-er- aircrart just vanished?

DSJ: Say again?

FS: Delta Sierra Juliel, is the aircralt
stitl with you?

DSJ: Delta Sierra Juliet, {it's -ah-—}
(open microphone for two seconds)
now approaching from the south-
west.

FS: Delta Sierra Juliet.

(Ed. note: 1o have vanished at
7:10: 46 and flown off far encugh to be
seen approaching from the south-
west less than a minute tater
suggests considerable speed!)
7:11:50-DSJ Delta Sierra Juliet, the
engine i -- rough idling. I've got it
set at twenty three, twenty four and
the thing is (coughing).

FS: Delta Sierra Juliet, roger
are your intentions?

DSJ: My intentions are -ah- 10 Qo to
King lIsland -ah- Melbourne that
strange aircraft is hovering on top of
me again. it (open microphone for
two seconds) is hovering and it's not
an akcraft

FS: Defta Sierra Juliet.
7:12:28-De‘ta Sierra Juliet,
bourna

What

Mel-

and then silence, except for z
strange "'metallic” sound over his
micrephone which was heié open tor
17 seconds. With “pertect” flying
congitions—a dusk sky (known 1o be
cloudless at Cape Otway at 5: 48 PM)
with a mild northwesterly breeze and
unlimited visibility—Vatentich had
disappeared. He never made it tC
King Island.

The last controller to speak with
Valentich was Steve Robey at the
Melbourne Flight Service at Tulla-
marine. Robey said, "} had to force

Sreve Rotey

myselt to stay as calm as possibie. |
was stunned but | had to handle it."

THE SEARCH
Oct. 21: Ltight aircraft initiated a
visual and radio search that night.

Oct. 22: An RAAF Orion (a long-
range maritime reconnaisance air-
craft) spent the whole next day,
Sunday, searching the strait. it did
find an oil slick 18 miles north of
King tsland in the tate afternocon and
dropped a beacon to mark the sight.
The searchers were aiready confi-
dant, however, that the slick was too
large to be produced by the Cessna.

Oct. 23: A sample of the slick was
taken by a boat from Warrnambool
The analysis of the sample was per-
formed by the Defense Department
materials research labocratory at
Maribyrnong. Result: a weak mix,
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probably “marine diesel” and not the
Cessna's fuel. A Nomad aircraft
scoured an area from Warrnambool
to Cape Otway whiie the Air Force
Orion covered the Bass Strait and a
Cessna searched the King Island
region, Reports trom the search area
indicated the sea temperature to be
around eight degrees ahove freezing.
The searchers feit, though, that
Vaientich would stilf stand a good
chance of survival if he was wearing
his hfejacket.

Oct. 25: By Wednesday night, search
aircralt had coverec 7000 square
miles in tour days. Eignt aircraft had
flown a total of 70 hours. The Aus-
tralian Coastal Surveillance Organ-
1zation in Canberra had alerted all
shipping and crayfish boats in the
area to be on the lookout. A pilot
ftying at 4000 feet reported sighting
what he thought was 1 plane under
v.ater, but reference to charts
showed the water to be 180 feet deep
with a very choppy surface due to a
gale; hence, the Departiment of Civil
Aviation did not consider the report
t:rm enough to follow up.

The RAAF reconnaisance plane
also spotted some fotsam in the
water 4 km. from the oil slick which
looked like a yellow life jacket apd
part of a fuselage; this caused some
brief excitement during the search. A
merchant vessel dete:mined, how-
ever, thal the debris was only fruit
cartons and plastic bags. rubbish
from a ship. A thorough land search
ot Cape Otway and King Is!and also
proved fruitless. Thus. the search
was called off Wednesday night. An
Aero Commander would fly over
beaches later in the week to watch
for wreckage which might get
washed ashore.

Oct. 26: The investigation war
swilched from the rescue coordina-
tion center to the Department of
Transport air safety investigation

branch. An official saic at tne yime,
“the Department of Transport s in-
quinng into all aspects of the air-
cratt's last flight, This encomoasses
the eirwaorthiness of the aiv:raft, the
operation of the aircrati-- including
the fhght plan—and other factors
involved---that is, the pilot hinse!f.”

WHERE IS FRED VALENTICH?

Fred Valentich's apparently tragic
expeiience immediately became the
subject of world-wide press atten-
tion Indeed, the drama of this inci-
deat was a marked change trom the
“Folicemen See Distant Ambiguous
Light variety of report to which the
media often seem to restrict them-
selves. Tra case also yenerated
glcbal speculation on the Australian
pilot's fate. Scme of the suggestions
in the Australian press seem patently
outrageous; instead of a real UFO,
Valentich was watching an aurora,
then crashed. Another idea posed by
Ken Williams, the Depariment of
Transport spokesman, to the press
was that the pilot was watching
meteorites, got siruck by one of
them {!). became disoriented and
flew upside down, causing his
engine to rough-idle and cut out.
Does it need to be pointed out that
the history ol meteorites striking
vehicics is almost unprecedented.
while the mistory of UFQO involve-
ments with the mysterious disap-
pearance of planes in the Center for
UFO Studies computerized UFOCAT
number almost twenty? Still, a great
deal cf debate has centered on a tew
afternatives to the UFOQ “plane-
napping” suggested by the pilot's
fast words. Arguments for the “pros-

ecution” ard “defense”’ are listed
below. tollowing each proposed
alterrative:

PREMISE #1: VALENTICH TURNED
THE PLANE UPSIDE DOWN IN THE
DARK AND WAS SIMPLY WATCH-
ING REFLECTIONS OF HIS PLANE
LIGHTS OFF THE WATER.

