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Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)
Operations & Policy 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberiand Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP :

Telephone (Direct dial) 0207218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)
(GTN)

Dr David Clarke Your Reference

Our Reference
D/DAS/64/3/11

ate
9 December 2002

Dear Dr Clarke,

Thank you for your letter of 11 November in which you asked us to proceed with your request for
UFO related documents.

Our search is now complete, so I will address youf requests individually and explain the files
examined and documents enclosed with this letter. ’

1. Copy of the file relating to a UFO report made by _and- near

Winchester, Hampshire on 14 November 1976.

File AIR 2/18977 was retrieved from the PRO but it contained no reports for the 14 November,
nor any from || There are therefore no documents we can send you for
this request.

2. Copies of the files containing briefing and background notes on UFOs prepared by
the head of S4(Air), with contributions from RAF Ops (GE)2 and DI55 for reference by
Lord Strabolgi in his closing address during the House of Lords debate on UFOs, 18
January 1979. :

Our files D/DS8/75/3/1 Parts A and B (Parliamentary Correspondence — House of Lords Debate,
January 1979) were destroyed in 1990. As requested we have examined our general
parliamentary correspondence file, D/DS8/75/3 Part A and this has revealed several background
documents relating to the debate. As I indicated in my last letter, some of these were not
generated by the MOD and I have asked the Department concerned to examine them for possible
release. I will write to you as soon as I have received a reply. In the meantime, please find
enclosed the relevant papers from this file which we are able to release immediately, plus a
number of papers located by DI55.




.3. Copies of report made by RAF Fylingdales, NorthAYdrkéihirre, of unidentified objects
tracked by the BMEWS on or about 13 September 1980, and reported to MOD. Also, any

sightings made by MOD Police and civilian (West Yorkshire) police officers on about the
same date,

You also later requested a copy of a report from_ of the West Yorkshire Police
concerning a UFO he observed in the early hours of 28 November 1980.

Files D/DS8/75/2/5 Part B (UFO Reports-August to November 1980) and D/DS8/75/2/2 Part M
(UFO Reports - Edited Copies-August to September 1980) were examined. The files contained
no reports from RAF Fylingdales for the 13 September 1980, As you requested reports “on or
about the 13™ September” I have enclosed copies of all the reports received from Police Officers
for the whole of September 1980.

The files contained no report from|Jlon 28 November 1980,

4. Copies of UFO reports made in the early hours of 30/31 March 1993 by RAF and
meteorological office personnel and by members of the public, from a number of locations
including RAF Cosford and RAF Shawbury. In addition copies of assessment made.

File D/Sec(AS)12/7 was examined and I enclose a copy of the reports as requested. I have also
included a copy of a loose minute showing enquiries made and details of a radar replay conducted
by the Aeronautical Information Service (Military).

S. Reports of unusual phenomena on radar in the early hours of 5 October 1996
reported by the SOC Neatishead and UFO reports made by Lincolnshire police and the
Skegness coastguard. Copies of investigation notes and assessment made.

File D/Sec(AS)64/2 Part D was examined and three documents were found. I apologise for the
quality of the Facsimile message from RAF Neatishead. We have checked with RAF Neatishead
as to whether they have a clearer copy on file, but unfortunately they no longer have any details of
these events. With these papers I have also included a copy of a loose minute which was written
following several reports in the press criticising UK air defence systems. Although this does not
strictly fit your request, I have included it because it gives clear details of the sequence of events
and may therefore be of interest to you.

The work has taken 21 hours and 20 minutes to complete and as, indicated in my letter of 16
September, the first 4 hours are free of charge. The remaining 17 hours and 20 minutes, at £15.00
an hour, result in a cost of £260. I would be grateful if you would let me have your crossed
cheque, made payable to “Accounting Officer MOD”.

Finally, in your letter of 11 November you asked how the Freedom of Information Act will effect
the ‘30 year rule’. The Freedom of Information (FOI) Act 2000 gives a right of access to all
information held by public authorities. Any person making a request for information to a public
authority is entitled to be informed whether the public authority holds such information and, if
that is the case, to have the information communicated to them unless an exemption applies. This
right of access becomes effective on 1 January 2005. Both MOD and the Public Record Office
(PRO) are public authorities under the terms of the Act and therefore the information in the public
records they hold is within its scope.

The FOI Act repeals the access provisions in section 5(1) of the Public Records Act 1958-1967
and hence from January 2005 access to public records, wherever they are and irrespective of the
- age of the records, will be governed by the FOI Act. The 30 year closure period as a default goes,




~

. .

therefore, although the 30 year point remains significant for two reasons: first, the obligation on

departments to transfer records to the PRO before they reach 30 years old remains (Public
Records Act s 3(4)) and second, some exemptions cease to apply after 30 years (FOIA s 63(1)).

The FOI Act requires the PRO, as the authority holding the records, to respond to requests for
information relating to closed records by reviewing them to determine whether an exemption
applies. This is done in consultation with the department. Ifit is decided that an exemption |
applies, and the exemption is one to which the public interest test applies, the department then
considers the public interest in disclosing the exempt information, in consultation with the Lord
Chancellor. These procedures are set out at s 66 of the FOI Act, supported by s 15 which requires
the PRO to copy a request to the department when a public interest decision must be made.

One of the exemptions relates to ‘information intended for future publication’. This might be
relevant to files that are awaiting release, but the exemption says that withholding the information
until the intended publication date would have to be ‘reasonable in all the circumstances’. You
might like to note that this exemption cannot be claimed by the PRO if the records are over 30
years old (s 64(1)). '

I hope this summary has helped to explain the position. If you want to know more about what the
Freedom of Information Act says, you might like to look at the Explanatory Notes published by
HMSO (ISBN 010 563 600 2).

I will write to you again regarding the remaining papers mentioned at paragraph 2 above, as soon
as possible.

Yours sincerely,
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From: N

Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)
Operations & Policy 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,

WC2N 5BP
Telephone (Direct dial) M
(Switchboard)
: (Fax)
& I

CHOts DAS-LA-Ops+Pol1
E-Mail das-laopspol1@defence.mod.uk
Your Reference
Foreign and Commonwealth Office Our Ref;
Records and Historical Department B?I?Ag/gge/%(/:fl
Hanslope Park ate
Milton Keynes 7 November 2002
Buckinghamshire
MK19 7BH

I would be grateful if you could provide some assistance with a request we have received for
access to papers held on a Ministry of Defence file, some of which originated in the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office.

This office is the focal point within the MOD for correspondence concerning ‘unidentified flying
objects’. One of our regular correspondents has made a request under the Code of Practice on
Access to Government Information (the Code) for any documents the MOD may hold which were
used as briefing material for a House of Lords Debate on UFOs, on 18 January 1979.

On examining our files we have discovered a number of documents which were sent to the MOD
from the FCO towards the end of 1978 concerning a proposal by Premier Gairy of Grenada to the
United Nations to establish an agency or working group for research into UFOs. This was
mentioned in the House of Lords Debate so we have every reason to believe that they were sent to
the MOD as background for the Defence Minister’s reply and are therefore relevant to this request
for information. I enclosed a copy of these documents and as you will see some are classified
Restricted and some Confidential, and they contain remarks about why the UK and other UN
nations would not support this proposal. In this suite of papers there is also one from the United
Nations General Assembly and one from the United Kingdom Mission to the United Nations, the
later of which came to us via the UN Department of the FCO. -

I would appreciate your advice as to how we may consider the release of these documents or
alternatively whether they should be withheld under one of the exemptions of the Code. If it is
considered that they should be withheld, there are two exemptions which seem to be appropriate.
Exemption 1b — Information whose disclosure would harm the conduct of international relations

COVERING CONFIDENTIAL
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or affairs, or Exemption 1c — Information received in confidence from foreign governments,
foreign courts or international organisations. We must, however, remember that if we do decide
to withhold them and our correspondent exercises his right to appeal, we will have to be able to
demonstrate to the Parliamentary Ombudsman that there would be harm caused by release.

I look forward to your reply. In the meantime if you require ahy further information, please
telephone me on the number at the top of this letter.

Yours sincerely,

COVERING CONFIDENTIAL
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‘. The meeting was called to order at 3.45 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 126: ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AGENCY OR A DEPARTMENT OF THE UNITED NATIONS
FOR UNDERTAKING, CO-ORDINATING AND DISSEMINATING THE RESULTS OF RESEARCH INTO "~
UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS AND RELATED PHENOMENA (continued) (A/33/1b1, A/33/268,
A/SPC/33/L.20) |

1. Mr, FRIDAY (Grenada)* read out a letter from L. Gordon Cocper, a former
astronaut, expressing the belief that unidentified flying objects were
2xtraterrestrial vehicles vhose crews were visitine Tarth Crom more. technically |
advanced planets, Mr, Cooper had himself spent two days in 1951 observing Ur¥Os of
different sizes flying in fighter formation, generally from east to west over
Europe. A top-level co-ordinated programme was needed to collect and analyse data
from all over the world concernins all types of encounters and to determine how best
to make friendly contact with such visitors. Man might have to prove to the
visitors that he had learned to solve his problems by peaceful means rather than by
warfare before he could be accepted as a fully qualified universal team me:itber. Such
acceptance would have tremendous possibilities for the advancement of the world in
all areas, and it would certainly seem that the United Nations had an interest in
handling the subject properly and expeditiously. If the United Nations agreed to

pursue the project, many more well-qualified people might agree to provide help and
information,

2. Ur. FRIEDMAN (Grenada)®* said it was important to remember that men throuchout
the world had something in common: they were all earthlings, a fact which tended to
be forgotten when man's many differences were aired, After 20 years of study, he
believed that there was overvhelming evidence to suggest that the planet was bveing
visited by intellizently controlled e—traterroestrial vehicles . The evidence took the
form of eye-witness testiuony from responsible persons, physical trace cases
producing chenges in the environment observable long after the UFO had left, radar
visual sightings, photographs and abductions, apparently by aliens  of earthlings
and the subsequent return of the earthlings, although there was no knowledge of
cases vhere earthlings had not been returned.@

3. Every large-scale scientific study of UFOs had provided a substantial number of
cases in vhich the observations clearly indicated that the UFO was a manufactured
object behaving in ways which could not be duplicated by manufactured objects’ on
Earth, The ability of UFOs to move and manceuvre at thousands of miles an hour,
without any visible external engine, wings or tail, indicated that the spacecraft had
been manufactured by someone other than man. Many people wished to know why UFOs
should visit Earth and what was happening on Earth that could be of interest to an
advanced civilization, Probably there were many things of interest to someone
concerned with the development of a primitive society., However, one thing was
guaranteed to be of interest to another civilization and that was the fact that
within cne hundred years men would be going to the stars, He himself, as a nuclear
physicist, had worked on fission and fusion propulsion systems vwhich would be
capable of transporting man to nearby star systems within reasonable periods of time,
and it would be obvious to any alien in the neishbourhood that man would be doing so
within a hundred years. Since the end of the Second World War, with the development

‘he full text of this statement will appear in document A/SPC/33/PV.34.
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English "
' - . Page 3
C . (r, Friedman, Grenads)

of nuclear weapons, rockets and electronics, man had become of interest to other,f?"
advanced civilizations, Naturally, such civilizations would be concerned with their
own survival and security and would therefore wish to be informed of the activities
of another civilization which was just beginning space travel; it was therefore clear
that the UFOs were obtaining data for their own purposes, acting as a kind of galactic
federation intelligence agency. :

L, People also wondered why UFOs did not make contact, He suggested that there was

no one leader with whom such alien beings could make contact. Vhereas the smallest

reasonable political unit on a galactic neighbourhood basis was a planet or a solar

- system, from the alien viewpoint men's was a primitive society whose major activity
was tribal warfare; it would make no more sense for alien beings to speak to

individual countries than for the United Nations to address individual cities.,

5. Some people were worried at the significance of flying saucers and wondered why ,
in the light of the importance of gquestions of peace, survival and hunger, people
should concern themselves with such matters. He suggested that man's very survival
might depend on his taking an earthling orientation., The easiest way of doing so was
for him to try to see himself as others saw him, TFrom up above, coming into the
planet Earth, there were no boundary lines, Acceptance of oneself as an earthling
would become natural when it was recognized that the planet Earth was being visited,

6. There were also practical aspects such as the significance of man's acquiring
motive propulsion which would enable him to travel and to transport goods from place
to place without using the traditional means’ of transport and without expending
valuable resources which were normally burnéd and thrown away., It was clear that -
aliens had solved problems such as the development of new and better means of
producing energy. In addition, the Earth might well have some resources which could. -
be exported to alien civilizations; as the densest planet in the solar system, the
Earth had more valuable heavy metals than any other planet in the neighbourhood and
might also have plant life and other materials which would be of interest to aliens.

Te iodern astronomy frequently assumed, in relation to the possibility of contact
with ertraterrestriosl intellirences, that all other solar systems were isolated in the
Same manner as our own, in which the nearest star to the sun was four light years
avay., However, within our own galactic neighbourhood there were approximately 1,000
stars, of which L6 were similar to the sun and might well be expected’to have planets
and life; some of those planets would be much older then Earth. In addition,
research into UFOs had revealed the existence of two sun-like stars, Zeta I Reticulae
and Zeta II Reticulae, which were separated Ly only three light weeks: such close
proximity would suggest that interstellar travel and communication might have been
developed much earlier than on our isolated planst. Three recent professional _
publications had expressed the view that our entire galaxy had probably already been
colonized, Perhaps the most important thing to recognize was that the next generation
would grow up in a drastically different situation; unless something was done to
prevent it, another dozen countries would soon have nuclear weapons and the world

would be further divided into groups instead of becoming the earthling civilization
vhich vas necessary for its survivale

/oo
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" A/SPC/33/SR.36
English
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“®
8. Mr, FRIDAY (Grenada) 1nv1ted meribers of the Comnittee to make subgestlons an;
recomnendations concerning the draft resolution submitted by his delegation N

(A/SPC/33/L.20) ; his delegation was very flexible as to the actual mechanism to be
decided on by the Committee for monitoring and co-ordinating research into UFOs and

would be interested to hear the ideas of other delegations on the matter. He
assuned that the vote on the resolution would take place at a later date.

O The CHAIRMAN said that the substantive con51derat10n of and vote on the
resolution would be deferred until a later meeting.

10, Mr, TUBMAN (Liberis) requested that the statements made by the members of the
delegation of Grenada should be reproduced in extenso in the records so that
delegates could study then more closely,

11. The CHATIRMAN recalled that the General Assembly, at the Uth plenary mneetins of
its current session, had decided to maintain the option that had traditionally been

approved for the Specisl Political Committee to obLtain trans criptions of debates of
some of its meetings, or portions thereof,

12. Hiss HARDEN (United Kingdom) asked what the financial implications of such
action would be,

13. The CHAIRMAN said that such expenditure as might be incurred by the provision
of transcriptions of the Camittee's aebates was considered to be part of the normal
work of the General Assembly; there were no direct financial implications., If he

heard no objection, he would take it that tne Committee approved the request made
by the representative of Liberia.

1k, It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 4,15 pum.
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FOLLOWING IS DRAFT TEXT: T ——— -l

THE SPECIAL POLITICAL CCMMITTEE RECOMMENDS TO “THE
.. GENERAL ASSEMBLY ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING GONSENSUS:

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAS TAKEN NOTE OF THE
STATEMENTS MADE, AND DRAFT RESCLUTION SUBMITTED BY GRENADA
AT THE 32ND AND 33RD SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
REGARDING UNIDENTIFIED FLYING GBJECTS AND RELATED PHEMNOMENA,

»

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY INVITES INTERESTED MEMBER
STATES TG TAKE APPROPRIATE STEPS TO CO-ORDINATE ON ‘
A NATIONAL LEVEL SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND INVESTIGAT ION .
INTO EXTRATERRESTRIAL LIFE, INCLUDING UNIDENTIFIED
FLYING OBJECTS, AND TO INFORM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE
OBSERVATIONS, RESEARCH, AND EVALUATION OF SUCH ACTIVITIES,

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY REQUEST THE SECRETARY—-GENERAL TO
TRANSHIT THE STATEMENTS OF THE DELIGATION OF GRENADA AND THE
RELEVART DGCUMENTATION TO THE COMMITTEE ON THE PEAZEFUL USES
CF CUTER SPACE, SO THAT THEY MAY CONSIDER THEM AT THEIR 1979

MEETING,

THE COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF QUTER SP\CE WILL

PERMIT GRENADA, UPON ITS REQUEST, TO PRESENT THEIR VIEWS TO THE
COMMITTEE AT iTS NEXT SESSION. - THE COMMITTEE’S CELIBERATION

WILL BE IMCLUDED IN TS REPORT WHiCH WILL BE CONSIDERED BY THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS 34TH SESS!CN,

-
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- TELEGRAM NUMBER 2732 OF 5 DECEMBER A0 ‘ Y

YOUR TELNOS 1537 AND 1539, MY TELNO 2698 AND MISS HARDEN'S
LETTER OF 4 DECEMBER TO MRS WISEMAN UN DEPARTMENT: UNIDEMTIFIED
FLY ING OBJECTS

1. THE AUSTRIANS HAVE INFORMED US THAT THE GRENADANS AND THE RUSS IANS
NOW ALSO HAVE AUTHORITY TO AGCEPT THE CONSENSUS TEXT (WHICH 1S '
REPEATED IN MIFT IN CASE YOU STILL HAVE NOT RECEIVED LETTER UMNDER
REFERENCE). THE AMERICANS DO NOT EXPECT FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS

FROM WASH INGTON AND ALSO INTEND TO- GO ALONG WITH THE CON SENSUS.

WE PROPOSE TO DO LIKEWISE., THE ISSUE IS DUE TO BE DECIDED IN THE
SPECIAL POLIT /) CAL COMMITTEE ON 8 DECEMBER.

2. ALTHOUGH THIS TEXT IS NOT IDEAL, IT HAS NO FINANCIAL OR
MANPCWER IMPLICATIONS FOR THE UN, DOES NCT COMMIT THE UN TC ANY
- SPECIFIC ACTION CN UFO’S AND PRECLUDES THE INSCRIPTICI OF A
SEFARATE UFC ITEM ON NEXT YEAR’S AGENDA (THE SUBJECT /CULD BE -
SU:SUMED IN THE CUTER SPACE ITEM AS A PARAGRAPH IN TH . REPORT
CF THE CUTER SPACE CCMMITTEE). IN ANY EVENT THERE 1S 40 REAL
PRISPECT OF NEGOTIATING FURTHER AMENDMENTS.

'
i
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| YOUR TELNOS 2539, 2566, 2567 AND MISS HARDEN’S LETTER OF-
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TO IMMEDIATE UKMIS NEW YORK | o
TELEGRAM NUMBER 1539 OF 5 DECEMBER ; o

21 NOVEMBER:1 UFOS N

1. WE REMAIN OPPOSED IN PRINCIPLE TO THE GRENADAN INITIATIVE FOR THE

REASONS STATED IN THE BRIEF. IF THE RESOLUTION IN YOUR TELNO 2567
IS PUT FORWARD YOU SHOULD OPPOSE iT, o

2. WE SHOULD, HOWEVER, BE WILLING TO HELP THE GRENADANS OFF THE

FOOK IF IT CAN BE DONE WITHOUT ANY FINANCIAL AND MANPOWER |
IMPLICATIONS FOR GOVERNMENTS (OTHER THAN GRENADA) OR THE UN, W&

QQULD THEREFORE ABSTAIN ON A PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A GROUP OF

EXPERTS OR A SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR, PROVIDED THAT AS WE ASSUME FROM YOUR
TELEGRAM 2566 THE GROUP’S ACTIVITIES WOULD BE FINANCED BY THE |
SOVERNMENT OF GRENADA, 1T WOULD ALSO HELP IF THE SUBJEGT COULD BE o
PUT ON THE AGENDA OF THE 35TH SESSION: IN LINE WITH THE RECOMMEND-
ATION IN THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S ANNUAL REPORT THAT ITEMS SHOULD
ROT AUTOMATICALLY GO ON THE AGENDA FROM SESSION To SESSION,

3. YOU SHOULD ALSO KEEP IN MIND GRENADA’S ABSENCE (WHETHER PLANNED
Of FORTUITOUS, WE DO NOT KNOW) FROM THE FOURTH COMMITTEE VOTE ON ~
FOREIGN ECONOMIC INTERESTS. THE FRG MAY BE WELL PLACED T0 SUGGEST

TO THE DELEGATION OF GRENADA THAT SOME DELEGATIONS WOULD BE BETTER
DISPOSED TO ACCEPT A PROPOSAL ON THE LINES OF PARA 2 ABOVE IF

GRENADA WERE TO ABSTAIN IN THE PLENARY VOTE ON FORE|GN ECONOMIC
INTERESTS, '
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1. How to react to further proposals by Grenada, following up their
1977 initiative on UFOs.

2. At last year's General Assembly Premier Gairy of Grenada urged the
United Nations to establish an agency or working group for research
into unidentified flying obJects. Mr Luard expressed the view that
the proposal would bring the UN into d1srepute. Accordingly, the UK
delegation was instructed to opposeithe draft Grenadan resolution. In
the event, no vote was taken on the resolution; as a compromise, tﬁe
General Assembly ° stud1ed the text”" and requested the Secretary- Generat
to transm1t it to state members of the UN and to interested spec1al1sed

agencies so that they might communicate their views to the Secretary-
General,

3. The Secretary~General's subsequent report contained only three replie
from Governments, (India, Luxembourg and the Seychelles) and unforth-
coming reactions from two specialised agencies.

4. The Permanent Mission of Grenada circulated a letter to Permanent
Missions in New York on 10 November, which was followed up by a statement
to the Special Political Committee on 27 November by the Prime M1n1ster
of Grenada, who complicated matters by 1ntroduc1ng 8 new resolution inste

of the one previously circulated. Subsequent developments are reported
in UKMIS telno 2566 of 27 November.

5. The brief for this item is at ftag F.




({nclhdfng fﬁ; f§é Presidency aﬁd the United States) are making an
effort to help Grenada off the hook 1f this can be done without cost
to the UN. . It must also be said, in fairness, that the Grenadan
proposal is nowmore ridiculous than many other proposals before the
UN. Indeed President Carter has in the past reportedly taken a
personal interest in the subject of UFOs. The proposal is at least
not positively harmful to UK interests, whereas taking too strong and
open a stand against Mr Gairy could be. Moreover, if we can help the
Grenadans to reach a compromise, it could conceivably help us to
persuade them to abstain on the vote on foreign economic and other
interests in plenary (the Fourth Committee Resolution which 1nter alia

strongly condems the UK and others for dealings with South Africa).

7. I recommend that we 1nstruct the Mission to continue to resist the
original Grenadan proposal but to glve discreet support to efforts by
Western or other countries to postpone or reduce the scope and cost-‘

of the Grenadan proposal as much as possible. I accordingly submit a
draft telegram to UKMIS New York.

8. UND were consulted on UN aspects, and concur.

Energy Science and

 Space Department
4 December 1978 E 024 233 5520

cc:
Mr Weir
UND
MECD -

News Department
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TELEGRAM KUMBER 2566 OF 27 NCVEMBER

Y TELNO 25393 AGENDA ITEM HO 1983 UFOS

1. THE TWO MEETINGS IN THE SPC ON THE ABOVE ITEM TODAY
FOLLCWED THE SGENARIO OUTLINED I4 MY TELEGRAM unnzn'nstnsnca,
CXCEPT THAT MR GAIRY COMPLICATED MATTCRS sy FNTRCDUCING A NEW
¢ RESOLUTION IN HIS CPENING STATEMENT INSTEAD CF THE CHE
FREVIGUSLY CIRCULATED TO MISSIONS (M1SS HARDEH'S LETTER OF
¢l HOVEMBER TO MRS wiISEMAN).,  THE NEY RESCLUTICN ELALGRATES
CTHE IDEA N THE INDIAN REPLY TC THE SECRETARY-GREHIRAL
{A/33/263), PROFOSING INTET ALIA THAT THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
SHOULD APPOINT A THREE-MENDER GROUR 'GF EXPERTS MEETING UNDER
BIE AEGIS OF THE QUTER SPACE COMMITTEE AMD REPCRTING THRCUGH
HAT COMMITTEE TO THE 34Th SESSION. (TEXT 11 MIFT),

2 .THERE HAD BEEN NO PRIOP WARNING THAT THE GRENADANS
IATEHDED TAPLING A NEW RESSLUTION TODAY AfD MEMBERS OF THE
CUTER SPACE COHo‘-!ITTEE,PARHCULA.‘?LY THE AUSTRIAM CHAIRMAN WHO
HAD HOT BEEN CONSULTED, WERE STROHGLY (PPOSED TO THIS
FURTHER ATTEMPT TO INVGLVE THE CUTZR SPACE CCMMITTEE IN THE
SUBJECT OF UFCS.  THT AUSTHIANS, MICHG STHERS, PRIVATEZLY
BITIMATED THEIR DISMAY TO THE GRENADAN MISSICN, WHO BY THE
LiD OF THE AFTERHOCN MEETING GAVE SIGNS OF REGRETTING THE IR
FRZCIPITANCE,  BEFORT THE CHAIRMAN CLCSED THE MELTIHG FRIDAY
(4 1%1STER CF EDUCATION) INTCRVENED TC SAy THAT THZ GRENADANS
WERY FLEXIBLE ABGUT THEIR DRAFT RESCLUTICH AXD INVITED
LLLEGATIONS TO CONVEY ANY SUGGESTIONS THEY MIGHT HAVE TO THE
CREIADAN MISSION PENDING RESUMPTION OF DISCUSSION CF THE ITEM
AT A LATER DATE. - | B

“

UNGIASSIFIED .
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"THIS WILL ALLOW TIME TO wiRK OUT A% ALTERAATIVE PROPOSAL, =

THE GERMANS, WITH AUSTRIAN BACKING, FAVGUR A GRCUP CF EXPERTS.
TO BE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF GRENADA, WHICH MIGHT (N

DUE COURSE REPORT ITS FINDINGS TO THE SECRLTARY-CENTRAL. THE
US MISSION, WHEM MR GAIRY CALLED GN THEM ON ob NCVEMEER, FLCATED

THE IDEA OF A SPECIAL RAPPCRTEUR (TO BE FINANCED BY THE GOVERNMENT

6F GRENADA) WHO WOULD STUDY THE PROBLEM AND REPCRT BACK TO THE
SECRETARY—-GENERAL,  THE RUSSIANS WOULD LIKE TO SEE A~

T REPETITION CF THE PRCCEDURE ADCPTED LAST YEAR: IE 7O DEFER THE

ITEM WITH SOME FACE~SAVING PRCPGSAL FLCR FURTHER CCMMENTS BY
PITCRESTED PARTIES, OR A FURTHER STUDY., THIS LAST WCULD BE THE
BZST SOLUTICH, BUT GAIRY IS SAYING THAT HE wilLL HOT BE PUT OFF
AGALN THIS YEAR,

4, WE ASSUME THAT YOU WOULD NCT WISH THIS SUBJECT TG BE
LANDED 1N THE LAP OF THE CUTER SPACE COMMITTEE.  IT wCULD,BE
HILPFUL, IN THE NEGCTIATIONS wHICH ARE BUUND TO TAKE PLACE
DURING THE NEXT FEW DAYS, TO HAVE AN INDICATION As TO WHETHER
YoU WOULD INCLIHE TC AN ABSTENTICH OR A VOTE AGAIXST IN
RESPECTABLE COMPANY ON THE RESCLUTION IN MY (,F,T. WE ASSUME,
ALSD, THAT YOU WOULD. WISH US TO WORK FCR ALTERNATIVES CH THE
LINES DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH 3 AROVE. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO
HAVE  ANY COMMENTS AS SOCN AS POSSIBLE.

RICHARD

‘PILES
UND

M & CD
IR, VEIR

2. '
URBERSSIFIED
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T0 IMMEDIATE FCO R b
TEL NO 2567 OF 27 NOV ‘ | N
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_MIPT: AGENDA ITEM NO 128: UFO’S o |

GREMADA: DRAFT RESOLUTICN

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

MINDFUL OF ITS CCMMITMENT TO PROMGTE INTERNATIONAL CG-CPERATION (N
- SOLVING INTERNATIGNAL PROBLEMS, | *
HOTIHG THE STATEMENTS MADE BY GREMADA AT THE THIRTIETH, THIRTY-FIRST,
THIRTY~SECCND AND THIRTY-THIRD SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL® ASSEMBLY
REGARD UNIDENTIFIED FLYING CBJECTS AND RELATED PHENOMENA WHICH
CONTIRUE TO BAFFLE MANKIND, AND GRENADAS APPEAL TG HAVE THE UNITED .
MATICHS CONDUCT AND CO-ORDINATE RESEARCH INTO THESE BAFFLING PHENGME-
NA, AND TO DISSEMINATE MORE WIDELY AMONG THE NATI04S GF THE WCRLD
INFORMATION AND OTHER DATA GATHERED AND AVAILABLE ON THE

PHENOMENA, ‘ N

AWARE CF THE GROWING INTEREST TAKEN BY PECPLE OF THE WORLD IN
UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS AMD RELATED PHELGMEMA, AND ALSG INTEREST
"N OSTRANGE HAPPENINGS IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE WORLD, AND RECGGNISING
THE COMMITMENT TO RESEARCH INTO THESE PHENCMENA DINONSTRATED BY
CIRTAIN NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS, INDIVIDUAL SCIENTISTS, RESEARCHERS AND
SDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS,

1. RECOMMENDS THAT, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE APPRUPRIATE SPECIALISED
GENCIES, THE UNITED NATIONS INITIATE, CONDUGT AND CO-ORDIMATE
RESEARCH INTO THE MATURE AND CRIGIN OF UMIDENTIFIED FLY iNG OBJECTS
AUD RELATED PHEMNOMENA: : -

2, REQUESTS THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO INVITE MEMBER STATES, SPECIAL-
ISED AGLNCIES AND NON-GOVERNMEHTAL CRGANISATIONS TO TRAHSUIT TO HINM

8Y 31 MAY 1979 INFORMATICH AND PRGPOSALS WHICH WCULD.FACILITATE THE
PROPOSED STUDY; ’ '

-

UNGHSSIFIED
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.F’URTHER REQUESTS THE SECRETARY~GENEPAL TGO APPCINT AT THE fa;
POSSIBLE DATE A THREC-MEMBER GRCUP OF EXPERTS UHDER THE AEGIS
CF THE CCMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES GF QUTER SPACE, FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEF INING GUIDELINES FOR THE PRCPOSED STUDY: K

4. DECIDES THAT THE GROUP OF EXPCRTS MEET DURING THE SESSICHS GF THE
COMMITYEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES CF GUTER SPACE TO STUDY INFCRIATION
AHD PROPOSALS SUBMITTED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL BY MEMBER STATES,

LT

SPECIALISED AGENCIES AND NON-GOVERMMENTAL ORGAN ISATICNS
. 3. FURTHER DECIDES THAT THE GROUP OF EXPZRTS REPCRT ON ITS WCRK
THROUGH THE COMMITTCE CN THE PEAGEFUL USES OF CUTZR SPACE TC THE
i THIRTY-FCURTH SESSION GF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY s
f. DECIDES FURTHER TO INCLUDE IN THE PROVISIGIAL AGENDA OF THE
TIRTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMELY AN |TEM ENTITLED
"'REPORT OF THE GRCUP OF EXPERTS OF THE COMMITTEE O THE PEACEFUL
USES OF CUTER SPACE FOR THE DEF1HING OF GUIDEL INES FOR THE STUDY
CF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS AND RELATED PHEHCHMENA' ', -7

RICHARD

PILES
UND
M & CD

. MR.WEIR

2 N\
UNEEASSIEIED
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. AGENDA ITEM NO 198: UFO’S | | | | -
@Mlss HARDEMS LETTER OF 21 NOVEMBER TO MRS/'\’ISEMAH

e e 2o

1. THIS'ITEN IS NOW SCHEDULED TG START ON MONDAY 27 NOVEMBER Il THE
SPC. IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE FIRST MEETING WILL CPEN WITH A STATEMENT
BY MR GAIRY, THE PRIME MINISTER OF GRENADA, (WHO 1S CCMING TO KEw '
YORK ESPECIALLY FOR THE OCCASICH) AND WILL BE FCLLOWED BY STATEMENTS
BY SEVcRAL EXPERTS ON UFO’S WHC AT ACCCMPANY ING MR GAIRY, AlID BY A
VALT DISHEY FILM wHICH MR GAIRY HAS ALSC LAID OY. THE COMMITTEE wILL

THEM MOVE ON TOs ANCTHER ITEM TO ALLCW TIME FOR CClHSULTATIONS,

2, THE IDEA IS TO LET MR GAIRY HAVE HIS DAY, WAITING UNTIL HE HAS
LEFT HEW YORK BEFORE ATTEMPTING TO NEGOTIATE A CCHPRCMISE WITH .HE.'
”%ﬂNAuA MISSION WHICH wiLL IDEALLY REQUIRE MENIMAL, CR EVEM 1D, Ui
PIVCLVEMENT AND NO ADDITIGHAL UN EXPEMDITURE. VARIZUS IDZAS ARE L
SES 1NN IHG TO BE DISCUSSED IN THE CCRRIDCRS. WE MAY Bf AZLE TC REPCRT
AFTER 'CNDAYS MEETING WHICH LOOK WCRTH CCNSIDERING.

RICHARD

F\;u.rs.s - |
Fiv oD URESFRANTIED
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the Permanent Mission?of:Grenada.iswselﬁ-explénatory. ‘In their
preliminary saundings this iyear)it: wduld seem that the Mission of

Grenada:has found little if-any support for.its more ambitious
proposal -for establishing an agency, or department, and is therefore

falling back on a more modest “proposal.
-~ . . . s : « oz

1 PRIV R . S0 » .. .
2. I assume that yau would wish us if possible tq discour

14

-\

~5

age this
too, provided we are .in.good company and do not take tha lead. It

is possihle however that it will ‘acquire: support as a 'fallback!:
position which :the majority will be prepared to' go along with to°

save Grendada's face. -.-We will keep in-.close touch wit
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MISSION OF'GRENADA TO THE UNITED NATIONS ..
< - 7468 BEGOND AVENUE, SUITE 502, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 -
2 . TELEPHONE: (212) 759-0e78
- CABLE: “GRENDUM" NEWYQRY,

'

" 2 OUR REF:

The Permanent Mission of Grenada to the United Nations presents - -
its compliments to the Permanent Missions of Member States to the United
Nations and with reference to the Permanent Representative of Grenada's
letter of August 29, 1978 has the honour to remind that Grenada's item
on the subject of Unidentified Flying Objects and extra-terrestrial

phenomenon will come up for discussion in the Special Political Committee
this week beginning November 27th. - ' "% ;

The Permanent Mission of Grenada wishes to bring to the attention of
Member States thgt, in the interest of not foisting upon the United
Nations, at this point in time, the setting up of a Department or Agency
which would involve heavy financial costs, the Government of Grenada is
proposing that the contemplated study and research be placed in the hands
of a small comittee or ad hoc group of éxperts, whose task will be to

subinit a preliminary report on a possible framework for the study and
research into the baffling phenomenon. . . '

It is the hope of the Government of- Grenada that this proposal and
a draft resolution formilated along these lines will receiye the support

.of Member States at the United Nations at this 33rd Regular Session of
the General Assembly, B

The Permanent Mission of Grenada further has the honour to attach
the general outline of the draft resolution contemplated.

The Permanent Mission of Grenada to the United Nations avails-itself

of this opportunity to renew to the Permanent Missions of Member States to
the United Nations the assurances 1f its highest consideration.

New York, November 10, 1978

Permanent Mission of Member States //'A'-' : 3 Pt ’ff*}..
to the UNTTED NATIONS A S A
NEW YORK [ e
. ° .-.' * '\ ,?\ :
‘n N . ’_'."’I‘.. 5 d
\ '3 -... ‘.J ’l
. :




~ The General Assembly, -~ - - x5

Mindful of its committment to'pfoﬁote'internatiqnal co-operation in solying
international problems, R : Coa _ e B

Aware of the growing interest taken by people of the world in Unidentified
Flying Objects and related Phenomena which continue to baffle mankind, and
in strange happenings in various parts of the world

LR 2K B BN N B 3 B NPy

Noting

data gathered®

3 . . » . s
Recognising the committment to Tesearch into these phenomena demonstrated

Y individual scientists, researchers, educational institutions and National
Governments.

1. Recommends that there be initiated afépecialzofficial United ‘Nutions

study on the nature and relationship of Unidentified Flying Objects and
extra-terrestrial phenomena.

2. Requests The Secretary-General to appoint at the earliest possible
date an '"ad hoc group of experts" of not more than seven (7) scientific
experts drawn from within the United Nations Secretariat and from private
rescarch organisations with the task of elaborating a possible framework
for the above-mentioned study.

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to make available to the ad hoc
group of experts ail the relevant material, including pProposals made by
Member States as well as previous and current studies available on the subject.

4. Further reques
by Junc 1, 1970,

S the Committee to submit a preliminaty report on its work

5. Further requests the Secretary-General to transmit the preliminary report
of the ad hoc group of experts to Member States not later than .July 30th, 1979,
6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of the thirty Fourth Session
of the Ceneral Assembly the item entitled "Report of the ad hoc group of cxperts"
to investigate the nature and relationship of Unidentified Flying Objects and
extra-terrestrial phenomena. ' ‘

‘;Dccides further that a comprehensive report of the committee will be tabled
at the 35th Regulur Session of the General Assembly,
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53RD SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
GEhERAL ASEMBLY

AGENDA ITEM NO 128

ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AGENCY OR A DEPARTMENT OF THE UNITED
NATIONS FOR UNDERTAKING, CO-ORDINATING AND DISSEMINATING
THE RESULTS OF RESEARCH INTO UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS
AND RELATED PHENOMENA (ITEM PROPOSED BY GRENADA (8/33/131)).
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The attached brief has been preparcéd by the Energy Science and
Space Departmant in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in
consultation with Departmant of Industry and the Home Offlce.
Any comments should be addressed to D A Lloyd in Energy

Science and Space Department Forelgn and Commonwealth Office,
Tel 233 32209.




¥ A UK ATMS

To oppose the establishment of any such agesncy.
B POINTS TO MAKE

2. The British delegation does not think that the establish-
ment of an agency for research into unidentified flying
X objects is appropriate to the functions of the United Nations.
) It considers that the exitence of such an agency under UN
auspices would be an unjustifiable drain on UN resources
which could be better deployed elsewhere.