Arguments in Favor:

1) The sun set at 6: 43 PM that Satur-
day, and the moon didn't rise until
after 11 PM. Mr. Michael Falls, an
experienced Hight instructor with the
Great Pacific Aeroplane Company in
Melbourne told the Christchurch
STAR that Valentich may have risked
his iife by fiying without a horizon in
the dusk sky. “In that case, he may
have tlown Dy his instincts instead of
his controts. If you can't make out a
horizon then you are in nig trouble,
unless you are experienced with
instruments.”

2) Valentich made only one night
flight before on instruments {thought
to be Benalia, 80 miles north of Mel-
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tourne). Cne source stated he only
had 15 hours of night flying.

3) Spokesmen fcr the Departrent of
Transport echoed sentiments that
the young Cessna pilot wasn't very
experienced and “cculd ezsily have
accidentally turned the plane upsice
down and seen his own lights re-
ficcted in the sea.’

4] Valentich said his plane was
"orbiting” (circling) and the UFO was
orbiting above him. This effect woulc
be achieved if he was watching his
own lights off the ocean surface
while upside dowr. the reflections
would move with him,

Arguments Against:

1) The Cessna 182L has a gravity-fec
carburator. Upside down, the plane
could only fly for 50 seconds at the
most {11 seconds, accerding to an-
other source). The sightings lasted
for 6 minutes as timed by the tape
recording.

2) Fred's father Guido told the press,
“he was very good in aerobatics. He
would have known immediately if his
flight position was wrong."

3) There was no sound of a stall
warning over the microphone, or
engine splutter (though the latter
isn’t a guaranteed situation)

4) Arthur Schutt, veteran aviator who
controls the Meltrourne-based Schutt
Aviation Company told the press, “In
that half-light, the pilot would have
soon known if the aircraft had staned
to turn upside down. The carpet
comes out of the floor and the butts
fall out of the ashtray.”

PREMISE #2: T WASN'T NECES-
SARY TO FLY UPSIDE DOWN. HE
COULD HAVE CIRCLED STEEPLY
INTO THE WATER WHILE WATCH-
ING EITHER THE LIGHTHOUSE
BEAMS OF CAPE OTWAY AND
KING ISLAND REFLECTING OFF
THE CLOUDS . . . OR HIS OWN
LIGHTS OFF OF THE WATER IN
FRONT OF HIM,

Arguments in Favor:

1) Valentich's instructor, Mr, Aubrey
Coates, said he couid have become
confused by beams from the Cape
Otway and Cape Wickham (King
Island} lighthouses. Coates has
tiown in the area for 13 years and
claimed that the lights could have
appeared fike UFQs.

2) Veteran aviator Mr. Arthur Schutt
ailso said the most dangerous time
tor discrimination was during the
switch from visual flight to instru-
ments at dusk. A discriented pilot
would believa his eyes, Schutt said,
and not his instruments once he had
lost the horizon.

3) Some pilots flying at night crashed
after mistaking ground lights for
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stats. The U.S. Air Force found that
pilots mast hikely to sutfer an
“upside down’ tllusion were those
with 2000 to 2500 hours of expe-
rience, flying single engine ax
planes

4) Two experienced pitats have ciili-
cized the Department ol Transport 1or
even allowing a flight like this.
George Smith, former manager of the
Tasmanian Aero Club and Colin
Kerby of St. Kilda mdependently
stated that the Bass Stiait 1s “a bad
stzetch of water’’ with unpredictable
weather conditions; as long as the
Department allowed single-engine
planes, especially with inexpe-
nenced pilots, to cross the strait at
right. Kerby saig "they vill just keep
going down.”

Arguments Against:

111t valentich gidn't tiy upside down,
now could the UFO fly repeatediy
over the plane and beyond it?

21 valentich had four instruments 10
tell him his altitude! His voice was
caim and unpanicked and he did,
alter all, hold a cfass 4 instrument
rating

3; Steve Robey. the radar controller
i the tlight, told the press, “f don't
believe he was disorienied because
ne was communicating quite
clearly.”

PREMISE #3: THE REPORYED UFO
MUST HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN
THE CESSNA'S DISAPPEARANCE.
IN THE CASE OF A CRASH ALONG
A MAJOR AIR ROUTE, (T IS MOST
UNUSUAL TO FIND NO WRECKAGE
OR OIL SLICK.

Arguments in Favor:

1} There were four orange polysty-
rene life jackets designed to be
visible from the air in the event of a
water crash

2) Parts of the plane were construc-
tea trom modular units which float in
tre event of a crash. None of these
easily-visible objects have been
found

3) The plane had a “black box" radio
survival beacon broadcasting a dis-
tress signai. It was never heard
Arguments Against:

1) If the plane had sunk into the
water, the emergency signal would
not have been heard.

2} There were two other plane
crashes in this area in the last decade
where the planes and pilots were
never seen again. First, on December
24. 1969, Peter Phillips, 25, was
fiying a Fuji low-wing aircraft from
King tsland to Moorabbin. His last
radio message also placed him about
8 km. oft Cape Otway at 300 meters
altitude. He, too. developed engine
trouble and was believed to have

crashed into the sea. No trace of nis
plane could be found (no UFO was
reported in this incident).

Secaond, on Sept. 8, 1972, an oki
worlit War 1l Tiger Moth with two
people on board disappeared  be-
tween Hovart and Flinders Island 0
Bass Strait. On board was Max Price,
57. a "very experienced’ pilot whao
had completely restored his own
plane A!so on board was conserva-
tionist Brenda Hean, who chartered
the fiight to skywrite in protest
against tre flooding of Lake Pedder
in Tasmania. The plane left at 10:16
AM and was due 1o arrive a: 12:45
PM. There was enough luel 1o last
until 2:30 PM_ The Tiger Moth also
had cne of those emergency bea-
cons, but its high-frequency signai
was never heard, either
3) The fast thing Valentich reported
was engine trouble . . . miles over
Bass Strait.

Counter-Argument in Favor:

Even if the plane is discovered to
have crashed in Bass Strait, it can
still be argued that the reported UFO
caused it. The high-speed maneuvers
back and forth over the ptane suggest
a decided intent toward the Cessna
With no known aircraft, civilian or
military. in the area and with the ex-
hibition of capabilities exceeding
knowr: planes anyway, the notion
that an earthly vehicle caused such a
crash seems totally invalid

PREMISE #4: THE WHOLE EVENT
WAS A HOAX. VALENTICH 1S
HIDING SOMEWHERE WITH PLANS
TO RETURN IN THE NEAR FUTURE
AND DECLARE HIMSELF A “CON-
TACTEE” TO BECOME FAMOUS
(EVEN A CULT LEADER AS
SUGGESTED IN THE AUSTRALIAN
PRESS)

. VALENTICH WAS A UFO BUFF,
AND LIKELY TO PULL OFF A
PRANK LIKE THIS.

Arguments in Favor:

1) Fred Valentich's parents have por-
trayed a strong impression of their
son as a UFQ enthusiast in the press.
According to the family, Fred col-
fected books and magazines on
UFOs. He was so convinced about
iife on other planets that he felt it
was only a maiter of time betore
aliens would invade the eanth. His
mother, Mrs. Alberta Valentich, was
aclually quoted In the press as
saying: "'Freddie was worried that
one day a UFO might coma down and
divide the family . . . that they might
take us away.”

?) Frea's 16-year old girifriend,
Rhonda Rushton, told the Australian
papers, "he once told me that if a
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UFO did come to earth he'd go back
with it but not without me."”

3) Mrs. Valentich said that she and
her son had seen a UFO earlier,
around last June. A “very bright”
hght source, “10 to 20 times bigger”
than a star, hovered “several thou-
sand feel’ above their home for 10
minutes. Then suddenly it streaked
away in a flash. “We were both con-
vinced it was a UFQO."

4) Fred's tather said he made an ef-
fort to see "all the science liction
movies.” Columbia pictures "Close
Encounters of the Third Kind" was
probably the last film he ever saw.
£) Both of Valentich's parents were
told that during his time at Sale
RAAF Base as an Air Training Corps
cadet, he had seen classified mate-
rial which confirmed his earlier be-
linfs about UFQOs

Arguments Against:

1) White acknowledging his son's in-
terest, Mr. Valentich told the press
that Fred was not a "UFQO fanatic.”
“He was very serious about his flying
and would not have played any
games,” he told the Melbourne SUMN.
“He was not the type of person who
would make up stories, everything
had to be very correct and positive for
him. He was part of the way towards
his commercial pilot's license and
had no reason to throw all his work
away.”" He only had to pass metsor-
ology and aerodrome legislation
before gaining his commercial i
cense. Mr. Valentich said "he was
very keen, quite good and not over-
confident.”

2) Sqn.-Ldr. Ronald Grandy said he
hand-picked Fred Valentich as an air
training instructor "because he was
no fool.” He described the missing
pilot as “level-headed and could hold
his tongue . . . (he was) common
sense on legs." If the Cessna
crashed into the water, Grandy was
sure that Valentich would have got



* out and swum ftor land it 1t was
possible. “Young Fred taught here
on Friday nights ang often heiped
out during the wecsa—| don’t know
how I'm going to replace him.

3) Don Sowman, chiet tying instruc-
tor at Southern Air Services saicd: “he
seemed a normal bloke and an aver-
age pilot.”