C TACTICS

3. Hopefully a confrontation with the representative of
Grenada can be avoided, but the UK should not hesitate to
make its views known as and when appropriate. Ynu should

seek whatever support you can particul=rly among the Nine.

BACKGROUND

4, At last year's UN General Assembly, the Grenadan

- delegation, with the full support of Premier Gairy, sought
to establish an ad hoc working group of the UN to evaluate
UFO reports. FCO Minsiters expressed the view that to set
up any such body would r:duce the credibility of the UN;
accordingly th= UK delegation was instructed to oppose.

In the event, no vote was taken on the Grenadan Resolution}
as a compromise, the General Assembly "studied the text"

and reguested the Zecretary-General to transmit it "to states
members of the UN and to interested specialised agencies so

that they might communicate their views to the Secretary-
General'.
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CIRISTERS HAVE EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT, SIICE AGREEMENT TO SET
WP SUCH A’ AGENCY WOULD REDUCE THE CREDIBILITY OF THE UN, WE

SIOULD GPPOSE JT, YOU SHOULD BE GUIDED AGCORDINGLY SEEK 111G ,' !
"HATEVER SUPPORT YOU CAN, PARTICULARLY AMONG THE MINE. |
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. YOUR TELNOS. 2241 AND 2242 AND TELECON HANNAY/STYCHE.

]

CUFO 1 TEM,

1. WE REMAIN FIRMLY OPPOSED TO A GRENADA RESOLUTION ON UFOS. WE ‘
DO NOT CONSIDER SUCH OPPOSITION LIKELY TO BE DAMAGING EITHER TO
THE UK OR TO THE UNe YOU SHOULD, THEREFORE, MAKE NO ATTEMPT .TO
CONCEAL THE UK’S INTENTION OF VOTING AGAINST ANY RESOLUT|ON

CONTAINING AN OPERATIONAL OUTCOME, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER OR NOT
THIS LEAVES us IN A MINORITY.

2« IF THE GREMNADANS CAN BE PERSUADED TO ABANDON THEIR RESOLUTION
WE THINK THAT REFERRAL OF THEIR UFO INTEREST TO THE COMMITTLC ON
CUTER SPACE WOULD PROVIDE THE BEST FACE SAVING DEVICE. THIS
COMMITIEE 1S AFTER ALL THE ESTABLISHED UM BODY DEALING WITH OUTER
SPACE MATTERS. WE UNDERSTAND THE AUSTRIAN GHAIRMAN’S ANXIETIES
GUT THINK THAT IN VIEW OF THE COMMITTEE’S EXISTING WORK LOAD,

THIS ITSELF SHOULD BE A REASONABLE GUARANTEE THAT THE UFO ISSUE

VOULD BE PLACED AT THE BOTTOM OF ITS AGENDA WITH A FAIR CHANCE
CF BEING IGNORED INDEFINITELY,

3. WE ARE LESS ATTRACTED TO THE SUGGESTION IN PARAGRAPH 6 OF

TELNO, 2241, 1T HAS THE DISADVANTAGE THAT ONCE THE UFO ISSUE ~

YAS INSCRIBED AS AN AGENDA | TEM FOR THt GENERAL ASSEMBLY IT WOULD
BE THERE IN BLACK AND WHITE AND WE COULD NOT REPEAT NOT BE CERTAIN

THAT CONTINUING PRESSURE FROM GRENADA, PERHAPS WITH THE SUPPORT

OF OTHER DELEGATIONS, WOULD NOT LEAD TO ITS DISCUSSION EITHER AT

THE 33RD OR 34TH SESS!ON OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
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MY TELRO 2271 . - B S — e
SPC: UFO ITEM
1. THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SPC WAS SUCCESSFUL IN PERSUADING THE !
SRENADANS AND THE CHAIRMEN OF THE REGIONAL GROUPS TO ACCEPT HIS |
COMPROM ISE SOLUTION, AND THIS AFTERNOON READ our THE FOLLOWING .-
STATEMENT:

THE SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
l”HE ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING DRAFT CONSENSUS3:

1. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAS TAKEN NOTE OF THE STATEMENTS MADE IN
VHE SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF GKEWADA ON
23 NOVEMBER 1977 AND BY THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION OF GRENADA ON 28 '
AlID 30 NOVEMBER AND ... DECEMBER 1977 (A/SPC/32/PV.35, A/SPc/32/SR 37
AND A/SPC/32/SRe ees)e

2. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAS ALSO STUDIED THE TEXT OF THE DRA#T
RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY GRENADA (A/SPC/32/L.28) B

3. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY REQUESTS THE SECRETARY=-GENERAL TO
TRANSMAT THE TEXT OF THE DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/SPC/32/L.20), TOGETHER |
WITH THE ABOVE-MENTIONED STATEMENTS, TO STATES MEMBERS OF THE UMITED -
IATIONS AND TO INTERESTED SPECIALIZED AGENCIES, SO THAT THEY MAY
COMMUNICATE THEIR VIEWS TO THE SECRETARY~GENERAL. _

4, THE GEMERAL ASSEMBLY ALSO. REQUESTS THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO
BRING THEIR REPLIES TO THE ATTENTION OF ALL MEMBER SYATES AND
lNTEREoTED SPEC!AL!ZED AGENC!ES.

RICHARD

FILES: L
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DAS-LA-Ops+Pol1

From: DAS-LA-Ops+Pol1

Sent: 16 September 2002 16:58
To: DAO ADGE1

Subject: Request for Information

As you will be aware Dr Clarke has made five new requests for Information under the Code of Practice on Access to
Government information. One of the incidents he has asked about was on 30/31 March 1993 when a large number
of military personnel, Police, civilians etc made UFO reports. Dr Clarke has asked for a copy of the reports and the
assessment made. Our files contain reports and Nick Pope's letters to D155 and notes about D Air Def but no
assessment from your predecessors. We are going to search our other files for this period but | would be grateful if

you could ask your registry to call back D Air Def 111/6/4 Part G which | believe is in archives and may contain a
copy of D Air Def's assessment of these events.

| will be on leave until the 4th October, but prehaps we can discuss further on my return.
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Avrbitration

Lord HACKING: I say nothing, but
tzg Jeave to withdraw, ' v

Awendment, by leave, withdrawn.

{Amendment No. 27 not moved.)

73p.m.

Lord HACKIMNG moved Amendrent
No. 28:

Afier Clause 5, insert the following new clause:

Amendment of principal Act reluting to
appoinimeir of new arbitrators
. At the end of section 23 of the principal
Act there shall be added the foilowing:

“ Where an Arbitrator or Umpire has been
removed under subscction 23(1) above, any
party to the reference meay serve on the other
parties to the reference, a wrilten notice to
appoint, or, as the case may bs, to concur in
appointing, an Arbitrator or Umpire in place
of the Arbitrator or Umpire so removed, and
if the appointment is not niade within seven
clear days after the service of the notice, the
High Court o1 a Judge thereof may, on applica-
tion by the party wiho gave the notice, appoint
an Arbitrator or Unipire who shall have the
like powers to act within the reference and
make an award as had the Arbitraior or
Umpire who has been removed.”.”).

The noble Lord said: Before I withdraw
this Amendment, may I mention that [
drafted this Amendment within the ambit
of the new clause that T am proposing to
replace Section 23. It is more appropriate
to have the appointment of another
arbitrator under terms (which other terms

.

come from other clauses of this Bill) |

than to use the terms used in Section 25
of the Arbitration Act 1950. I beg to
move,

The LORD CHANCELLOR: The
Amendment allowing the court to replace
an arbitrator removed for misconduct is,
I am advised, vnnecessary. Section 25 of
the 1950 Act deals with the matter and
gives the court adequate powers to replace
a removed arbitrator. I do not know
whether that covers the point that the
noble Lord has made or not; but if be is
still reverting to the use of the concept
of misconduct in this connection, then,

~as 1 have said, I am willing to look at that

again in other connections.

Lord HACKING: 1 will leave the
matter there.: 1 have already mentioned
to the noble and learned Lord that I
believe these words are better than those
in Section 25. That is the reason why I
drafted them.
the Amendment.

1 beg leave to withdraw

B S S R O P
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An1cndm¢nt, by leave, withdrawn.

Lord HACKING “moved . Amendment

No. 29:

After Clause 5, insert the following new clauser ©

Amendment of s. 14} of Avbitrazion Act 1975 .

(** . Insubscction 1(4) Arbitration Act 1975
afier *“is a party > there shall be added the
words ** to the proceedings ™.”).

The noble Lord said: i shall briefly
address the Commiittee on Amendments
29 and 30. The noble and learned Lord
has already replied to ny Amendment
No. 17 which is related to these Amend-
ments and he has left ine in 2 position of
suspension. 1 do not know the noble
and learned Lord’s mind, but T am happy
to remain in suspension until the Report
stage or until such time as he is able to
take me oui of it. I begto move.

The LORD CHANCELLOR: I hope
that the noble Lord will not suffer unduiy
in a state that I prefer to call suspended
animation rather than suspension.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
[Amendment 30 not moved. )
Remaining clauses agreed 1o,

House resumed: Bill reported with an
Amendment.

" UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

7.7 p.rh. : ' :

The Earl of CLANCARTY rose to
call attention to the increasing number
of sightings and landings on a world-
wide scale of unidentified Aving ohjecis
(UFOs), and tc the need for an intra-
governmental study of UFOs; and to move
for Papers. The noble Earl said: It is
with much pleasure that I introduce this
debate this evening about unidentified
flying objects—known more briefly as
UFOs and sometimes as flying saucers.
I understand that this is the first time the
subject of UFGs has been debated in your
Lordships® House, so that this is indeed a
unique occasion. Before proceeding fur-
ther I think T should declare an Interest,
in that [ have written a number of books
about UFQOs. 1 am grateful to thase
noble Lords who are going 1o foliow me
in this debate and I am sure that it wiil
be a most stimulating discussion.
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Before speaking about the need for an | in 1947, millions of people all over the . Howa
intra-governmental study of UFOs, which | world have seen the UFOs. This brings the p:
is the basis of my Motion being debated | me to the class of witnesses that see There
today, I think it advisable to give your | UFOs. It is true that occasionally one ones.
Lordships some background to this fas- gets the odd crank or hoaxer; but the out to
cinating subject of UFOs. I shall briefly | majority of witnesses are sincere peeple, who f
cover a little history, the classes of wit- | Then again many witnesses are pilots, force i
nesses, the characteristics of UFQOs and police officers, coastguards, radar opera- five mi
some important sightings, and then I shall | tors—in short, trained observers, Many stayed
deal with the vital subject of the attitude astronauts have seen WUFQs. Many 80 mil
of governments to _ these important | people ask me: * Why is it that astroq. object
phenomena. - | omers go %ot sIee tin:m?” ’ll'he answer radio
, is that they do. In a letter published in the Labrad
 Although UFOs have come to the fore Daily Telegraph on 4th January last year, in the
since the end of the last World War, Ilisted eight well-known astronomers whe Bay s
gl}:g.:ryare A;?;%?)?sth(;f ;:;g:s Zgi. :1}11;0]115}2 had seen UFOs, including Dr. Clyde All the
- >
Professor Alberio Tulli, former direcios Tombaugh, discoverer of the planet Pluto, éhe figl
of the Egyptian Museum at the Vatican, Now a few words, my Lords, about the 15ap p,e-
was found ome of the earliest known | UFOs themselves.  Actually, the name ones‘we
records of a fleet of flying saucers. It | * flying saucer” given by the Press in acregu
was written on papryus long ago in | 1947 was a misnomer as they come in all saw the
ancient Egypt—actually, it was at the sorts of shapes and sizes: cigar, oval, ; In N
time of Thutmose II1, circa 1504 to 1450 | disc, sphere, doughnut, crescent and Comma
BC, who, with his army witnessed the tadpole shaped. You name it, my Lords, : Nerth
sighting of what we today would call | the list is endless. I should like to say a : UFOs v
UFOs. few words about their characteristics, Several
. UFOs often have very bright lights and ! storage
Now, I am not going to bore YOUL | sometimes when in flight change colours I were se
Lordships with accounts of UFOs in | jn'ypa way through the colour spectrum. : dimmed
every century because I want to get 0% | Sometimes the light from a UFO is so :  One of
to the very tnteresting things happening intense that its shape is obscured from ! ever oc
today. In modern gunxes things began | o 0% ot light energy is so powerful ¢ report
to happen during World Var Il when both | 1.0 witnesses have been burned on. the {  Levy aj
ailied and German pilots saw strange face and hands if in too close a proximity . 27th Fel
circular lights around their planes. We to a UFO : ive yo!
called them Foo fighters. Both Allied ) : o ' ! iver 3
and German pilots thought that they were | Another characteristic of the UFOs is : Teherin‘
secret weapons of the other side. " After | electrical interference  with  various telephon
the war, on 24th June 1947, an American | machines. UFOs have been notorious for the I}ran.'
called Kenneth Arnold, piloting his own stopping cars at short range. The driver { tom jet {
plane, was on a mercy mission trying to | will hear his engine splutter and it stops ; someJ “79
find another aircraft that had crashed running.  Besides cars, many other about h
‘somewhere in the Cascade Mountains in | machines have ‘been affected, including ; of the Ir:
the State of Washington. Suddenly, he | aircraft, motor cycles, buses, lorries and : instrame
spotted nine gleaming objects, crescent tractors. UFOs are said to be the cause %] ilot ha
shaped, flying in a zigzag fashion between of some of the power blackouts in the : l};ase
his plane and the mountains. He managed { USA, Mexico and other countries. Indeed, ! ’
to calculate their speed because he was UFOs have been seen flying along power i A sex
"able to get a fix—I think that is the tech- | lines in the USA just before black-outs. ; faster the
nical term—between two mountain peaks, | Furthermore, I have a pictire on the wall i began to
Rainier and Baker. It appeared that the of my study at home of a UFQ doing and svo
objects were travelling at some 1,460 miles just that! _ ) ! extraords
per hour—a very fast speed in 1947. . . a8 secuns
Now, I will mention one or two of the big one,
Some time after landing, Arnold, in | more impressive sightings since the war. The jet
answer. to a question from the Press, | On the 29th June, 1954, a BOAC Bocing air-to-air
described the motion of the flying objects | stratocruiser * Centaurus ”* had taken off
as being like saucers skiminin g over water. | from New York for London. Dinner had panei wa
Next day the Press headlined them as [ been served. The time was just after systems °
*“ flying saucers . Since Arnold’s sighting | sunset when the skipper, Captain James only cne
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Howard, first sighted the UFOs. Some of
the passengers by then were asleep.
There was one big object with six smaller
ones. Captain Howard pointed them
out to his co-pilot, First Officer Lee Boyd,
who flew with the famous Pathfinder
force in World War I1. The objects were
five miles from the * Centaurus ”. They
stayed parallel with the aircraft for
80 miles. From time to time the big
object appeared to change shape. The
radio officer checked with Goose Bay,
Labrador, to see if any other aircrafl were
in the arca and was told, No. Goose
Bay sent a fighter up to investigate.
All the crew saw the objects. Just before
the fighter arrived, the objects began to
disappear, and it seemed that the smaller
ones went inside the large one.  Altogether,
4 crew of eight and 14 of the 51 passengers
saw the UFOs.

In November 1975, at Strategic Air
Command Bases in Michigan, Montana,
Nerth Dzkota and Maine, a number of
UFOs were sighted over a 13 day period.
Several were hovering near nuclearweapons
storage areas. When interceptor planes
were sent up to investigate, the UFOs
dimmed their lights and became invisible.
One of the most amazing UFO incidents
ever occurred in Septembr, 1976. - A
report of this event written by Geoffrey
Levy appeared in the Daily Express on
27th February, last year. I shali try and
give you his account in my own words.
A very large glowing object was seen over
Teheran, Iran. Hundreds of witnesses
telephoned the authorities. At 1.30 a.m.
the Iranizn Air Force scrambled a Phan-
tom jet to investigate the UFQ which was
some 70 miles away. As the jet reached
about half the distance to the UFO, all

‘of the Iranian plane’s communications and

instrument systems malfunctioned. The
pilot-had no alternative but to return to
base.

A second Phantom jet took off flying
faster than the speed of sound. The UFO
began to move at a very fast speed indeed,
and soon outpaced the jet. Then, an
extraordinary thing happened. Suddenly
a second smaller UFO came out of the
big one, and headed straight for the jet.
The jet pilot tried to release an AIM-9
air-to-air missile at the glowing object.
No success at all. The weapons control
panel was not working and all electronic
systems were out of action. There was

only one thing for the pilot to do, and that |

T
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was to make his escape. He put his plane
in to a dive. Then something extraordinary
happened. The second UFO turned around
and went back inside the “ mother ship ”,
The jet pilot’s instruments started working
again. So once more he tried to pursue
the UFO, but it moved away too rapidly,
and so the Phantom jet returned to base.

There are literally vast numbers of these
astounding reports. Indeed, my Lords,
this worldwide UFO invasion of every
country’s air space is of growingimportance
and therefore I suggest that Parliament
keeps a continuous watch on the situation,
I have thought of one way of doing this.
In the same way that there is a House of
Lords Defence Study Group ably chaired
by the noble Lord, Lord Shinwell, perhaps
we could have a House of Lords UFO
Study Group to meet periodically. If
any of your Lordships are interested,
please et me know!

I should like to touch on the atiitudes
of Governments towards this subject and
to stress the need for an intra-govern-

mental study, which is the object of my
Motion. I am only going to talk about :

four Governments, your Lordships will
probably be pleased to know. First, let
us take a look at the United States. I
think that one of the reasons for * playing
down ” UFQs some years ago in the United
States was the fear of panic among the
public. This was partly based on an
actual panic that did occur in 1938 due to
a very realistic broadcast by Orson Welles
of H. G. Wells’ War of the Worlds.
Thousands of people left their homes,

However, after the war, the United
States Air Force investigated pilots’
reports without any debunking. Then
the Central Intelligence Agency, the CIA,
stepped in. The CIA controls the intelli-
gence departments of the United States
military services. They ordered the
United States Air Force to clamp down on
UFO reports. That was, I believe in 1953
and it has been going on ever since.
Pilots who reported seeing UFOs were
ridiculed, and after a time other pilots did
not report them for fear of damaging their
reputation. 'We had high hopes during
President Carter’s election campaign that
there was a strong possibility of a break-
through to the truth about UFOs. He
disclosed during his campaign that he had
seen a UFO a few years previously in
Georgia, and he added that if he got into
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the White House he would release to the §
public all the UFO information in the !

Pentagon. Unfortunately, that election |
pledge has not been fulfitled.

What has been happening in the Soviet
Union? Probably the leading ufologist
in that country is Doctor Felix Zigel,
Professor of Higher Mathematics and
Astronomy at the Moscow Aeronautical
Institute. For a long time he had been
trying to form a big UFO rescarch group
on a worldwide scale. Many UFOs have
been seen over the Soviet Union. InJuly,
August, September and October 1967, for
instance, giant space ships were seen Over
various parts of the USSR by astronomers
and other witnesses. On 10th November
of that year, it was announced that there
was to be a full investigation of UFOCs.
This was announced on Russian tele-
vision. The operation was to be headed
by Mejor General Anatoly Stolyerov,
with Docter Zigel as Number Two.
Thousands of UFO cases were to be
analysed by scientists and Soviet Air Force
officers. However, the Russian Academy
for Sciences came down hard on the new
UFO group and on 27th February, 19¢8,
Pravda published the official attitude of the
authorities, and the cover-up was on.

There is, however, ong country which
can be relied upon to take a hne independ-

ent from others over many matters, and !

UFQs proved to be no exception. In
Febroary, 1974, the then French Minister
of Defence, M. Robert Galley, was inter-
viewed entirely about UFQOs ‘on France-
Inter radio siation. The interviewer was
| Jean Ciaude-Bourret. At the time there
was tremendous publicity in France, but
for some reason our nEWsSpapers did not
even mention the broadcast. M. Galley
stated that the UFOs were real but
admitted that it was not known where
they came from. He said that since 1954,
there had been a unit in the French
Ministry of Defence collecting UFO
reports. Some of this material was sent to
the National Centre for Space Studies in
Toulouse, the French equivalent of the
American NASA. In this Centre thete
was also a unit—a scientific one—studying
both UFO sighting and landing reports.

. A little over a year ago, 1 received some

information that this particular unit was |

under government sponsorships and so 1
put down a Question for Written Answer,

{LORDS]
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The noble Lord, Lord Donaldson of
Kingsbridge, kindly confirmed to me in
his reply that the GEPAN unit—those
are the initizls of the group—had been
set up under the French Ministry of
Industry, Commerce and Artisans at the
centre in Toulouse. M. Galley also added-
that the gendarmerie were playing a very
important part in UFO investigations,
questioning witnesses and examining burnt
circular marks on the ground where
UFOs had landed; or were alleged to
have landed. So the French have been
taking it all seriously and keeping their
own peopie informed. Nobedy panicked
and people did not rush like lemmings
into the sea.

Is it not time that Her Majesty’s
Government informed our people of
what they know about UFOs? The
UFOs have been coming in increasing
numbers for 30 years since the war, and
1 think it is time our people were told the
sruth. We have not been invaded from
outer space. Most incidents have not
been hostile. Indeed itis us, the earthlings,
who have fired on them. There may have

I maintain that if there is a disturbing
clement in a phenomenon which is pretty
friendly on the whole, we should be told
the truth. Whatever the truth is, I am
sure that an informed public is a prepared
one. Another thing: it is on record that
both sighting and landing repoits are
‘ increasing all the time. Just suppose the
i

‘ been a few allegedly hostile incidents, but
i

afonauts decided to make mass landings
tomorrow in this country—there could
well be panic here, because our people
have not been prepared.

! The noble Lord, Lord Strabolgi, is to
reply for Her Majesty’s Gevernment at
the end of this debate. I should like to
ask the noble Lord whether he will
contact his right honourable friend the
Minister of Defence about the possibility

UFOQs, as his counterpart across the
QChannel did in 1974. That would go 2
long way to discredit the view held by a
lot of people in this country that there
is a cover-up here and that in some way
we are playing along with the United
| States over this. I should also like to see
an intra-governmental study of the UFOs.
All Governments should get together and
pool their knowledge about UFOs, and
the results should be passed on to the

|

of giving a broadcast interview about |
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public. Finally, I should like to thank
your Lordships for your kind attention,
and I beg to move for Papers.

7.29 p.m. ‘

Lord TREFGARNE: My Lords, 1 am
bound to say that I face making this
speech with some trepidation. I had
wondered whether we could justify the
holding of what is i effect a full debate
on this matter; but having seen the
aucience we have tonight, and indeed
having heard the speech of the nobie Earl,
Lord Clancarty, 1 can sece that that sort
of thought would not go down tco well.
I may well be shouted down before I finish
anyway, but let us see if we can avoid that
right at the start.

The noble Earl asked us in his Motion to
support a proposal particularly for an
intra-governmental study—I suppose he
means, as indeed he has described,
between Governments. MNo doubt he
would wish to see the co-operation of the
United States. But I should not want to
support that kind of proposal. I do not
think the time has vet come when we can
view this matter with sufficient certainty
to justify the expenditure of public
motey on it.

1 certainly agree that the numerous
voluntary bodies, inciuding those with
which the noble Earl is associatzd, ought
to be encouraged, and indeed I should not
be cpposed to inforimal links between
those bodies—or, at least the responsible
ones—and others, such as the Ministry
of Defence. But I am ashamed to say,
in the midst of all this faith, that I am not
myself a believer in UFOs described, as
I believe they are, as objects or vehicles
from another planet or from another
universe.

I have some 2,500 hours as a pilot.
I have flown across the atlantic a few
times as a pilot. Bat, unlike with the
aircraft reported by the noble Earl, I
have never seen one. I presume—indeed,
I believe—that a good many of the
sightings can be explained by logical
scientific theory and 1 am, so far at least,
convinced that those that cannot so far
be so explained could be, if our knowledge
were more advanced or if we had more
information about the sightings in question.
It is these unexplained sightings upon
which ufologists rely so heavily in asking
us to accept their theories. But I believe,

ary

.
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as I say, that these unexplained sightings
could ‘be—and, indeed, would be—ex-
plained, if we had more knowledge about
them: for example, better photographs.
How many clear photographs of UFQOs
have your Lordships seen? Alll have seen
are hazy, fudgy photographs which could,
or could not, be genuine.

Ufologists often rely vpon radar infor-
mation for evidence In their case, but I
must tell your Lordships that radar plays
more tricks even tian the camera, and 1
do not believe that radar information, in
this context, is valid. For example, the
recent sightings in Mew Zeazland, which
were widely reported just before Christmas,
including some rauther strange-looking
photographs which appeared on television,
were also said to have been confirmed by
radar information which was available
to the aircraft in question. But I know
from my own experience that radar is
frequently used, and, indezd, is so designed,
for detecting anomalies in atmospheric
conditions and in westher patterns, and
I am not persuaded that radar is a valid
supporting argument in this case.

Since time immemorial, man has as-
cribed those phenomena that he could not
explain to some supernatural or extra-
terrestrial agents. Evzntually, as scientific
wisdom has advanced, these phenomena
are understood more fuily, until now,
today, no one takes witchcraft seriously
and therc are no fairies at the bottom
of my garden. It is not so long ago that
magnetisin, - as it occurs naturally in the

form of lodestone, was thought to be the

work of the Devil, as indced were some of
the hot springs found in Iceland, Australia
and elscwhere.

An eclipse of the sun or the moon,

"now fully understood, was once thought

to be an expression of the Almighty’s
displeasure. Perhaps this derives from
the description in the Gospels of the events
following the Crucifixion. I recall the
44th and 45th verses of the 23rd chapter
of St. Luke’s Gospel, and I shall read
it if T may: .

“ And it was about the sixth hour, and there

}\;/as a darkness over all the earth until the ninth
our. '

And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the
temple was rent in the midst .
St. Maithew described it rather well also:

. ** And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent
in twain from the top to the bottom; and the
earth did quake, and the rocks rent .
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No one would now seriously doubt that
those happenings were, in fact, an eclipse
of the sun and an earthquake respectively.
I would not deny that there may have been
divine intervention in respect of the timing
of those events, but certainly I would say
that they were caused by terrestrial forces
which we now fully understand.

Without wishing to pre-empt anything
that the right reverend Prelate the Bishop
of Norwich may say, perhaps I may
pose the question as to whether the exis-
tence of another race or races outside our
universe is compatible with our Christian
principles. 1 speak only as a simple
member of the Christian faith, but I
think I believe that He loves us and us
alone. 1 am not aware that there is any
suggestion in the words of Christ or in
the words of the Almighty, as recorded
that we must share his goodness with
people from another universe. There is
no suggestion that there is, indeed, any
other such people. I acknowledge, how-
ever, that, for example, the works of
Darwin were once thought incompatible
with the Christian faith, and so perhaps
my view of the credibility of these things,
from a Christian poirt of view, is open to
correction. Perhaps the right reverend
Prelate will be able to help us when he
comes to speak.

I emphasise that I do not for a moment
doubt the sincerity and conviction of those
who believe in these objects, who believe
that they are visitors from another universe
or, at least, some supernatural force
beyond our reason. I simply do not
happen to agree with them. I certainly do
not agree with the learned professor,
speaking on the radio the other morning,

/fwho said: ** Anyone who believes in
£
¥

UFOs isaloony ”. But as for the sugges-
tion that an international study group
should be set up, I do not think that I
could countenance that as a serious
proposal at this time. I emphasise,
however, that I would be happy to
encourage informal links between, for
example, the RAF and the very worthy
groups who believe differently from the
way I do.

Before I sit down, I should just like to
say how much I am looking forward to
the maiden speech of my noble friend
Lord Cxfuird, who is to speak later in
the debate. His name has, of course,

—

¥
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appeared on the Order Paper befors
today, and I hope that it appears on the
list of speakers a good many times in the
future. The noble Earl, Lord Clancarty
has done us a service by bringing {his’
matter forward, but 1 would counsel
caution and care. '

7.38 p.m. :

The Earl of KIMBERLEY - My Lords
as the noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, has
said, the majority of noble Lords in this
Chamber will be greatly indebted to the
noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, for raising
this fascinating and controversial subject
this evening. Before 1 begin, perhaps I
should say that I have an interest in it,
because I am a director of a company
which is to make an identified flying
object—a thermo skyship, which is saucer
shaped. I shall not get that muddled up,
But in spite of sceptics, such as the noble
Lord, Lord Wigg, the other day in a
newspaper, and Sir Bernard Lovell from
Jodrell Bank, who says that UFOs do
not exist, we must agree that they do,
because otherwise there would be no
unidentified flying objects. Furthermore,
we should net have throughout the world
radio telescopes listening to try to pick up
signals from intelligences in outer space.

As the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty,
said, UFOs are not products of the 20th
century imagination. They have been
observed here for years—by the North
American Indians, by the monks of
Byland Abbey in 1290, who were terrified
by the appearance of a huge silver disc.
Right through history up to today,
millions of people have seen UFOs, and
I will go so far as to say that I am the
first to admit that the very large majority
of them can be explained as natural or
man-made phenomena—meteorites, satel-
lite débris, weather balloons, military
flares, et cetera. But there are still many
which are completely unexplained.

It has been reported that the United V&
States and the USSR signed a pact in
1971 to swop UFO information, but the %

pact stated that they were to keep the
rest of the world in the dark. I believe
that the pact was signed so that neither
super-Power would make mistakes about
UFQs being atomic missiles. I am also led
to understand that quite recently the three
United States balloonists who crossed
the Atlantic were followed for up to 12
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“hours by UFOs but were ordered by
United States Government agents not to
_.discuss them.

- /We know that war in space, once a
figment of the imagination and a subject
much beloved by science fiction writers,
is very nearly a fact now. Both super-
Powers have, or will have, killer satellites
and laser beams operating in space. May
I ask the noble Lord, Lord Strabolgi,
whether he agrees that this may perhaps
be one of the reasons for the reticence of
the United States over being more forth-

~coming about their UFO information ?

4 In 1977, Sir FEric Gairy, the Prime
| Minister of Grenada, backed by Presi-
il dent Carter, wanted the United Nations
.| to declare 1978 as the Year of the UFO,
They both failed. However, the proposi-
tion was finally tabled for 29th September
1978. This proposition was postponed
through October, November and Decem-
ber. It was finally threatened by the veto
of the United States and Russia. Hope-
fully, however, it will now be considered
in June of this year. I believe that at last
there has been a unanimous vote that the
proposition will not be rejected.

As the noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne,
said, 1 agree entirely that we do not
understand many of these unidentified

: flying objects because of our lack of
: knowledge. UFOs defy worldly logic.

Even if one accepts that there may be life.

elsewhere in our galaxy, or even in other
galaxies, the human mind cannot begin to
comprehend UFO characteristics: their
propulsion, their sudden appearance, their
disapperance, their great speeds,  their
silence, their manocuvres, their apparent
; anti-gravity, their changing shapes. They
: defy our present knowledge and laws of
5 matter. Of course, this naturally upsets
: our carthly scientists because it is outside
: their ecarthly terms of reference and
4 knowledge, but to try to present UFOs in a
more mundane light let us briefly examine
the last 30 years.

: In 1947, the United States Air Force
. started an official project called “ SIGN ”,
By 1949, 243 reports of UFOs had been
submitted, but no conclusive evidence
came to the public’s knowledge from this
: project.  Project Blue Book was then
born, and its findings produced the same
;' conclusions. So it appears that the
;  United States Air Force concern was
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threefold: first, to see whether UFOs
were a threat to the security of the United
States; secondly, to see whether UFOs
could contribute technical and scientific
knowledge; and, thirdly, to explain to the
general American public what was going
on in their air space. However, as UFOs
appeared to offer no threat to security,
Project Blue Book became just a public
relations exercise to not inform the public,
despite numerous unidentified radar track-
ings and close approaches made by UFOQOs
to both civil and military aircraft. The
military stafi’ in America said that, as
there was no threat or danger, they were
not interested in pursuing the subject
any further. So Project Blue Book was
abandoned.

This may be good encugh to fob off the
American public, but it is not good encugh
to fob off the British public. Too many
people—ordinary people as well as famou
people—have seen UFOs. Ten Govern
ments now openly admit that UFQs exis
and are real: France, Norway, Sweden,
Brazil, the Argentine, Venezuela, Mexico,
the Philippines, Peru and Grenada. Other
Governments Kknow that UFOs exist
but do not admit it publicly. President
Carter has personally seen & UFO.

Let me give a small sample of promi-
nent, scientific and sane peopie who
have seen UFOs or believe, through
evidence, that they exist: Commander
Robert McLaughlin, United States Navy
missile expert; John McCormack, Speaker,
United -States House of Representatives;
the late Air Chief Marshall Lord Dowdin g;
the late President Truman; Dr. Stanton
Friedman, United States Nuciear Physi-
cist; Ed Mitchell, Apollo  asironaut;
Gordon Cooper, Apollo astronaut; Dr,
Allen Hynek, Professor of Astronomy,
North West University; Waiter Cronkite,
United States newscaster; Neil Armstrong,
first man on the moon; and, lastly, Dr.
Felix Zigel, Professor of Higher Mathe-
matics and Astronomy, Moscow Aero-
nautical Institute. Can any of your
Lordships sincerely believe that these
aforementioned people all suffer either
from hallucinations or believe in fairy
stories ?

Despite the United States and the
USSR embargo on UFO information,
funnily enough the Russians appear
more inclined to think that UFOs have
extra-terrestrial origins. Further, some

oy
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[The Earl of Kimberley.]

Russian scientists see a connection between
UFOs and parancrmal phenomena. In
fact, there is an ever-growing belief that
space travel has a connection with tele-
pathy and telekinesis, because cosmonauts
in orbit have dbcovered through scientific
tests that they have an mcreased level of
telephathic communication. If we assume
that extra-terrestrial intelligences who
travel to earth are more advanced than
we are—and in that respect I think that
they must be—then UFOs could be tele-
kinetic phenomena: in other words,
controlled by thought pulses.

Since thought is not subject to the
physical limitations of matter, thea veloci-
ties in excess of the speed of Jight would be
possible. It is interesting to me that in
1968 I was speaking to Sir Frank Whittle,
the inventor of the jet engine and an
eminent scientist, about interstellar space
travel. It was just before the Americans

had landed on the moon. Sir Frank |

said that he thought that it would be
perfectly feasible one day to go to the
stars, as he did not believe in “Einstein’s
theory of relativity. A remark like this,
coming from an ordinary man like myself,

would probably, quite rightly, be laughed -

at. But one can certainly not laugh v vhen
a remark like that is made by suf‘h an
eminent person as Sir Frank Whittle.

What is interesting is that two years Iater,
in 1970, Dr. Fomin, a Russian doctor of

telekinésis ard automation, argred that,

to traverse interstellar space,” we would

have to grapple with physical laws different -

from those we know at present and which
so far are ohly thedry. However, these
principles have been established in mathe-

matical formulae. Therefore, Einstein's

concept of time and space possibly may
not apply

In 1976, Pread»nt Carter, in a pre-.

election pleuge stated:

“If I becomie President, I'll make evyry picce

of information this country has about UFO sitings
available to the public and the scientisis, I am
convinced that UFOs exist. T have seen them ”’

This statement was a breakthrough against
the United States cover-up as it admitted
that not all UFO information is, or has
been, available to the American public.

For instance, do your Lordships’ know

that three former United States Presidents
before their election proclaimed their
beitef in UF(Os?. They were President

o®
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Eiscnhower, President Lyndon Johason
and President Ford, who 1 agree was
appointed. During tl*exr pldxdencws they
became completely “silent and did not fulf}
their promises. Why" I strongly sus.
pect that Her Majesty’s Government know
why, and if they do know, why they,

they should inform your Lordshjpc

I believe that there is much material
evidence on UFOs in the national archiives
in the United States of America which
has never been made known to the public,
and even President Carter is finding it
difficult to carry out his pre-election psedce
I am led to believe that he h'ts tried
unsuccessfully with NASA to do UFOQ
research. The answer he has been given
is ** No, due to expense . That rezcarch
which NASA has been required to do
would cost a few million dollars, but a
few million doilars is only the cost of two
astronauts’ suits. Therefore it appears
obvious that for some reason there is a
cover-up in the United States.

We in the United Kingdom are in a
strange position because we have had
thousands of sightings, yet I am led to

understand that the Ministry of Defence
have only two clerks working on UFO ¢

sightings. Further, they claim that they

| are not spending any money on UFO

research. They appear reluctant to in-
vestigate publicly connected phzromena
stich as alleged messages from outer space.
They say that this is the responsibility
of the BEC and the Post Office. Can the
Minister say whethier the BBC and the
Post Office know that they have this
responsibility 7

Further, when the noble Lord, Lord
Strabolgi, replies to the debate will he
confirm that Her Majesty’s Government
might be symipathetic and give support

| to the efforts of President Caiter, Dr. Kurt §
! Waldheim and Sir Eric Gairy to get the
: United Nations to debate the resolution

“to discover the origin, nature and intznt of
UFOs ™.

The noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, said
that we should set up a parliamentary
UFO group to meet a few times a year.
1 would concur with him. Further, |
think the general public should be en-
couraged to come forward with evidence.
Many do not, for fear of being ridiculed.
et them be open; let thein be honest;
let them badger their Member of Parlia-
ment and the Government to be open
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with them and to cease what I am convinced
is a cover-up here. The people of Britain
have a right to know all that the Govern-
ments, not only of this country but others
throughout the world, know ubout UEQs,

Before 1 sit down I ask the noble Lord,
Lord Strabolgi, whetier ke will teil your
Lotdshkips why the Ministry of Defence
has not informed the public of 18 contacts
from 22rd May 1977 up to 22nd February
1978, numbered K 5634 to K 5051 in-
clusive. Further, what do the classification
numbers §, 3, 20, 16, 6, & and 23 mean for
these 18 contacts? Mereover, does the
noble Lord realise that 13 out of these
18 contacts were seen during the hours of
daylight? There need be no fear that the
people of this country may panic, since
if UFGs are extra-terrestrial their intelli-
gence and knewledge is far ahead of our
primitive understanding. My Lords, 1
heartily support the Motion moved by
the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, for an
intra-governmental bodytoresearch UFQs.
Let Her Majesty’s Government give an
example to the rest of the world by being
the leader in this investigation.

7.55 p.m.