4) Wing-Commander Colin Chaliss of
the Sale RAAF said. "we have files
on unusual aerial sightings. but they
are not classified and Mr. Vaientich
did not see them.”

5} It the event was a hoax based on
Fred Vatentich’s UFQ enthusiasm, e
would have known better' than to
keep describing tre UFQ's ap-
pearance in different ways:

7:06° 44— "four bright lights”
7.09:42—"long shape”
7:10:19—"shiny, metallic object
with a green light”. If this event was
planned in advance, why would he
choose to weaken his own stary with
mconsistencies?

Counter-Argument in Favor:

it Fred Valentich was really “common
sense on fegs,” why did he fty turther
out to sea with a failing engine when
the normal thing wcud have been to
turn back to Cape Otway? MHe is
estimated to have been only 12
rautical miles out. Cape Otway was
much further away. Why di¢ he over-
look securing the landing lights at
King Island when it woulad be
ympossible to land without them?

Il. VALENTICH'S FATHER WAS IN
ON THE DEAL, ANNOUNCING TO
THE PRESS THAT ALIENS HAD
KIDNAPPED HIS SON TO REIN-
FORCE THE HOAX.

Arguments in Favor:

1) Immediately after the disap-
pearance. Guido Valentich told the
press that he believed his son 1s alive
and being bheld by people from
another planet. “{ have a very strong
teeling that my son is still alive and
1S being held by someone hom
another worid. The failure to find any
s1gn ot my son or his plane
strengthens my beliet that he has
been taken by some slrange people
for same reason or another | have no
Idea why they would wan! to take my
scn, but strange things co Fappen.”
Note that this is similar to the Travis
Walton abduction episode. where
Wallon's mother exhibited calmness
during the days of Travis's absence.
She said that Travis told her earlier
that if he was ever taken by a UFQ,
she was not to worry, that he would
be brought back safeiy

Arguments Against:
1) Mr. Valentich’s overl statements
are ciearly a grief reaction. Not men-

tioned 10 the quotes above was hys
early statement that he would rathier
believe that Fred was aive on &
spaceship “than them firaing wreck-
age of the plane.” Another press
quate: “U'd rather belteve my son was
alive on same other planet than dead
4t the hottom of the sea "

2) Trat these conclusions do not re-
flect a pre-arranged plan s further
reflected in the dwindiing hope dis-
played by Guido Valentich. His
earhest speculation about extrater-
restiial abduction envisioned a quick
retur for his son “They may want to
hota hinmy for @ week or 50 belore re-
turn:rg him.” By October 23, this
duration lengthened: ") belicve he
was sucked up into the air by a UFQ
and then forced back to earth scrne-
where—perhaps in Centra) Australia,
Finally, five weeks later, Mr. Yalen-
t:ch was saying “Probably we wiil
neqer see Fready again . . . we hope,
perhaps i ten or twenty years, we
miht see him again.’

M. VALENTICH NEVER FLEW BE-.
YOND CAPE OTWAY. HE SECRETLY
LANDED ON THE GROUND, BE-
CAUSE NO ONE TRACKED OR SAW
OR HEARD HIS FLIGHT OVER CAPE
OTWAY.

Arguments in Favor:

11 We enly have Valentich's word that
he putsued tis pre-fited tlight pian,
He was not tracked on radar during
the emergency even though the
Department of @ivil Aviation (DCA)
¢id a radar scan when Valentich
asted for identification of the UFO.
Arguments Against:

1) The official explanation for the
Cessna’s failure to show up on radar
wac that it was flying too fow. While
the OCA long-range radar has a
160-nautical mite range. and Valen-
tich was cnly 95 miles out, he was
flying at 4500 feet, and the radar
Coverage that far out started at 6000
feet up 1 the pilot's estimate of
height for the UFO was right (1000
feel hiaher stil), it would also fail to
show up

Counter-Argument in Favor:

Then why did the search planes
show up In that area on radar when
they were only fiying at 152 meters
(500 feet) altituge?
Counter-Arqument in Favor:

The ragar conditions are variable;
sometimes King tsland itseif, oniy
215 meters abova sea level, shows up
on the screen. Faise targets were
showing up Oct. 21 from a tempera-
ture inversion. No photographic
record of the scope was made. The
RAAF at Laverton was no help here,
erther. as they also rely on OCA Mel-
bourne radar for such tracking. Once
the Cessna left Melbourne's con-
trolled awspace, it was not spe-

citicatly trackedt.

Arguments in Favor {resumad);

2) No one witnessed the plane from
the ground, despite recuests  for
such information by the DCA. Tte
fhaght plan called for valentich to fly
right over the Cape Otway ligr.t-
house; yet despite the clear weathe-,
the hghthouse keeper never heard a
plane at 7 PM. Bass Stait fisnermen
neither saw nor heard anything. Yi
in the 1972 Tiger Moth Gisan-
pearance, 22 accounts were secured
from passerby ground witnesses
aiong the Tasmanar, ccast,

3)There is an uncontirmed report that
Victorian police received a report that
a hght plane made a mysterious
late-night tanding in the western dic.
trist, not far from Cape Otway,
about the same time.

4) Valentich did not ask the King
Islandg airport to iliuminate the run-
way before leaving Moorabbin. Thes
was done by Melbourna Flight Ser-
vice once the UFO got reported. Naog
can the landing lights be switched oi
automatically by radio signa!s from
approaching aircraft, No'mal pro-
cedures calis {or the pilot 1 rrange
this before teaving. Furthermore,
press accounts suggest that Valen-
tich never arranged more than a
one-way flight path. It sounds like he
never expected to make it there!

5) Police have found no fishermen or
King Island who had arranged to sel!
Valentich crayfish . . the stated
reason for the flight.

6} Valentich's long-range Cessna was
carrying 300 litres of fuel. Con-
suming fuel at a rate cf 45 litres!
hour, he could have xept on flying for
a total of 6 hours at a max-mum
speed of 130 knots for a total flying
range of 1040 km. The plained trip
was only supposed to last one nour
and nine minutes. Why ali the extra
fuel? Did he realiy fly somewhere
else and that's why he didn't show up
on radar when Cape Otway was
checked?

Fatal Flight Pange Cagabiliny



Argumenls Against:

2i Vatentich's friends $a, nilots com-
monly “rounded the t. ‘" at Cape
Otway once the ighthouse was n
sight without actually tiying cver it
Tnhat Tiger Moth disappearcd i day
hght at lunchtime

3} Victorian police oftizials denied
that they have informaticn on a mys-
terious plane landing An  earfier
press  account had  senior police
otficials neither con'irming nor deny-
g the report). Departmint of Trans-
(0rt spokesmen said « v.ould be very
citficuit to pull oft sucr a tanthing:;
€ have no reason to believe the air-
cralt was anywhere &lse bul near
Cape Otway when the message was
received.”

4) According to Mike Duggin of the
University of Sydney, Vaientich aid
file a carefully-prepared 2-way tlight
plan. It is strange that the didn't
request the hights, although he aid
anly make one nignt fhight in the
past

51 Researcher Paul Norman went to
Currie, King Isiand and deliberately
waited untif 8 PM to check if crayfish
could be secured wrthou! a pre-
arranged order. He had no difficully
tieding fishermen who were happy to
Camply

6) Almost all {ight aircraft tanks are
kept topped up at Moorabbin, even
for traming and practice around the
teeal circuit. What is strange is that
Melbourne did not advise Valentich
t¢ switch to another fuel tank as
so0n as he encountered engine dil-
ficulty

IV. THE STRONGEST PROOF THAT
VALENTICH IS HOAXING A DIS-
APPEARANCE LIES IN THE PRESS
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY 16-YEAR
OLD SHOP ASSISTANT, RHONDA
RUSHTON, FRED'S GIRLFRIEND.
IT'S EVEN KNOWN THAT SHE
WENT TO AN APOLLO BAY MOTEL
TO MEET HIM THERE!

Arguments in Favor:

1t World-wide attention was given to
Miss Rushion's press statement:
“We all know Fred is alive and we
have told the authorities this, but itis
alt top secret now." Miss Rushton,
»who said she had known Fred tor six
months, told the AUSTRALIAN, "I
hnow Fred (s ative. We will see him
soon.” The Department of Transport
announced it would not divuige the
cetails of her conhidential disclo-
sures. Miss Rushton said that after
telhing her story to unnamed adthori-
t'ies. she was told nct 1c teil anyone
else. The next day. she dismissed
the UFO theory, saying. "l think he
has landed somewhere. not
crashed.”

Rhnnsta Rant siratihed te Cape Otway
ares by G vy 10 relurn réd-dyed ang
emyily ioa

2) The WEEKEND AUSTRALIAN

(Oct. 28-29) declared that on Thurs-
day, Oct 26, Rhonda had walked into
the Bay Pines Motel at Apolio Bay
(100 miles from Melbourne). She
asked matel owner Mrs. Joyce Ford
to see fred Valentich. The paper
quoted Mrs. Ford as saying, “when |
said there was nobody by that name
staying here, she seemed ready to
cry. She said she had arranged to
meet h:m at 7 o'clock. She just stood
there for several minutes as if she
couldn’t helieve me and didn't want
to leave. g

Arguments Against:

1) The October 28th SUNDAY PRESS
quoted Fred Valentich's mcther
about Rnhonda Rushton: "He met
(her) six months ago through frniends,
I think. ar:d they have been go:ng out
regularly ever since. He liked her very
much biu! as ta- as | know there were
no marr-age pians.” Fred's father
took a mare aggressive stand in the
SUNDAY OBSERVER (OQct. 29),
stating that Miss Rushton's allusions
to the case being a hoax were ‘very
upsetting”. “Fred didn't see her very
often. She's just got on the band-
wagon and the reports have bean very
upsetting to the family.”