The Viscount of OXFUIRD: My Lords,
first I should like to thank the noble
Earl, Lord Clancerty, for initiating this
extremely interesting debate. Of course it
is really much above my head, but I have
enjoyed it already and 1 hope I shall
enjoy it for the rest of the evening. To me,
the first gquestion really "is, where have
these UFOs come from? There could be a
great many answers to that, but in the
first place we can look at our own planet
and there is no doubt that there is very
little chance of their having come from
anything in our own solar system. In
fact I think I should quote a few words
from Professor Kopal’s recent book on
the solar system which finishes up, after
lamenting the fact of what they found out
about Mars, by saying:

“The hope of finding life on Mars has

evaporated, together with the canals, into the
thin Martian air. It is ncw almost certain that as
living beings we are alone in the solar system *’,
I think that is a very good example of the
fact that we cannot look to the solar
system to discover where these things
come from, if they come from anywhere,

The next possibility which has been
paraded is that they might come from the
sister sun in our own galazy. Of course
HL.8 P2 '
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that is quite possible if you believe in the
now accepted—or  shall we say more
popular—theory of the big bang ” for
the start of the universe, Undoubtedly,
our sun and its solar system must have
beenn shared with many others at that
moment when we suddenly appeared.
They even give dates for it now; they
talk about 5,000 miilion years ago, which
fits in with our own geological back-
ground. .

There are many stars which have a
solar system which might well be in the
same pesition; they might have one planet,
as we have, as goed as ours and with the
Same amount of knowledge. On the other
hand, we must accept the fact, as the noble
Earl, Lord Kirberley, was saying, that it
would have to be something which we
have not been able to attain on this earth
and something that we do not understand
cn this earth, because if one wanted to get,
say, from A Centauri, which is our nearest
star, to here, it weuld take half a lifetime.
Even travelling faster than anything we
have ever produced in the way of space
ships in this world of ours, the distance is
250,000 times the distance that we are
from our sun, which s 93 million miles,
It is a distance which would certainly take
half a lifetime, even at 100,000 miles an
hour. So I do not think it would be
reasonable to look at another solar system,
say A Centauri, which is very near, being
only roughly 43 light years from us, whick
is not very much ip space. There is of
course -the possibility that the UFOs

.Inay come from some secret effort on this

earth. This I very much doubt because
one could not keep a thing like that
secret for 20 or 30 years. [ very much
doubt the possibility of its being on this

.carth.

So we get an entirely different picture.
We have progressed in the last 30 years
both in cosmology and in many other
sciences, more than we have -ever done
before, certainly in my lifetime. ‘I think
the feeling really is that we are now on the
edge of something in the universe which
we do not understand yet.  However, if
we are going to understand the. UFO
question, we have got to move to the
extent of understanding something beyond
cosmology today. From our point of
view, what we are looking at is the tip
of the iceberg. We know perfectly well
that we get information, we put it into,
computers and come out at the other
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* [Viscount Oxfuird.] ‘

end with a new model. Then in five or
10 years the model is thrown away and
we are back with the one answer which
applies, unfortunately, to so much of
science today; we just do not know.
But one hopes that it will be possible.

If the suggestion of the noble Earl,
Lord Clancarty, backed by the noble
Earl, Lord Kimberley, is adopted—that is,
that we should have a worldwide organisa-
tion—to look into this matter and to go
further than we have ever done, why
should we not be the leaders of it? Tt
would twist science back into a new
field. Is it possible that there is not
merely another solar system in our galaxy,
but that somewhere in one of the many
galaxies in the cxpanding universe there
are other places where these things could
come from with their amazingly vast
scientific knowledge? 1 personally see
no valid reason why we must accept that
at this time, but we should start working
for it. If we had a worldwide organisa-
tion to try to conmtrol that, perhaps we
should be able to solve many of the
problems which face us today in the
universe; and nothing could be better:
Then we might possibly find the answer
to our UFOs.

8.2 p.m. _

Lord DAVIES of LEEK: My Lords,
as the lone figure on this side of the House
who has dared to come in on this debate,
may I say that it has been a pleasure to
listen to the noble Viscount, Lord Oxfuird,
who has just spoken and, who has, in
his own inimitable way, as a result of
his military and othér experience over
the years, brought a certain depth and
profundity to the request for some
investigation into the phenomenon with
which mankind is presented today.
Consequently, with all sincerity I can say
that 1 hope this House will have the
pleasure of listening to the noble Viscount
on many occasions adding his voice to
our deliberations, and I thank him for
what he has said.

Now 1 want to attack the problem in
my own way. First,'I want to ask what
are we talking about. Secondly, after
expressing my gratitude for the maiden
Speech, 1 would also express thanks to
the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, who
initiated this debate to call attention to
the increasing number of sightings and

-[LORDS] - |
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fandings on a worldwide scale of up-
identified flying objects. There is no
argument about that. Do not let the
noble Earl be a little bit sad because of
dandy intellectualism that may approach
this debate. The world oozes with
intellectuality and at the present moment
it is completely lacking in wisdom. Let
us remember what I have said many times
here, and it was my old mother who
taught me this; she made me go to Sunday
school and quote the text. She would say
in Welsh: ** Always remember, my boy,
Solomon did not ask for cleverness, he
asked for wisdom”. There is a vast
difference between the dandy intel-
lectualism of some of the reporters on
newspapers’ approach to this problem
and the wise approach that we have just
heard in this maiden spcech. Let us
anchor that down. What else does the
noble Earl ask for. He says on a world-
wide scale and that there is need for inter-
governmental study. I will add to it
from the other side of the House that the
expense would be so small that we should
not neglect this.

Anybody who knows something about
laser beams—and I saw in a laboratory
in Switzerland for the first time the effect
of a laser beam—knows it would be quite
possible to throw on to that table now
an identified or unidentified object that
would look palpable, like Macbeth’s
dagger. Your Lordships remember the
famous dagger scene:

** Is this a dagger [ see before me

The handle toward my hand?. . .

In form as palpable :

As this which now I draw ™,

We could with a laser beam throw a
dagger that would look as palpable on
to that table. There may be an under-
standing of the power of the laser and its
effect existing in some kind of technology
that is beyond the dimension in which we
can work. We have been looking in
mathematics for the fifth and even the
sixth dimension.

I had better pick up my notes, lest we
be here a long time. Noble Lords need
not worry; so much has been quoted that
it saves me a lot of quotation. I want to
ask the 64,000 dollar question. Do noble
Lords believe in angels? The answer
from some will be, Yes, and yet they have
never seen one. We are asking you to
believe in the phenomena of flying

saucers, seen by now by, I should think,
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probably millions, at any rate hundreds
of thousands, without exaggeration. If
we are studying hagiography—and [ had
better be careful—which is the history of
the saints, if I came off my Welsh moun-
tains and came down as a little boy of 12
and said T had seen the Virgin Mary
springing out of a rock, some devout
religious people would believe me; but if
I said I had seen a flying saucer they would
not believe me. What is the difference?

- Tt is a question that has to be asked; it is

a philosophical question that has to be
asked, when intellectuality, in its pompous
way in its Sunday newspaper articles, is
dealing in print with mysteries that
Shakespeare described—to misguote him:
“ There is more in heaven and earth than
is thought of in man’s philosophy .

So this deserves not being pushed aside.
Mark you, my Lords, T was told today
outside those doors that an ambassador of
8 ft. 6ins. with green feet and webbed
feet as well had asked whether he could
park his flying saucer in our car park,
according to some of the telephones that
have been ringing here today, because
some people have treated the whole matter
as a joke. I would, therefore, suggest
to them that they read H. G. Wells’ Final
Essay. They can read it in half an hour.
It is slim, it is cogent, it is succinct. He
says the human mind is at the end of its
tether. '

There is a queerness in the cosmclogy
of the world in which we are now living.
Was Wells right? We certainly see man-
kind acting queer when petrol is short.
He is snarling and worse than any being
from outer space. The anthropological
arrogance of 20th century man in his

. tinpot motor-cars riding through the

streets of the lovely spaceship we call the
world is hartbreaking. He has learnt
nothing from his two wars; and if we had
another, God help mankind, in view of the
way that he has shown his greed, selfish-
ness and tendency to panic as never before
since the days of the Crusades. The
greatest delusion in the history of man was
the delusion of the Crusades. But men
went on them after the days of Peter the
Hermit with a fiery and fierce belief in
what they were doing.

The noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, is an
expert who 'has been written about.
In fact, he dropped everything else to

write about this matter. His seven books‘
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have been translated into many languages
and I congratulate him. He has done a
job of work and I hope that the debate
initiated by the noble Earl will receive
some attention. People tend to scoff,
but it is only a few days ago that we were
sitting at the piano, playing and knocking
out—not with the brilliance of a top
pianist—* We three kings of Grient are ™,
What did they follow? They followed a
star. What was that star? We have had
an intellectual analysis of why after the
Crucifixion darkness spread over the
carth. The noble Lord, Lord Trefearnc—
who has piloted from one side of the ocean
totheother—made intellectual assumptions
about earthquakes and eclipses. We are
not completely sure how to explain
eclipses or earthquakes, but we have a
kind of Kepler mathematics that times
things rather nicely. It is not quite
enough to explain the earthquakes. It
does not mean that the mystery of the
UFOs is something that can be brushed
aside, and it is an anthropological arro-

- gance to so say.

Good heavens, I have been speaking for
nine minutes! My Lords, do not worry,
I shall be about another five. The House
has heard a number of laudatle people
quoted.  Ordinary little people have
sometimes been laughed at, especially
those concerned in the famous sighting
at Pascagoula in Mississippi when one
little fellow fainted when he saw a chap
with one leg jumping towards kim with a
wizened and wrinkled face, with pointed
ears, crab claws for hands, slits for eyes
and holes beneath his nostrils-—they would
not be nostrils without holes, at least 1
should hope so! We shall not develop
fantastic descriptions like that. We shall
not go into those realms. But we must
say that there arc many people who have
said that they have experienced thesc
phenomena.

I agree that the New Zealand incident
has reawakened man’s interest and as

the noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, said, .

they were not clear pictures. However,
I attended a scientific lecture in this noble
building not so long age, given by some-
one who believed faithfully in the Loch
Ness monster. He showed us masses of
films. He was a scientist and he swore
that the Loch Ness monster existed.
There is just as much case for the existence
of flying saucers. We know that they
exist. All we are saying is that they ars
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[Lord Davies of Leek.]
unidentified. They may be terrestrial or
celestial. We are asking Governments to
find an answer and that is all that this
debate is about. There is no magic, we
have nothing up our sleeves, but let the
world know what is going on.

This renewed interest poses many
problems and there ‘are many research
organisations which are looking into the
matter and which know that they exist,
but I shall not bore the House by going
into them now. Let us ask a couple of
questions. How can a flying saucer fiy
faster than sound and not.create a super-
sonic boom? What is it? Secondly,
have we the right to assume that we alone
areintheuniverse? Thisantliropomorphic
view of God that some people have built
up does not build for the spirit and does
not, I think, build for true holiness. It
does not build up for real Christian spirit
if it is followed too fully. Therefore, 1
should say that we have no right to
assume that we are the -only intelligent
beings in the universe. Is the earth the
only planet populated by intelligent
technelogical life? I do not know and
I do not suppose that we shall be able to
find an answer yet. If in a year of Queen
Elizabeth I bhad said to someone in
London that I could show him a picture
of Philip of Spain in Madrid on a piece
of glass in his room, I would probably
have been burnt at the stake as a wizard,
or as a witch if [ were a woman. However,
we can do that today. We have broken
through. We have the miracle on earth
of television, even from the moon.

Are there flying saucers? Can these
objects be explained? There are two
basic facts. First, the scientific examina-
tion of the probability. That is due to
mankind and Governments should look
into it. The second aspect is to fathom
the possibilities of the existence of this
phenomena. Astronomers are now in-
creasing their search for extra-territorial
radio signals, but so far—despite what the
noble Earl, Lord Kimbeérley, has said—
none has really or truly been discovered.
The billions of stars in the galaxy make
the problem at present too much for us.

Then there is the question of speed.
In a light year a ray of light travels
6 trillion miles, but we do not want to
go into that. The question of relativity
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is interesting. I am not qualifisd to
argue about it: I never reached that
standard of mathematics. However, I
know that Einstcin believed that electro
magnetic waves have no mass and are
therefore not affected by his theory.
However, he said that as an object—if
it has. mass—approaches the speed of
light, its mass becomes infinite. That
might explain the black holes about which
we talk. We are talking of mysteries
that we never knew anything about.

For a couple of generations now
thousands of magazines and so on have
reported  these sightings. We want to
know whether these objects that are
unidentified deserve real research in
depth. Whether or not it is true, only
our prejudices can decide, and it bacomes
more difficult to listen to such weird
experiences from apparently honest, sane
and unself-seeking men who place their
findings before papers and Governments.
Are we right to call these men lars,
hallucinators or sensationalists? If one
human being out ¢f the tens of thousands
who allege to have seen these phenomena
is telling the truth, then there is a dire
need for us to look into the matter.
Those who believe in psychic phenomena
or spiritualism and those who believe
in the synchronicity of ghosts—as they try
to explain them—should not scoff at the
possibility of these unidentified objects.
We know that poltergeists exist; we know
about their activities. Therefors, do not
be so ready to scoff at UFOs when, in
anothier moement if I catch you talking, you
will agree with me that poltergeists exist.
This is a serious Debate. It deserves
study and understanding.

8.30 p.m.

The Lord Bishop of NORWICH: My
Lords, I count it a privilege to follow the
noble Viscount, Lord Oxfuird, and to link
mnyself with the words of the noble Lord,
Lord Davies of Leek, in congratulating the
noble Viscount on his maiden speech. At
the beginning of his speech I jotted down
that I shculd like to thank him for his
“ down-to-carth remarks””, but when he
got right out to A Centauri I realised that
that phrass was of no use anyway. How-
ever, we congratulate him and look for-
ward 1o hearing his voice again and often.

.1 am glad to be able to follow—without
of course the Welsh fire or fervour—what
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I have a little Irish blood in my veins and
that is why I undersiand everything he
says. I am sure that the request by the
noble Earl, Lord Clancarty:

«Tg call attention to the increasing number of
sightings and landings on a werld-wide scale of
unideatiicd fiying objects
is a proper one. I am most glad that we
have brought this whele issue cut into the
open and have been given the urhurried
oppertusity of talking about it tonight.

It is right that we should give a cool and
scientific look at ail unidentified flying
objects, not only because of natural
curiosity, not even cnly—as I think the
noble Earl, Lord Kimberley, suggested—
becausc of national securily but also for
reasons of scientific research. There was
a time when leadcrs in the Church were
not always so enthusiastic about pushing

[18 JANUARY 1979 ]
the noble Lord, Lord Davies of Leek said.

otit the frontiers of knowledge as believe
we are today. I very much hope that such
a search will continue. Whether or not it
should be an intra-go crnmental study I
am not sure.  We shall listen with interest
to what the noble Lord, Lord Straboigi,
says to us on that. But that it should be
studied, and seriously studied, 1 believe
to be true.

The interesting thing is that when a
suggested UFQ is seen in one part of the
world it seems to spark off many sightings
in other parts. The fact of the New
Zealand sightings a short time ag0 scems
to havs preduced many sightings in
Norfolk; and our Eastein Daily Press—

whichi is a magnificent daily paper,accura te |

fair and always helpful to the Church-—
has told us all abeut this recently. When
I was talking on television at {unchitime
today in Norwich my immediate reaciion
was to ring up ths commanding officer of
one of our staticns—and for the sake of
national security I shall not name the
actual establishment lest other ears in other
spaces should be listening to me—to ask
whether (and 1 am quite serious about
this), when sightings were suggested in
Norfolk last week, one of our particularly
important RAF stations had anything to
say about them.

I think that we should be quite cool;
frm and scientific and try to extend our
knowledge in this area. But, with the
wealth of scientific, seronautical and
erudite knowledge in your Lordships’
House, what is a bishop doing moving

T S T
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among the various parts of this chequered
chessboard? 1 felt that T wanted to share
anxieties on a rather narrow level with your
Lordships. First, I believe that UFOs
and the mystery surrounding them today
are helping to build up a climate of
credulity and, in certain cases, even of
superstition, with.the danger of a sort of
ersatz spirituality almost reacting against
the impersonality of modern civilisation,
but not wholly involved in the total
Christian commitment, which is & balanced
commitment. Last sumuner at our
Lambeth Conference the phrase was used:
« The Church gathers for worship; the Church
scatters for mission .
These are the two sides of activity: the
Church of God meets to worship God
but the Church of Christ scatters to spread
the good news of the Gospel. My concern
here is that the mystery surrounding
UFOs today—and 1 think it is helped-
by the variety of films and programimes
on the subject—is in danger of producing
a 20th century superstition in our modern:
and scientific days which is not unlike
the superstition of past years. That is
my first anxiety. :

" The second is that UFOs and their
study scem, from my limited research in
this area, to link with a certain religious
subculture which seems to do three
things. It offers a substitute for true,
“catholic religion. T use * catholic ”* with
a small ¢¢’; I mean the Christian faith in
its widest, but received, sense. Secondly,
I think it draws serious, sincere and often
very charming people—and young people
too—into a sub-Christian, and T am
afraid sometimes a pon-Christian cult,
often controlled by a dominant leader,
and reproduces something of the gnostic
—1 suppose one wants to help people by
saying ‘* g-nostic »__heresies of the tight-
knit, esoteric groups of ihe first, second
and third centuries. In fact, I believe
that Archbishop William Temple was
right when he said the Church of Christ
was the only society founded for its non-

members to take what it knew of God
and of Christ into the world that others
might know too.

I see a certain danger of the linking

of religion with the UFO situation at that
level. Some Christian researchers suggest
that those who become deeply involved
in the religious aspects of the UFO
situation come under a psychic domination

-
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[The Lord Bishop of Norwich.]

which can cause serious distress to them
and to their personal life. That is my
anxiety. I may be wrong, but I put jt
forward with some care, having thought
about it and studied it a good deal.
Therefore, my third anxiety—and I am
sorry to be negative but it is important to
share both the light and the dark sides
—is the danger of the religious aspect of
-the UFO situation leading to the obscuring
of basic Christian truths. When all is
said and done, Christ himself is the agent
of God in the creation of the world. 1
quote from Colossians:

*“ Christ is the image of the invisible God, the
first-born of all creation: for in Christ all things
were created in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible—whether thrones or dominions, or

principalities or authorities . | . All things were
created through Him and for Him .

This fascinating chapter in Colossians,
which is perhaps one of the highest levels
of Christological teaching, speaks of
Christ being before all things: “ by him
all things consist”, as the Authorised
Version put it. All things hold together:
He is the great unifying, holding-together
principle of God’s universe.

I say this in this debate recognising the
danger of, as it were, preaching a sermon.
However, T do not think that is true in this
casc because the very subject we are
debating is helping to widen our horizons
—and the noble Viscount, Lord Oxfuird,
stressed this point of looking far out in
his maiden speech. T believe that Christ
has not only a terrestial, not only a cosmic
significance but literally a galactic signi-
ficance. I believe that He is God’s vice-
regent concerning His great creative
world. Tt is good that our minds and
eyes should be stretched further out
because I do not believe that at any point
of the universe we get beyond the hand
of God. Therefore, it helps us to under-
stand the majesty of the Godhead when
we begin to stretch our minds to reach out
to the far corners of creation.

Lord TREFGARNE: My Lords, will
the right reverend Prelate allow me to
intervene? Is he actually offering eccle-
siastical authority for the existence of
another race of people in another uni-
verse? Is he saying that the existence of
UFOs, together with their inhabitants
such as are so often described to us, is
compatible with Christian faith?

ea
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The Lord BISHOP of NORWICH:
My Lords, I thank the noble Lord, Lorg
Tregfarne, for his interjection because it
shows that he must have been listem‘ng
carefully, because the next thing on my
notes is, “Say something about Lord
Trefgarne’s remarks » However, there
are about 20 seconds to g0 before T get
to the noble Lord. Perhaps in the mean-
time he can have a glass of water from
Lord Davies of Lecek, or something, but |
am almost with the noble Lord. T am glad
for that interjection because I obviously
was not getting right what I was trying to
say. I believe that all the far corners of
the creative world, right out further than
We can ever see or even know by radio, are
within the plan of the Creator. I believe
they are within the majestic purposes of
God. 1 believe that Christ, as Creator
m;der the Godhead, is concerned with it
all,

Now may I come to the noble Lord’s
particular question a few mintues ago.
His question went something like this:
*“ Do we believe in the existence of another
race? Is it possible that there is another
race further affeld? ” T must say that I do
not know. I believe there is a place for
reverent Christian agnosticism concerning
what is not revealed to us in scripture and
by our Lord, Having said that, T believe
that God may have other plans for other
worlds, but I believe that God’s plan for
this world is Jesus. That at least is how I
view the question. The emphasis in

| scripture is most interesting on the fact

that there never seems a point beyond
the revelation of scripture where there is
not God. .

I quote, if I may follow Lord Trefgarne
once more before finishing what I had to
say, from the most majectic opening letter
to the Hebrews.

“In these last days, God has spoken to us by

his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of ail
things, by whom also he made the worlds. He
reflects the glory of God. He bears the stamp of
his nature, upholding the universe by his word
of power .
My point is that the danger of getting the
UFO thing linked with the religious thing
is that it obscures the fact that Christ is the
image of the invisible Ged, and that all
God’s purposes and plans for humanity
are in and through his Son, our Lord.

This is not popular. This is not agreed

by dozens of people. Plenty of people
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think that Christians make a proud and
exclusive claim when they ciaim the words
of our Leord,

“ All power is given unto me in Heaven and in
Earth ™.
But this is part of the belief of a Christian
which ke has to put humbly and lovingly,
and in the light of seeking to serve people.
In the incarnation of our Blessed Lord he
clearly revealed to us the mind of the
Godhead, and we should be careful in our
study of the UFOs in a religious context
because I believe that the Gospel of Christ,
and his death upon the Cross for the
salvation of sinners, can never be by-passed
by other forms of religious expression
which may be esoteric, may be unusual,
and may appear to come to us in unusual
ways. For that reason therefore I am
happy that we should make a cool, clear,
careful study of the whole UFO sitvation,
but let it not be at the price of the obscuring
of the fullness of the Christian faith and
its power to transform lives.

Viscount BARRINGTON: My Lords,
before the right reverend Prelate sits
down, may I ask one question? Although
I agreed with much of what he said, I
did not entirely understand, when he
was telling us that one should not study
UFOs in a religious context, whether that
meant that one should not study music,
art or other things that we all have, good,
bad and indifferent, in a religious con-
text. If it means that we must not
worship them, then I would be entirely

~in agreement, as a professing Christian.

We must not worship art, architecture,
or music. But when he tells us not to
study them in a religious context, I am
not clear whether I will be doing so or

" not.

The Lord Bishop of NORWICH:
My Lords, will the House give me per-
mission to seck to answer that in a
sentence? Just as it is important that
the boys and girls in our schools today
should know some basic facts about the
great world religions, I still believe that
it is essential that in a so-called and named
Christian country our boys and girls
should have the opportunity of knowing
the great facts of the Christian faith. 1
am simply suggesting that, if, in fact,
people seeking for religious experience
bypass the revelation of GodFin Christ
and revealed in scripture, then they may
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get into diffculties which will hurt and
harm them. It is simply the obscuring
of the Gospel that is my concern.

8.36 p.m.

Lord GLADWYN: My Lords, | must
begin with an apology. Before I knew
that the debate was to start so late I
entered into an obligation for this evening
from which I find it difficult to escape,
Therefore, I may be unable to stay the
course. One happy thing about UFQs is
that they have nothing whatever to do
with Party politics! Another is that they
take one’s mind off the absolutely frightful
everyday events. Besides that, no theory
as regards them can possibly be laughed
out of court, nor need angels in respect

of them fear to tread! 1 am sure that
the noble Lord, Lord Davies of Leek,
would agree.

Though many alleged sightings are of
identifiable objects of teriestrial crigin,
such as disintegrating satellites, balloons
or meteots, or even some sort of reflection,
others are of things which, on the face of
it, cannot be accounted for in this way.
The evidence of this is obviously too
circumstantial to be disregarded. The
evidence produced by the ncble Eari,
Lord Clancarty, and my noble friend
Lord Kimberley, is obvicusly too circum-
stantial.  You cannot disregard that.
These things almost certainly de exist.
It js difficult to say that they do not
exist. Therefore, unlike the noble Lord,
Lord Trefearne, I do not contest their
existence. '

Some objects may be of terrestrial
origin, but equally some may not. What-
ever. their origin, it has certainly not as
yet been proved that they contain, or-are
controlled by, sentient beings of any sort.
Still less has it been demonstrated that
such sentient beings come from another
planet, of which we are told there are
many millions in the universe and no
doubt many thousands on which con-
ditions may well be similar to those on
carth. It is conceivable, therefore, that
UFOs come from another world; but that,
to say the least, is not certain or, let us
say, is not yet certain. Let us therefore
for a moment examine the fterrestrial
and the non-terrestrial hypotheses.

If these objects are terrestrial, they
come somewhere from our world, then

they may conceivably be attributable to
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[Lord Gladwyn.] s
some condition of the atmosphere, or
upper atmosphere, unknown to us, pro-
ducing electrical or similar phenomena
which no doubt interfere with compasses,

and for some reason dart about the sky,

sometimes even coming to earth. The
diffculty about such an explanation is
that they never seem to come into actual
contact with aircraft, or any other air-
borne objects. Even if collisions have
sometimes becn suspected, they have not
been proved to have occurrad.  Nor,
apparently, do they ever crash into
anything irmaportant on the ground. When
they arc alleged to have been seen on the
ground it is always, incidentally, away
from houses. 1 suppose jt is conceivable
that they may be canable of passing right
through physical objects, their mindless
trajectory being thiefefore harmless, and
dictated by some unknown physical cause,
and their apparent presence on the ground
being due to some local conaitions on the
surface.  All I say is that this is a con-
ceivable hypothesis. In any . case, the
fact that their occasional presence is so far
inexplicable does not in itself invalidate
the terrestrial hypothesis. There are, as
the noble Lord, Lord Davies of Leek,
said, more things in Heaven than are
dreamt of in our philosophy.

One terrestrial possibility at least can
be discarded, that which attvibutes them
to some Soviet activity in Ceniral Asia,
in some way hearalding World War 111,
This hypothesis was current, as I remember
well, in America at the time of the Korean
war, when I was in New Vork, Indeed,
it was responsible for, as far as | know,
the only known joke ever perpetrated by
a  Soviet fanctionary, namely  Mr,
Gromyko, who when asked what he
thought about flying saucers said, ““ Some
people say these obiects are duc to the
excessive consumption in the United
States of Scotch whisky. T say that is
not so. They are due to the activisies of
a Soviet athlete, a discus thrower, in
Eastern Siberia, practising for the Clympic
Games and quite unconscious of his
strength.”

If these objects are not terrestrial,
then admittedly, always supposing they
exist and are not mere illusions, they
must be of some non-terrestrial crigin.
We can, I think, discard the possibility
that they come from any of the other

© [LORDS ]
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Lord Oxfuird, whose maiden speech we
80 much appreciated; 1 hope we shajj
hear from him again shortly. Venus js
too hot, Mars is a lifeless wilderniess,
and conditicns on the others are extremely
unlikely to be compatible with any form
of life. .

Thus, from whence do they come?
They can crly come from a planet in
some other starry system, of which the
nearest, as the noble Viscount said, |s
the star Proxima Centauri, which is 43
light vears away. Always supposing,
therefore, . that UFQs are manned by
sentient beings who travel at the speed
of light—and if you travel at 186,000
miles a second, how do you slow down
on approaching the earth ? (how wonderfu]
to mmagine!)—these creatures must have
been cooped up in their small machines
for no less than 4-5 terrestrial years befora
appearing in cur atmosphere, One can
perhaps imagine that they may somehow
have been able to escape from time and
consequently not need any sustenance or
sleep, but it is difficult, even on that
hypotliesis, to believe their machines are
somechow time-exempt and can conse-
quently contain encugh propeilant to
keep them steady on their millennary way,

If a UFO was launched near Proxima
Centauri and proceeded at the rate at
which astronauts £0 to the moon, it
would take, I am reliably informed, not
180,000 vears but more like 900,060 vears
before it reached the carih. In which
case, it is indisputable that any non-terres-
trial UFO now sighted over New Zealand
or anywhere else must have started on
its journey scmcthing like a  million
years ago. In other words, since aftcr all
the human race lives within time, it must
have left long before any kind of re-
cognisable human society existed here
below,

It is, however, also indisputable that
UFOs have been observed for any
hundreds of vears in Europe, China and
elsewhere. There are records of mediaeval
monks sceing cigar-like objects in the
heavens; and indced it is quite possible
that such sightings have been observed
during the last few thousand years,
There may be more sightings now simply
because we have better facilities for
observing them. If so, what conclusion
must we draw as regards the whole non-

planets, as was said by the noble Viscount,
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these sentient and obviously highly in-
telligent beings from another planet,
if such they be, at the end of an inter-
minable journey, are contént simply to
hover about our atmosphere aud not
attempt a landing, cr at least a landing
of which we have any uncontrovertible
evidence.

What could be the point of such
strange procecdings? . These sentient and
chviously intelligent beings mst have
picked up enough information to conciude
that a seriovs landing was feasible or, if
not feasible, then to abondon the whole
idea. Perheps they may even in scme
mystericus way have teen able to master
our language and penetrate our thouvghts.
I think it was my noble friend Lord
Kimberley who s2id that conceivatly they
were under some sort of thought control
from-a planct in the neighbourhood of
Proxima Centauri. 1f that is so and it is
simply a question of thought control, then
it comes down apparently to a sort of
cosmic joke being piayed by these sentient
beings from 4% liglt years away on the
unfortunate inhabitanis of this giobe; they
are a sort of hallucination in that they
induce us by theught conirol to believe in
thera. It is a conceivable theory but 1 do
not think it is a tenable one.

There are, it 1s true, these who believe
that major landings froni ovter space have
taken place in the past resulting in the
inauguration of a new ere, beings who
then apparently withdrew after leaving
behind some kind of representative, nre-
sumatly to see how it would all work out;
that is, the new civilisation which they had
brought down to this werld., In Colombia
and Peru there ave, I uunderstand, strange
markings on the groimd thought to have
been utilized by scme scrt of space ships,
together with traditions of en other-wordly
father of the race, notably of the Inca race,
who came down from the sky. In fact,
such traditicns are fairly widespread in
the world, although of course there is no
proof that such father figures ever really
descended from the sky.

The nearest one in time to our own era
—1I qucte this only to draw attention to the
lengths to which this kind of telief can go
~—is the theory, quite popular I believe in
Russiza, that Christ wes a cosmonaut, the
star of Bethlehem being 2 large UFC from
which, to the amuzenent of the shepherds,
cmdrged *“ the Heavenly Host” who left

[18 JANUARY 1979 ]
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the babe in the manger, to the great benefit
of all mankind, and then departed whence
they came. Youcan believe such hereticsl
imaginings if you will, and perkaps if you
believe in the divine origin of Christ and his
teachings it would not matter very mruch
if you held that, in my view, rather non-
sensical belief. And ycu can certainly
believe, if you want, that UFQOs contzin
people from another world which s
watching us and whese inlentions are
benevolent and perhzps designed to save
our distracted pianet from the horrors of
another war by somebow disposing of the
wicked and trus inauguraiing a new era.
Believe that if vou like,

I am afraid, however, that 2l such
imaginings cre due chiefly to the dis-
content with the present human condition
and to an unconscious desire to escane
from the heriors or potential horrors of
our esrthly life. VWhen we belicved that
if we were zood we would, when we died,
go to Heaven, there wes no inclination to
go to some new world pezr Andromeda;
and whether another world other than
Heaven itself was waiching us did not
worry us overmuch. Presumably, it was
the angels.

The more over-populated our planet
becomes, the greater the violence and the
more appealling the wars, the more,
unconscicusly perhaps, we want to leave
it if we can or trust in other worldly inter-
vention; and. the more intense thercfore
the longing, the greater the temptation
to believe that there actually is someswhere
else to which we can physically go or to
which we can somehow make an appeal.
It was a great disappointment when the
moon was discovered to be 2 mass of
grey plasticine, that hars was even mor
unpleasant than the middle of the Sahara
and that Venus was the nearest thing
to Hell.

What is the moral? I agree with the
right reverend Prelate, who said so
eloquently—we are indebted to him for
his intervention-—~that perhaps the moral
is that we had better not put our trust
in sauvcers for salvation but, rather, con-
centrate on how best to conduct our-
selves here below so as to live in charity
with our neighbours and eventually die
in peace. If the UFOs contain sentient
beings, we can only leave it to such being
to get in touch with us when, and if, they
will. Up to now, if they exist, they have
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{Lord Gladwyn.]
done no harm of any kind. Apparently
they have done no harm for the last two
or three thousand yecars. So there seems
to be no great need to set up intra-
governmental machinery to investigate
the whole phenomena. The mystery may
suitably remain a mystery, and so far as
I can see nobody will be in any way the
worse off if it does.

8.50 p.m.

Lord KINGS NORTON: My Lords,
I should like to add my thanks to those
which the noble Earl,” Lord Clancarty,
has already received for opening the debate
in such an extremely interesting way. 1
found my imagination boggling a little
at some of the things he told us. Never-
theless, I feel that it is of immense value
that this matter has been brought out into
the open by the debate in the House, and
I hope that as a result of it there will be
some progress in the understanding of what
is an extremely serious matter. 1 feel
that we must be careful about our
terminclogy in discussing the UFQ prob-
lem, and-I believe that I shall make clear -
in the course of my remarks what I mean
by that. For example, in the past few
days, since it was known to. my friends
that I was to take part in the debate, 1
have had over and over again the question:
Do you believe in UFQs? I wmust say
that I think that is rather a silly guaestion,
because if 1 saw something in the sky
which neither I, nor whoever happened
to be with me, could identify-—1 have not,
but let us suppose that I did—then 1
should have seen an unidéntified flying
object, a UFO. 1 do nos have to beljeve
in it. I should believe merely that { had
seen it--something that I could not
expiain; and I believe that many people
are in that position. ,

It has been said more than once this
evening that this is no new phenomenon.
I'think that the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, |
dated it back to about 1300 BC. Whether
my researches have taken me further back,
I am not quite sure. However, 1 am sure
that your Lordships will be as familiar
as 1 am with the 10th Chapter of the
Book of the Prophet Ezekiel. He certainly
saw something very unfamilar in the
firmament, and it certainly could be called
a UFO. It was very different from the
modern ones. It appears to have been
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gyroscopes, and crewed by cheribim; ang
it was a model which has not, so far as |
know, been developed. There have been
a good many sightings probably before
Ezekiel, and certainly there have bean
many thousands since, and T fear that there
has grown up a belief in many minds that
if an object in the skies is unidentifiable,
it must be from outer space; and this is
quite unwarranted.

I think that it is worthwhile once again
to consider the possibilities. 1 know that
this has been done once or twice this
evening, but it is part of my argument. |
should say that there are possibly two
kinds of objects to be seen in the skies:
those of terrestrial origin, and those of
extra-terrestrial origin. Typical of the
first kind are man-made flying machines,
satellites and rockets, and the like.
Identifiable objects of the second kind are
meteorites and phenomena such as the
Northern Lights.

I am sure that many—-and perhaps
most—of the sightings recorded and
reported are terrestrial in origin: aero-
planes with navigation lights glowing at
night; satellite launching rockets burning
up on re-entry; remotely piloted vehicles,
now beginning to be called RPVs; up on
trial flights; weather balloons: trick
reflections of light. In the extra-terrestrial
class I am afraid that I cannot think of
anything other than meteorites, Northern
Lights and ball lightning, but there are
probably other well known physical
pbenomena within the knowledge of
astronomers and meteorologists,

I feel, however, that some of the
reports we have had—and we can for the
time being leave out Fzekiel—are not
readily explained in terms of any of the
possibilities which I have mentioned. The
New Zealand phenomena are worth much
more investigation than they have yet
had, but so far, in so far as 1 have been able
to understand what has been reported,
they do not appear to be explicable in
terms of any of the suggestions which I
have so far made. That seems to go for the
quite extraordinary widespread sightings
recently in Ttaly, where hundreds of people
as reasonble as you and 1, my Lords, seem
to have seen quite inexplicable things in
the sky. It would be worthwhile trying to
explain them, and if there are people who

coal-fired, to have been stabilised by

know what they are, they ought to tell us.
The high probability in my mind is that

e oA o

paths which
WEre seen se
are terrestriz
able to ident

1 believe
gation, sucl
Earl, Lord
could not
phenomena
the earth a
system, J
material pr

luminous
that in ce
visible and
certainly sh
explanation
the atsron
from outer
be foolish
an explang
think that ¢
exposed thi
indeed.
If we are
inquiry—ai
must listen|
might call’
be argued,
our humblk
space with q
vehicular P
the Moon.
argument ¢
1D space ¢r
are probin
| means no’
using thei:
stations iz
lines which
mentioned
must be i
possibility,
would call

But if v
as the nol
exclude th
intelligence
quotfttion
evening, &
this Housc

* There are
Horatio 7,



vefore
2 been
atthere
s that

this i3

¢ again
W that
¢ this
S A |
v two
- skies:
iose of
of the
chines,

Hike.
ind are
as the

erhaps
1 and
aero-
qng at
‘urning
*hicles,
tp on

trick
restrial
ink of
wthern
re are
“ysical
se of

of the
‘or the
‘¢ not
of the
. The
much
e yet
‘n able
orfed,
ble in
hich [
or the
htings
eople
, seem
185 in
ing to
e who
21l us.
s that

1281 Unidentificd

they are terrestrial in origin, and the only
exira-lerrestrial possibilities do not seem
to be feasible because of the very eccentric
paths which the objects, or lights, which
were seen secm to have taken. But if they
are terrestrial phenomena, we cught to be
able to identify them.

1 believe that any dispassionate investi-
gation, such as 1 understand the noble
Earl, Lord Clancarty, would wish to have,
could not ignore the possibility of the
phenomena having their origins outside
the earth and perhaps outside the solar
system. Just as meteorites are chance
material projectiles originating in the solar
system, may there not be random matter
of a different character—perhaps a
luminous but insubstantial character—
that in certain circumstances becomes
visible. and attracted to our area? 1
certainly should be readier to accept some
explanation in terms of what I might call
the atsronomical phencmena than ships
from outer space. It would, I suppose,
be foolish to deny that possibility, but as
an explanation of phenomena—and I
think that the noble Lord, Lord Gladwyn,
exposed this—it is surely a very long shot
indecd.

If we are to conduct any dispassionate
inquiry—and 1 think that we should—we
must listen to the proponents of what one
might call the Star Trek view. It can
be argued, not unreasonably, that we in
our humble way are probing nearby solar
space with our Venus and Jupiter and other
vehicular probes. We have ventured on to
the Moon. Is it not presumptuous, the
argument gocs, to suppose that elsewhere
in space creatures more advanced than us
are probing into our space, probing with
means now occasionally visible to us,
using their own RPVs, controlled from
stations light years away, rather on the
lines which the noble Earl, Lord Kimberley,
mentioned? It is a possibility which we
must be prepared to consider. It is a
possibility, though not many of us, I feel,
would call it a probability.

But if we do have a study of UFOs,
as the noble Earl desires, we could not
exclude the possibility of extra-terrestrial
intelligences from our consideration. This
quotation has been given twice this
evening, as well as a dozen times outside
this House in this connection, but,

“ There are more things in Heaven and Earth,

[18 JANUARY 1979]
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Hamlet said,

 than are dreamt of in your philosophy. .

And Heaven, my Lords, has always
offered us more possibilities than earth.
Although I remain sceptical of intelligent
invasion from outer space, 1 recall the
dictum of the late Mr. Sherlock Holmes
when he was investigating the curious
matter of the Sign of Four:

“When you have eliminated the impessible,

whatever remains, however improbabie, niust be
the truth ™.
The desirability of getting rational and
acceptable expianations for the odd
phenomena which are being reported
—even if, like some other para-normal
phenomena, they are subjective—in my
opinion is not, or should not be, merely
to satisfy our curiosity. Here I am
coming from rather a different angle to
something which was discussed in greater
depth by the right reverend Prelate the
Rishop of Norwich.

There is a social danger, in my view,
in leaving people in ignorance of the
origins of these phenomena. 1 have
recently learned from a number of
sources that there have grown up, in
North America particularly, many groups
and cults whose attituces are based on
beliefs that UFOs are influential outer-
spatial manifestations interested in this
earth. In some cases these groups arc
looking to outer space for Man’s salvation.
If this is right, it is rather disturbing.

1.find, too, that in this country there
are groups interested, other than purely
scientifically, in th¢ UFO phenomena.
1 had a letter—and 1 think that other
noble Lords may have had the same letter
—earlier this weck from an ecumenical
Christian group which believes, among
other things, that UFOs menace the
spiritual health of the nation; that they
are anti-Christian and that information
exists about them which is being withheld.
It seems to me that this association of
UFOs with mysticisin and religion makes
explanation of the true origins of the
phenomena a matter of great importance
and of some urgency. The sooner that
each reported sighting or landing is
satisfactorily explained, the better. It
is no good just laughing them off or trying
to laugh them off; we must seek the truth
and tell it.

My Lords, I remain sceptical, perhaps

Horatio ,

more sceptical than anyone who has
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[Lord Kings Noiton.]

spoken this cvening except the noble
Lord, Lord Trefgarne. 1 remain sceptical
of the more bizarre extra-terrestrial ex-
planations. I remain more than sceptical,
indeed, incredulous, of what the neble
Earl in his Motion called « landings »*;
but I support him wh.c-leheartediy in his
wish for a serious inquiry, I Lope that
the Government will teke steps to put
such an inquiry in hand, Finally, 1
ceme back to the mattor of terminology.
In his Moction, the noble Earl called for
““an intra-governinental study ”.  The
neble Lord, Lord Trefgarae, and, I think,
the noble Lerd, Lord Gladwyn, took

this to be an intcr-governmcntal st

the idea of & Government-supported

tudy.
But “intra” meang within ”, I was
puzzled by the nse of the prefix, but that
is what it means and bresumably what
the noble Earl meant. But why a study
within the Government? would support
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should these mren of law enforcement and
defence lie? Of course, they did not lie.
Why should they; especially as in this case
their sighting was backed up by mien from
& nearby radar station wio saw it, too.

Each year there are many sightings of
UFOs throughout the world. Some of
them are very close at hand, while others
are not, but always the efiect upoa those
who sze ther is one of concern; 2nd yet
this very point is ignorzad and ridiculed
by most Governimcnts right around ihe
globe. In the Uniied i<ingdoem’s case,
those who report seeing UFOs are taken
to be misinformed, misguided and rather
below par in intelligance. If this is so,
why has some of my information on this
subject been given to me by the
Ministry of Technology? Why should
this Ministry waste 1ts time gathering
false information? Cf coursc, it is not
false information: it is data reported by
civii and Air Force pilots, policemen,
sailors and members of the general
public who have all had personal cx-
perience which has intrigued and/or
frightened them.

My Lords, what are UrQs? I do not
know; and nor, seemingly, do some
Governments: but these machines do exist
in one form or another, abstract or solid,
and they do travel at stunning speeds

“which seem to defy proved patural

physics. Let the United Kingdoem be
told by Her Malesty’s Government the
real details on UFOs so far as they know
them, for by continued silence the position
only becomes worse, Ounly a few weeks
ago a UFQO was seen near Kingussie, in
the Highlands, acd a few acres of Ashdown
Forest were burned by another one. Is it
safe 10 go on ignoring these appearances?
Who is to know where they come from?
But come they have. If we accept, then,
that UFOs exist, we must next wonder
how they operate. Their motive power
would be of huge help to our transport and
industrial life, for they apparently fly
without wings at varying speeds from
dead-slow to incredible ones, and cven
hover silently. This kind of information
is above price, and therefore we as a
country should meke every effort to collec
every scrap of information that we can.
I therefore ask this Government to make
the study of UFQs respectable by sciting
up a bureau that can be approached by all
and sundry without any red tape or

opposition, in an attempt to clear the air.
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Every sighting and landing must be
thorcughly invesiigated by the burcau,
in co-operation with the police, th
Royal Air Force, the radar people and
the Eritish-based UFO investigators.

The ncble Lord, Lord Sirabolgi, who
is to wicd up this debate, is no doubt
sympathetic to the reasons for these
spesches, for it has become patently
cbvious to a great many people that this
subject has got to the point when Govern-
menial explasations must be forthcoming.
A greater measure of cpen government is
long overdue, and bringing the UFO saga
into the realm of respectability would
be ene way of achieving this, in part,
I suspect that the British Government do
have a Department studviag UUFO sight-
ings, for why else should they bother to go
to such trouble to pubiicly debunk reported
ones if they are of no interest o them?
Quite apart from the fact that the Govern-
ment have not admiited to the existence
of UFQ0s, these machines are potentiaily
dangerous. They give off blinding light,
crippling rays and sometimes beams that
immobilise humans; they start forest fires,
eradicate crops and cause great distress
to animals. If the British population was
aware of this, they could sometimes take
precautions. UFOs have bteen with us
for many generations, so is it not about
timme that we officially recognised their
existence and treated rzports as less of a
Lot potato than hitherte?

Before the noble Earl, Lord Halsbury,
‘takes rae fo task once again on the subject
oi sonriz booms, I have onre suggested
answer to the question why these high-
speed UFQOs do not produce sonic boems.
It is thought that these craft can produce a
near vacuum envelope around themselves,
which in turn would allow them virtually
unlimited speed because they would thus
be iree of nearly ail normal resistance,
as they would be flying within it. Not
being a scientist, I canrnot enlarge upon
this explanaticn, but I hope it is of some
assistance to the noble Earl.

8.14 p.m.

Lord GAINFGRD: My Lords, first
may I add my congratulations to my noble
friend Lord Oxfuird for his brilliant
maiden speech. I hope that we are going
to hear him many timss again because it is
quite obvious from what we have heard
from him this evening that he is going to
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[Lord Gainford.]

receive every possible éncouragement to
take part in many debates in the future,
My main contribution to this debate is to
assure the noble Earl, Tord Clancarty, of
any support that I can give. If we are
going to have a study group in your
Lordships’ House I shai] be glad to be a
volunteer to take part whenever I have the
opportunity. T also thank him and others
for initiating this debate, and for the
pleasure of having such a refreshin g subject
to discuss in the midst of the present
period of crices and strikes.

I am the 10th berson to speak in this

debate. I have noticed that so far none of
your Lordships have actually reported g
sighting, so here goes! Tam going to stick
my neck out, open my big mouth and
trust I am not going to put my foot in it!
I saw a UFO alittle while ago. It was on
31st December about 8 pm. Al right,
my Lords, have a good laugh, it was
Hogmanay! Up in Argyll it was a New
Year’s Eve party and somebody said there
was something funny flying across the sky.
Fifteen of us came out to have a look,
including some children. They had been
drinking soft drinks anyway! The object
was like a bright white bal] with a touch
of red followed by a white cone. In fact
the whole object had the appearance of g -
small comet. It was heading eastwards
and seemed rather Jow in the sky, passing |
over the hills between Lech Sweyne and
Loch Fype. The position {rom which we
viewed it was outside the village of Tay-
vallich in Argylishire on the West coast
of Scotland about the same latitude as
Glasgow.

.

As the ball disappeared into the distance
it seemed to divide into two parts. It
may have been a comet or a meteorite,
but I should like to know what it really

It would have been very beneficial
if there had been some sort of centre to
which I could write of telephone to report
such an incident. No doubt setting up
such an organisation would be an invita-
tion to pranks, but for starting such a
centre I suggest that volunteers could
readily be found from the ranks of the
former Civil Defence Service and/or the
Royal Observer Corps. The Royal Ob-
server Corps still exists but it has literally,
if not metaphorically, gone underground
where it is preparing to report and advise
on nuclear fallout in the case of war,

R ne g e -
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and who have not yet disappeared from
the scene who could make valuable yge
of their past experience in establishin

centres in various districts throughout the
country—and 1 do not suggest that we
Start opening up the old observer posts
in the countryside—to receive and analysz
any reported sightings from the public,
Such people with a sense of responsibility
could, with a ljttle experience, sift the
genuine reports from the false.

1288

Suggesting that such an organisation
be set up, particularly at times like these,
can naturally give rise to g protest abouyt
the waste of public money; but volunteers
who might be willing to work for a few
hours are quite prepared to do it for very
small rémuneration, if any at a], T have
mentioned the Civil Defence Service, and
I did not know whether or not should
declare an interest, but [ was a member of
it during the ’sixties and I was one of
many who were bitterly disappointed when
it had to go into abeyance, I recall

- particularly the comradeship and the
sense that we were doing a useful Jjob for
the community, '

If I had the time and Opportunity, I
should enjoy volunteering for working
in a UFD information centre, if that
might be 3 suggested name for the
organisation that would be required. |
shall be interested to hear the summings
up in this debate. ] can give no explana-
tion why there should be these phenomena
cencentrated within particularly the past
32 years as was confirmed by the noble
Earl, Lord Clancarty, and these flying
saucers in the year 1947 when the phrase
was coined; but I would just accentuate
what has been sajd before and add that
if they are nan-made or some astronomical
feature, and provided there is no risk of
any security breach, then the public have
a right to know about them.

9.20 p.m.
The Earl of HALSBURY: My Lords,

in common with cveryone else who has
spoken, I should like to thank the noble
Earl, Lord Clancarty, for giving' us an
opportunity to have, as it WCre, a scamper
over the course and exchange vie
this very interesting and controversial

At the same time, I shouid like

fo congratulate the noble Viscount on

his maiden speech, which was obviously
But there are many who used to serve it | a very well thought o
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set of considerations, which augurs well
for his future in your Lordships’ House,
where I know he is already welcome.

At the risk of capping the stories of
the noble Lord, Lord Gainford, I should
like to tell your Lordships about some of
the sightings I have seen. 1 will order
them in terms of my curriculum vitae,
beginning at the age of six, when I saw
an angel. 1'do not know whether it was
the noble Lord, Lord Davies of Leek,
who mentioned angels, or whether it
was the noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, or
the noble Farl, Lord Kimberley; but it
is perfectly true that there was my
guardian angel sitting on the edge of my
bed. Naturally, with the imagination of
a child, I clothed this presence in human
form with a large pair of feathery wings.
This presence procecded to rebuke me for
initiating a practice which it said would
get me into trouble if I persisted in it
Having remembered the rebuke all my
life and acted upon it, I am not prepared
to deny the reality of the presence that
was there with me.  This should be a
sufficient answer to the noble Earl—I see
1 have put him to flight—who thinks that
if scientists come across something they
cannot explain they are afflicted with a
kind of vertigo. On the contrary, we
welcome something we cannot explain
because it is a new phenomenon which, as
it were, stretches our capacities and brings
out something in us.

The next item came along in year two
of World War 1. I was about cizht years

old, and the next thing that I sighted 1

were Zeppelins. I used to go out after
dark into the garden of the house where
we lived and come back reporting the
number of Zeppelins I had seen. What
I had seen, in my interpretation of it, a
Zeppelin—it  was a large illuminated
cigar-shaped object. In fact what [ was
“looking at was the lenticular shape that
the perspective of a searchlight thrown
“on to a cloud-base makes, and I was
interpreting it as a Zeppelin and I was
“telling my parents how many Zeppelins
I had seen. '

¢ The next one is sundogs and this fits
very closely with what the noble Lord,
Lord Davies of Leek, was saying about
Macbeth’s dagger and the laser holeo-
graphic reconstruction of things which
really are not there. What sort of an
interpretation would somebody who had

HL.§8 Q
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never read about these or read about them
put upon sundogs? Most people have
not scen them or read about them. I
was fortunate enough to have read about
them and to have known the explanation
before I saw the first.

When you lock at a cloud with drops
of water, you are locking at a diffuse
reflection of the sun but if instead of
there being drops of water in the cloud

| there are drops of ice, and if they were

formed under meteorclogical conditions
where all the facets of the crystals happen
to be parallel as they fail through a rising
stream so that they are remaining roughly
stationary, the eifcct is of a rather dilute
mirror, if one can so describe it. If the
sun is up there, you see it actually reflected
in this imaginary mirror down through
the cloud, and one does not expect to
see the sun looking down in this direction.
Still less does one expect to perceive it
travelling along beside one. F urthermore,
one is not accustomed to focusing one’s
eyes on infinity in that particular direction.
The only times it would be appropriate
to do so would be if you were standing
on top of a skyscraper where the vanishing
point would be down here instead of over
there, and it makes you rather dizzy.

Seeing a sky dog is a rather uncanny
sort of phenomenon. You cannot focus
on it properly; it does not seem to be
anywhere in particular. [t is flying along
beside you—and what sort of terms would
a person,- who had never seen it ‘before
or read about it, report it in? I think that
they would be rather bewildered. They
might report it just as a child would
report the vision of an angel as having
human form and feathery wings. So it
might easily be reported as anything that
they had read about. ;

I now come to the green flash. I was
about 20 and a student, and there was
a controversy in the pages of The Times
and in the correspondence columns of
Nature about the green flash. What is
it? Under certain rather rare atmospheric
conditions, the last glim of the setting
sun suddenly flashes brilliant emerald
green. When I was a student 50 years
ago, this phencmenon- was not realiy
established. It was possible to have a
controversy as to whether there was
such a phenomenen. People wrote to
The Times saying that they had seen it,
I remember onc man who said that he
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[The Eari of Halsbury.]
had seen it when sitting by the shore off
Bombay. It was eventually photographed
during the International Geophysical Year,
the IGY, some years ago, S

However, before that 1 saw it myself
in rather odd circumstances, after having
read about it. I was bird watching in
the far North-West of Scotland, by a sea
loch called Loch Glencoul, near a little
village called Drumbeg, where there js a
chff path. On that cliff path, there is a
bench for the convenience of people who
want to sit down and admire the view,
Another traveller, a visitor to the district,
was sitting upon the bench when I sat
down and, by a chance coincidence, we
were both using the same type of Hensholt
binoculars and we got talking about our
binoculars.  There was 2 spectaculay
sunset, and when the sun was very low
and it was safe 1o look at it through
‘bincculars, 1 said to my fellow traveller,
“Let us see if we can watch the green
flash . So we trained our bincculars
and this very rare meteorological pheno-
menon actually happened when 1 had
Just said to a fellow bird watcher, “ Let
us have a Jook to see if jt happens .
What would that person have made of jt
if T bad not been there, just by chance,
to icll him what the green flash was
about?

Lastly, T come to ball lightning, 1
have never seen ball lightning, but the
description one reads of it ig $0 coherent,
so similar in all cases, that one must accept
it as a phenomenon which occurs regularly
in nature, though we cannot reproduce
it in nature and attempts to reproduce it
in the laboratory are, to my mind,
unconvincing. There is no theory of it,
It appears to take the form of a football-
shaped mass of glowing gas which hops
around or, if it has a chance, gets on to a
conductor such as the rail in the gallery
here and migrates along the conductor
until it finally disappears with a bang.
It has never been satisfactorily photo-
grapbed, to my knowledge. If it has
been, then the photograph must be a
fairly recent one, and, as I say, it has not
been reproduced. But this, again, should
assure the noble Earl, Lord Kimberley,
that, faced with an unknown phenomenon
which 1 cannot explain, 1 do not get
vertigo. T should be delighted to go
ball lightning watching, as I go bird
watching. '
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Lord DAVIES of LEEK: My Lords
may I ask the noble Farl one question
Has he ever seen a mirage?  That is
easily explicable, and one can also see i
easily,

The Earl of HALSBURY: Yes, my
Lords, and one can repreduce a Mirage
in the laboratory. You haye a long trav
of sand with bunsen burners underneath
it, and you look at jt from one end. It
is quite a reproducible kind of phenomen,
Science deals with material objects-..
things such as atoms and molecules:
material processes—things such g5 the
emission and absoption of radiation
and material forceswthings such as the
force fields which couple the objects to
the processes. But if things are not
material, then science has nothing to say.,
If you want to know what is the con-
sciousness of a mind, I do not think
science can either answer the question,
on the one hand, or say whether it is 4
Proper question, on the other hand.
Therefore, from the scientific point of
view, I can dea] only with the assumption
that these are material objects, and, if they
are material ohjects, then, if they travel

at the kind of speeds that are alleged, .

why do they not make supersonic bangs !

when iravelling above Mach 1?7 The
noble Lord, Lord Davies of Leek, made
this point, and the neble Lord, Lord
Rankeillour, also made it, [ should like
to go into the point in a Ltle more depth,

We castomarily express the speeds of
fast moving cbjects in terms of Mach
mmbers.  Mach 1 is the speed of sound
appropriate to temperature and pressure
where the sound js being  propagated.
In terms of miles per hour, it is not g
constant figure, but the advantage of using
it as a parameter is that no matter what the
temperature and pressure may be, Mach 1
is the speed at which the kinetic cnergy of
a moving object-—that is, the power to
pack punch—is equal to its thermal
energy.  This is an unstable condition.
The least disturbance to these unstable
conditions entails the converison of kinetic
encrgy into thermal energy with a bang, and
this is what is called the shock wave, If
one takes a cross section through a shock
wave, there is a rise in pressure, temipera-
ture and entropy. There is complete
discontinuity. That must happen when a
material object is moving at Mach | or
above through any medium,
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The answer to the qucstion put by the
noble Lord, Lord Rankeillour—1 have
not had very long to think it out because
he sprung it on me as a bit of a surprise—
is this. If you were to create a vacuum,
what would happen to the air you had dis-
placed? Would you pull it in in front
and push it out behind? If that is your

means of travelling through e medium. |

you are merely moving some air back-
wards at the speed of sound, and it would
create a supersonic bang just the same.
Customarily, very often we hear two
bangs because there is 2 bow wave and a
stern wave from the moving object. Some-
times the bang degenerates into a rumble,
Jjust as a thunderclap degenerates into a
rumble. Any noble Lords who have been
uncomforiably close to a lightening bolt
are aware that it makes a very pronounced
bang as the spark flies through the air.

~ If these are material objects and if they
Irare moving at the speeds alleged, I cannot
- see them doing other than making a bang,
so either they are not material objects or
they are riot moving at the speeds alleged,
: in which case the speeds are some kind of
optical iflusion. This throws doubt upon
the rest of the reports that we received ipon
them.

+ In this week’s New Scientist, published
today, there is a report from New Zealand,
and I should like to read to your Lordships
a passage from it: .

* Classic conditions for false reflections of
radar beams ”—
this tunes in very much with what the
noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, said—

“ existed in the atmosphere over New Zealand on
the nights that the UFOs were spotied at the end
of December, Christchurch meteorologist, Dr.,
Neil Cherry, has reported. UFOs were both
spotted on radar and seen by an airline pilot, and a
brilliant light was subsequently filmed by an
airborne TV crew ». )

There is nothing in that report tosuggest
whether the optical sightings and the radar
sightings came from the same point, or on
the same alignment, or at the same time.
We shall have to wait until the details
become available.

I was much impressed by everything
that the right reverend Prelate the Bishop
of Norwich had to say on this matter and
by some of the things which the noble
Lord, Lord Davies of Leek, had to say,
too. I do not think that anybody who
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! fiction, Out of the Silent Planet, Perelandra,
i and That Hideous Streagth, will ever have
| his faith disturbed by doing so. C. §.
Lewis, who was a profoundly Christian
apologist, wrote the most marvellous space
fiction of a complex universe, in which
some of the created species were tempted
i and fallen, like ourselves; others were
tempted and unfallen; and others were
untempied. And they all had to ljve
together in the same universe. I have
always regarded the deeps of space and the
immense time that it would take to travel
from one inhabited world to another as
being a kind of divine quarantine to
prevent created beings from interfering
with one another’s cultures until they are
civilised enough and mature enough to
reach the point when they no longer want
to do so. Too much of our science
fiction is taken up with the supposition
that vastly superior beings to ourselves
are motivated by.the same rather ufi-
worthy commercial motives as ours,
and that they want to steal our coal mines
or our water or set up imperialisms.

The little piece of fiction that | Liave
always enjoyed most concerned a flying
saucer which was hovering slowly in a
circle round Central Park in New York
and all the security forces turned out in
order to do something about it. As it
went round, it became more and more
clear that it was going round in a spiral
and not a circle and as the spiral grew
smaller so the flying saucer grew smaller
until it was very littie more than the size
of a waistcoat button going round the
head of a maiden in New York Central
Park. All the security forces converged on
her because it was ciear from the expres-
sion on her face that she was receiving a
message, at which she smiled, Finally,
the waistcoat button fell on to the path
and was picked up and proved to be a
waistcoat button and the security forces
converged upon the maiden and bullied
ker into telling them-—and she did not
want to—what the flying saucer had told
her. She said “1 don’t want to, because it
will spoil it all.” They said * Never mind,
it may be very important for the security
of the United States ”, She said Well.
all it said was ‘ Don't be unhappy; you
are not the only lonely object n the
universe’.” [ think that is a much more
comforting thought with which to approach
the subject of flying saucers than to sup-

reads the C. S. Lewis trilogy of space
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[The Earl of Halsbury.] '

Personally I have always believed, with
the noble Lord, Lord Davies of Leek, in
the Lochness monster. He is not the
only person to believe in it. He was anti-
cipated by Keats and [ am quite sure that,
when the poet wrote the line,

’ ** Thou still unravished bride of quietness ”,

he must have had the monster in mind.
Of course he did not go into it in great
detail ;. he did not tefl us whether the
monster was viviparous or oviparous. It
may, of course, lay eggs, but if unravished,
then infertile, and thatis perhaps why there
is only one of it. I have always thought
that just as mother, when baking bread,
leaves a little of the dough over in order
that the children may make funny little
men with raisins for tummy buttons and
put them into ovens and bake them along-
side the bread or the cake for the day, so
possibly on the day of creation a little of
the Divine creative power was left in
reserve for  the lesser cherubim and
seraphim to use and they were allowed to
make funny littie objects like the Abo-
minable Snowman and the Lochness
monster, ‘and therefore by the grace of
God since this is an orderly universe and
a home is provided for everything, so the
snows of Tibet were created for the benefit
of the Yeti and Lochness was created for

the monster.

- Lord HEWLETT: My Lords, I join
other noble Lords in congratulating the
noble Viscount, Lord Oxfuird, upon his
maiden speech but I run the terrible risk
of being accused by the noble Lord, Lord
Davies of Leek, of being an anthro-
pological arrogant specimen. I am not
quite sure what that means, and I am not
quite sure that he knows what it means.

‘Lord DAVIES of LEEK: Oh!

Lord HEWLETT: All right, I am

~+ " [LORDS]
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something, but of course we are precisely
saying that if they are unidentified flying
objects, we do not know what they are.
So I quite agree, let us dismiss the concent
of flying saucer equals UFO to start with,
Let us try to take a slightly more scientific
approach.

I would not dream of speaking in this
debate had 1 not asked my very good
friend and neighbour in the Cheshire
villoge of Swettenham, Sir Bernard Lovell,
Fellow of the Royal Society and Nuflield
Professor of Radio Astroromy, to be
good enough to brief me at Manchester
University Department of Radio Astron-
omy at Jodrell Bank, of which he is the
Director. I went there two days ago and
what [ am about to say to your Lordships
is based entirely upon that round table
meeting with Sir Bernard and the members
of his senior stail at Jodrell Bank. Of
all the thousands of reports of sightings
that have been made, whenever it has been
possible to make an investigation they
have been found to be natural phenomena,
or in some instances, I regret {0 say, pure
myth. Over the United Kingdom, Jodrell
Bank’s radio telescope, the first and stil]
one of the most powerful in the world,
has observed thousands of possible subjects
for identification as UFOs, but not a
single one has proved other than natural
phenomena. I would ask the noble Earl,
Lord Kimberley, to take the point on
board.” If UFQCs, as he suggested, defy
hwman knowledge, how do we reaily
know by what pcssible means or possible
background they even exist at al]?

Let us get matters into perspective, my
Lords, I beg you. At least 10,000 pieces
of broken up rockets of American and
Russian origin are known to exist in
space and maybe there are many thousands
more, and occasionally they do plough
back into the atmosphere and burn up.
Those must account, I think your. Lord-
ships would agree, for at least some of

prepared to stand by it. I am only sorry
to-appear to be a veritable Daniel in a
lions’ den of UFQO believers and to spoil
the fun, and I have no doubt that today’s
flights of—dare 1 say it?—fancy will
command far more attention than our
debate yesterday upon British industry,
which scarcely made today’s Press at ail.
More’s the pity. Of course, there is a
danger in tefminology and in gross
assumptions. . Many noble Lords have

the so-called sightings of UFOs. Nature
does provide fireballs, . yes, meteorites,
which bombard the earth at a rate of half
a ton a day. Just take a tiny country
like Holland. One hundred rocks the
size of your fist come through the atmos-
phere and hit that country in one year.
Consider Holland in relation to the size
of the whole of the world’s surface and
you must surely realise that we are under
constant bombardment, not with UFCs

spoken as though UFOs were actually
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but with meteorites. A detailed study
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on the Canadian prairies has displayed
how great is this bombardment which I
have just described over a wide area.
Even more staggering is the fact that it is

estimated that 8,000 million pieces of stone

and metal come to earth annually, many

{
$
i
. i of these burning up on arrival and these
1}

' give cause for these reports of unidentified
¢+ flying objects.

What is noticeable is the close correlation
between the posiiion of the planet Venus
i and the reports of UFOQOs, for when Venus
{ 18 low and bright in the sky and when it is
shining through thick mist or thin cloud
it does much more resemble something
other than our next door planet of the
solar system. Why, indeed, we are told
even the great President Carter has
spotted one, but it is a pity we did not
read the rest of the subsequent report.
It was later discovered that that was
Venus precisely in those conditions I
have described. If the great President
of the United States can be wrong, it is
just possible the few noble Lords remaining
in this House tonight might be, too. Let us
face it, we all would love to escape from
the miseries and frustrations of our world,
and particularly in these recent past days.
by all means go and see * Star Wars > or
“Jaws > or any other myth, but do not
confuse that with very secrious scientific
study. That is carrying romance a little
too far. We must make sure we do not
make your Lordships’ House a laughing
stock by doing so.

One of the most advanced experimental
stations at Jodrell Bank—just take these
statistics on board please, my Lords—
has been on watch 24 hours a day for
30 years. Do you not think it reasonable
for me to suggest that if there were
UFOs at lcast one claim would have been

made, but every single thing that has been-

seen and observed by radio astronomy
has been identified as natural phenomena
and as occurring from the universe itself
as we know it—I do not say from the
solar system; I say from our universe.
If there were something in it—and the
noble Earl, Lord Halsbury, is so right—
of course the scientists would have been
delighted to come forward with an
announcement to that effect. After all,
it was Jodrell Bank that managed to locate
the Sputnik when the Russians, who so
cleverly launched it, lost track of it in the
atmosphere. So do not think that this
is some denigrating comment by the
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scientific lobby and some nasty, cheap.
debunking exercise. No, my Lerds. We
must take a serious scientific view of the
actual surveys and of what has been
discovered. :

Lord DAVIES of LEEK: My Lords,
I am delighted to hear what the noble
Lord says. However, I beg the noble Lord
to remember that there are other scientists
who say that of course we know that there
are meteorites—there have been for the
whole of time—but there are some factors-
outside that range which justify {and this
is all we ask) an attempt at identification.
There is no difficulty " in identifying
meteorites. We are not asking for that:
we are asking for the identification of other
types of phenomena, :

Lord HEWLETT: My Lords, that
promptly begs the question. That is
precisely what } am saying. The identi-
cations that have been made are not
necessarily of individual meteorites: they
are of endemic portions of rockets and so
on. During 30 years study and a constant
watch for 24 hours a day there has been

which could possibly or remotely be
considered worthy of serious study as a
UFO. Every single thing has been
explicable. With all respect, it is no use
noble Lords saying that this is not a
convenient answer: we must find some
things that are not explicable. 1 amtelling
your Lordships and it is perfectly fair.
Your Lordships may say “ Scientists .
I am quoting ore of the leading world,
radio astronomers--indeed, probably the
leacing world radio astronomer. Frankly,
scientists can be anything from a B.Sc.
London University, passed yesterday.
However, 1 am talking about 30 years
experience of radio astronomy and a
professorship of the highest standing and
order in the whole world. Both the
United States and the Soviet Union come
to Sir Bernard at Jodrell Bank for
assistance. - L ;
Lord DAVIES of LEEK: My Lords,
nobody is denigrating what the noble
Lord is saying, but he is off beat here.
All we are saying is that there are some of
these phenomena that need investigation—
that is all. . : '

Lord HEWLETT: My Lords, perhaps

the noble Lord could show me just one
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[Lord Hewlett.] a
phenomenon which requires——I have
given way a good number of times and ]
should be grateful if the noble Lord would
let me finish my seatence, I am saying
that Jodrell Bank, which covers the whole
of the United Kingdom, has been on watch
for 30 years. It s probably the most
powerful radio telescope in the world.
With great respect, if it has found nothing
whatsoever to report in a positive way
then, for the noble Lord, Lord Davies of
Leek, to throw at-me, *‘some scientists
think that ... " is not goed enough.

Lord DAVIES of LEEK: My Lords,
we must not take more time,

Lord HEWLETT: No my Lords, we
must not, so | fear that the noble Lord
must give way to the argument. I shail
give way to the noble Earl Lord Kimberley.
-I'knew that T should have a rough time!

The Earl of KIMBERLEY: My Lords,
does the noble Lord not think it con-
ceivable that Jodrell Bank says that there
are no UFOs because that is what it has
been told to say?

Lord HEWLETT: | certainly think it
inconc&ivable~—absolutcly and completely
inconceivable. I  have known  this
scientist personally for more than 30
years. 1 would not dreamn of goiny
along for a briefing, so to speak, on the
estination that he was to con me or that
I was some tool of the CIA to kid your
Lordships. Please do not let us carry
this fantasy too far. | shall deal with
oune or two other aspects of the novle
Earl’s speech and then he shall see some
correlation to the whole of ny argument,

Let us turn to the defence interests of
the Pentagon and other Western defence
establishments. When they have been
challenged they have refused to say that
UFOs do not exist. Nor have they sajd
that UFOs do exist. They are not com-
mitted. We are all men of the world and
frankly there are advantages in making an

international over-cstimate of the possible

potential strength of one’s  potential
enemy and his ability to combat onc in

sectors in which one cannot adequately , form of communication or identification

i whatever?

[reply. I think that it would be most
unwise of any defence establishment to
! make a categorical denjal of UFOs, and
i equaliy foolish of me to do so. I am not

gﬁ'
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trying to prove the existence of nothing
or that something does not exist. [ am
saying that in the scientific evidence so
far—and T can deal only in detail with
the United Kingdom—there is no evidence
whatever from the greatest radio telescope
of a single UFO. 1 think that the
attitudes of defence establishments world-
wide, even including the Soviet Union,
are probably wise: they must display the
antithesis of over-confidence and com.
placency, lest there should perchance be
Some new arm of warfare that they have
not adequately explored or even entered,
Particularly did this attitude apply in
the first decade after the Second World
War “when, frankly, the start of the
“cold war > and the intense fear of the
Soviet Union’s possible aggression against
the West when we were the sole possessors
of atomic weapons, must have provoked
such a degree of intense interest in the
possibility of a new arm of warlare,

[ am sorry that the right reverend
Prelate the Bishop of Norwich is not
here, but [ am elad that the nobje Lord,
Lord Trefgarne, is on the Opposition
Front Bench. 1 quote from Sir Bernard:

“Whether we ape the only pcople in the
universe is entirely another matter. That is a
subject of very serious importance and is being
investigated », ) .

But there is no direct connection between
the possibility of other petsons occupying
other bodies, cither within or outside
our own solar system. However, one
thing is quite clear: there is an infinitesimal
chance that there exists other people who
could be within our time-frame—and

refer of course to the statements made by
the noble Lord, Lord Gladwyn, and the
noble Earl, lord Halsbury—who would
be able to spend perhaps ten or hundreds
of light years getting here and who would
have survived that length of time in those
atrocious conditions and entered our carth
atmosphere assuming that they are some
sort of humanity and have some form of
flying saucer, or whatever our f{riends
proclaim it is. How could they possibly
meet us in those circumstances ? Let us
take the million-to-one possibility that
they could. Do your LLordships mean to

tell me that they could get so close to us
as to be sighted, but be incapable of any

No, [ am sorry.

[ have listened most carcfully to every-
thing that has been said. The noble
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“full well that the
: knowledge in the Middle Ages, and part-
' cularly bcfor° the times of Christ. simply

L

—

“suggest that the myth must be exploded.

the nobic Lord, Lord Strabolgi, for
heavens’ sake, no more Government
Departments of inguiries. That alone
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Earls, Lord Clancar ty and Lord Kimberley,
have claimed sightings from times befere
Christ, through the Middle Ages up to
Those noble Earls know
amount of scientific

did not allow a tenablc theory that they
had that degree of knowledge to be able
to understand any of the phenomena
that we know today. Indecd, in the last
30 years there has been a dramatic ct ang
in the sum total of know ledge in this ficld.
No doubt that is why Jedrell Bank can
proclaim that they have had no evideince
of sightings of any description which are
not perfectly explicable as natural pheno-
mena within our own universe.

-1 am sorry, the cxistence of UFOs is
even meore fanciful than Gilbert and
Sullivan’s Iolanthe—charming indeed, but
I am afraid a joke upon your Lordships’
House. 1 am afraid that some of my
noble friends join the flat-carthers, who
will make the best playvmates for this
particum lobby. We have a duty to the
country to explode the myth. Tonight
we have been carried away in realms of
fascination and delight, but they have
precious little to do with the facts. I

We must return to work in this dreary
‘old world and the difficulties we are in.
But I beg your Lordships, and in particular

we should be spared as the result of this
excellent debate.

9.55 p.m.

The Earl of CORK and ORRERY: My
Lords, T hope that the noble Earl, Lord
Clancarty, will not be cast down by the
speech to which he has just listened. I
myself must confess that I know re-
markably little about unidentified flying
objects. T know a few things about them.
I know quitc a bit, and I have learned
-more since the begmnmc of this debate,
about- attitudes towards them. They are
almost as interesting in some ways. There
is one type of attitude towards them that
-1 view with respect, and that is the attitude
represented by people who call themselves,
or perhaps to be fair are called by others,
“ ufologists . 1 do not know whether
the noble Earl will accept that word.

[18 JANUARY 1979]
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I admit the charm, the satisfaction, and
the neatness of UFQ as—rthis is the word
the noble Lord, Lord Davies of Lezck, is
so good at—an acronym, coming from
* unidentificd flying object™.  But it
unfortunately leads to a word which to
disrespectful persons, and there are some
about, might be suspected as criginating
somewhere between illiteracy and the
purely silly: rather as though a keen
student of the affairs of the. United
Nations should describe himself as a
“ Unologist ”, and his interest *“ Unology ».
That weuld have been severely distressing
to my late lamented friend L.ord Cou°sf’md
and indced to me.

Fiying Objects

If there is an agency set up for collecting
and correlation of information, as I hope
there will be, T suppose it r‘oul* be called
*“ Ufo info °, which would have a certain
elfin charm. But I am admittedly Leing
absurd, and being so on purpese. T am
doing it for defensive reasons, and I hope
that the noble Earl will not think that I
am being offensive. I am not. T hope
that somebody will think of a better
word. There is in fact a Greek word
“réras 7, meaning a portent in the sense
of a marvel or wonder, which would
generate guite nicely a teratolegist, or
teratology. In fact I am not surc that
teratology is not in the dictionary as the
study of monsters. It is not a word that
is widely used. 7t is not on everyone’s
lips very often, and it wouid not really
maiter if it were taken over to refer to
portents. - There is a precedent for this
kind" of thing, in television. As noble
Lords will know, television originally
meant, before it meant what il means now
in the familiar sense as we understand
it, clairvoyance, and nobody finds any
confusion now. Whatever it may be
known as, let us proceed and not waste
time.

I must make a-remark—nobody has
done so so far, I suspect rather to his
‘suiprise—about  the speech of my noble
friend Lord Trefgarne. If he had been
speaking as a private Back-Bencher 1
would probably have not said anything,
but he was speaking from the Dispatch
Box. Therefore, he presumably fepresents
the views of the Party to which I belong.
It is a view I wish to disown entircly,
because if a Party of any magnitude
cannot produce betiter views than that on

I rather hope he would not.
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a serious subject, I confess I am ashamed
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[The Earl of Cork and Orrery.]
of it. If this represents all that the
Conservative Party can produce in the
way of thinking on what is undoubtedly
a serious subject, whatever your opinion
about it may be, then this is deploratie.

If the noble Lord really thinks that
there is no serious interest or belief taken
nowadays in witcheraft, perhaps he does
not read the right newspapers, but I can
assure him that this is far from true. He
is not-a believer in unidentified flying
objects. “1 am no believer in UFOs
he said. 1 do not know how. you can not
believe in UFOs. You can’ take it for
granted, if your mind takes a leap ahead,
that by an unidentified flying object
something is-intended that is supposed to
have originated in outer space, and you
can say you do not believe in that. But
I do not know what it implies to say that
you do not believe in an unidentified
ilying object. You do not believe in the
object? You do not believe in its flying?
You do not believe it is unidentified ?
There are things that are unidentified.
Perhaps we are not trying. I do not think
it is reasonable to say that they do not
exist. Nobody, except my noble friend
Lord Hewlett, has seriously contended
that they do not exist. The question is,
what are they ?