2) On the subject of the "mote!
rendezvous'’, Rhonda toid the SUN-
DAY PRESS. "i had only gone there
to satisfy my own mind about what
had happened.” To another paper,
she said. "I only went there to see
what the bush was like where he
might have landed.” tndeed, Rhonda
went on to search the beaches and
rugged bush for two days, aided by
her parents and a group of Valen-
tich's tniends from the Air Training
Corps. Miss Rushton envisioned the
lost pilot as having returned to Cape
Otway and landed, possibly injured
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somewhere. She said Valentich often
told her he was “"scareo of water”. "If
he had any trouble, he would have
headed for land, that's for sure.” This
is contrary, of course, to Valentich's
last stated intention. Another friend
of Fred Valentich was in the Apclio
Bay area, and told the Melbourne
AGE, “we know Fred is alive. He's up
in the hills but we can't get to him.”
Sgt. 8. C. Klemm of the Apollo-Bay
Police commented on the terrain:
"There are old abandoned logging
towns up there you can't even get to.
It could take days for a man to get
out of there even if he couid survive a
plane crash.” Rhonda Rushton suc-
ceeded In chartering a twin-engined
plane which retraced the flight path
Valentich used one week earlier
between Cape Otway and Lorne (to
the NE). Scanning miles of forest
with binoculars, Rhonda responded
with awe when she saw the thick,
desolate terrain. Returning home
empty-handed, she told the Oct. 29th
SUNDAY PRESS, "l have nc plans to



‘I do any more searching myseif. | sti}l

have this feeling that he was forced
to land and is lying out there waiting
to be rescued. | know he's alive. | just
know it."”

3) Another of Valentich's searchers
said, "It's nothing to do with drugs. |
saw him flatten a bioke once just be-
cause the bioke offered him drugs.”
4) Finally, too much time has passed
for this 10 be a hoax that would
climax in a miraculous reappearance.
The case seemed similar to the Travis
Walton abduction at first, but Walton
reappeared after only a few days.

PREMISE #5: THE FEDERAL
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT IS
COVERING UP SOME OF THE
TRUTH OF THIS CASE. ONLY
EDITED PORTIONS OF THE TAPED
CONVERSATION ARE BEING
RELEASED:

Argumenis In Favor:

1) The department's praess oflcer,
Ken Williams, said. "The tape cer-
tainly runs longer than six minutes
{the length covered %y the transcript-
Ed.). It could be half an hour. We re-
leased only the highlignts." (Ironical-
ly, the name of one ot the spokesmen
who “refused to release the tapes”
.. . was Mr. Nixon!)

2) The transcript shows the pilot at
7:09 as saying: “it's not an aircraft,
s ... " (Break in transmission). A
“source”, unnamed by the Melbourne
AUSTRALIAN newspaper, indicated
there was no break in transmission
and that Mr. Valentich went on to
describe the UFO in detail,

3) Mr. Nixon, spokesman for the
Minister of Transpoit in Canberra,
said, “we beiieve that air safety in-
vestigators can probably come to
Cetter conciusions than the press.
We have our own views on what hap-
pened and they certainly don't in-
clude UFOs." (emphasis added). The
Meibourne Departmen: of Transport
added that it was department policy
not to release tapes during an ac-
cident investigaticn

Arguments Against:

1) The Department of Transport
denied that it withheld anything per-
tinent to the UFQ encounter despite
newspaper reports to the contrary
(Christchurch STAR, Oct. 25). The
six«minute transcript, ‘hey claimed,
IS compiete from beginning to end.
The transmission breaks were just
that, probably Valentich's finger
holding the microphone while lcok-
ing away. The rest of the tape simply
reccerds his departure from Moorab-
bin up to the start of the encounter.
2) Guido Valentich asked to hear the
tape to assure himselt that nothing
had been hidden. The piiot's father

stated that what he heard was the
same as the transcript; he didn't be-
lieve anything was missing

PREMISE #6: VALENTYICH'S DIS-
APPEARANCE WAS A BIZARRE
SUICIDE.

Arguments In Favor:

1) Many of the teatures suggesting a
hoax (failure to call for landing
lights, the claim that he only filed a
onc-way flight plan, etc.) also sup-
port the idea that he never intendad
to return,

2) Judging by their quotes in the
press, Valentich's family and girl
friena were told different stories
regarding his return. Miss Rushton
told the papers that he was suppossd
te come back the same night to take
her to a cisco. The time she states
for his return varies in difierent press
accounts ("7 PM" in the DAILY
TELEGRAPH, “7:30 PM" in the
SUNDAY TELEGRAPH and '8 PM"
accerding to Harry Griesburg), but
the pilot could never have made it
back before 9 PM. Conversely, he
told his parents he intended to get
back at 10 o'clock. “We were expect-
ing him home," Mr. valentich said,
“because another family was having
a social raunion and he was coming,
t0o.” Was he handing them all a tine?

Arguments Against:

1) Gary Groci, a family friend, stated
that “Freddie was a very stable per-
sonality. He had‘a very happy family
lite. a nice girlfriend and was doing
what he loved to do, which was
flying. He enjoyed lite far too much
to want to kill himself."

2) Rhonda Rushton: “He was a very
happy person and had lots of
friends."”

3) Why would he have pocketad $200
that morning faccording to his
parents) to purchase the crayfish if
he wasn't planning to land?