Lord TREFGARNE: [ am pleased my
noble friend has allowed me to intervene,
my Lords, because he has been Very caustic
about what ] had to say. I do not deny
the existence of unidentified flying objects.
I simply say that most of them-are iden-
tifiable, that some are not objects at all
but simply a trick of the light or a meteo-
rological ‘phenonemon—I think that is so
in many cases—and that I agree one
cannot deny the existence of unidentified
flying objects. 1t is simply a question of
how we identify them

The Farl of CORK and ORRERY:
My Lords, 1 take my noble friend’s point.

[LORDS]
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this debate. That is what he js asking for:
he wishes “evidence to be collected,
collated, examined, evaluated and reperted
on as to what these things are, and it js
notable that he himself did not say- what
he thought they were. Other noble Lords
have spoken as though he had said they
were fairies or I do not know what, when
in fact he said no such thing. 1 believe he
is a leading authority on these matters—
- certainly he has studied them more closely
than anyone else of whom | have heard—
and he must have exercised very great
restraint in this matter, and he is to be
congratulated on that as weil as on
initiating the whole debate T

I once had an ancestor—I still have
him in a sense, in that he js still my
ancester although he js dead-—called
Robert Boyle who founded a ‘society
called the Royal Soctety. I feel that if he
returned to the rooms of that £nor-
mously prestigious society now and found
that the present Royal Society contained
Fellows of such erudition and charm as
the noble Earl, Lord Halsbury, he would
feel entirely at home; a man of the most
agreeable and totally non-sceptical nature,
even If he did write a book called The
Sceptical Chemist.

The noble Earl has done a service by
displaying before our very eyes the
scientist-philosopher who knows precisely
the limits of science and makes no effort
to go beyond them. Nor does he point the
finger of scorn at anyene clse. He must
know, as cthers know, that it is impessible
to prove anything by negative evidence,
If you wish to prove that something is not
50 you can do it caly in logic—by proving
the existence of something that is so that
makes that first premise i mpossible. Thus,
vou cannot prove that any particular type
of flying object does not exist, and with
respect to my noble friend, the fact that
the Jodrell Bank telescope has not seen
something not only does not prove, but
is not even particularly good evidence,
that it was not there. | am prepared to

1 am anxious not to misquote him, but he
also said that ufclogists—it is difficult
not to use that word—referred to un-
explained sightings which would be
explained if only we had better evidence;
that was the gist of one part of my noble
friend’s argument. In other words, if we
had better evidence we should be able to
explain those sightings. That is the sole

accept, if told, that the Jodrell Bank
telescope has been operating on a fre-
quency suited to the observation of
UFOs of one kind or another " for the
last 30 years, but, until I am told that, I
shall be sceptical in that matter. .

Lord HEWLETT: Let me be _quite
clear about this, my Lords. 1 did not

point on which the noble Earl initiated

&%

say other than that Jodrell Bank had made
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many thousands of sightings but had been
able adequately to explain them away as
natural phenomena from our own universe.

The Earl of CORK and ORRERY: |
thought that I had my noble friend right,
my Lords; in other words, the telcscope
has not scen anything that was inexplic-
able. ButIdonot think that that is really
an argument that something does not
exist. The question is: what kind of
thing can it be? 1 hope that my noble
friend docs rot think that I am going on
about him—TI no longer am. How is it
possible to maintain more than a certain
degree of doubt in 19797

I remember, as may some oth“r voble
Lords, one or two of whom may be present
in the Chamber, my predecessor who sat
in this Housc. He was born in the year
1886. When he was born there were no
motor-bicycles or gramophones, fountain
pens, safety razors or eclectric trains.
Messrs. Daimler and Benz in Germany
were just putting the first petrol-driven car
on to the road, and Einstein, I think, was
eight years old. My noble and gallant
kinsman, when he finally left the active list
of the Navy at a very advanced age, had
lived into the age of the nuclear submarine,
having begun his first sea-going voyage
under sail. ‘That was the band of progress
represented technologically in the lifetime
of one serving naval officer. What would
he have said had he been told that in 1 my
lieftime—and I am not even all that near
the end of it, either—1I should see men on
the moon; or computer technology carried
to the pitch that it has reached; or that
there would be such’ an outbreak of
wisdom foliowing Einstein and men like
Schrodinger, Heisenberg and others; or
the astonishing ascent of knowledge into
the atomic world?

" This -has all happened in the lifetime
of many of us, and yet we sit here, some
of us, and say that marvels which have
been postulated by some, and which
indeed are less in ‘magnitude than most of
those would have been to my uncle, are
impossible. We are not all saying that—
perhaps nobody is saving that—but the
argument is quite untenable. I have no
wish to express any view on what a UFO
may be. What I wish to say is that there
is no knowing what it is not. It may be a
product of some kind of sign language, as
‘the noble Earl, Lord Kimberley, men-
tioned.’ It may “be mechanical. It may

e e STy e o
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be purely terrestrial. "I doubt if it is
angels. - But I believe that, for the clearing
up of mystery, for the removal of
doubt, for even the eliminating of some of
the dangers which may exist and to which
the right reverend Prelate referred, some
kind of an open inquiry ought to be set up.
I am rather inclined to agree with the
noble Lord—1I think that it was the notle
Lord, Lord Kings Norton—who said that
probably it should not be an intra-
governmental inquiry. I think it should
be sometin’ . ther more open than that,
but it ough. J take place. If a group is
set up within this House, as suggested by
the noble Earl himself, that would be
excellent. I should m‘m]f be entirely in
favour of it. In any case, let us get this
matter cleared up and into the open, and
by &ll means let us take it seriously,
because this is a serious subject.  Far too
many people are taking it seriously for it
not to be a serious subject.

Firally, T wish to voice my most
sincere congratulations to -my noble
friend who made his maiden speech this
afternoon. It is very impertinent of me
to congratulte him upon it, but I should
like to say how much I enjeved it. I have
nqt yet said anything complimentary abeut
the noble Earl who initiated the debate.
I have left this to the end on purpose
because I think it may not be entirely
realised what a service he has done.
This is the first such debate that has

~occurred in any society such as this par-

ticular one; and this society, by which I
mean this noble House of Parliament, is
probably the only legislative assembly in
the world in which it could happen. 1
hope that it will have repercussions which
will spread far beyond this Chamber.
What the. outcome will be 1 do not
know, but, in initiating the ripples which
I hope will spread all over the surface of
the mill-pond, the noble Earl has done a
most valuable service.

1010pm

Lord STRABOLGI My Lords, 1
should like to join with the noble Earl,
Lord Cork and Orrery, in saying how
grateful we are to the nobie Eari. Lord
Clancarty, for initiating this debate on
UFOs. Of course, the subject has been
of considerable interest in this country,
and I hope our discussions, which, as the
noble Earl rightly said, have been the

first that we have hadsin your Lordships’
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~debris, but, my Lords, the pheriomena can
be astonishing. T

Last April the Ministiry of Defenice
teceived reports of a large piece of dehris
re-entering across the South of England.
Most reports were factual, but one spoke
of an

T oval thing with & white cockpit which kovered
for a while then shot off at great speed ™',
My Lords, we cannot prove that this was
nota UFO, but it occurred 2t the same time
and place as known re-cotry of debris.

[ 18 JANUARY 1979 ]

Many reports relate to ajreraft seen in ¢

unusual conditions a2t unusual angles.
One recent UFQ was confidently reported
on local radio. Again, my Lords, we
cannot prove that it was notf a UFO, but
we do know that an RAF Vulcan bomber

on a low-flying mission passed the same !

spot at the same time and on the same
- course as the reported UFOQ. Aircraft
lights have led to UFO reports; ‘as have
distant aircraft with landing lights on—
I have seen them wyself—flares from
aircraft, short condensation trails lit by
the sun after dusk and light reflected from
aircraft. Other  phenomena  include
meteorological balloons. The Meteoro-
logical Office alone releases 50 such
balloons every day, which expand 1o 40 ft.

in diameter and rise to 100,000 ft. and can |

- be lit by the sun after dark, Many other
organisations, such as universities, use
balloons, some much larger. Meteoro-
logical searchlights shine on clouds: the
beam itself cannor be seen; only a point

balloons and kites: even birds have been
‘reported as UFQOs; lights on distant towers:

car headlights on distant hills; dust devils;
and airborne debris carried by the wind.

- All these phenomena can be mis-
interpreted by the most sensible observers,
particularly when secen unexpectedly and
-briefly and in unusual atmospheric con-
ditions. This is what opponents of the
_natural explanations forget. With dis-
tortions of light, and mirages, the most

~commonplace things can be so changed
as to be barely recognisable. For instance,

I'am told that the US Air Force attributed
the 1947 sighting by Arnold described by

the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, to a
mirage effect. ‘ ‘

Phenomena seen through glass are
suspect. There are phenomena generated
within the eyeball and there are optical
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illusions to which the noble Earl Lord
Halsbury referred. One scientist, whose

!t task includes watching satellites, describes

how, when observing stars near moving
clouds, he finds it dificult to escape the
illusion that the stars arc fiying past
stationary clouds. The nobic Earl, Lord
Halsbury, referred to the green flash,
I uscd to see it myself in Alexandria when
on leave. It was one of our evening
pastimes (o sit on the promezpade and
watch it go down over the sea,

My Lords, in 1968, the United States
Air Force commissioned the University
of Colorado to carry out an independent
study into UFO phenomena. Their
report, which was published in 1969, was

; very substantial and detailed and it

covered some 30 examples of such
phenomena, but added that it was impos-
sible and potentially misleading to try to
tabulate all of the possible causes of
UFO perception:  there are simply too
many. The report’s main conclusion was,
and I quote:

** Nothing hus come from the study of UFQs
in the past 21 vears that has added to scientific
knowledge ™.

The findings of this report were endorsed
by a panel of the National Academy of
Sciences.

There really are tens of thousands of
strange things 1o be scen. It is (e custom
to call such phenomena © UFOs ”, and
Lo transpose tnis casily into * alien space

) 2 | S ®oleraft™. Often the appearance is too
of light in the sky. There are hot gip

fleeting and the description too imprecise
for a particular cause to be attributed,
What we can say is that there is a. great
variety of plain” explanations. There is
no need, I suggest, for the far-fetche
hypothesis of alien space craft. »

To genuine sightings we must. lowever,
add hallucinations: the excited tales of
the gullible: and the embellishments of
the born romiantic. There are also in-
dications that ufologists accept reports
of UFOs somewhat uncritically,- The
noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, referred to
@ papyrus found among the papers of a
Professor Tulli recording flying saucers
during the reign of Thutmose HI.  The
Colarado Report, which 1 mentioned car-
lier, inquired into this story.  The alleged
Papyrus could not be traced, but internal

i evidence in the translation suggested a

fake; inquiries with the Vatican Museum

o
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.this "debate referred to the attitude of

investigations of UFOs.

- interview which the then French Minister

- [Lord Strabolgi.]. - . : _
also suggested that Tulli, an amateur
Egyptologist, had been taken in by a fake,

“There is a category of UFO cases
which are difficult to explain because the
description is too vague or the evidence
too remote, coupled perhaps with a
coincidence of different phenomena and
Wwith exceptional conditions, If one accepts
that there are natual explanations that
could account for most sightings, it is an
enormous and irrational jump to claim
that the residue of difficult cases constitute
alien’ space craft when there is no positive
evidence that they do constitute alien
Space craft.

I should mention the famous UFO
reported over the United Kingdom in
December 1978, on New Year’s Eve in
fact. This was the one probably seen by
the noble Lord, Lord Gainford, to which
he referred. The phenomenon was prob-
ably the re-entry of a launcher associated
with the Russian space satellite COSMOS
1068, launched on 26th December. . Of
over 100 reports reaching the Ministry of
Defence, nearly all were factual and
consistent with the re-entry of satellite
debris. .

The recent sightings in New Zcaland
referred to by the noble Lord, Lord
Kings Norton, attracted - - worldwide
publicity, and we understand that the
New Zealand Government may make an
announcement when the facts have been
-assembled and appraised. Preliminary
advice from our High Commission in
New Zealand shows confideat expectation
that the sightings wiil prove to be due to
natural phenomena, as I think the noble
Lord, Lord Trefgarne, and the noble
Earl, Lord Halsbury, implied.

My Lords,A the noble Earl who initiated

other Governments to UFOs, It is not for
me to speak in this House for other
Governments. [ have however already
made mention of the United States study
in 1968 and I understand that nothing has
happened since that time to cause the
United States authorities to change their
views or to warrant further official

The noble Earl also referred to an

of Defence, M. Robert Galley gave in

[LORDS ]
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Earl suggested that M. Galley had: said
that UFOs were real but that he, the
Minister, did not know where they came
from. I have read the transcript of M.
Galley’s broadcast and I also took the
trouble to check it in the original French,
The essence of what the Minister said
was that the phenomena were genuine and
were reported by responsible people, but
that there were aspects that were difficult
to explain. Nowhere did the Minister say
that UFOs were real in the sense that they
represent alien spacecraft, as suggested by
the noble Lord, Lord Rankeillour.

" The noble Earl,; Lord Kimberley, also
said that these had been seen by astronauts.
These reports by astronauts were examined
in the Colorado Study. The atronauts
were required, of course, to report any-
thing unusual perceived on their missions:
and indeed many strange phenomena were
noted. All the phenomena except three
were explained. There was nothing at al]
to suggest that the unexplained sightings
were alien spacecraft, and the limited
visibility from the small and smeared
windows of a spacecrzft did not make visual
observation easy. :

It has been suggested in this debate that
our Government are involved in an
alleged conspiracy of sifence. I can
assure your Lordships that the Goverp-
ment are not engaged in any such con-
spiracy. In view of what the noble Lord,
Lord Gainford, said, [ must emphasise
that the Ministry of Defence examines
any UFO reports received to establish
whether they reveal anything of defence
interest, but nothing in the reports
examined has ever given cause to believe
that they represent aiien spacecraft.
There is nothing to have a conspiracy
of silence abcut. What is more, a visitor
from outer space wouid be one of the
great events in history. It would certainly
be an event of stupendous importance,
but I hesitate to say the greatest event of
all in-the presence of my old friend the
right - reverend prelate the Bishop- of
Norwich, whose moving speech we listened
to with much interest. :

As the noble. Earl, Lord Halsbury,
said, scientists are rightly inquisitive
people. If there was anything in the
stories of UFOs, we would €xpect the
scientific community as a whole to be
devoting much offort to studying or to

1974 on the subject of UFQs, The noble

®%

making contact with the supposed aliens;

et
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but the idea of a conspiracy of silence
by this and other Governments beiongs,
I suggest, to the world of jumes Rond.

Then the noble Earl, Lard Kimberley
impiied that there was some kind of
cover-up. There is no cover-up and no
security ban: It is true that when peopie
ask to see the Ministry of Defence UFQO
files they are told that the papers must
remain confidential, but there is a very
mundeue reason for thdi.  The filcs
contain voluminous correspondence from
peeple, and we cannot divulge the
identity of the correspondents. It follows
that the files must remain closed under

the rules laid down in the Public Record -

Acts, passed by Parliament, which at
present preclude disclosure until 30 years
have clapsed since the date of the parti-
cular correspondence. The earliest reports
the Ministry of Defence hold are dated
1962, :
The noble Earl, Lord Clancarty,

} mentioned the possibility of an intra-
} governmental study of UFOs. At the
' United Nations recently, representatives

of Grenada made statements about UFOs
and proposals for a study. A compromise
decision was taken, wherein the General

Assembly invited “interested member
“states ” to co-ordinate research “on a

pational level” and to inform the
Secretary-General of their findings. The
Secrctary-General was requested to trans-
mit the Grenadan statements and other
relevant reports to the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. This is
not zn intcr-governmental study, in the
sense that the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty,
is seeking, but he may be content that
Grenada, and perhaps some other
countries, may be reporting in an
international forum,. :

Lord KINGS NORTON: My Lords,
the word was “intra ”, not “inter .

Lord STRABOLGI: My Lords, I take
note of what the noble Lord said. Then
it has been suggested, too, in this debate
that Her Majesty’s Government should
setup astudy group. Iamglad to say that
the noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, and the
noble Loid, Lord Gladwyn, both speaking
from the Front Benches for the Opposition
Parties, did not support this proposal, and
certainly Her Majesty’s Government do
not consider that there is. any Justification
for the expenditure of public money on
such a study.

[18 JANUARY 1979]
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I repeat that I am grateful to the uoble
Earl, Lord Clancarty, for raising. the
subject of UFOs, and [ am particalarly
grateful to him for inferming me in
advance of the points which he proposed
fo make to your Lordships. However,
from ail I have said, I am sure that your
Lordships will agree that there s no
reason for my right honourable friend
the Secretary of State for Defence ta make
a broadcast interview about UFQOs, as
the nobie Earl, Lord Clancarty, suggested.
As for telling the public the truth about
UFOs, the truth is simple. There really
are many strange phenomena in the sky,
and these are invariably reported by
rational people. ‘But - there is a wide
range of natural explanations to account
for such phenomena. There is nothing
to suggest to Her Majesty’s Government
that such phenomena are alien space
craft,

Viscount BARRINGTON: My Lords,
may I ask a question? I did rise to ask
it when the noble Lord, Lord Strabolgi,
rose. I was going to ask it of the noble
Earl, Lord Halsbury, but I think it would
be more courteous 1o ask it of the noble
Lord, Lord Strabolgi. The subject of this

 debate is * objects ”, and in the expert

speech—-with almost all of which I agreed
—of the roble Earl, Lord Halsbury, he
meaticned that scientists, as scientists,
are dealing oniy with material cbjects.
I have to be carefyl here, as a non-scientist
who minds his p’s and q’s, and ‘who
hardly knows a quasar from a pulsar,
but is a black holec a material object ?

Lord STRABOLGI: My Lords, I
should not at all like to follow the noble
Viscount down that avenue. I do not
think that even scientists or astronomers
know what black holes are. I may say
that, in a'way, 1 think it is a pity that the
noble Viscount did not take Ppart in the
debate. .- - . . .o e ie lae

10.34 p.m.

The Earl of CLANCARTY: My Lords,
I should like to thank the nobie Lord,
Lord Strabolgi, for his assurances and
for the information which he has given
us. 1 am sorry that we are not to be able
to listen to, or sce, his right honourable
friend the Secretary of State for Defence,
giving a television interview about UFQOs.
There are just one or two “very small
points,” before I ‘end this debate, We

o

el
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have talked about the umpteen light
years that some of these plancts and stars
are away from us. But we are looking
at it from our own standpoint, because we
started 1o fly only in 1903, when the
Wright brothers took off. Now we
have got Concorde, so we consider our-
sclves to be rather good. But we say
that we cannot go right out into space
because of ail this distance in light years.
Let us suppose, however, as has been
suggested,. that there are billions of
planets with civilisations thousands of
vears. old. Is it not possible that they
could come here, after all that time,
almost instantaneously? It is just a
thought. :

A propos of that, 1 should like to bring
to the attention of your Lordships a
famous scientist and astronomer, our
own Sir Fred Hoyle. Some years ago
he wrote a book called Of Men and
Gadlacies. He wrote a passage in that
book which I was allowed to quote in
one of mine. Tt read:

* Youare ail familiar with an ordinary tclephone
directory. If you want to speak to someone, you
ook up his number and you dial the appropriate
code. My speculation "—

. this is Sir Fred Hoyle speaking—

**is that a similur situaiion exists and has existed
for billions of years in the galaxy. My speculation
is that an interchange of Messages is going on on a
vast scale all the time and that we are as unaware
of it as a pyemy in the African forests is unaware
of the radio messages that flash at the speed of
light round the earth. My guess is thar there
might be a million or more subscribers to the
galactic dxrectory. Our problem is to get our
name into that directory >,

I think that noble Lords will agree that
there is a man of vision. Nothing is
impossible in this world or in this universe,
It is just that the seemingly impossible
takes a little time to come about,

My Lords, we have had an interesting
discussion this evening. 1 should like
to. thank the right reverend Prelate the
Bishop of Norwich and all noble Lords
who have taken part in this debate for
their wonderful contributions. should
also like to congratulate the noble

[LORDS ]
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riveted attention, | beg leave to with-
draw the Motion for Papers,

Motion for Papers, by Iea\)e, withdrawn,

WRITTEN ANSWERS

“ BRITISH NATIONALITY LAW:
DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE
CHANGES »

Lord AVEBURY asked Her Majesty’s
Government: .

‘Whether they will publish the com-
ments which the Home Office has so far
received on the Green Paper British
Natiorality [aw: Discussion of Possible
Changes (Cmnd, 6795) which appeared
in April 1977 and which invited com-
ments from the public and  from
interested bodies ** as part of the process
of open government ", .

The MINISTER of STATE, HOME
OFFICE (Lord Boston of Faversham):
So far nearly 250 Persons or organisations
have sent in comments on the Green
Paper, Undﬁrstandably there is a good
deal of repetition and Her Majesty’s
Government do not intend to publish all
of this material verbatim. It 1s open to
any of the authors of papers to publish
them and some have done s0 at least in
substance. Her Majesty’s  Government
will have in mind the possibility. of
publishing in due course a summary of al]
comments received,

DISABLED PERSONS:
EMPLOYMENT QUOTA
DEFICIENCY

Lord VAIZEY

asked Her Majesty’s
Government: '

What is the number and percentage

Viscount, Lord Oxfuird, upon his splendid
maiden speech. May I also thank all l

other noble Lords for their rapt aund |

¥

R S

of firms failing to employ their quota
of disabled persons for each year since
1960.
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Lord WALLACE of COSLANY: I
am advised by the Manpower Scrvices

Commission that the required information
is 43 foliows:—

Nuniber of firms  Figure in

with a qitela previous
obligations nol colunin as
complying with % of firins

3 per cent. guota subject
Year- at annual review to quota
1560 ... 24974 382
1961 ... 25,34 386
*1962 ... ,,f"9 42-1
*1963 ... 899 42-1
1964 ... 29,27! 45-2
1965 ... 31,038 46-8
1966 ... 31,661 483
1967 ... 34,176 52:3
1968 ... 34,319 537
1969 ... 35,102 55-5
1970 ... 36,396 57-3
1971 ... - 36,332 58-2
1972 ... - 34,794 57-8
1973 .. 33,779 584
1874 ... 33,106 60-0
1975 ... 32,340 60-9
1976 ... 31,065 613
1977 ... 31,763 629
1978 30 446 632

*In 1967 and 1963 a survey was made in

respect of all firms with more than 500

stafY but only a selection of firms with less
than 500 staff {but which nevertheless had
a guota obligations). The figures for the

=
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years 1962 and 1963 are therefore per-
centages based on the number of firms
reviewed in those years and not on all
firms subject to quota.

DISARMAMENT AND ARMS
CONTROL: UN RESOLUTIONS

Lord KENNET asked Her Majesty’s
Government:

Whether they will publish in con-
venient form the initiatives taken by
Her Majesty’s Government, whether
unilaterally or in association with others,
and the votes they cast, on disarmament
and arms control resolutions at last
autumn’s General Asscmbly.

Lord GORONWY-ROBERTS: The
Government’s initiatives on resolutions on
arms control and disarmament will be

- described in detail in the Report on the

33rd Session of the United Nations
General Assembly, to be published as a
White Paper. A separate record will
shortly be made available to non-govern-
mental organisations with a special interest
in disarmament and will be placed in the
Library of the House.

House adjourned at twenty-
twoe minutes before eleven
o’clock.

o
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE ‘
MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SWI1A 2HB

Telephene O1-2i8 - (Direct Dizlling)

01-218 8000 (Switchboard)

PARLIAMENTARY 1UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE

_ FOR DEFENCE FOR THE ROYAL AIR FORCE

AF/JW 562/77 " December 1977

‘\\’\Qo\x

I am replying to the letter which you seni{ to Lord

on 8th December with a letter from Mr I
of Lancing, Sussex on the subject
of flying saucers.

I am afraid that I can give you no immediate guidance
on the form any investigation inte flying saucers might
take as a result of the recent debate in the United Nations
Organisation. All I can suggest is that your consgtituent
should address his enquiries to the Organisation itself.

I am sorry I cannot be more helpful.
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APS/US of S(RAF)

. 1. The Foreign Office might have given us some indication when they trans-

ferred these papers of the line they have taken st the United Naticns Organi-
sation. You will recall from the press reports that a debate on uaidentified
flying objects has been held there recently at the request of the Prime
Minister of Grenada. However, we have tracked down a Mr - in the Energy,
Science and Space Department of FCO who tells us (and, I hope, will confirm
in writing) that a UN resolution calling for an investigation into UFOs has
been shelved indefinitely. ‘The UK did not support the resolution, the view
being that such an investigation would bring the UN into disrepute. Matters
now rest, I believe, on the understanding that countries interested in a UFQ
investigation should pool their resources.

2. Mr - does not seem to be particularly interested in his constituent's
request - I suggest a reply as attached.

\4 December 1977




DRAFT

LETTER FROM US of S(RAF) to —_Mg

1. . I am replying to the letter which you gent to _on
8 December with a letter from_ _ Lancing, Sussex

on the subject of flying saucers.

2. I can give you no immediate guidance on the form any investigation into
flying saucers might take as a result of the recent debate in the United
Nations Organisation. All I can suggest is that your constituent should

address his enquiries to the Organisation itself.




MINISTEY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A2HB

. -Telephone 01 IRl 1 8-

3

Your reference

Eaqs, o
Energy, ocience & Space Dept. Our reference
Toraeien & Commonwealth Office : - D/s4(Air)8/3
Dowming St (East) Date
Tondon SW1A 2AL ' N . 7bH December 1977

<t

y, €5 5%
Dear Ivir-‘ iﬂ -

We spoke earlier today about the United Nations resolution .
concerning an investigstion into Unidentified Flying Objects.

2 Since we reed to zsdviss our Minister on this subdbject in
connection with a Parlismentary Encuiry, I should be very grateful
if you would confirm that my understending of the situation, as
stated below, is correct:-

K= Ths resolution has been shelved indefinately, and it
was suggested that countries interested in co-—ordinating
investigations should pool their resources. '

b. The UK did not support, nor wish to be associated with
the resolution, it being considered that participation in
such an investigation could bring the United Naotions into
disrepute.

Yours sincerels
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“Eric said:

" UNOUFO’s .

By HI}NRY MILLER
in New York :

V’HILE some members -
dozed, others joked and

. still oth\,rs did their best

to conceal their incredulity,
tha United Nations Specxal

~-Political . Committce for-
* mally took up the question-

of  unideniified ﬂymg

" objects.

They did so at the instigation
of Sir Eric Gairy, Prime Min-
ister of Grenada, who has been .
campaigning fer two years to’
promote an official U.N, study on-
the issue. .

He called it *the fulfilment
of my very high expecta*.on ”
and added' “The world is look-
ing on.” . .

Although the world Is mm'e‘
likely to consider that the 149-
mdtion Dody has mors serions
matters with which to occupy
itself, the committee .nonethe-
less agreed to devote more,
debate to the topic today.

Sir Eric, who (ntersperses

-religious thoughts into his mus-

ings on UFO’ ’s, opened ine
debate by saying: “A UN.
study will not infringe on the
sovercignity of any natioan. We
have the backing of many sclen-
tists and I look forward thh
canfideace to the support of the

i
Carter interest ; '[1
" President Carter himself has'

-gaid that he once saw a UF O,

and Sir Eric said he had T'een
e:couraged by the P"Ealdm ts
rest in the subje

Telhng reporters of his own
experience 2!y vears ago, Sir
“1 saw a UF QO as.
I was driving home at abont
fwo or three in the mmorning,
Tt wds a4 big m,cot a brilliant

. Hight, golden bright, movin u"a':

trev):qqﬁ()l‘g A\v-efw} "
The Grenada dalezation dis-

tributed 4o delezates free
hCKets to a new flm, “Close.
¥incouaters-ef tha Thi

~d Kind,”
which deals with UF Q5.7 ¢
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Grenada hes
resolution to set up a speciai
United National
department to conduct rasearch
into- unidentified flying objects
and related pienomena.

Instead it is circulating at the
United Nations a draft resolu-
«tion called en the Secretary-
Gevera) Dr Wealcdheim, to con-

duct-'a wide-rauging aneSL.gﬁ'

t‘on into flyicg saucers, inctud-
ing an analysis of the hepsfits,
priblems, and daugers stem-
mizng from any coalac: with
extra-terrestrial hife.—Reuter. .
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London 3.W.1

Prom The Minister of State

| | 9 Decerher 1977

, This 4s just to let you know that | have
transferred your letter of 8 December _enclesing

one_from vour constituent, Hr *
Lancing, Sussex, ahout flying

saucers to the winistry of Defence. You will
be hearing from the appropriate Winister there
soon, :

House of Commons
London SW1A  OAA
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Sy S 8th Decembar, 1977,

Minister of State,

Foreign & Commonwealth fo;ce,
Downing Street,

London, S.U.1,

i K
é ooz |
i - ‘

I have received the enclosed
and I do _hot know whether you would care
to give me any advice on it,

Yours’ sincerely,

(Dictated by
absaence
L. Cknowej» cd .

and signed in his

AR R R T T Py

2. Minister of State has[ has not seen

B st wimmrrareds v Department for
advice and draft reply from -

feecebosacvennas G842 00060 000000680 00000000e sosssvocvoney

_ Pronu _Ivi.P. ﬁf/ﬂd&(,.?/??
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I9 Hyrtle Rozd,
Laacing,
L o ' - Sussex.
2htr Novemder 1977,

Mr

House of Commons,
Hestminster,
London. SYIA OAA,

Dear Sir,
RLCLHL items in the press have indicated that the United HUations

is$ to start an official probe into Flying Saucers.Although many people inay

&

consider such a project something of a waste of time I am personally glad
that some steps are being taken to investigate this phenomena on a serious.
and official bas i S.

The main reason for my writing to you is that in my opinioa not
only should government oodles be involved ina project of this nature,but so
should a team of ufolog sts who would obviously be used to the varloua
problems involved.

Althou gh I rezlise that no decisions may have been made regarding
the form this prowbct is to take [ feel it essential that ufologists are
involved in this venture.l should like your opinion on this matter and what

you think the chances are of non government bodies and individuals being
involved,
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE el
MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SW1A 2HB

Telephene O]‘ZTB-IFGCI Dizlling)

01-218 9000 (Switchboard)

PARLIAMENTARY IUNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE

. FOR DEFENCE FOR THE ROYAL AIR FORCE

AF/IW 562/77 & December 1977

- I am replying to the letter which you sent to Lord

on 8th December with a letter from MrWl
f Lancing, Sussex on the subject
of flying saucers. :

I am afraid that I can give you no immediate guidance
on the form any investigation into flying saucers might
take as a result of the recent debate in the' United Nations
Organisation. All I can suggest is that your constituent
should address his enquiries to the Organisation itself.

I am sorry I cannot be more helpful.

MP
House of Commong
London

SW1A OAA

££C§0££%c£ ’;\
ac C/Lr\/‘&&’/”&
At 63
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APS/US of S(RAF) '
- L.  The Foreign Office might have given us some indication vhen they trans

ferred these papers of the line they have taken at the Uni 2d Kations :
sat::Lon,. You will recall from the press reports that a d'e:;a:el\ 2:1\i§;dgr$?m-
f}y:}ng objects has been held there recently at the request of the Prir Atified
Minister of Grenada. However, we have tracked down a Mr in 4th:e‘En
?czem.:e and Space Department of FCO who tells us (and, I hope, will conf‘ergy'
in writing) that a UN resolution calling for an investigation'into UFOs ;rm
be?n shelved indefinitely. The UK did not support the resolution, the vgs
being that such an investigation would bring the UN into disrepute’ Mattew
now ret?t, I believe, on the understanding that countries intereste& in a U;SB
investigation should pool their resources.

2. Mx?does not seem to be particulari i i '
Yy interested in his con 1t
request - I suggest a reply as attached. : Stituent's

\4 December 1977
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LETTER FROM US of S(RAF) to NG

1. . I am replying to the letter which you sent to Lord

8 December with a letter from Mr-of

on the subject of flying saucers.

Lancing, Sussex

2 I can give you no immediate guidance on the form any investigation into
flying saucers might take as a result of the recent debate in the United
Nations Organisaticn. All I can suggest is that your constituent should

address his enquiries to the Organisation itself.
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MINISTEY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A2HB

. <Telephone 01-330°7522%5%2 1 8-
' Your tefe;ence
(N T .
Energy, !cience & Space Dept.

Our reference

Poraign & Commonwealth Office . - D/s4(Air)8/3

Dovning St (Bast) _ Date

London SWiA 24T, o ' . /4t Decenmber 1977
<

iﬂ, tf/g N
Deax tr (D ~

We spoke earlier today about the United Nations resolutbion .
concerning an investigation into Unidentified Flying Objects.

2. Since we reed to adviss our Minister on this subjeet in
conmmection with a Parlismentary Enquiry, I should be very grateful
if you would confirm that nmy understanding of the situation, as
stated velow, is corrects~

K- The resolution has been shelved indefinately, and it
was suggested that countries interested in co-ordinating
investigations should pool their resources. '

b. The U¥ did not support, nor wish to be associated with
the resolution, it being considered that varticipation in
such an investigation couvld bring the United Kutions into
disrepute,

Yours sincerely
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D Nations' diplomats foung
ves lost for words in another
terday,
had {aken off op the fdrst UN
on_ unidentified Aving objects,
called by Sir Edwargd Gairy,
I of the Caribbean island of
da .

'cgtjlarly visit l

:7..7.__,. - cemme

island, and Froposed  thyt 1978
t{ to be the ¥ear of the UFO.,
enada’y ambassador, Mrp Wailington
Friday said the UN shoulq take un
initiafive, -
But the debate ended in silence, The
down - to - earth  dinlomats

L —. who
normally deal with wars or fu: '
Were: specchless, ;. (i, s

s AR T e =




—— - ————— -

Cmon am— vy — Y

!
-
i
i

o

-- e =

et vk 4 e o

e

{

" AGOGOVER !

" objects. :

“world’s nations,”

* " President Carter himself has
- 8aid that he once saw a UF O,

‘Encousters ¢f tha Thi

. By HENRY MILLER
. - in New York

- VVHILE some members -

dozed, others joked and

. still others did their best

to conceal their incredulity,
tha United Nations Special

- Political . Cemmittce for-
* mally took up the question |

of  unidentified ﬂying"?

" They did so at the instigation

of Sir Eric Gairy, Prime Min-
ister of Grenada, who has been
campaigning fer two years to
prontote an official U.N. study on -
the issue. -

He called it “the fulfilment
of my very high expectation”
and added: “ The world is look-
ing on.” . . .

Although the world s more-
tikely to cousider that the 149-
nation body has more serions
matters with which to occupy
itself, the committee .nonethe-
less agreed to devote mare
debate to the topic today.

Sir Eric, who ({atersperses

-veligious thoughts into his mus

ings on. UFO’, opened the
debate by saying: “A UN.
study will not infringe on the
sovercignity of any nation. We
have the backing of many scien-
tists and I look forward with
cmfideace to the support of the

LU
IR O

Carter interest ‘['1

and &ir Eric said ke hed been'

exceuraged by tha President’s
terest in the subjact. -
Tell;'ng reporters of his own

experience 2! vears ago, Sir

“Eric said: “J saw a UF O as.

I was driving home at about
iwo or three in %he mornitg.
It wds = big ehiect. a brilliant
fight, goldea bright, moving at
treniendonus spead” A
The CGrenadz delezation dis-
tributed 4o  detesate free
tickets to a naw fim “Close :

e,

which deals vith UF i3
o

- ——

- e e
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—-.-UFOs INQUIRY _

— . —— -

'CALL AT UN.

_ Grerada has withdravn 8

resolution to set up a svecial
United National agency or
department to conduct rasearch
into unidentified flying objects
and related phenomena,

.__Instead it is circulating a! the
Uniled Nations a draft resola-
«tion calied en the Secretary-
General, Dr Waldheim, to con-
duct-a wide-rauging investiga.

“tion into flying saucers. inclug-

ing an anslysis of the benafits,
preblems, and  dangers stem-
ming, from any coalac: with
extra-terrestrial liffe.—Reuter, .

W e e . s e —
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Foreign and Commonwealth Ofﬁc
y  London 3.W.1
. CTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT ‘

Prom The Minister of State -

| 9 Decerber 1977

*»

A This -is just to let you know that | have
: " transferred your letter of 8 Decerber enclesing

one from your constituent, tir (NI
*Lamcing, Sussex, about flying

- saucers to the winistry of Defence. You will

be hearing from the appropriate Hinister there
soon, . -

n
House of Commons
London SH1A 0AA .




REDACTION ON ORIGINAL'DOCUMENT |~~~ =%

§ Prom: -M.I’. /)f/ﬂdé‘ér?//??

- : © gt Hewelof Sy (Gur
- o Bede »
- hatahnd aecld 2,@&6.
, o R 13
fﬁ%”"' - : ' . HOUSE OF COMMONS’
el e T ‘ - LONDON SWIA OAA
ISR - ) : :
e
.-

8th December, 1977,

Minister of Sta!e, o )

Foreign & Commonuealth Office,
s . Douwning Street, :
London, S.U.1.

_‘ ° . . N
.s Dezr Lord (NG,
{ : T

: I have received the enclosed
and I do not know whsther you would care
to give me any advice on it,

Yours' gincerely,

(Dictated by me. [ and signed in nis
absence), . N
L. Acknowiedzed ......

2. Minister of State has/has riot seen

S wrveviinienceeee.... Depagtment for
advice and draft reply from . -

et ebeancvinnae M L LR L YT T Y T T IN tessscoriary




o a——— - a———

<

~ ’_\RE‘D-ACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUI\/IENT |

“Lancing, _ N
. : T : - _Sussex. . e
' ' 2hthk lLipvemner 1977,

M
House of Conmons,
YHestrinster,

London. SVIA OAA.

Dz2ar Sir, _ ] .

Recent items in the press have indicated that the Unitec Hations
is to start an official probe into Flying Saucers.Aflthough many people may
consider such a proje

Ject something of a waste of time I anm rersorally glad

that some steps are being taken to investigate this phenomena on a serious.
and official basis, ’

The main reason for my writing to you is that in my opinion not
only should government bodies be involved ina proj
should a team of ufologists who w
problems involved,

zct of this nature,but so
ould obviously be used to the various

. Althdugh I rezlise that no decisiéns nm
the form this proiect is to take [ feel it essential that ufologists are
involved in this venture.l should like your opinion on this matter and what

you think the chances are of non govérnment bodies and individuals being
involved.

ay have been made regarding
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Loxds eﬂg&.questlon forwarded for necessary action - draft
reply, b“ngLEfuu rrote—and-potesLon.supplementaries,

acdcavon~d wive ./S Q. zi””,,.%}..ﬁf.?.l

Please retuxrn to Room 6332 by .
0\7{&( —

(Miss J. Ferguson)
Paxliamentary Clerk
218 6312

Secretary of State'!s Office

| | M.2
PS/Sof3 (through DUS(air))

Draft reply and background note ﬁlacgd_oppoSite.

2. At the back of the folder I have placed copies of parallel
dquestions to ‘the Home Office and Department of Education and
Science., Our‘enquiries suggest that uue Home Office reply may
be faintly “ironic, to the effect that *no 1pstru0ulons are given
to the police, but they will no doubu investigate any unusual
occurrences with their usual vigour. Department of Bducation.
and Scxence zre expected to say that they do have. contaCu with
the French ooiy concerned, but not on. UrOs. :

5. A'little detective vork has suggested that the Earl has been
prompted to these enguiries by his halfnbrother avd heir, Hon

Bringley Le Poer Trench, who is a Vice P L5 the Brltﬂsh
UFO Research aissociation. ' -

25 November 1977




| (\‘ \ ‘ ' MONDAY, 28TH NOVEMBER 1977

THE EARL OF CLANCARTY - To ask Her Majesty's Government
whether they are aware that in an
interview on France-Inter radio
on 21 February 1974 Monsieur Robert
Galley, then French Minister of
Defence, stated that his Ministry
had set up a section in 1954 to
study eyewitness accounts of
unidentified flying objects; and
whether our Ministry of Defence
also has a section to investigate
these unidentified flying objects.

ANSWER

The Government has no record of a statement made in

February 1974 by the then French Minister of Defence.

Our Ministry of Defence has no specific organisation
engaged on the examination of reports of unidentified flying
objects; reports are examined by specialist staffs as part - of
their normal duties to see if they contain any implications
for the defence of the United Kingdom. Investigations into

any scientific significance of phenomena which go beyond

defenbe interests are not carried out.by the Department..

S



The National Archives
MoD file French Air Force
Copies of MoD papers on French Air Force UFO Policy and PQs from Lord Clancarty, circa 1976-78, released to Dr Clarke in 2002.


C
- ‘.';

"BACKGROUND NOTE

o MOD interests in UFO 1nvest1gatlon is solely to establish
whether report have any bearlng on defence. Investigations of
jndividual reports over a number of years have produced no

evidence thaf UFOs represent a threat to defence. As might be
expected, simple explanations have been found for most UFO

reports, the most common single source of sightingsfbeing air-
craft or the lights or aircraft seen under unusual meteorological
conditions. There is nothing to justify the expenditure of Defence

funds on setting up a section to investigate the reports.

2. We sometimes take the line: 'The MOD does not dismiss the
possibility that intelligent life could exist in outer space, but

reports that have reached the Department to date contain no

evidence to support the view that these alleged phenomena are of

an extra-terrestrial origin'. However, that response is more likely
toirritate the dedicated enthusiasts than to convince them, so it is

customary to play a dead bat.

.3. During 1976, the statement said %o have been made by the French
Minister of Defence in 1974 was brought to the Department's notice
in correspondence from the public. Attempts by DPR(RAF) to verify
the statement through the French Embassy were unsuccessful, since

it was virtually impossible to check back on a radio programme

broadcast e years earlier. Neither was the Britisk Air Attache's

" staff in Paris able to produce information on the broadcast. It is

understcod, however, that the French Defence Ministry also study
the Military implicatioﬁs and consider any scientific aspect thet
may have a bearing on militery affairs. The reports are also con-

sidered by French scientists at a Government organisation known as

the Centre Nationale D'Etude Spatial. The British Air Attache in




Paris was advised in 1976 that so far the Military had found
nothing of an aggressive nature in the sightings - hor have the

Scientists been able to explain the phenonmena,

25 November 1977
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include persons detained on com-
pletion of a sentence of imprisonment.

(4) No information is readily av

able about the average time spen ’ )
custody prior to deportation by perfons Lord HARRIS of GREENWICH:

; R - The Government has no knowledge of
who rll?ld f?otcebeen imprisoned for &} ;.0 the radio interview to which the
o criminal OHEnce. ) Question refers, or the role played by the

; (5) The longest period fo gendarmerie in investigating unidentified
such a person in custody jon 31st | fiying objects. The police in this country
October 1977 had been held finder the | have not been asked to collect reports of,
| 1971 Act awaiting deportation Was | or investigate, unidentified flying objects.
301 days. The jurisdiction and powers of the police

(6) There is consideralfle variation | are normally confined to terrestrial activi-
in the circumstances of hose held to | ties, but I have every confidence that
await deportation after s ving custodial | should an occasion arise where there is
sentences. The only inf rmation readily | evidence that an unidentified flying object
available relates to 4 people dis- has landed within a police area, the police
charged from Penton ille prison in the force concerned will investigate it with its
first half of 1977: his shows that a | customary vigour. However, until there
quarter of those recommended for | is some clear indication that the frequency
deportation spent /iess than 21 days | of such occurrences is likely to impose a°
in custody betweefi the completion of | significant burden on the police, I doubt
their sentence ang their deportation; a | whether it would prove fruitful to issue
half spent 43 days or less; and three- | guidance on this subject.
quarters spent 6 days or less.

(7) Unconvi ed prisoners, including Cd
those detaingfi under the provision « A STUDY OF EXMOOR ™
of the 1971 fAct, can apply to make -
personal - telephone calls within the-| Lord NORTHFIELD asked He
United Kiggdom for the following | Majesty’s Government:

ER 19771 Answers 1348

instructed to collect _reports ‘and in-
vestigate  these unidentified = flying
objects.

i

purposes: Whether they will make a State ent :
(a) for urgent domestic reasons, on Lord Porchester’s Report A Study
(b) tp clear up immediate business of Exmoor.
problems,
i (¢) fo consult a solicitor, Baroness STEDMAN: As tjfe House )
(dY to arrange bail securities, was informed on 6th April lagt, my right H
(e to contact 2 national repre- honourable friends the Secrefary of State :
senfative at an Embassy etc. for the Environment and tje Minister of

Q) A request for assistance for a Agriculture, Fisheries and Food appointed
vis(it to a dgta'mee would be considered Lord Porchester to und take a study of
" on khe same basis as for a visit to 2 changes in the moorjand areas of the

rephand prisoner. Exmoor National Papk, because they felt
that the exceptional
as a national herjfage and the need to

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS balance and safegifard the various interests
concerned called/or special and immediate
The Earl of CLANCARTY asked Her study.
Majesty’s Government: My right nourable friends are greatly
Whether they are aware that indebted to/Lord Porchester for the fair
Monsieur Robert Galley, the then and expegitious way In which he has
French Minister of Defence, in his | concucte the Survey and prepared his
radio interview on the France-Inter report. his was P‘-"QllShed ye§terday and
radio on 21st February 1974 stated that | COPIes Are available in the Printed Paper
the gendarmerie are playing a very Office
large: part in official investigations into Tie report establishes that since 1947
unidentified flying object sightings and | the otal area of moorland in the National
alleged landings: and whether our | Pafk has been reduced by some 12,000
police have beenn likewise officialiy { afres. Within the Critical Amenity Area

e s T BT T T T
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viation Terminal has been brought into

- Dcendv r6)?
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use for domestic flights only, and therefore
attendance by Customs and Immigration
staff’ will not be necessary. :

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING
~ " OBIJECTS

| The >Ear1 of CLANCARTY asked Her
Majesty’s Government:

Whether they are aware that in an
interview on France-Inter radio on
21st February 1974 Monsieur Robert

- Galley, then French Minister of
Defence, stated that his Ministry had
set up a section in 1954 to study eye-
witness accounts of unidentified flying
objects; and whether our Ministry of
Defence also has a section to investigate
these unidentified flying objects.

Lord WINTERBOTTOM: The
Government have no record of a state-
ment made in February 1974 by the then
French Minister of Defence.

Our Ministry of Defence has no specific
organisation engaged on the examination of
reports of unidentified flying objects;
reports are examined by specialist staffs as
part of their normal duties to see if they
contain any implications for the defence of
the United Kingdom. Investigations into
any scientific significance of phenomena

which go beyond defence interests are not
carried out by the Department. -

ROAD SIGNS

Lo DE  CLIFFORD  asked Her
MajestX’s Government : '

Wha¢ information the large yellow
backed \ road signs exhibiting " black
triangles) diamonds, circles and squares

' now prolikrating in the West Midlands
meant to donvey to the motorist; and
whether thep\will be included in the new
Highway Cody for everyone’s informa-

Baroness STEDWAN: These new signs
mark routes for tryffic to .follow when
Some emergency reduires a section of
motorway to be clysed. They guide
drivers from the motor ay and back to it
beyond the point of clos\re. Because the
signs are at present individ ally authorised
for each route and have not yet been
prescribed in regulations fo general use,
they are not being included\in the new
Highway Code; but they ha¥e received
press publicity and an explana ry leaflet
has been produced for distri tion to
drivers. I shall be sending the noYle Lord
a copy of the leaflet and copies ha¥e been
placed in the Library.

House adjourned at \ten
minutes before eight o’cloc
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though of course if the BBC wish to
approach us on this matter sometime

next year we will be perfectly prepared
to listen to what they have to say.

Television

I will, after what has arguably already
been an overlong speech, sum up.
I would repeat that we are glad to have
had this opportunity—I speak for myself
and, I am sure, for all who have partici-
pated in the debate—to pay tribute to the
valuable work which broadcasters un-
doubtedly . play in our society. When I
was recently in the United States I was
struck by the very high esteem with which
programmes from this country were
regarded. These programmes, both from
the BBC and Independent Television, are
finding their way .on to the networks and
public broadcasting stations in the United
States. Both the BBC and Independent
Television have offices in the United
States selling British programmes and in
1976 the total volume of overseas sales for
the BBC and IBA was over £18 million,
and despite the undoubted fact that a
substantial amount of foreign material is
shown on British television, we still have a
quite significant surplus on our balance of
payments as far as television is concerned,
which is a quite remarkable tribute to both
the BBC and Independent Television.

In the light of what my noble friend
Lord Vaizey said, I shall .avoid the
temptation to say we have the best tele-
vision in the world. My Swedish is
extremely poor, my German is non-existent
and I am a little rusty even in my Noz-
wegian, so I would certainly not make that
claim. Nevertheless, choosingrather more
neutral language, I would say that our
programmes stand comparison with those
made anywhere else in the world. That is
not to say that we should be pleased with
everything that is produced. To be blunt,
that would be an absurdly complacent
view. Inevitably, there will be cases
from time to time where it is believed that
there have been lapses in taste and
sometimes in sensitivity, but it is for the
broadcasting authorities, not the Govern-
ment, to deal with those. A few such
alleged lapses have been mentioned this
afternoon and we have had them more than
touched on in the Press in recent months.
Nevertheless, we recognise how essential
is the function that the BBC and the
Independent  Broadcasting Authority
perform at relatively modest cost to the
community.

[1 DECEMBER 19771

. ond Radio

There are many general bénefits available
to all listeners and viewers, a point men-
tioned by many noble Lords in the debate.
Apart from the dissemination of news and
information, the encouragement of the
arts and the promotion of education in all
its forms, there are, ‘as ‘the noble Lord,
Lord Winstanley, ‘said, the special and
particular benefits conferred on the aged,
the infirm and the lonely, for whom life

.without the broadcasting services would

indeed be a miserable existence. In the
Government’s view, no formal inquiry is
needed to ensure that proper recognition
is given to the valuable work done by our
broadcasters, Nevertheless, this short de-
bate has at least enabled some of the more
positive achievements of the industry to
secure wider recognition.

Lord FERRIER: My Lords, before the
noble Lord sits down, I should like to
point out that I was looking forward to
hearing the Government’s view on my
point about the broadcasting of infor-
mation about Parliament.

Lord HARRIS of GREENWICH: My
Lords, despite what has been, as I have
already indicated, an overlong speech,
it has been impossible to deal with every
point raised, but certainly what the noble
Lord refers to is an important matter, and
1 will ensure that it is taken into account
during our discussion of the Annan
Report.

WRITTEN ANSWERS

CUSTOMS AND IMMIGRATION:
HEATHROW AIRPORT

Lord TREFGARNE
Majesty’s Government:

asked Her

How many Customs and Immigration
officials are presently employed at
Heathrow Airport and how many will
be needed to man the new General
Aviation Terminal there. -

The PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-
SECRETARY of STATE, DEPART-
MENT of the ENVIRONMENT (Baroness
Birk): The numbers of Customs officers
and Immigration Service staff employed
at the Heathrow Airport passenger ter-
minals on 31st October 1977 were,
respectively, 392 and 509. The General
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Aviation Terminal has been brought iuto
usz for domestic flights only, and therefore
atiendance by Customs and Immigraticn
stait will 1ot be necessary.

v

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING
OBJECTS

The Earl of CLANCARTY askad Her
Majesty’s Government:

Wiether they are aware thet in an
interview on France-Inter radic on
"21st February 1974 Monsieur Robert
Galley, then TFrench Minister of
Defence, stated that his Ministry had
sct up a scction in 1954 to study eye-
witness accounts of unidentified fiying
cbiects; and whether our Min'stry of
Dafence alsc has a section to investigaie
thess unidentified fiving objects.

Lovd WINTERBOTTOM: The
Governmant have no record of a stats-
ment made in February 1974 by the then
French Minister of Detence.

Qur Ministry of Defence has nc specific
crzanisation engaged on thz exammaticn of
repoits of unidentified fiying  objects;
reports .1e examined by specialist stafls as
vart of their normal duties to see if they
contain any implicatioas for the defence of
the United Kingdom. 1lnvestigations into
any scientific significance of phenomena

(ot Prcends (5

[LORDS ]

Answers

wiiich go beyond defence
carried out by the Department.

ROAD SIGNS

Lord pe CLIFFORD asked ifer
Majesty’s Gevernment:

What information the large yeflow
backed road signs exhibiiing black
triangles, diamonds, circles and squares
now proliferating in the West Midlands
meant to convey to the motorist; and
whether they will be included in the new
Highway Code for everyone’s informa-
tion.

Baroness STEDNMAN: These new signs
mark routes for traffic to follow when
scme emergency requires a section of
motorway to be closed. They guide
drivers from the motorway and back to it
beyond the point of closurz. Becauss the
signs are at present individually authorised
for each route and bave not vat bze
prescribed in regulations for general use,
ihey are not being incloded in the new
Highway Code; but they have veceived
press publicity and an explanatory leaflet
has been produced for distribution to
drivers. I shall be sending the noble Lord
a copy of the leafiet and copies have teen
placed in the Library.

House adjournsd

en
minutes before eight o’
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ntries:.v She ~has extended zand ex-
Bladed in the best'possible way our whole
B )oach to aid, and I should like it made
foNitely clear that that is what we
Rant\ - - . ;
shokld like to give the noble Lord
ther Quotation from his article. He
51 that \n this particular project the
dvernmen\'s case was based on “less
ated poliical motives ”. In answer
his T shoul like to give one quotation
1 a recent ar\icle of my right honourable
nd. It is thisy )

‘we all need ty take into account human
, whether it De Cambodia or Uganda,
onesia, Chile, or Rolivia, Czechoslovakia or
Soviet Union .

% am most gratef{ for the support 1
Ve received tonight Yrom my two noble
nds—indeed a poweNul and impressive
bination, and from\the noble Lord,
d Avebury, in anothéy powerful con-
sbution. 1 think now\ that on the
#stion of aid for Bolivia\we must look
e future. We shall nol go back on
decision about the tin miNing project.
I have said, our offer of assistance has
n welcomed, and our commnjjtment to

‘s 4 firm one. The Government’s yeasons
" deciding against the mining pgojects
good ones.. They are perfect] well
gerstood by the Bolivian Governypent,
d we look forward to mutually Satis-
ory relations over new projects.

WRITTEN ANSWERS

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING
OBIJECTS

he Earl of CLANCARTY asked
Majesiy’s Government:

: Whether they are aware that in
: « | §France, since 1st September 1977, a
i Y {section for the study of unidentified
P : flying objects has been set up in the
. {National Centre for Space Studies in
{Toulouse, under the direction of
9 Monsieur Claude Poher, a distinguished
| scientist, and that this body is sponsored
fjupon the French Ministry of Industry
4| and Research; and whether there is a
similar scientific organisation under
Government sponsorship in the United

o . Written [ 6 DECEMBER 1977} . Answers 16001

'MENT of EDUCATION and SCIENCE'

.objects or phenomena.

¢lp when we can find the righ projects | .. -

; ; Kingdom to study unidentified flying

objects, working closely with the French
L ONe. Gl - L e

The MINISTER of STATE, DEPART:

i

(Lord Donaldson of Kingsbridge): Her:
Majesty’s Government understand that a
study group called the Groupe d’Etudes
sur les Phenomenes Aerospatiales Non-:
Identifies (GEPAN) has been set up under’
the French Ministry of Industry, Com-
merce and Artisans at the National
Centre for Space Studies in Toulouse.
The group has no formal links with the
United Kingdom, and we have no similar
scientific group to study unidentified

LEGAL AID REFUSALS

Lbrd CHITNIS asked Her Majesty’s
Govarnment:

hether they will list in the Official
Repyrt the number of applications for
legal\aid which have been refused for
each Year since 1970 and whether they
will chassify this information according
to the\following categories:

(@) Where the Supplementary Benefits
CoMimission have determined the
applicant’s disposable income at an
amo\nt greater than the limit;

(b) wheke the Supplementary Benefits
Comn\ission have determined the
applicAnt’s ~ disposable capital at
an amdunt greater than the limit;

(¢) where\the proceedings to which
the application related are not
s for which legal aid may

(d) where the applicant has not
shown tha¢ he has reasonable
grounds for\ taking, defending, or
being a party to the proceedings;

(e) where it ajpears unreasonable
that the applifant should receive
legal aid in the\particular circum-
stances of the ca

The LORD CHANCELLOR: The
available information is se{ out below in
two tables. No informatiogp is available
about category (c) and combined figures
only are available for categorids (a) and b).
In England and Wales comblped figures
only are available for categories (d) and (e)..

.



TO0SE MINUTE

D/S4(Air)8/3

Ch;gﬁ Librarian

In a recent House of Lords
Parliamentary Question on Unidentified
Flying Objects the Earl of Clancarty
referred Ministry of Defence to a book ~
npha Grack in +the Universe" by M .Jean-Claude
Bourrett (pablisher unknown).

20 _Yould you please obtain a copy and
send it in the first instance to S4(Air).

[. December 1977
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countries. She has extended and ex-
. panded in the best possible way our whole
~approach to aid, and 1 should like it made

Written

; absqluhtncly&f«pl;ar,« that that is what w

meant.

I should like to give the noble Lbrd

another quotation from his article/" He
said that in this particular projg€t the
Government’s case was based *“less
elevated political motives ”. answer
to this I should like to give ong quotation
from a recent article of my righf honourable
friend. It is this:
“. .. we all need to take inyf account human
rights, whether it be Campodia or Uganda,
Indonesia, Chile, or Bolivigf Czechoslovakia or
the Soviet Union ™.

I am most gratefyl for the support I
have received tonight from my two noble
friends—indeed a pbwerful and imprsssive
combination, and/ from the noble Lord,
Lord Avebury, # another powerful con-
tribution. I fhink now that on the
question of ajA for Rolivia we. must look

help whn we can find the right projects
is a firh one. The Government’s reasons
for dfciding against the mining projects
are good ones. They are perfectly well
understood by the Bolivian Government,
agd we look forward to mutually satis-
tdctory relations over new projects.

WRITTEN ANSWERS

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING
OBIJECTS

The Earl of CLANCARTY asked
Her Majescy’s Government:

Whether they are aware that in
France, since Ist September 1977, a
section for the study of unidentified
flying objects has been set up in the
Nationial Centre for Space Studies in
Toulouse, under the direction of
Monsieur Claude Poher, a distinguished
scientist, and that this body is sponsored
upen the French Ministry of Industry
and Research; and whether there is a
similar scientific organisation under
Government sponsorship in the United
Kingdom to study unidentified flying

| [6 DECEMBER 1977

y

abjects, working closely with the French
one. v »

The MINISTER of STATE, DEPART-
MENT of EDUCATION and SCIENCE
(Lord Donaldson of Kingsbridge): Her
Majesty’s Government understand that a
study group called the Groupe d’Etudes
sur- les Phenomenes Aerospatiales Non-
Identifies (GEPAN) has been set up under
the French Ministry of Industry, Com-
merce and Artisans at the National
Centre for Space Studies in Toulouse.
The group has no formal links with the
United Kingdom, and we have no similar
scientific group to study unidentified
objects or phenomena.

LEGAL AID REFUSALS

Lord CHITNIS asked Her Majesty’s
Government:

Whether they will list in the Official
Report the number of applications fo
legal aid which have been refused fgr
each year since 1970 and whether t ey
will classify this information accordi
‘to the following categories:

(@) where the Supplementary Benefits
Commission have determj
applicant’s disposable incdme at an
amount greater than the/limit;

(6) where the Supplemenfary Benefits
Commission have dgtermined the
applicant’s disposaple capital at
an amount greater/than the limit;

(c) where the progéedings to which
the application/ related are not
proceedings fop/which legal aid may

be given;
(d) where th¢ applicant has not
shown thdt he has reasonable

grounds for taking, defending, or
being a/party to the proceedings;

it appears unreasonable
that fhe applicant should receive
legaf aid in the particular circum-
ces of the case.

The/ LORD CHANCELLOR: The
availdble information is set out below in
two/tables. No information is available
abgut catezory (c) and combined figures
oyfly are available for categories (2} and (b).
In England and Wales combined figures
only are available for categories {d) and (e).

Answers 1600:

Caamciaten
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- PS/USOELS(RAF)(Through DUS(Air)

As stated in the Background Note to the Earl of
Clancarty's question on 1 December 1977 (file PG 7343B
attached) a member of the public drew our attention to
this broadcast last year. Our enquiries in 1976 failed
to produce any first hand information on remarks which
the French Minister of Defence might have made. We have
been unable to obtain a copy of M Jean~Claude Bournett's
book, "The Crack in the Universe". S4(Air) have written
to the British Air Attache in Paris to obtain a transcript
and any other information which might be relevant, but
this is bound to take time.

24 I suggest the enclosed draft reply to the Earl of
Clancarty's question; the word tofficial' is important,
because it would be unwise to become involved in discussions
based on possibly biassed or selective 'transcrips'. The
Home Office ugree with the text.

T M P STEVENS
12 December 1977 HA 54 (Air)
, MB 8245 7048 1B



. mHR OF . ¢ .= To ask Her Majesty's Government
~'T331?53P-9F QLANCAR?Y whether they will reconsider their
s decision, implicit in their answers
to two recent Questions for Written
Answer (cols., 1347 and 1453), not
to draw the attention of the Ministry
of Defence and the Home Office to the
interview on France-Inter radio in
) : February 1974 of the then French
- Minister of Defence M.. Robert Galley
about unidentified flying objects by
M. Jean-Claude Bourret which is
transcribed in his book "The Crack
in the Universe".

ANSWER

(The Lord Winterbottom)

The Ministry of Defence are endeavouring to obtain an
official transcript of the interview said 4o have taken

place on France-Inter radio in February 1974,
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UNIDEETITIED FLYING OBJSCTS el
»
Reference A: D/Sh(Air)S/1 dated 13th December, 1977. . \f
B: PAR/1 Co/9/"n ated 2nd J“nuar', 1878, ™~ '
— ANNI® P
1. Reference A asked for certsin information avout French Minlstry
Defence t“e atment of reports from ths public szbout sighiings of
ulJnehuv?i"’ flyinz ovjects., In Beferance 2, I uvrdertock to obiszin
a transcriut o- a 1974 bro=adcasi on the subject.
2. The French authorities have now replied, and I enclcse the full
text of ¥ Robsrt Galley's radio intervizw on the subjesect.
3. The procadures, scet up just after the war for the snalysis of
reportad s*~nt¢ncv, znd as noted on .your files, remain unchanged -
with one small excepiion: the reports compiled by the Gendarmerie |
now go simultarsously to the Centre National d'Etules Sratiales (CRZE3.
and tne Defence Ministry - to save time. ‘
7
oy ot L, The Ministry of Defence overall vicwpoint on the subject remsins
aa X c_ekact ly as described in the Article in "Alr Actuzlités® (October 1975
7 js -
= written by Colonel Alexis, a copy of which was sent to you.
5. Finally, = recent development has heen the introduction of 2
small study group, uander the auspices of CiBS and chaired by
Monsieur (laude Poher, called the "Groupe ¢'Etuds des Phénomdnes
Adrospatisux ncn—iden:ifiés". The terrms cf reference for this groug
are not yet kncwn, but the title seems to me to be self-explanaiocry.
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"ERVIFW WITH M ROBERT GATLEY, MINISTER FOR THE ARMED FORCES ON FRANCE~-INTER -
! 21 FEBRUARY 1974 AT 2030 HOURS

9 Interviewer MG ~ M, Galley

I- Minister, you bave granted France-Inter an interview which will certainly
be sxgnlflcant because it is the first time that a Hlnlster for the Armed
Torces has agreed to speak about the problem of UFOs. Do you have information
4which allows you to answer the questions which the lisﬁeners are asking,

- information which we mow nothing about?

MG- Well, I don't know about that, beczuse I have speﬁt a necessarily
relatively limited éiﬁe on that question, though it is a question which f'
must say has alﬁays interested me. But.... and consequently I cannot kncw
everything that has been said during your broadcasts which I know certain
people in the Armed Forces Ministry follow assiduoﬁsly. What I deeply

believe is that we must adopt a strict, extremely open attitude to these
phencmena. A certain amount of progress'ﬁas been made in the human race by
the fact that attempts have been made to explain the inexplicabie. Yell,

in these air phenomena, these visual phenomena - I say no more - that are
grovped together undef the term UFOs, it is certain that there are thinge
which are not understood and which are at present relatively unexplained. And
I shall even say that there are things today which are unexplained or poorly
explained. In 1954 a section for considering and collecting evidence on the
‘appearance of UFOs was set up in the Armed Forces Ministry. 1 ran through a
certain number of statements and these statements developed up to 1970. There
are about 50. Amongst the first things i3 found a report of a personal
observation by Lt Jean Demery of the 107th Arty Brigade (?B.A.) at Villacoublay,
dated 20 November 1953. There are reports by gendarmes, there are some report
of observatioaS by pilots, by personnel who are air centre heads; a fair '

smount of information the concentration of which was quite disturbiug in 1954,

Q




‘d, consequently, I think that the attitude of miﬁd which must be adopted to
these phenomena is & quite open attitude; that is, one¢ which does not consist
Eflan apriori negation, as our ancestors iﬁ previous centuries had to deny
many things which seem to us today to be perfectly elementafy, whether: it be
piezo-electricity, static electricity, to take only those iwo, not to mention
a certain number of phencmena connected with biolcgy. In fect, all these
scientific developments consist in the fact that at a decisive moment it»is
seen thagiihe 50 years beforehand absolutely nothing was known or understood

‘of the reality of the phenomena.

-~

I- Have there been cases in which fighter aircraft - Mirages for example -

have followed UFOs in France?

MG~ Well, in France, after examining all the rgports, I don't Think 30, I
think that we had a certain numbér of radar observations in the 50s which.were
in Aquitaine. For 410 minutes, a quite iﬁéxplicable and still unexplaired
phenomenon. Other observations on the radar screen could be explained by
jamming phenomena and therefore consequently they were explained. But there
are a small number left, but a small number which are quite unexplained.
Phenomena abroad are quite well known. There are phenomena in the US; there
is the Turin phenomenon and to reply very precisely to your question, the
number of statements by French military piloté on éhese UFOs is relatively
small compared with what one finds abroad. But all the same there are'sﬁme

on record.

I- Are you in touch with other intipational military organisations,

Minister?
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“ .— No. si_ncel 1975 we have sent back to the GEPA all the statements and each

Jf@e there is o statement o something extraordinary haprens, we continue to
’§:nd it to them both through the pilots and through the gendarmerie. But the‘
Air Force considered, before 1970, that as‘there was, within the frame;ork
of its Air Defence mission, no> danger, you see that it is not their mission
ﬁfter all to study these pheromena on the scientific level -~ we consider that

‘,that is the role of the National Centre for Space Studies (CNES) where people
such as M Poher, are carrying cut a study which seems to us to be qﬁite
interesting to follow. But it does not come within our province. Consequently
we have no direct contact, though, I repeat, we make a contribution. Every

time something appears, we send it to thai specialist body which is working,

basically,on behalf of the nation.

I- Howsever, Minister, unidentified space objects in French air space seems

to concern national defenqe?

MG- Yes, that does concern national defence and I would say that that is

ﬁh& ve are following this question to try and see if any correlations can be
established. And I would say that, personaliy, I am rather interested in this
phenomena of the correlations which M Poher has explained, between the
variations of the magnetic field and the §assage of UFOs. There are a number
of relatively disturbing phenomena whichAmay, one day, have an explanation
which is not an explanation of a specific flying object, which may be magnetic
phenomena. But for the moment, we are obliged to recognise that there is
something there which we do not understand. Thefe is also the quite impressive
increase in visual observations - I shall not go into descriptions which your |
listeners know, since many of them coincide -~ but the visual observations of .
luminous phenomena which are sometimes spherical, sometimes dvoid etc, and

vhich are characterised by extraordinarily swift movements, all thcse are, I



Yust say, pheromena to which a certain amount of attention must be given, but
.amat say that in the Air Force, for tne moment, they have never seemed to

come directly under air defence.

I- If you were asked, for example, to make a few of your ra&ars,available to
a few scientists, or at least the observations made by the radar operators,

what would be your ;eply?

MG~ Oh, I would reply that we have no reason not to inform air defénce, if
there were_anomalie; on the radars, of the elements which if air defence goes
not manage to explain everything, I think that air defence would be bound to
report these unusuval or.unorthodox observations to a scientific authority
which would be entrusted with them. That is what we do at the moment since I
have there all the reports of observations which could be, which ccme from the
Air Force, the gendarmerie, from all the military authorities and we pass thenm

on very directly.

I- Weli, you have mentioned the Gendarmerie. France Inter listeners have
already heard many reports from gendarmes, offering the gocd faith of witnesses
when these witnesses state, not that they have seen unidentified luminous
phenomena in the sky which can always actually be interpreted as something
unsubstantial, but unknown by our natural science, but much more exact
phenomena, since there are landings with traces left in the ground. Aﬁd the
gendarmes conclude them in favour of the good faith of the witnesses who state

fhey have seen, not only UFO landings sometimes,.but little creatures.

MG- Ab, well, on this matter, I shall be a great deal more cautious. But I
must say that if your listeners could see the collection of reports from the .
gendarmerie -~ Air Gendarmerie, mobile gendarmerie, gendarmerie responsible for

territorial inquiries = which have been passed on to the National Centre for




. .pace ‘Stud’ie's through us - all the documents that we had - it is actually
’;11;3 disturbing. I think that the gendarmes are serious people and that when

" the gendarmes make & report, they do not do it haphazardly, and that if there
were only one or two, you could say that the gendarmes! sincerity-was suspect.
But I must say that there are a great number of gehdarmes' reports which are
very Qaried. It should be said that when they report incidents, if you like,
which have been reported to them, few of fhem, but all the same some, report
phenonena at ground level, you know, changes in the ground. All thie, if you
like, is still quite fragmented. I think, to conclude on this matter, that
we must adopt an extremely open attitude of mind to all this, not put into
doubt the sincerity of people, some of whom are obviously sincere, but at the

. moment it is really far too soon to draw the least conclusion.

Armed Forces Public Relations Information Service

1st Division ' Paris 21 February 1974

Sunmary - Analysis Office

Analysis Sheet of the Spoken Press Interview

Station: TFrance Inter
Data : 21 February 1974
- Time : 1300 hours

Subject: Interview with M Galley on UFOs.

Jean-Claude Bourret, for the fifst time a member of the goverﬁment is breaking
the wall of silence, a silence which politicians assume when the subject
under discussion is UFOs, in other words,'flying saucers:

M Robert Galley

Actually the Minister responsible for National Defence, that is, a man who

knows the problems of air defence since UFOé cencern air defence first of all,




o
; . 5
[ S .

has agreed to talk and this is in fact the first time that a Minister for

A gze Armed Fofces has apokén on this problem of UFOs. We shall brdadcast the

whole of this interview this evening at 2030 hours in the programme
"No Panic". But in this 1300 hours news, we wanted to give you a very short
extract from this interview and you will see now, if M Galley speaks, it is

not to "knock déwn" the prooiem of UFOs.

M Robert Galley:

- WIt is true that there are things‘which are not undersfood and which are at
present relatively ﬁnekplained, and I would even say that it is irrefutaQZe
that there are things today which are unexplained or poorly explained. In 1954
a section for considering and collecting evidence on these appearances of

UFOs was set up in the Armed Forces Ministry. I have run through a certain

number c¢f statements there and thgse statements developed up to 1970. There

are about 50.7!

Jean=(Ulaude Bourret

"Minister, aircraft pilots, military radar operators have seen UFOs, but it
inay be imagined that these are non-substantial air phenoména. Well, there

are witnesses who state that they have éeén UFOs land, who state that they have
seen little creatures near these UFOs, little humanoid creatures. And your
gendarmes, Minister, who have made inquifies, conclude in favour of the

sincerity of the witnesses. What do you think of that?"

M Robart Galley

"Well, if you like, in this matter, I would be a great deal more cautious

but I must say that if the listeners could see the collectibn)of reports froi"
the gendarmerie,.air gendarmerie, mobile gendarmerie, gendarmerie responsible
for'territorial‘inquiries, which have b;;n handed»over to the CNES b& us, al;

the documents that we had. It is actually rather disturbing. I think that the



gendarmes are serious people. When *h°" make & report, the gendarmes do
‘at do it haphazardly: and if there were only one or two, you could zay that
the gendarmes' sincerity was squect. But I must eay that ‘here is a great
number of gendarmes' reports which are very varied, it must be said. "Some=
times»they relate facts, if you like, which have been reported to them, few
of them but all the same some talk of phenomenra at ground level, you know, of
changes in the ground, all this, if you like, is étill quite fragmentary. I
think, té conclude if you like in this matter, that we must adopt an extremely
Vopen attitude of mlnd to all this, not put in doubt the sincerity of people,
som2 of whom are obviously slncere, but at the moment it is really far too

soon to draw the least conclusion."

Yves Mourousi.

I vould remind you that you will be able to hear the whole of this interview

this evgﬁing at 2030 hours in the'prograhme "No Panic! on France Inter.

MOD Ling Service
GLS/2997
VJR




FRENCH AIR FORCE VERSUS THE U¥Os

BI.Lt Col Gaston Alexis-

Since iast year, the specialist ard general press, radio~and televigion networks
have been paying an increasing amount of attention to UF0s. Certainly. public
interest in this subject has not yet reached'thé level of 1954, which caused
two MPs, Messrs Jesn Necher and Leotard, to put a written question baefore the

" Secretary of State for the Armed Forces, on October 22, concerning the role

of the armed forces in this area. It is true that Mr Galley, the then

Minister of Defence, recalled it clearly at his interview on France-Inters

In view of the currency of the subject, however, itAseems useful tc recall
the role of the air force in this matter to present the UF0 doussier held by
them and to summarize the various theories and counter-theories which exist in

France.

The Role of the Air Force in this Area

At the end of the last world war, a scientific bureau was set up within ﬁhe

Air Ministry to follow the development of aero-space techniques and techrologies
snd the progress in the knowledge of the aero-terestrial and spatial environment
in which aircraft and satellites have their being. It has since become a fore-
caéting and development burean but its roles hﬁve not changed. In 1951, when
the wave of statements on the appearance of "myaterious teavenly objects"
increased in volume in France, tkis burean, 6n its owvn initiative, opened .
dossier on the subject in order better to appreciate the nature and location of

these manifestations in French airspace.

In 1954, the Secretary of State for the Armed Forces asked the air force to follow

up this guestion on an official basis from that time on.

An Tastruction from the air force sitaff puf this decision into concrete form.

‘A1 high_commanda were acked to communicate to the Yair® scientific.bureanv§11 -k

evidence of UFOs collected on their territory.



,."’:role of the air force in this area is very clm*'ly get ont, The role of

\.air force staff consists solely in estimating whether certan information

: amcﬁgsf the evidence that they receive is likely to affect national defence;

this is not, in fact so, as we shall shortly see.

It is therefore clear that it is not within their province to make any state-
ments on the origin of such a strange phenomenon, nor to question the veracity
"of observations communicated to them officially, either by police or by

territorial or operational high commands.

- d

However, it is their task, whenever possible, to correlate there cbservations
with "real aero-space phenomena' which, under given atmospheric conditiocn$
might very easily be interpreted by non-specialized observers as strange

yhencnena.

After analysis of these d0551ers from the "natlonal defence" angle, they are

sent to the CNES (National Centre for space studies) to be examined sc1ent1~

fically.

In 1976, study of reports recorded over 25 yeors by the air force has only

enebled the following facts to be brought to light, from two points of view;

“National detence'" Point of View

No acts of aggression, either against persons or property, civilian or military,

have been detected.

These strange manifestations do not alter the geo-physical balance of the
terrestrial environment. No atmospheric disturbance was detected after they

had passed.

Air defence systems (radar and combat aircraft), which ensure continuous air
cover 5f the national territory, and also meteorological department radars,

do not M"wisualize" UFOs in 99.2% of cases.




To Cate, none of the observers has succeeded either in taking photographs
{f UFOs landed on the ground, with or without occupants, or in recovering

pieces of such objects. o ' .

Apart from some traces seen or. the ground, ro object has been reported or
recovéred by observers, which would enable us to prove the material existence

.of UFOs.

Scientific point of View

It would be pointless to bslieve that observation of unidentified space =
phenomena is the prerogative of our civilization and that it dates back only
to the start of this century. The first observations of these manifestaions
which are not based on the subjective interpretations of "Ufologists"(1)
date back to the first known writings. The "Ufologists" think that certain
writings, drawings and sculptures; parti;ﬁlarly those of'the South American

civilizations make it possible to date these manifestations back to the

origin of primitive civilizations.