Obviously, there is no clear way to
choose among all of these possi-
bilities with the information at hand.
The Department of Transport says
their files are “open” on this case in
the absence of any “'new leads”, and
with good reason. Strictly speaking,
this case is a single-witness Noc-
turnat Light {or CE I, if you're not too
fussy about distance requirements);
furthermore, the witness is unavail-
able! Were it not for the dramatic
implications of that "unavailability",
the case wouid be minor in stature,
instead of being hailed as the new
“Capt. Mantell” or “Col. Coyne" epi-
sode of 1978. This case makes the
19th UFO entry in the Center for UFO
Studies' computerized UFOCAT ref-
erence—out of 70,000 separate
sightings—where a pilot was kitled

8

or disappeared following a UFQ en-
counter. In addition, the failure of the
engine could be construed as typizal
of the "EM” (electro-magnetic) inter-
ference effects noted in over GO
cases. Say Guido Valentich, “I've
been told that UFOs can cause a
plane's engine to react the way my
son reported his was. They seem to
have some sort of electrical field
which affects engines.” “Seems”, of
course, is the key word here, since
the other cases usually had the bera-
fit of an engine or electrical system
that can be restarted once the UFO
departs the immediate area.

There are other arguments much
harder to debate, naturally: the
prospect of window reflections o,
less unlikely, hallucination, leading
to a crash. Yet it is already safe !0
suspect that the fiies 00 this remarx-
able adventure will be open
forever.

Whken Southern Air Services fil s
out their insurance claim on the lo:s
cf their 343,000 Cessna, whal witl
they list as the cause of the loss?

e

‘)
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WERE OTHER UFO
SIGHTINGS LINKED TO THE
VALENTICH UFO?

Bass Strait has been the scene of
UFO sightings throughout the 20th
century. Back in 1898, hundreds of
pecple were reporting  ‘“‘cigar-
shaped” objects flying over the
Strait Fred Valentich's sighting
highiighted six weeks of UFO reports
from this region, with reports sub-
mitted to the King Island police and
the island's local paper. Sgt. J.
Woodward of Currie, King Island was
notified of strange lights appearing
to the north of the island. An air and
S€a search was established but no
source of the fiare-like lights was
found. Sept. 12th saw the sighting of
“oval lights™ which It up the area i'ke
dayhght, as seen on numerous oC-
casions by a nurse in the company o!
cthers. These ilights also disap-
peared when the witnesses went ou!
o investigate.

A number of UFO sightings were
disciosed to the press (and local UFO
groups) which occurred on the same
day as Fred Valentich's dis-
appearance. Summaries of these
cases appear below in chronologicai
arder:

(cent. onp. 10)



WHAT WAS THAT METALLIC NOISE?

Vaientich in Cockpit

No progress was made in identi-
fying the nature of the metallic noise
heard at the end of Fred Valentich's
transmission. After the pilot said his
last words ("Dalta Sierra Juliet, Mel-
bourne . . . "yhe held the microphone
open for 17 seconds. It was here that
the noises were heard. Although the
Department of Transport won't play
the tape to the public while the in-
Quiry is underway, they have played
it back to Valentich's father, Guido.
According to the elder Valentich,
Fred seemed fairly calm until the very
last call he made; then “his voice
seemed to diminish in strength as if
he was gasping or choking”. Guido
Valentich then heard the metallic
noise being broadcast and likenad it
to @ microphone swinging freely and
banging against something. He feels

Fred might have collapsed with his
finger still holding down the button
on the mike and it was his arm
swinging. Other opinions have been
ventured. One Department of Trans-
port report described the noise as
“"two empty beer cans being banged
together”. The controller who was in
contact with Valentich, Steve Robey,
said "it sounded like the rapid keying
of a mike." A more dramatic ap-
praisal in the press had the noiss
being “typical of a plane landing on
the water like the metal baing torn off
the bottom.”

The Department of Transport feels
that the “open microphone” breaks
throughout the transmission oc-
curred when Valentich turned to look
out of the window while holding the
button down.

FRED VALENTICH: A PERSONAL PROFILE

Fred Valentich got out of bed on
Oct. 21 at 7:30 AM, the time he
always got up. He showered, shaved
and donned a pair of jeans and a
blue, open-neck shirt. Alter eating a
hght breakfast of toast and cotfes, he
ieft his parents, tetling them he
would probably be back iate and not
1o worry. When he left the house, he
took $200 with him to buy the cray-
fisnh from King Island fishermen.
Then he drove to the disposal store
on Puckle St. in Mocnee Ponds
where he worked as assistant
manager.

Arriving at work at 9 AM, he me!
the owner of the store. Dick Williams
and talked about sports. His normal
duties were checking stock, sweep-
Ing up and serving customers. Fred's
empioyer told the SUNDAY PRESS
that “"Fred was very quiet that day,
but then again he was quiet most of
the time. He was the type of bloke
who never spoke uniess he had
something to say. On this particular
day, he seemed cheerful enough. If
there was something bothering him,
he was hiding it well enough. The
only thing | remember was that he
was very anxious to finish work,

“He mentioned something about
tiying over to King Island and he
seemed very excited. I'il never forget
his last words as he walked outside.