QLoday, as in the past, this phenomenon is oniy very rarely revealed by
scientific instruments, whilst visual observations abound. Therefore, in
order to achieve greater objectivity, we shall not waste our time in giving a
resune of any one sighting, but we shall present the overall aspect of. the "
‘phenomenon as it can be deduced from the work of the CNES, where Mr Jean~-Claude
Poher, Assistant Head of the scientific programmes division, is the link with

the airforce in respect of .the. study of these strange phenomena.

Sampling of the population of French observers

The distribution of French observers by occupation can be summarized as follows.
It shows that no one privileged social’ stratum ex1sts in this sphere:
. astrcnomers-:‘E% technicians ¢ 20%

(1) Name given to persons specializing in the study of UFOs. In number 3
of September 1975, "Armiees d'auaourd‘hut" featured an artlcle on -



* researchers : 5% * Military personnel 13% (of whom less

(. than 1% for military air defence

controllers).

* Civilian and military
pilots : 10 (of whom less
“than % for military

pilots)
* workmen 15%
farmers 15%
Engineers : 12% shepherds 5%

In other countries observations made by civilian and military pilots, military

personnel and engineers are clearly higher. On the other hand they are less

numerous among workmen, technicians and farmers.

Concerning the ages of the observers, the following distribution is noted,
also identical witﬁ the distribution noted in other countries and seemingly
proportional to the age-groups of the French pépulation:

10% less than 13 years old ‘64% between 21 and 59

1%5 between 13 and 20 8% over 60
Having made the acquaintance of the observers, quéstions must be raised

concerning the value of their observations and the credibility to be afforded

" to them.

In the vast majority of cases it can be said that the observers were quite
sincere; thsir identity was known in three quarters of the cases. Since 195k,
these observations have been the subject of reporis made by the police to the

Air force staff.
As a general ruic, cbservations were made Sy more then one adult.

Finally, to judge frém the distribution of observers over a map of France we
see that the number of observationsis (fortuitously or otherwise) proportional

to the density of the population.

¥We &lso note a clear improvement in the description of the phenomenon. When

it is a question of emlysing this infofmation and, especially,zcofrelgtingkit




.
«

gth "known eveats" in the realm of aero-space or physics the smallest

\.ctzils take on considerable significance.

Analysis of observations

Correlations made at differeni levels enable it to be said that in about 80%

of cases, "Strange'" cobservations are without any possible doubt, due to known

. aero-space phenonené. They show from the evidence that the observer has indeed

seen, and cbserved accurately a phenomenon that was strange to him, but wﬁich
exists in reality since, on the basis of this description his étatement can be
correlated with aero-spatial or physical Yevents" which have indeed occurred

at the site of the observation and at the stated time: it is therefore improbable

that the remaining unexplained cases saould be pure inventior.

Analysis of observations

For the sake of objectivity, in France oﬁlj unexplained operations of the same
phenomenon by at least two adults have been retained for scientific analysis.
The volume of observations thus retained for the period 1951-1975 is about 150
cases, which represenf &% of the initial volume of observations. The following

information may be drawn from these:

DURATION OF OBSERVATION WEATHER CONDITIONS ' : DISTANCE
1 HOUR - 1 DAY 12% RAINY OR GREATER THAN 3KM | 38%
20 MIN ~ 59 MIN 15% SNOWY %
1 ~ 19 MIN b1y LOW CLOUD 1 12% 1 - 3KM 124
10 SEC ~ 1 MIN 18% SKY COVERED WITH 900 - 150ui 25%
: HIGH CLOUD 1%
20m - 10m 24
LESS THAN 10 SEC 1% THICK CLOUD 22% .
LESS TEAN 10m o
CLEAR SKY 50%

-CONDITIONS IN WHICH OBSERVATIONS WERE MADE

Distribution of twenty cases of "landings" reported, bearing in mind that no photo-

graph of thesevpartichlar cases exists:

Py



* Tywo cases near an urban area
¢ Six cases near isolated dwellings.

* Twelve cases in an isolated region without any dwellings.

Of these twenty cases, only eight mention traces of imprints in the grownd.

Characteristics of the phenomenon

 The least that can be said is that the form of the phenomena observed, their

dimensions, coloursetc, are of the most variable, as can be jndged fromthe

following tables. ‘ - ) R

FORM : COLOUR | maToRE oF LuMvosTIY |
VARTODS 1% | FIXED BUR VERY VARICUS { 17%| VARIOUS (73
PIN~POINTS 9% | CHANGING ‘ 17%! NON LUMINOUS %
DOMED 3 | METALLIC - 17%| GLOWING 0%
ovorp | %% | WEITE 1% | BRIGHT 15%
CIGAR SHAPE, CYLINDER | 1% | ORANGE 16| BRILLIANT 18%
ROUND, CIRCULAR, RED 164 LUMINOUS -4
SPHERICAL 3%
DISCS 1%

!

Dimensions

Here again we find a very wide range of data.. Bach case seems to se a special
case. In 38.64% there is no information. In 41.82% there is an apparent
diameter which cannot be restituted becamse of iﬁaccuracy over distance. In 4%
of cases, the diameter is of the order of 1 meter. In k.5 of cases, of the

order of 7 to 10 meters. In the other cases it varies between 1 meter and 70 meters.

Speed and trajectory . -

This speed variation observed inthe movements of the phenomena observed can be

explained by the fact that it corresponds to portions of the trajectory which are
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‘ot identical, as the following table shows:

(T,

SPEED OF MOVEMENT TRAJECTORY
1

SUPERSONIC 166 ~ SIRAIGHT LINE : 35%
FAST (LIKE AIRCRAFT) .
SUCCESSIVELY MOVING AND ) L7 ABNORMAL TRAJECTORIES (STOFS, .
FAST ) LY ARABESQUES /SIC/ DISAPPEARANCE) | 45%
SLOW | | 22% | LANDING OR
MOTIONLESS 1% STATIONARY "PHASEM 20%

*This is a literal translation of the words in the text. It is difficult to know
what the writer means by "successivement mobile et rapid" - unless "mobile"
(moving) is, in fact, a misprint for "immobile" (motionless) whereupon the entry
would read "successively motionless and fast™ vhich would make slightly better
sense.

Emissions observed

{

LUMINOUS AND THERMATL

SOUND THERMAL EFFECTS EFFECTS SMELL
VARIOUS NOISES |12% | NO EFFECT LUMINOUS VARIOUS
’ OBSERVED = [97.27% | PARALYSING RAY  0.46% | SMELLS | 1.36%
WHISTLING 15% | EFFECT CORRELATION NONE 98.64%
OBSERVED | 1.37%% | COLOUR
SPEED 0.46%
HUMMING %% | EFFECT WITH 1,3(% | NONE 92.08%%
TRACES
SILENCE 7065

Effects on observers and various effects

In‘France, apart from the effect of surprise, only minor effects were recorded
on observers who reported on their observations to the police. None of them was

tratmaﬁized by his experience nor underwent any psychological change.

To date, none of them claims to have received a "mission'" or has created any

ideologiéal group based on the claim that he is the prophetic mouthpiece of the

Yapparition',

Similarly domestic animals seem only slightly disturbed by the phenomenon.




: ‘ only 5.46% of cases was & manifestation of fear observed.

~ Summaries of effects obtained:

EFFECTS ON HUMAN BEINGS

VARIOUS EFFECTS

TRACES OF SKIN DISEASt ,SF
INDETERMINABLE ORIGIN

BEADACHES, LO§3 OF MEMORY
TEMPORARY PARALYSIS OR
FAINTING IN THE PRESENCE
OF THE PHENOMENGN

DEATH, NAUSEA, RAPES,
ASSAULTS

FEAR

VOLITION

1 IMPOSSIBLE TO ACT OF ONES OWN

1.36%

0.46%

2.7%

. NONE

8.18%

- |1.82%

FAILURE OF ENGINE WITH
ELECTRICAL IGNITION

EXTENDED ACTION ON VEGETATION

-STRON MECHANICAL ACTION

RADIO OR TV INTERFERENCE,
TOTAL RADIO CUT-OUT,
ELECTRICITY FAILURE CN
PUBLIC SUPPLY, RADIO-
ACTIVITY

1.82%

0.4é%

3.6l

'NONE

(1) ALTHOUGH CERTAIN DOCTORS THINK -nAT THESE PHENOMENA COULD BE
STRONG EMOTICNAL REACTIONS.

BE CAUSED BY

Distribution of observations in time

Since 1951, a certa n periodicity has been recorded in the large-~scale appearance

of the phenomena, wlvth clearly marked peaks in 1954, 1964k, 1967 and 1975. How-

ever, scientific researchers have not yet been able to find any partic_ular_

ppatial occurrence in the universe that corrcsponds to this Yperiodicity". Only

one piece of data could be put forward by Mr Poher: There seems to exist a

correlation between UFO observations and temporary abnormal fluctuatlons in the

earth's magnetic field.

At the overall level of the phenomenon, oniy the following points can therefore

be put forward:

Observations cannot be suspect since in more than 80,’4 of cases, they can be

correlated with aero-space or physical "events",

8




In only 8 4 of cases, observers are describing a phenomenon that has really

Qieen observed and is unknown.

The variety of characteristics of the phenomenon is such that it is not possible
at present fo formulate a definite scientific theofy concerning its nature
or origin (physical or otherwisék it also enables us tc state that this rhenomenon

. is not the result of human technology.
Its tangible effects on human beings are without danger.

Given the present state of our knleedge, if seems difficult to conclude

otherwise than by confirming that science is incapable in this area. This
phenomenon cannot, at present, be analysed by means of known measuring instruments
and, in a word, it is only thanks to the accumulation of observationsdescribing
not only this phenomenon but glso all the physical data regarding the environment
that researchers may one dsx have the good fortune to discover the parameters

that will enable them to give it a morw sétisfactory interpretation. Whilst
maintaining an open mind, we must restrain ourselves from hasty conclusiéns
regarding the nature and origin of the phenomenon and,accept the fact that this

problem. like so many others, remains suspended in space.

Translations of picture captions

(Pictures are numbered in pencil on the original)

(1) One of the rare photographs in the world to retain its mystery: a photograph'
taken on January 16th 1968 opposite the island 6f Trinidad (Atlantic Ocean) in

the presence of geophysical speéialists.

£2) A flying saucer arcund the Eiffel Tower? In faét it is only a successful
piece of faking: the brilliant disk is the reflection of a lamp in the window
through ‘which the photograph was taken from a room in the Palais de Chaillot.

(3) Identified UFOs: Centicular clouds.




Un des rares clichés au monde & garder
ercore un mystére : photo prise, le 16
Janvier 1958, face & I'lle Trinidad
(océen  Atlantique), en présence de
spécialistes de géophysique.

(Photo Cowles Education Corporation,
New York, gracieusement communiquée
parle G.E.P.A.).

aux tranches d'age de la popuiation

francaise :

e 10 % ont moins de 13 ans,

¢ 18 2/ sont agés de 13 ans a 20 ans,

® 64 S sont Agés de 21 & 59 ans,

e 8 % ont plus de 60 ans. .
Ayant fait connaissance avec les

témoins, il convient de s’interroger sur

ia valeur de leurs iémoignages et sur

Ia crédibilité A leur accorder.

Une soucoupe autour de la tour Eiffel ?
Il ne s'agit en réalité que d'un exemple
réussi de trucage : le disque brillant est
la réflexion d'un lampadaire dans la vitre
d travers laquelle la photo a é:ié prise,
depuis une salle du palais de Chailiot.

(Photo Look special, 1967).

P

oy

Dans la trés grande majorité des
cas, on peut dire que les témoins sont
de bonne foi, leur identité est dans les
trois quarls des cas connue. Depuis
1954 ces témoignages font I'objet d'un
raprort de gendarmeric adressé 4 I'état-
major de I'armée de 1'air. .

n rigle générzle, les observations
sont effectuées par plus de deux per-
sonnes adultes. i

Enfin, si I’on en juge par la réparti-

faites sur un méme phénoméne pur
moins deux personnes adultes. 1«
volume des témoignages ainsi retens
pour la période 19511975 est de 150 ¢a-
environ, ce qui représente 8 07 4o
volume initial des témoignages.

On peut en tirer les enseignement:
suivants -

Conditions dans lesquelles fes ob-erva
tions ont ité effectales @

Durée de "observation Conditions météorologiques Distan e ;
Delhat) 12 % | Temps de pluie ou Supéricurc 3 3 &m | 38 °, 1
De20 mn a 59 mn |15 %, | de ncige 3% {
Delai9mn 41 7,1 Ciel bas 12%4{Detadkn 12 %01
De10sec. A 1 mn |18 % | Clelcouvert par des De G A0 m 080,

nuages en altitude |13 %{ De20m 2 10 3.1
Moins de 10 sec. 12 % | Nuages épais 22 % | Infésicure 4 10 m 181
Ciel clair S0 % i

tion des témoins sur unc carte de
France, ona constate que le nombre de
témoignages est (fortuitement ou non)
roportionnel A la densité de la popu-
ation.

On note par ailleurs une nette amé-
lioration dans la description du phé-
noméne. Dés lors qu'il s’agit d’expioi-
ter ces renseignements et notamment
de les corréler avec des « événements
connus » aérospatiaux ou physiques, les
moindres détails comptent énormé-
meat,

L’analyse des témoignages

Les corrélations faites aux différents
échelons permettent de dire que dans,

Répartition des viagt cas « datterris -
sage » signmalés en rappolant ou'il
n’existe aucune photo de ces cas parti-
culiers :

o deux cas prés d'une zone urbarne,

o six cas prés d’habitations isoless,

e douze cas dans urne région isolée san..
habitation.

Parmi ces vingt cas huit sculement
nertionnent des tracer d’empreiates
diverses sur 1o sol.

Caraciéristiques du phénoméne

Le moins qu’or puisse dire est qui.
la forme des phinoménes obszrves,
leurs dimensions, leuss coeleurs, etc
sont des plus variables comme on peu:
en juger par les tebleaux cr-aprés @

Forme Coulear Nature ¢e la luminesité |
Diverses 14 % Fixes mais trés . Divene |
diverses 1794
Ponctuelles 9 % | Changeantes 17 "/2 Non lumineux ] ‘,‘;f
Cuupole 3 %1 Métallique t7 % { Lueur t0 %"
Ovoldes 14 %, | Blanc 17 % | Eclatant 15
Cigares cylindres 14 % | Orangé 16 41 Brillant 1. 3574
Rondc? Sirculaires, 30 % Rouge 16 7% | Lumineux 42 %,
en boule %
Disques 16 %
environ 80 9 des cas, les chservations  Dimensions

« étranges » sont, sans aucun doute
possible, dues & des phénoménes aéro-
spatiaux connus. Flles démontrent &
Pévidence que le témoin a bien observé
avee précision un phénomeéne étrange
pour lui mais qui exaste réellement puis-
u'a partir de cette description on peut
corréler ses dires aves des « événe-
ments » aérospatiaux ou physiques qui
se sont bien déroulés sur les heux de
P'observation & "heure dite; il devient
alors improbable que lfes cas restants
inexpliqués soient purement inveniés,

L'exploitation des témoignayes

Par souci d’objectivité, en I‘rance,”
fie sent retenues pour un exanen scicn-
tifique que les obser vations inexpliquées

LA encore on rotronve ane tid
grande dispersion Jdos donnees. Chagque
cas semble etre un cas particulicr
Dans 38,64 ¢, il n’existe pas d'infor
mation. Dans 41,82 %, il s’agit d'w
diamétre apparent qui ne peut pa
8tre restitué en raison de imprécisio.
sur la distance. Dans 4 % dex
le diamétre est de 'srdre de un motre
Duans 4,5 %, des ca. de Potdre 4o <ep
4 ¢ix méires. Dans jus avties o
varie de un métre 2 soinante dix métre

s

Vitesse et trajectob.¢

Cette vatiation de vitessz corstate
dans las dénlacements des phénoinine
observés peut s'expliquer par ie fu
quelle correspond 4 des porticas d
rajectoires qui ne sont pas identinu:
corrre Vindigue le iahleau ci-dessius

Vitesse des déplacements Frajecolre
Supersoniques 11 % | Ligne dioi.e
Rapides {(comme des avions)
Successivement imobiles et 14 %
rapides 42 9%
Lents- 2%
Innnobiles 11 %

PROBLAMES [ILITAIRSS
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‘ : i ifids * nuges ; i
Emissions observées : OV N.L identifiss : nuagss lenticulaires.
Son Effets thermiques |  Effefs lumineux Odeur
Bruits divers 12 %] Pas d’effet Rayon Odeurs
observé 97,27 %/ lumineux diverses| 1,36 %
paralysa_nl 0,46 %, .
Siffie:nent 15 % Effet 137 ¢ Corlrelatmn Rien 98,64 9
constaté W37 7| couleur
Bourdonnement] 3 %{ Effet avec ° vitesse 0,46 %!
Silence 70 % traces 1,36 %} Rien 92,08 %}

Effet. sur les témoins ot effets divers )

En France, I'eflet dc surprise mis
a part. on ne constate sur les témoins
qui ont faii pait de leurs observatioas
i la ganidarmeric, qle des eifets mineurs.
Aucun deux n'a 68 traumatisé par
Pappurition du phénoméne ou n'a vu
son piychisnie moditié,

A ce jour, aucun d'eux ne prétend
avoir recy « une mission » et n'a créé
un greupe idéclogique se prétendant
&tre I'émanaiion prephétique de 1” « ap-
parttion », N

DOe méme, les animaux domestiques
semblent peu pertuirbés par fe phéno-.
méne. Dans 5,4¢ % seulement des cas,
une maaifestaticn de feayeur est cons-
tatée,

Syathises des ofets constatés

Répartition des observations dans le
temps

Depuis 1951, on constate une cer-
taine périodicité dans Papparition mas-
sive des phénoménes avec des pointes
nettement marquées en 1954, 1954,
[967 et 1975.

Mais les chercheurs scientifiques
n’ont pas pu encore trouver de conjonc-
ture spatiale particuliére de I'Univers
qui corresponde A cette « périodicité ».
Seule une donnée a pu étre mise en
évidence par M. Poher : il semble
exister unc corrélation entre les obser-
vations d'O.V.N.L. et des fluctuaticns
passagéremcent anormales du champ
magnétique terrestre.

Au niveau global du phénoméne,
on ne peut donc retenir oue les points
suivants :

Effets suc les étres humaing Effets divers
Traces de malaie de la peau Mise en panne d'un moteur a
sans que 'on puisse en déter- allumage électriqus . 1.82 %
o ) i.36 :/., Action prolongée sur la végéta- .
. peite ce mémoire | 0,46 % | tion . K 0,46 %2
temzo ratie ou éva- Action mécanique ressentie 3.64 %,
1 nent en peigence du o Parasitss i;adlo ouTV, couptire
chéacméns 2,73 % | radio totale, panne d'électriciié
Dicdy, nausdes, viols, agressions m‘-ann( sur_le réseau public, radio-
Feur B8 % | acuvité ndant
Inponaibilite $'ebéic & sa
propr: volonté 1.82 °;
(1) Bien que cestain: médecins 1 que ces phé ¢ p &tre catisés par
fort ‘é ti
uhne forte émotion.
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— les témoignages ne peuvent étre sus-
pectés puisque dans plus d= 80 %
des cas on peut les corréler avec
des « événements » aérospatiaux ou
physiques;

— dans 8 % des cas environ les témoins
décrivent un phénoméne réeilement
observé et inconnu:

— la diversité des caractéristiques du
phénoméne est telle qu'il n'est pré-
sentement pas possible d'élaboier
une théorie scientifique rigoureuse
quant a sa nature ou son Jrigine
(physique ou autre); elle pernset
également d’affirmer que ce phéno-
méne n'est pus le {ait d'une techna-
logic humaine;

—'ses effets tangibles sur s« &ires
humains et Penvironnemen: sont
sans dange:.

*
* ok

En {'état actuel de nos connaissances,
il semble difficile de conclure autrement
qu'en consiatant impuissance de la
science dans ce domaine. Ce phéno-
méne ne pouvant piéscniement $ire
analysé i P'aide d'instrumants de mesure
connus. ce n'est en définitive que grice
4 'accumulation dé témoignages décri-
vant d'une fagon précise, non seulément
le phénomeéne, mais encore toutss les
donndes physiques de I'environnement,
que lfes chercheurs pourront peut-étre
un jour aveir la chance de découvric
les  paramétres qui parmettront de
niicux 1'interpréter.

Tout en farsant preuve d'une grande
ouverture d'esprit. il {aut se garder de
conclusions hatives quant i la natwme
et & Porigine du phénoméne et admettie
quactuellement le probiéme reste posé
comme bien d'autres dans le domaine
spatial. =
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' months to learn how to avgjd-the dangers

~‘of ‘using it within a ing or smoke-
filled building. Thes€ considerations still
hold good. ~ Thefe are, however, specialist

F firemen, equipped with
apparatus and fully trained to.

UFO’s: FRENCH RADIO BROADCAST

The EARL of CLANCARTY asked
Her Majesty’s Government:

Whether they will reconsider their
decision, implicit in their answers to two
recent Questions for Written Answer
(cols. 1347 and 1453), not to draw the
attention of the Ministry of Defence and
the Home Office to the interview on
France-Inter radio in February 1974
of the then French Minister of Defence
M. Robert Galley about unidentified
flying objects by M. Jean-Claude
Bourret which is transcribed in his
book The Crack in the Universe.

Lord WINTERBOTTOM: The Mini-
stry of Defence are endeavouring to obtain
an official transcript of the interview said
to have taken place on France-Inter radio
in February 1974.

GENEVA CONVENTIONS:
ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL

' Lord BROCKWAY asked Her Majesty’s
Government:

Whether the GovernmeAt have yet
decided whether to sign fhe two addi-
tional protocols to the¢/ Geneva Con-
ventions of 1949 whigh were adopted
at the Humanitariary’ Law Conference
in June of this year/and if he will make
a Statement.

Lord GORONWY-ROBERTS: The
two protocols wére opened for signature
on 12th Decgmber 1977. Protocol I
relates to thy/ protection of victims of
international/armed conflicts and Proto-
col 1T to the protection of victims of non-
internatiofal armed conflicts. Signature
of both Protocols on behalf of the United
Kingdgi took place on 12th December.
The/ Government consider that, overall,
¢ yhu proiocels murk a valuable advance
in Mumanitarian law applicable in armed
conflicis. In Protocol I we particularly

CEMBER 1977 ]

Answers 222/

welcome the increased protection for yhe
sick and wounded and for medical aircrAft;
the improved arrangements for ipfor-
mation on persons reported missing; the
protection of the civilian popylation
against direct attack, and the nefv pro-
visions on implementation and gnforce-
ment both of the protocol and th¢ Geneva
Conventions. Protocol 1l profides the
minimum standards of condyct to be
observed by both sides in cifil wars, a
field previously covered only Jby a single
Article in each of the four 1949 Geneva
Conventions. We welcome/ the funda
mental guarantees provided Yy Protocol 11,
in relation to e.g. accusedfand detained
persons, protection of thef wounded and
sick and medical personne} and protection
of the civilian population

The United Kingdom’s signature of
the protocols was acconfpanied by formal
declarations on varioug points, of which
copies have been plaged in the Library
of the House. Almosy without exception,
these reflect statemgnts made by the
United Kingdom at the Conference which
are already part Jof the negotiating
history. The most/ significant of them
concern the scope of application of the
protocols. First, gs with several recent
international conyentions, the Govern-
ment have consifered it necessary to
reserve the right npt to apply the protocols
in relation to Sguthern Rhodesia unless
and until they afe in a position to ensure
that the obligafions of the protocols in
respect of that territory can be fully
implemented. [Secondly, we have con-
firmed the ungdlerstanding upon which we
took part in the negotiations, that the new
rules introdyted by Protocol I were not
intended to Rfave any effect on and did not
regulate orfprohibit the use of nuclear
weapons.

Thirdly /the provisions of Protocol I,
including fthat on prisoner of war status
for irregular fighters, apply only to
internatipnal armed confliet, which are
now sof defined by the protocol as to
includefcertain self-determination conflicts.
The (Government have considered it
desiraple in this connection to place
formglly on record by means of an
interpretative declaration their under-
standing of the meaning of the term
“ agmed conflict ”, which implies a high
Tevdl of fatensiiy of milinagy operatious,
understanding of the require-
ments to be fulfilled by any national
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mgaths to learn how tmﬂ’the dangers
o.\gling it within a bufning or.smoke-
filled building. Thes¢ considerations still
hold good. Thereare, however, specialist
RN and firemen, equipped with
breathing gpparatus and fully trained to
use it, o have been deployed in the
majopConurbations. .

FFO’s: FRENCH RADIO BROADCAST

The EARL of CLANCARTY asked

Her Majesty’s Government:

Whether they will reconsider their
decision, implicit in their answers to two
recent Questions for Written Answer
(cols. 1347 and 1453), not to draw the
attention of the Ministry of Defence and
the Home Office to the interview on
France-Inter radio in February 1974
of the then French Minister of Defence
M. Robert Galley about unidentified
flying objects by M. Jean-Claude
Bourret which is transcribed in his
book The Crack in the Universe.

Lord WINTERBOTTOM: The Mini-
stry of Defence are endeavouring to obtain
an official transcript of the interview said
to have taken place on France-Inter radio
in February 1974,

GENEVA CONVENTIONS:
ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS

Lord BROCKWAY asked Her Majesty’s
Government:

Whether the Governmept have yet
decided whether to sign ’,t‘he two addi-
tional protocols to the’ Geneva Con-
ventions of 1949 which were adopted
at the Humanitarian’ Law Conference
in June of this year;'and if he will make
a Statement. 4
Lord GORONWY-ROBERTS: The

two protocols were opened for signature
on 12th Decémber 1977. Protocol 1
relates to thé protection of victims of
international armed conflicts and Proto-
col IT to thé protection of victims of non-
internatiofal armed conflicts. Signature
of both Protocols on behalf of the United
King:th\ took place on 12th December.

The/Government consider that, overall,
the two protocols mark a valuable advance
in humanitarian law applicable in armed
conflicts. In Protocol I we particularly

{ 14 DECEMBER 1977 ]
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welcome the increased protection for the
sick and wounded and for medical aircraft;
the improved arrangements for infor-
mation on persons reported missing; the
protection of the civilian population
against direct attack, and the new pro-
visions on implementation and egforce-
ment both of the protocol and the Geneva
Conventions. Protocol II provies the
minimum standards of . conduct to be
observed by both sides in civil wars, a
field previously covered only a single
Article in each of the four 1949 Geneva
Conventions. We welcome /the funda
mental guarantees provided by Protocol I1,
in relation to e.g. accused /and detained
persons, protection of the wounded and
sick and medical personnel‘and protection
of the civilian population. ;

The United Kingdon;{’s signature of
the protocols was accompanied by formal
declarations on various’ points, of which
copies have been placéd in the Library
of the House. Almost’ without exception,
these reflect statements made by the
United Kingdom at the Conference which
are already part /of the negotiating
history. The most’ significant of them
concern the scope ‘of application of the
protocols. First, as with several recent
international conventions, the Govern-
ment have congidered it necessary to
reserve the right not to apply the protocols
in relation to Southern Rhodesia unless
and until they are in a position to ensure
that the obligations of the protocols in
respect of that territory can be fully
implemented.; Secondly, we have con-
firmed the understanding upon which we
took part in the negotiations, that the new
rules introduced by Protocol 1 were not
intended to’have any effect on and did not
regulate or prohibit the use of nuclear
weapons, ;

Thirdly the provisions of Protocol I,
including that on prisoner of war status
for irrégular fighters, apply only to
international armed conflict, which are
now go defined by the protocol as to
include certain self-determination conflicts.
The / Government have considered it
desifable in this connection to place
forthally on record by means of an
int;érpretative declaration their under-
standing of the meaning of the term
“ armed conflict ”, which implies a high
level of intensity of military operations,
and their understanding of the require-
ments to be fulfilled by any national
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GENERAL DEVELOP Nl
_(AMENDMENT) ’ORDER 977§

L -Bai"oﬁc'ss STEWART

Whether they will make a Statoriz..,
about the Town and Country Planning

" ~General - Development (Amendment)
Order 1977.

~ Baroness BIRK : My right honourable
friend the Secretary of State is arranging
for the -order to be withdrawn. The
Government will shortly be presenting to
Parliament the response to the "Eighth
Report of the Expenditure Committee:
Planning  Procedures.  He intends to
consider further the ‘provisions of the
general development order in the light of
reactions to that response.

House adjourned at -four
-minutes before eight o’clock.
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1 You probably know that the Ministry of Defence recoives quite &
considerable correspondence on the subject of Unicentified Flying

Objects including details of "sightings. We tell the public that we

have not the rescurces to conduct a full scientific cnquiry into these
phenomera although we bring the reports to the attention of the spocialist
stafi{s cf the Dzpartment to make sure that the objects thought to have been
Been have no bearing on the national defences. We do not press the
investigation to the point of pogitive~¢ncpﬁ ification but many oi the
tunidentisied" cbjects are in facty aircraft seen from unusual sangles or
vnder vnusual conditions. '

‘2. A you will see from the enclosed extracts £rcm Hanﬁard? 2 number
of quesalons have been asked in the House of Lords in the last few days
concerning an interview which Honsieur DRobert Ga~icyq tae in orer French
Minister of Defence is said to have given on Francenln**“ radin on

- 21 February 197i. There are also refercnces to the Hational Cenire for

8pece Studies which if said to-have sel up a sectioa under the direction
of Moneieur Clauds Poh @r to study unidentified flying objects.

puolic wrote to MOD about the alleged radic interview

3¢ . A pember of the
last year and when
formed the impression that the Frencn Government had not embarked on any
periiculer initiative in this ficld. A note made con our files at tue
time suggests that French practice is as follovs:

a. reports from the public go in the first instance to the
-Gendarnierie vwho if necessary interview cobuervers and take
statements

b. The Gendaimerie pass on the revorts to the French Ministry
of Defunce (Lir) who study the military implicaticns by

chac‘rwnn an]-.y—n. ',1\.-.«0-17“- v-nv-rmov\"'- pn'! en e p—vﬁ .. v-q A J;ﬂc

any scientific ﬂoﬁPCtS vhich may'have a bearing on military
affairs. :

P

H(A r) consulted your staff by telcphone in June 197¢ we




Ce From the Defence Hlnlstr" the reports go to a Government
Organisation known &s- the Centre Nationale d'Etude Spatial.

d. The reports are also fed into a cémpufer so that they can,
be 'bdded to the statistics of the problem'.

We were also informed that "so far the military have never found amything
of anéogrc551ve nature from the sightings, noxr have the scientists been
able to explain the phenomena',

k., It is not unlikely that there ¥ill be further Parliamentary Questions
about UFOs especially as the subject was debated recently in the United Nations
and I have been asked to obtain the following information:

a. & transcript of the broadcast said to have beeu made by
Mr.Galley in 1974. Some of the letters we have received allege

. that "the French Air Minister officially confirmed that so-called
flying saucers exist'. ' ‘

b. ‘that the views of the French Ministry of Defence really are
on the subject of unidentified flying objects « and confirmaticn
that the precedure as outlined at para 3 aboe is still fullowed
when reports of UMOs are received from the public.

c. What the nature of the investigations is at ths Centre
Naticnale diEtude Spatial and whether these studies are cone
ducted under the diraction of chsxeur Claude Polner.

5. I should be most grateful for yvur comments as coon as convenient pleasec.

X4
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“reply; or bv anyone elsﬁis for that muftpr.

This UFO cuestion by the Earl oi Clancarty rela.tes to
two he put down in Decemper. The F-‘ar.L, who succeesded recently,
has written many books or UFOs and is a Vice President of the
British UF0O Research Asscciation; he is seeking a Lords debate
on UFCs. There is no chesnce of hlS being convinced by an IGD




. H.3 Contd e

n ntly the Daily Express is drumming up
uéggggrigr U%Os, linked to their serialisation of
the expensive sci-fi film 'Close Encounters of the Third
‘Kind* shortly to be released - evidently ‘'hard' sci-fi,
. With en internationally recognised UFO man as adviser, not
~a light romance 1ike 'Star VWars'. We may be in for a long
haul on UFOs. The reply to the Earl will probably be reported
at least in the Daily Express,who will make what they can of
it. :

3, Draft reply and background note placed opposite. The
Earl presumably hopes for MOD recognition that 'M Galley
admitted freely that UFOs exist; that they are a serious
problem; that many landings have taken place and are still
doing so' (to quote Lord Clancartyfs recent letter %o the
Daily Telegraph). As the records in this file show, M Galley,
equivocal though he was, admitted no such thing, only “that
the phenomena are sometimes difficult to explain., Official
French MOD attitude is similar to our own: UFOs may or may not
exist, but there is no evidence of military threat,

4, In cne of his books the Earl suggests that UFO reports

go back to the Star of Bethlehem and earlier. If 'They' have
not attacked in the last 2000 years, it is doubtful whether

the Barl's evidence could justify diversion of defence resources
just at present; but it would be imprudent for MOD to say such
things publicly, for we would merely idraw argument.

j«/(i//(¢/<¢//7

’ ' T M P STEVENS
3 March 1978 ' Head of S4(air)
' MB 8245 7048 MB .



whether since their last reply
(official Report, 1st December,
col. 1453) they have now obtained
the official transcript of the
broadcast on France-Inter radio
station, February 1974, when the
then French lMinister of Defence,
Monsieur Roberi Galley, was inter-—
viewed by Jean-Claude Bourret
about unidentified flying objects.

THE EARL OF CLANCARTY - To ask Her Majesty's Government

ANSWER

The Ministry of Defence now has the official transeript of
M Calley's broadcast in 1974, Nothing in it indicates the

existence of a threat to the United Kingdom,




BACKGROUND_NOTE

‘18 a gequel to those put down by the Earl of
, kénd 15th December 1977 (P2 73438 and PQ 7456B)
1ied fhat there was no record of M Galley's statement
ere ndeavour:ng 0 obtain an official transcript.

2. 'Thé*bfficial transcript nas been provided by the RAF Air Attache
4n Paris, who has also confirmed the view of the French Hinistry of
:Defence on the SUbj@Cv of Unidentified Flying Objects (See Annexes A-D).

3 The key points in M Galley's statement at Annex B are tnats-

o~

 a. there are things about UFOs which are not understood

and have not been explained.
b. e must adopt an extremely open attitude of mind to

this, not put intc doubt the sincerity of pecple
(reporting UF0S) e..... but at the moment it is really
far too soon to draw the least conclusion'.

4, In view of the Frenéh Ministry of Defence (Aunex ¢) may be
summarised as follows:-

a. nThe role of the Air Force staff consists soldy in
estimating whether certain information amongst the
evidence they receive is likely to affect national
defence: this is not in fact so0 ...... o acts of
aggression, either against persons or property, civilian
or military, have been detected", ‘

be. "The phenomena cannot, at presenit, be analysed by means
of known measuring instruments ...... Fhilst maintaining
an open mind, we must restrain ourselves from hasty
conclusions regarding the nature and crigin of the
phenomenon and accept the fact that this problem, iike
many others, remains suspended in space".

5 These statements are not signitficantly different from the line
taken by MOD. We have been telling Parliament and the general public
for years thai we do not dismiss the possibility that intelligent life
could exist in outher space but that we have not the resources to
investigate the nature of alleged Unidentified Flying Objects.



UFbswﬁhich are rebeived in MOD are referred to
spongible for our Air defences to make sure that
: aring on the security of the country. No convincing
a8 - emerged to date that UFOs actually exist or have defence
, jcations. Many reports turn out to have commonplace explanations,
the most common being aircraft or aircraft lights seen under unusual
~conditions. The cause of some sightings has not been positively
identified but the revorts often lack essential detail. We have
recently reviewed our policy on UFOs with Head of DI 54, who confirm
‘ that it is reasonable to confine our enquiries to the defence
impllcations and that the exclusion of any 1nvest1gatlon beyond this
for MOD is not considered justified. -

6o There has been a series of articles on UFOs in the Daily Express
recently, although these seem to be linked with publicity for the multi
million pound commercial film “Close Encounters of the Third Kind"
which is shortly to be released., The Bvening News of 23 February 1978
carried a report about lights which followed a young housewife home
adding that "The Barl of Clancerty, a UFC expert, believes the lights
may have been those of a spacecraft sent to spy on us by an unkrown
civilisaticn from another planet. eesee He is currently trying to
get a House of Lords debate on UFOs and vonts an international
investigation®", This intention has been documented in the 'No Day
Named'!' section of the Lords' Order Paper for 28'February.

Te The book, "The Crack in the Universe" which the Earl of Clancarty
referred t2 in his question of 14 December 1977 contains an accurate
translation of M Robert Galley's broadcast in 1974, It also
‘introduces the transcript ouite fairly (on pege 75) as an interview
which gave the Minister the opportunity to declare that "there are
phenomena which are unexplained". The blurb on the dust cover,
‘however, . has M Galley freely admitting that UFOs exist and that they
are a serious problem,




EXTRACT FROM
HOUSE OF LORDS
OFFICIAL REPORT
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UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

The Farl of CLANCARTY asked Her
Majesty’s Government:

Whether since their last reply (Official
Report, 1st December, col. 1453) they
have now obtained the official transcript
of the broadcast on France-Inter radio
station, February 1974, when the then
French Minister of Defence, Monsieur
Robert Galley, was interviewed by
Jean-Claude Bourret about unidentified

- flying objects.

Lord WINTERBOTTOM: The .
Ministry of Defence now has the official
transcript of M. Galley’s broadcast
1974. Nothing in it indicates the existence -

_ of a threat to the United Kingdom. ' o .
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D:aft reply and background note ﬁiaced,op?oéite. ‘ 

2. At the back of the folder I have placed copies of parallel
questions to ‘the Home Office and Dopartment of Education and
Sclence. OQur.enquiries suggest that uh@ Home Office reply may
be faintly ‘ironic, to the effect that *no instructions are given
to the police, but they will no doub investigate any unusual
occurrences vlth their usual vigour. Department of Bducation -
and Science are expected to say that thoy do have. contaCu with
the French ooiy concerned, but not on, U¥0s. :

3., A'little deteotlve work has sugvestea that thé‘Earl has been

rorpted to these enguiries b:fm
-who is a Vice Presicent_of.,the British
: s -

UFO Research Assoclation,

MB 8245
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THE EARL OF CLANCARTY - To ask Her Majesty's Governmént
whether they are aware that in ‘an
interview on France-Inter radio
on 21 February 1974 Monsieur Robert
Galley, then French Minister of
Defence, stated that his Minist
had set up a section in 1954 +o
study eyewitness accounts of
unidentified flying objects; and
whether our IMinistry of Defence
also has a section to investigate
these unidentified flying objects.