He lcoked up at the clear, blue sky
and said. 'It's going to be a nlce day
to go flying."" 7

Then Fred attended a 3'z-hour
ciass in meteorology at Moorabbin
Airport, which ended at 6 PM. Iron-
ically, he had taken with him a book
filled with a collection of UFO and
“space” clippings in it. He was stil
In good spirits when he chatted with
a few friends before waiking over to
the Cessnaherented . , . and at 6:19
PM, VH: DSJ was airborne—for the
last time

Fred Valentich, the otdest of four
children. was born in Melbourne
shortly after his parents migrated
from Trieste, ltaly in 1857. His father,
Guido. is a design draftsman who
met his wife on the voyage out In
1955, Fred grew up in his home town
of Avondale Heights a tail, skinny
boy with wavy biack hair. A former
teacher at Keilor High School des-
cribed him as quist, friendly and
popular. "He wasn't what you'd call a
brilliant student but he was a
determined kid who seemed to have
made up his mind what he wanted to
do in life at a very early age." . . .
meaning flying.

His parents agree that he wanted
to be a pilot before he was 12 years
old. "Once | took him down to

Moorabbin and we went up in an
aeroplane and ever since then he
wanted to be a pilot,"” his father said.
"l didn’t take much notice untll he
was 17 and joined the Air Training
Corps.” His mother, Alberta, said
that despite his other hobbles,
“flying was the thing that made him
the most happy. At first we tried to
convince him to give up the idea be-
cause we felt it was too dangerous.
But he was so keen on it, he even-
tually talked us into ietting him go
for his private license. In tact, he
wanted his commercial pilot's ii-
cense so bad, he became terrified of
faiting the course.

"He was very superstitious, too,
and for this reason he avoided telling
many people that he was going for I,
Somehow he belteved that this could
bring him bad fuck.” Mrs. Valentich
had even taken on a part-time job as
a shop assistant to help pay for her
son's commercial pilot course. "f
didn’t mind making the sacrifice. We
are a close family who tike to help
each other. We all wanted Freddle to
succeed. We were very proud of
him."”

His mother described him as a shy
young man who had gifficulty talking
to people, especially girls. Miss
Rhonda Rushton was a rare example
of dating for him.
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CASE TIME PLACE NUMBER OF WITNESSES DURATION

#1 2PM Currie. King Island 1 (young woman) 10 min,
APPEARANCE: Silver "goltball -shape, 2 times the size of a small plane.
BEHAVIOR: Seen 707 up tn shy: rmoved out of a cloud, east ta west toward the sea, very high up. After
moving away a d-stance. it stopped and packed up slowly.

#2 3IPM Cornio, Geelong 13 {teerage boys 10-15 min.

APPEARANCE: Two cigars connected by shiny pipes. No wings seen. Metallic silk color against a bright
blue sky.
BEHAVIOR: Very slow travel airectiy cverhead, moving west to east.

#3 4:15PM Cape Otway 2 (moter & son)
APPEARANCE: Twc cigass with {ins at the rear—no wings—brighi, gieaming silver, which became white
BEHAVIOR: Coming trom the SW, 75° up. Flying in close, precise formation. Then they swept north with
"jet-like"” speed.

(FRED VALENTICH SIGHTING HERE, FROM 7:06 tc 7:12 PM)

#4 7:10 PM Frankston 3imother & 2 kids) {1 mile of driving,

APPEARANCE: Red/pink/white “skyrocket”.
BEHAVIOR: Seen up over the hills in the east.

#5 710 PM Brooklyn 2 tbank mgr. & wife) (see text)

APPEARANCE: Solid mass ot light with 4 vivid projections. Green flashing lights on the left. Color of “a
star”.

BEHAVIOR: Hovering directly before car at low angle. Moved at a slow pace and was not gone from sight
until the couple drove to nearby Geelong.

#6 815 PM Bateman's Bay (30 km N) 2{couple) 5 min
APPEARANCE: Bright, white object seen agains(a clear sky

BEHAVIOR: "impossible acrobatics”, completely distinguished from planes. Heading towards Sydney.

#H? 9 PM Warrnambool 2 thousewives) more than 30 min.

APPEARANCE: Five limes a star, red/orange
BEHAVIOR: Hovering at first in the SE at a 75° angle, then it moved quickly to the SW and stopped 10° up.
It faded, lett a yollow glow, and lit up again.

An RAAF spokesman scaid they
hag received 11 sighting reports in CASE LOCATIONS
tour days following the pilot's dis- (X=Valent ich)
appearance. The Victerian UFO Re-
search Society received 45 reports by |
fNov. 1. The RAAF in Canberra said
they have thoroughly chacked 1Q00
Australian sightings since 1960.

Whiie there had been no annual in-

Crease n reports in recent years, the
number of sightings deemed "“un-
identitiable™ had risen from 3% four

L Tt 1L .

years ago to 10% this year ;
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