ANSWER

The Government has no record of a statement made in

February 1974 by the then French Minister of Defence.

Our Ministry of Defence has.no specific organisation
engaged on the examination of reports of unidentified flying
objects; reports are examined by specialist siaffs as part - of
their normal duties fo see if they contain any implications
for the defence of the United Kingdom. Investigations into
any scientific significance of phenomena which go beyond

defenbe interests are not carried out.by the Department.




BACKGROUND NOTE -

“1. MOD interests in UFO investigation is solely to establiéh
whether.feport have ény beafing on defence. Investigations of
individual reports over a number of years have produced no

evidence that UFOs represent a threat to defeﬁce. As mighf be
éxpécted, simple explanations have been found for most UFO

reports, the most common single source of sightings:being air-
craft or the lights or aircraft seen under unusual meteorological
conditions. Thnere is nothing to justify the expenditure of Defence

funds on setting up a section to investigate the reports.

2. We sometimes take the line: 'The MOD does not dismiss the
possibility that intelligent life could exist in outer space, but
reports that have reached the Department to date contain no
evidence to support the view thgt these alleged phencomena are of

'an extra-terreétrial origin'. However, that response is more likely
toimritate the dedicated enthusiasts than to convince them, so it is

customary to play a dead bat.

3. During 1976, the statement said to have been made by the French
Minister of Defence in 1974 was brought to the Department's notice
in correspondence from the public. Attempts by DPR(RAF)- to verify
the statement through the French Embassy were unsuccessful, since

it was virtually impossible to check back on a radio programme
broadecast twc years earlier. Neitherlwas the British Air Attache's
- staff in Paris able to produce information on the broadcast. It is
understcod, however, that the French Defence Ninistry also study
the Military implications and consider any scientific aspect that
hay have a bearing on military affairs. The repdrts are also con-

sidered by French scientists at a Government organisation known as

the Cehtre_Natiohale D'Etude Spatial. - The British Air Attache in




Parls was adv1sed 1n 1976 that so far the Mllltary had found
nothlng of an aggre331ve nature in the 31ght1ngs - nor have the

Scientists been able to explaln the phenomena.

25 November 1977
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Viation Terminal has been brought into
use for domestic flights only, and therefore
attendance by Customs and Immigration
staff will not be necessary.

. UNIDENTIFIED FLYING
. OBJECTS

The Earl of CLANCARTY asked Her
Majesty’s Government:

Whether they are aware that in an
interview on France-Inter radio on
21st February 1974 Monsieur Robert
Galley, then French Minister of
Defence, stated that his Ministry had
set up a section in 1954 to study eye-
witness accounts of unidentified flying
objects; and whether our Ministry of
Defence also has a section to investigate
these unidentified flying objects.

Lord WINTERBOTTOM: The
Government have no record of a state-
ment made in February 1974 by the then
French Minister of Defence.

Our Ministry of Defence has no specific
organisation engaged on the examination of
reports of unidentified flying objects;
reports are examined by specialist staffs as
part of their normal duties to see if they
contain any implications for the defence of
the United Kingdom. Investigations into
any scientific significance of phenomena

[LORDS ]
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which go beyond defence interests are not
carried out by the Department,

Answers

ROAD SIGNS
Lo DE CLIFFORD asked Her
Majest¥’s Government: '

information the Jarge yellow
backed \ road signs exhibiting ~black
triangles\diamonds, circles and squares
" now prolikrating in the West Midlands
meant to dpnvey to the motorist; and
whether they\will be included in the new
Highway Coag for everyone’s informa-
tion.

Baroness STEDNAN: These new signs
mark routes for tryffic to . follow when
Some emergency requires a section of
motorway to be clysed. They guide
drivers from the motor ay and back to it
beyond the point of closhre. Because the
signs are at present indivi ally authorised
for each route and have not yet been
prescribed in regulations fo general use,
they are not being included\in the new
Highway Code; but they hake received
press publicity and an explanalory leaflet
has been produced for distri tion to
drivers. I shall be sending the nokle Lord
a copy of the leaflet and copies ha
placed in the Library.

House adjourned at \ten
minutes before eight o’cloc
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though of course if the BBC wish to
approach us on this matter sometime

next year we will be perfectly prepared
to listen to what they have to say.

I will, after what has arguably already
been an overlong speech, sum up.
I would repeat that we are glad to have
had this opportunity—I speak for myself
and, I am sure, for all who have partici-
pated in the debate—to pay tribute to the
valuable work which broadcasters wun-
doubtedly . play in our society. When I
was recently in the United States I was
struck by the very high esteem with which
programmes from this country were
regarded. These programmes, both from
the BBC and Independent Television, are
finding their way on to the networks and
public broadcasting stations in the United
States. Both the BBC and Independent
Television have offices in the United
States selling British programmes and in
1976 the total volume of overseas sales for
the BBC and IBA was over £18 million,
and despite the undoubted fact that a
substantial amount of foreign material is
shown on British television, we still have a
quite significant surplus on our balance of
payments as far as television is concerned,
which is a quite remarkable tribute to both
the BBC and Independent Television.

In the light of what my noble friend
Lord Vaizey said, I shall .avoid the
temptation to say we have the best tele-
vision in the world. My Swedish is
extremely poor, my German is non-existent
and T am a little rusty even in my Nor-
wegian, so I would certainly not make that
claim. Nevertheless, choosingrather more
neutral language, I would say that our
programmes stand comparison with those
made anywhere else in the world. That is
not to say that we should be pleased with
everything that is produced. To be blunt,
that would be an absurdly complacent
view. Inevitably, there will be cases
from time to time where it is believed that
there have been lapses in taste and
sometimes in sensitivity, but it is for the
broadcasting authorities, not the Govern-
ment, to deal with those. A few such
alleged lapses have been mentioned this
afternoon and we have had them more than
touched on in the Press in recent months,
Nevertheless, we recognise how essential
is the function that the BBC and the
Independent  Broadcasting Authority
perform at relatively modest cost to the
community. »

Television

{1 DECEMBER 1977

. @nd Radio

- There are many general benefits a
to all listeners and viewers, a point meén-
tioned by many noble Lotds in the debate.
Apart from the dissemination of news and
information, the encouragement of the
arts and the promotion of education in all
its forms, there are, as “the’ noble Lord,
Lord Winstanley, “said, the special and
particular benefits conferred on the aged,
the infirm and the lonely, for whom life

‘without the broadcasting services would

indeed be a miserable existence. In the
Government’s view, no formal inquiry is
needed to ensure that proper recognition
is given to the valuable work done by our
broadcasters. Nevertheless, this short de-
bate has at least enabled some of the more
positive achievements of the industry to
secure wider recognition.

Lord FERRIER : My Lords, before the
noble Lord sits down, I should like to
point out that I was looking forward to
hearing the Government’s view on my
point about the broadcasting of infor-
mation about Parliament.

Lord HARRIS of GREENWICH: My
Lords, despite what has been, as T have
already indicated, an overlong speech,
it has been impossible to deal with every
point raised, but certainly what the noble
Lord refers to is an important matter, and
I will ensure that it is taken into account
during our discussion of the Annan
Report.

WRITTEN ANSWERS

CUSTOMS AND IMMIGRATION:
HEATHROW AIRPORT

Lord TREFGARNE

asked Her
Majesty’s Government:

How many Customs and Immigration
officials are presently employed at
Heathrow Airport and how many will
be needed to man the new General
Aviation Terminal there.

The PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-
SECRETARY of STATE, DEPART-
MENT of the ENVIRONMENT (Baroness
Birk): The numbers of Customs officers
and Immigration Service staff employed
at the Heathrow Airport passenger ter-
minals on 3Ist October 1977 were,
respectively, 392 and 509. The General
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Aviaticen Termsinal has been "Lum_-fzht into
sz for domestic flights only, and therefore
atiendance by Customs and Immigraticn
stait will not bc necessary.

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING
OBJECTS

The Earl of CLANCARTY askzd Her
Majesty’s Government:

Whether they are aware thei in an
interview on France Inter radic on
21st Febraary 1974 Monsieur Rohert
Galley, then Tr ‘!\,u Minister  of
Defence, stated th t his Ministry had
set up a seetion ]954 to study cye-

witness ascounts of unidentified flying
objects, and whethet our Miw'stiy of
Dafence alsc has a section o investigate
these nnidentified fiying objects.

Lord WINTERBOTTOM: The
Government have no record of a stata-
ment made in February 1974 by the then
French Minister of Derence.

Our Ministry of Defence ‘1% no specific
crzanisationenga "*d onthz c,.‘.n‘m“tlm of
repoils of umdentuwd fiying  cbjects;
reports .ie examined by specialist st? is as
vt of their normnl d(,,he\ to seeg if they
contain any implications for the dd‘cnce of
the United Kinzdem. lnvestigations into
any scicntific slcmhcancc of ﬁ‘lenomma

[LORDS )
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which go beyond defenc ceel
carried out by the Depar

ROAD SIGNS
Lord pE CLIFFORD asked 1ier

Majesty’s Gevernment:

What information ths large yellow
backed road signs exhibiting black
triangies, diamonds, circl2s and eguares
now proliferating in the West Midlands
meant to convey to the motorist; and
whether they will be included in the new
Highway Cede for everyone’s informa-
tion.

Baroness STEDNAN:
mark routes for traffic

hese

sw signs
fo follow vhen

some eoimmergency requires a section of
motorway o be closed. They guide

drivers from the motorway and back to it
beyond the point of clostirs.  Becauss the
sign= are at present iudiviuu&lly authotised
for each route and have not yoi bzen
prescribed in reguiations for gFix“i(u use,
ey are not L\mg incloded ia the new
Highway Code; but thev have received
press publicity and an explanatory leafiet
has been produced for distribution to
drivers. I shall be sending the noble Lord
a copy of the lcafiet and copies have teen
placed in the Libiaiy.

Housz adjournzd ¢
minutes before cight o'clock.

s —



_include persons detained on ‘com-
pletion of a sentence of imprisonment.
(4) No information is readily avafl-

able about the average time speny/ in
custody prior to deportation by persons

who had not been imprisoned for a
criminal offence.

(5) The longest period for/ which
such a person in custody. fon 3lst

October 1977 had been held finder the
1971 Act awaiting deportati
301 days.

(6) There is consideraple variation
in the circumstances of fhose held to
await deportation after sqgtving custodial
sentences. The only infgrmation readily
available relates to /74 people dis-
charged from Pentonyille prison in the
first half of 1977: this shows that a
quarter of those recommended for
deportation spent fless than 21 days
in custody betweefi the completion of
their sentence ang their deportation; a
half spent 43 das or less; and three-
quarters spent 6 days or less.

(7) Unconvigted prisoners, including
those detainefl under the provision
of the 1971 /Act, can apply to make

personal telephone calls  within the-

United Kiggdom for the following
purposes: [
(a) fof urgent domestic reasons,
(b) tf clear up immediate business
problefns,
(¢) o consult a solicitor,
(dY to arrange bail securities,
(¢J to contact a national repre-
senfative at an Embassy etc.

(8Y A request for assistance for a

visit/to a detainee would be considered

. on Ahe same basis as for a visit to a
reghand prisoner.

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

The Earl of CLANCARTY asked Her
Majesty’s Government:

Whether they are aware that
Monsieur Robert Galley, the then
French Minister of Defence, in his
radio interview ou the France-Inter
radio on 21st February 1974 stated that
the gendarmerie are playing a very
large part in official investigations into
unidentified flying object sightings and
alleged landings: and whether our
police have been likewise officialiy

et e e B O
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instructed to collect reports ‘and in-
vestigate these unidentified * flying
objects. :

Lord HARRIS of GREENWICH:
The Government has no knowledge of
either the radio interview to which the
Question refers, or the role played by the
gendarmerie in investigating unidentified
flying objects. The police in this country
have not been asked to collect reports of],
or investigate, unidentified flying objects.
The jurisdiction and powers of the police
are normally confined to terrestrial activi-
ties, but I have every confidence that
should an occasion arise where there is
evidence that an unidentified flying object
has landed within a police area, the police
force concerned will investigate it with its
customary vigour. However, until there
is some clear indication that the frequency

of such occurrences is likely to impose a-

significant burden on the police, I doubt
whether it would prove fruitful to issue
guidance on this subject.

“ A STUDY OF EXMOOR ”

Lord NORTHFIELD asked Hey
Majesty's Government:

Whether they will make a Statergent
on Lord Porchester’s Report A Study
of Exmoor.

Baroness STEDMAN: As tjfe House
was informed on 6th April lagf, my right
honourable friends the Secrefary of State
for the Environment and tife Minister of
Agriculture, Fisheries and food appointed
Lord Porchester to undgftake a study of
nd areas of the
, because they felt
that the exceptional #haracter of the moor
as a national herjfage and the need to
ard the various interests
concerned calle
study.

My right hfnourable friends are greatly
indebted to/Lord Porchester for the fair
and expedftious way in which he has
the Survey and prepared his
his was published yesterday and
re available in the Printed Paper

Tie report establishes that since 1947
thefotal area of moorland in the National
Pafl: has been reduced by some 12,000
abres. Within the Critical Amenity Area

v oo ALY & QTR T T ’
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ntnes.gk She -.has extended <and ex-
ded ini the best'possible way our whole
z oach to aid, and I should like it made
5O tely clear that that is what we
ant

s

Ipther Quotation’ from his article. He
that \n this particular project the
Jgvernmenks case was based on *less
fvated polMical motives”. In answer
his I shoul like to give one quotation
dm a recent aryicle of my right honourable
gbnd. It is thisy
. 'we all need 1y take into account human
s, whether it Be Cambodia or Uganda,

' I onesia, Chile, or Rolivia, Czechoslovakia or
# Soviet Union ”

3 am most gratef for the support I
Ve received tonight Yrom my two noble
nds—indeed a poweNul and impressive
bination, and from\the noble Lord,
d Avebury, in anothe powerful con-
woution. I think now\ that on the
stion of aid for Bolivia\we must look
“the future. We shall nop go back on

As I have said, our offer of asSistance has
1 welcomed and our commjtment to
help when we can find the right\projects

good ones. They are perfectly well

18derstood by the Bolivian Governynent,

g we look forward to mutually Satis-
f ory relations over new projects.

WRITTEN ANSWERS

: 8
.1 UNIDENTIFIED FLYING
-h OBIJECTS
28

Majescy’s Government:

R

‘\ “Fhe Earl of CLANCARTY asked

: Whether they are aware that in
France, since Ist September 1977, a
section for the study of unidentified
flying objects has been set up in the
: National Centre for Space Studies in
i Toulouse, under the direction of

: Monsieur Claude Poher, a distinguished
scientist, and that this body is sponsored
upon the French Ministry of Industry
{ and Research; and whether there is a
similar _scientific organisation _under
Government sponsorship in the United

{6 DECEMBER 1977

shoXld hke to give the noble Lord

~ is 4 firm one. The Government’s\easons
r; deciding against the mining projects

’ Kingdom to study unidentified flying

~ Answers

1600:
» One.

MENT of EDUCATION and SCIENCE
(Lord Donaldson of Kingsbridge): A Her:
Majesty’s Government understand that a_
study group called the Groupe d’Etudes’
sur les Phenomenes Aerospatiales Non-'
Identifies (GEPAN) has been set up under’
the French Ministry of Industry, Com-
merce and Artisans at the National
Centre for Space Studies in Toulouse.
The group has no formal links with the
United Kingdom, and we have no similar
scientific group to study unidentified
objects or phenomena.

LEGAL AID REFUSALS

Lyrd CHITNIS asked Her Majesty’s
Govrnment:

hether they will list in the Official
Rep¥rt the number of applications for
legal\aid which have been refused for
each year since 1970 and whether they
will chassify this information according
" to the\following categories:

he has reasonable
grounds for\ taking, defending, or
being a party to the proceedings;

(e) where it ajpears unreasonable
that the appliyant should receive
legal aid in the\particular circum-
stances of the cale.

The LORD CHANCELLOR: The
available information is se{ out below in
two tables. No informatiop is available
about category (c¢) and combined figures
only are available for categoridg (@) and (b).
In England and Wales combed figures
only are available for categories (d) and (e).

objects, workmg closely thh the Ftench
o al

The MINISTER of STATE, DEPART- H

R T e e Rl X

§

iy

g v——- gy "
[EE .
v .
* e

AR - 5



/ L T R et i e AN TR0 N Pt 54
. s
R K]

T00SE MINUTH

D/S4(Air)8/3
REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT |

Chief Librarian

i In a recent House of Lords
R E Parlismentary Qusstion on Unidentified
B - Flying Objects the Earl of Clancarly

’ 1 referr=d Ministry of Defence to a book -

rpha Crack in FThe Universe" by M.Jean-Claude
Bourrett (publisher unknown).

26 ~Would vou please obitair a copy and
s=nd it in the first instance to S4(Air).

L et

[+. December 1977
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untries. - She -has ,exkten‘cylcdﬂ_z‘i'ndn ex-
..panded in the best possible way our whole

absolutely .clear .that that is what w
meant.” : . . -

I should like to give the noble
another quotation from his article
said that in this particular projg€t the
Government’s case was based “less
elevated political motives ”, answer
to this I should like to give onf quotation
from a recent article of my righhonourable
friend. It is this:
“. . . we all need to take inff account human
rights, whether it be Campodia or Uganda,
Indonesia, Chile, or Bolivigf Czechoslovakia or
the Soviet Union ™,
I am most gratefyl for the support I
have received tonight from my two noble
friends—indeed a pbwerful and impressive
combination, and/ from the noble Lord,
Lord Avebury, 7 another powerful con-
tribution. I think now that on the
question of ajdl for Rolivia we must look
to the futurg/ We shall not go back on
our decisioy/ about the tin mining project.
As I have 4aid, our offer of assistance has
been welfomed, and our commitment to
help whfn we can find the right projects
is a firh one. The Government’s reasons
for dfciding against the mining projects
are food ones. They are perfectly well
understood by the Bolivian Government,
apd we look forward to mutually satis-
fdctory relations over new projects.

WRITTEN ANSWERS

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING
OBJECTS

The Earl of CLANCARTY asked
Her Majescy’s Government:

Whether they are aware that in
France, since Ist September 1977, a
section for the study of unidentified
flying objects has bcen set up in the
National Centre for Space Studies in
Toulouse, under the direction of
Mcnsieur Claude Poher, a distinguished
scientist, and that this cody is sponsored
upen_the French Ministry of Industry
and Rescarch; and whether there is a
similar scientific organisation under
Government sponsorship in the United
Kingdom to study unidentified flying

P Bl ny

MEER 1977} Answers 1600:

pproach to aid, and 1 should like it made y

abjects, working closely with the French
one. . : : :

The MINISTER of STATE, DEPART-
MENT of EDUCATION and SCIENCE
(Lord Donaldson of Kingsbridge): Her
Majesty’s Government understand that a
study group called the Groupe d’Etudes
sur- les Phenomenes Aerospatiales Non-
Identifies (GEPAN) has been set up under
the French Ministry of Industry, Com-
merce and Artisans at the National
Centre for Space Studies in Toulouse.
The group has no formal links with the
United Kingdom, and we have no similar
scientific group to study unidentified
objects or phenomena,

LEGAL AID REFUSALS

Lord CHITNIS asked Her Majesty’s
Government:

Whether they will list in the Official
Report the number of applications fo
legal aid which have been refused fgr
each’year since 1970 and whether t ey
will classify this information accordi
‘to the following categories:

- . (@) where the Supplementary' enefits

4 Commission have determified the
applicant’s disposable incdme at an
amount greater than the/limit;

(6) where the Supplemenfary Benefits
Commission have dgtermined the
applicant’s disposafle capital at
an amount greater/than the limit;

(c) where the progéedings to which
the applicatiory related are not
proceedings foy/which legal aid may

be given;
(d) where th¢ applicant has not
shown thdt he has reasonable

grounds for taking, defending, or
being a/party to the proceedings;
(e) wher¢ it appears uareasonable
that fhe applicant should receive

legaf aid in the particular circum-
stanices of the case.

The/ LORD CHANCELLOR: The
availgble information is set out below in
two/tables. No information is available
abgut catezory (¢) and combined figures
ofly are available for categories () and (b).

England and Wales combired figures
only are available for categories (d) and (o).

o
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- REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT |

@:5 /05025 (RAF) (Through DUS(Air) |

As stated in the Background Note to the Earl of
Clancarty's question on 1 December 1977 (file PG T7343B
attached) a member of the public drew our attention to
this broadcast last year. Our enquiries in 1976 failed
to produce any first hand information on remarks which
the French Minister of Defence might have made, We have
been unable to obtain a copy of M Jean~Claude Bournett's
book, "The Crack in the Universe". S4{(Air) have written
to the British Air Attache in Paris to obtain a transcript

and any . other information which might be relevant, but
this is bound to take time,

2 I suggest the enclosed draft reply to the Earl of
Clancarty's guestion; the word ‘'official! is important,
because it would be unwise to become involved in discussions
based on possibly biassed or selective 'transcrips'. The
Home Office ugree with the text.

12 December 1977

MB 8245 (D




To ask Her Majesty's Government
whether they will reconsider their
decision, implicit in their answers
to two recent Questions for Written

Answer (cols. 1347 and 1453), not
to draw the attention of the Ministry
of Defence and the Home Office to the
interview on France-Inter radio in

: "February 1974 of the then French
o Minister of Defence M.. Robert Galley
about unidentified flying objects by

o Jean-Claude Bourret which is

transcribed in his book "The Crack
in the Universe".

ANSVWER

(The Lord Winterbottom)

The Ministry of Defence are endeavouring to obtain an
official transcript of the interview said to have taken

place on France-Inter radio in February 1974.
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months to learn how to avg, e dangers
“of using it within a ing or smoke-
» filled building. Thes€ considerations still
y ~ hold good. * Tpefe are, however, specialist
RN and F firemen, equipped with
breathi

jor conurbations.
UFO’s: FRENCH RADIO BROADCAST

The EARL of CLANCARTY asked
Her Majesty’s Government:

Whether they will reconsider their
decision, implicit in their answers to two
recent Questions for Written Answer
(cols. 1347 and 1453), not to draw the
attention of the Ministry of Defence and
the Home Office to the interview on
France-Inter radio in February 1974
of the then French Minister of Defence
M. Robert Galley about unidentified
flying objects by M. Jean-Claude
Bourret which is transcribed in his
book The Crack in the Universe.

Lord WINTERBOTTOM: The Mini-
stry of Defence are endeavouring to obtain
an official transcript of the interview said
to have taken place on France-Inter radio
in February 1974. '

GENEVA CONVENTIONS:
ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL

‘Lord BROCKWAY asked Her Majesty’s
Government:

Whether the Governmeft have yet
decided whether to sign fhe two addi-
tional protocols to the/ Geneva Con-
ventions of 1949 whigh were adopted
at the Humanitariary/ Law Conference
in June of this yeary/and if he will make
a Statement.

Lord GORONWY-ROBERTS: The
two protocols wére opened for signature
on 12th Decginber 1977. Protocol I
relates to thy protection of victims of
internationa)/armed conflicts and Proto-
col IT 1o thf protection of victims of non-
internatiofal armed conflicts. Signature
rotocols on behalf of the United
took place on 12th December.

in Jlumanitarian law applicable in armed
conflicis. In Protocol T we particularly

CEMBER 1977 ]

apparatus and fully trained to.
use AT, who have been deployed in the

Answers

welcome the increased protection for the
sick and wounded and for medical aircrAft;
the improved arrangements for igfor-
mation on persons reported missing; the
protection of the civilian popylation
against direct attack, and the nefv pro-
visions on implementation and £nforce-
ment both of the protocol and th¢ Geneva
Conventions. Protocol 1l profides the
minimum standards of condyct to be
observed by both sides in cifil wars, a
field previously covered only by a single
Article in each of the four 1949 Geneva
Conventions. We welcome/ the funda
mental guarantees provided Yy Protocol I1,
in relation to e.g. accused/and detained
persons, protection of the/ wounded and
sick and medical personnef and protection
of the civilian population

The United Kingdomt's signature of
the protocols was acconfpanied by formal
declarations on varioug points, of which
copies have been plaged in the Library
of the House. Almosy without exception,
these reflect statemgnts made by the
United Kingdom at the Conference which
are already part fof the negotiating
history. The most/ significant of them
concern the scope pf application of the
protocols. First, ds with several recent
international conyentions, the Govern-
ment have consiered it necessary to
reserve the right npt to apply the protocols
in relation to Sguthern Rhodesia unless
and until they afe in a position to ensure
that the obligafions of the protocols in
respect of that territory can be fully
implemented. [Secondly, we have con-
firmed the ungdlerstanding upon which we
took part in the negotiations, that the new
rules introdyced by Protocol I were not
intended to Rave any effect on and did not
regulate or/prohibit the use of nuclear
weapons.

Thirdly [the provisions of Protocol I,
including fthat on prisoner of war status
for irregular fighters, apply only to
internatipnal armed conflict, which are
now sof defined by the protocol as to
includefcertain self-determination conflicts.
The Government have considered it
desiraple in this connection to place
formdlly on record by means of an
interpretative declaration their under-
stanfiing of the meaning of the term
*“agmed conflict ”, which implies a high
kgl ol daicisity of bty cperations,
angl their understanding of the require-
ments to be fulfilled by any national

g
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meaths to learn how tM the dangers
o.Qpliig it within a bufning or_smoke-
filled building. Th considerations still
hold good. There“are, however, specialist
RN and firemen, equipped with
breathing gpparatus and fully trained to
use it, o have been deployed in the
majop-Conurbations. o

FO’s: FRENCH RADIO BROADCAST

Written

The EARL of CLANCARTY asked .

Her Majesty’s Government: :

Whether they will reconsider their
decision, implicit in their answers to two
recent Questions for Written Answer
(cols. 1347 and 1453), not to draw the
attention of the Ministry of Defence and
the Home Office to the interview on
France-Inter radio in February 1974
of the then French Minister of Defence
M. Robert Galley about unidentified
flying objects by M. Jean-Claude
Bourret which is transcribed in his
book The Crack in the Universe.

Lord WINTERBOTTOM: The Mini-
stry of Defence are endeavouring to obtain
an official transcript of the interview said
to have taken place on France-Inter radio
in February 1974,

GENEVA CONVENTIONS:
ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS

Lord BROCKWAY asked Her Majesty’s
Government:

Whether the Governme;f( have yet
decided whether to sign the two addi-
tional protocols to the”Geneva Con-
ventions of 1949 which were adopted
at the Humanitarian’ Law Conference
in June of this year;and if he will make
a Statement.

Lord GORONWY-ROBERTS: The
two protocols were opened for signature
on 12th Decémber 1977. Protocol I
relates to the protection of victims of
international armed conflicts and Proto-
col I to thé protection of victims of non-
internatiofal armed conflicts. Signature
of both Protocols on behalf of the United
Kingdofh took place on 12th December.

The/Government consider that, overall,
the two protocols mark a valuable advance
in humanitarian law applicable in armed
conflicts. In Protocol T we particularly

[ 14 DECEMBER 1977 ]

Answers
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welcome the increased Pprotection —
sick and wounded and for medica] afféatﬁ?
the improved arrangements for infor..
mation on persons reported missing; the
protection of the civilian popy ation
against direct attack, and the ne

= h . ro-
visions on implementation and e foli-ce-
ment both of the protocol and the eneva

Conventions. Protocol II provides the
minimum standards of condy to be
observed by both sides in civ';l wars, a
field previously covered only by a sin’gle
Article in each of the four 1949 Geneva
Conventions. We welcome / the funda
mental guarantees provided by Protocol II,
in relation to e.g. accused /and detained
persons, protection of the vounded angd
sick and medical personnel.and protection
of the civilian population.

The United Kingdoni’s signature of
the protocols was accompanied by formal
declarations on various’ points, of which
copies have been placéd in the Library
of the House. Almost without exception,
these reflect statements made by the
United Kingdom at the Conference which
are already part fof the negotiating
history. The most’ significant of them
concern the scope ‘of application of the
protocols. First, as with several recent
international conventions, the Govern-
ment have congidered it necessary to
reserve the right not to apply the protocols
in relation to Southern Rhodesia unless
and until they are in a position to ensure
that the obligations of the protocols in
respect of that territory can be fully
implemented.” Secondly, we have con-
firmed the understanding upon which we
took part in the negotiations, that the new
rules introduced by Protocol I were not
intended to'have any effect on and did not
regulate or prohibit the use of nuclear
weapons. *

Thirdly the provisions of Protocol I,
including that on prisoner of war status
for irrégular fighters, apply only to
international armed conflict, which are
now so defined by the protocol as to
include certain self-determination conflicts.
The / Government have considered it
desirable in this connection to place
formally on record by means of an
interpretative declaration their under-
standing of the meaning of the term
“ prmed conflict ”, which implies a high
lebel of intensity of military operations,
and their understanding of the require-
ments to be fulfilled by any national
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liberation ‘movement - which sought to
invoke the protocol. -Neither in Northern
Ireland nor in any other part of the United
ingdom is there a situation which meets
the criteria laid down for the application
of - either protocol. Nor is there :.any
terrorist - ‘organisation operating within
the United “Kingdom which fulfils -the
requirements which a national liberation
movement must meet in order to be entitled
to claim rights under Protocol I. . There is
therefore no question of any. of the pro-
visions of either. protocol benefiting. the
‘or .any others who ‘may carry out
terrorist activities in peacetime. ‘ :

" The protocols will not become binding
upon the United Kingdom unless and
ntil the signature is ratified. The Govern-
ment intend to move towards ratification
in due course, Legislation will be required
to implement certain provisions of Proto-

-+.  [LORDS] = -

f;v;Baf'(;ﬁeSS 'S'TI:IWART‘: c;f : A
CHURCH asked Her, Majesty’s Goverp®
ment: ;. T EN

Whether they will make ‘a:Statemient
_about the Town and Count

ry Plannijp
“General Development - (Amendment%
Order 1977. )

" Baroness BIRK: My right honourabje
friend the Secretary of State is arranging
for the -order to be withdrawn., The
Government will shortly be Presenting to
Parliament the Tesponse to the -Eighs
Report of the Expenditure Committee:
Planning ~ Procedures. He intends to
consider further the "Provisions of the
general development order jn the light of
reactions to that response.

col I, as it was for the Geneva Conventions
themselves. :

House adjourned at four
minutes before eight o’clock.
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UNIDENTIFIED PLYING

g

Reference A: D/SuL(Air)8/1 dated 13th Dacember, 1977. ,7\9

‘ B: PAR/106/9/AA dated 2nd Janusry, 1878, ~=V

ANz P

1. Reference A asked for certsin information shout French Ministry
of Defence treatment of reporis from ths public zbout eighiings of
unidentified flyinz objects. In Eeferance 2, I urdertock to obiszin
a transcerioct of a 1974 broadcast on the subject.
2. The French authorities have now replied, and T enclcse the full
text of il Robert Galley's radio interview on the subjsct.
3.  The procadures, set up just after the war for the analysis of
reported sightings, snd as noted orn .your files, remain unchanged -
with corne small excepiion: +the rmourta compilec by the Gendarmerie
now go simultarzously to the Centre Fational d'Etudes Spatiales (CNZE5
ard tne Defence Ministry - to save time.

L, The ¥Ministry of Defence overall vicwpoint on the
exactly as describad in the Avticle in "Air Actus lztés
written by Colonel Alexis, a copy of which was sent to

A T,
(SO ¥ 5 .., uulﬂt-za.

(l‘

CL0

subject rem=ins
" (Octcher 5
you.
uction of =
red by
Phdncnmdnes

for this groug
f~explanatory.

5. Finally, 2 recant development has bheen ithe introd
small study group, under the auspices of CHBS and chai
Monsieur Claude Poker, called the "Groupe é'Etuds des
Aérospatisux nen-identifids". The terms cf referencs
are not yet kncwn, but the title seems to me to be sel
.
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"NVIFW WITH M RODERT GALLEY, MINISTER FOR THE ARMED FORCES ON m«cx:-:cm
24 FEBRUARY 197!+ AT 2030 HOURS

9 Interviever " we =M, falley

I- Minister. you have granted France-inter an interview which uili certainly
be szgnzflcant bvecause it is the first time that a Ministér for the Armed
“orces has agreed to speak about the problem of UFOs. Do you have information
which allows you to answer the questions which the listeners are asking,

- information which we know nothing about?

MG- Well, I don't know about that, because I have speﬁt a necessarily
relativelyylimited éiﬁe on that question, though it is a question which f‘
must say has always interested me. But.... and consequently I cannot kncw
everything that has been said during your broadcasts which I know certain
people in the Armed Forces Ministry follow assiduoﬁsly. ¥hat I deeply

believe is that we must adopt a strict, extremely open attitude to these
pheacmena. A certain amount of progress'ﬁas been made in the huwan race by

" the fact that ettempts have been made to explain the inexplicabie. Yell,

in these air phenomena, these visual phenomena - I say no more - that are
grouped togetaer undef the term UFOs, it is certain that there are things
which are not understood and which are at present relatively unexplained. A4nd
I shall even say that there are things today which are unexplained or poorly
explained. In 1954 a section for'consideriné and collecting evidence on the
‘appearance of UFOs was set up in the Armed Forces Ministry. I ran through a
gertain number of statements and these statements developed up to 1970. Thera
are about 50. Amongst the first things 13 found a report of a personal
observation by Lt Jean Demery of the 107th Arty Brigade (?B.A.) at Villacoublay,
dated 20 November 1953. There are reports by gendcrmes, there are some report
of observatlons by pilots, by personnel who are air centre neads' a fair |

amount of information the concentration of which was_quite disturbing in 195h.




‘And, consequently, T think that the attitude of mxnd which must be adopted to‘“”% -

[{-. phenomena is a quite open attxtudw that is, one Which does not cons:.s+

v{ an apriori negation, as our ancestors in preV1ous centurias had to deny
many things which seem to us today to be perfectly elementary, whether: it be
piezo-electricity, static electricity; to take only thbse twg, not to mention
a certain number of phencmena connected with biolcgy. In fect, all these
scientific developments consist in the fact that at a decisive moment it.is
seen thaeiihe 50 years beforehand absolutely nothingbwas known or understood

‘of the reality of the phenomena.

I- Have there been cases in which fighter aircraft - Mirages for example -

have followed UFOs in France?

MG~ Well, in France, after examlnlng all the repo"ts, I don't think 30, X
think that we had a certain number of radar observations in the 50s whlch vere
in Aquitaime. For 410 minutes, a quite 1nexpl1caole and still unexplained
phenomenon. Other observations on the radzy screan could be explained by
jamming phenomena and therefore consequently they were explained. But there
are a small number left, but a small number which are quite unexplained.
Phenomena abroad are quite well known. There are phenogena'in the US; there
is the Turin phenomenon and to reply very precisely to your question, the
number of statements by French military piloté on éhese UFOs.is relatively

small compared witn what one finds abroad. 3But all the same there are scme

on record.

- .
i- Are you in touch with other intipational military organisations,

Minister?




" MG~ No. Since'1975 we hgve'sent pack to the GEPA &all ths stauements and each
e there is 2 atatﬂment e someth_..g extraordinary hapr ns, we continue to
‘s§nd it ¢o5 them both through the pilots and through the gendarmerle, But the
Air Force considered, before 1970, that as there was, within the frame;ork

of ité Air Defence mission, n) danger, you see that it is ndt their missionr'
ﬁfter all to study theée vhenomena on the scientific level - we consider that
‘.that is the role of the National Centre for Space Studies (CNES) where people
such as M Poher, are carrying cut a study which seems to us to be qﬁite
interesting to follow. But it does not come within our province. Consquently‘
we have no direct contgct, though, I repeat, we make A contribution. Every
time something appears, we send it to thai specialist body which is working, -

basically,on behalf of the nation.

I- Howsver, Minister, unidéntified space objects in French air space seems

to concern rationnl dafence?

MGQ- Yes that does concern national defén;e and I would say that that is

why we are followzng this question to try and see if any correlations can be
established. And I would say that, personally, I am rather interested ir this
phenomena of the correlations which M Poher has explained, between the
variations of the magnetic field and the ﬁassage of UFOs. There are a number
of relatively disturbing phenomena which may, one day, have an explanation
which is not an explanation of a specific flying object, which may be magnetic
phenomena. But for the moment, we are obliged to recognise that there is
something there which we do not understand. Thére is also the quite impressive
increase in visual observations - I shall not go into descriptions which your
listeners know, since many of them coincide - but the visual observations of .
luminous phenomena which are sometimes gpherical, sometimes dvoid etc, and

vhich are characterised by extraordinarily swift movements, all thesz are, 1




‘t eay, pheromena to which a certain amount of attention must be given, but
’nmst say that. in the Air For"e, for tne moment, they have never seemed to

come directly under air defence.

J- If you were askéd, for example, to make a few of your raaars,available to
a few séientists, or at least the observations made by the radar operators,

what would be your ?eply?

MG~ Oh, I would reply that we have no reason not to inform air defénce, if
there were,ancmalie; on the radars, of the elements which if air defence does
not manage to explain everything, I think that air defence would be bound to
report these unusual or.unorthodox observations to a scientific authority
which would be entrusted with them; That is wﬁat we do at the moment since 1
have there all the reports of observations which could be, which ccme from the
Air Force, the gendarmerie, from all the military authorities and we pass them

on very dirsctly.

I- Welli, you have mentioned the Gendarmerie. France Inter listeners have
slready heard many reports from gendarmes, offering the gocd faith of witnesses
when these witnesses state, not that they have seen unidentified luminous
phenomena in the sky which can always actually be interpreted as something
unsubstantial, but unknown by our natural science, but much more exact
phenomena, since there are landings with traces left in the ground. Aﬁd the
gendarmeé conclude them in favour of the good faith of the witnesses who state

they have seen, not only UFO landings sometimes,-but little creatures.

MG- Ah, well, on this matter, I shall be a great deal more cautious. But I
must say that if your listeners could see the collection of‘réports from the .
gendarmerie - Air Gendarmerie, mobile gendarmerie, gendarmerie responsible for

territorial inquiries = which have been passed on to the National Centre for




ace Studies through us - all the documents that we had - it is actually

2 te_disturbing- I think that the gendarmés_are serious people and that when
jtthé gendarmes make a report, they do not do it haphazar@ly,-and that ;f’there}
were §ﬁly one or two, you could say that the ggndarmes' sincerityiwas suspect.
But I must say that there are a great numbef of gehdarmes' reports which are
very §aried. It should be said that when thej reﬁort incidents, if you like,
vwhich have been reported to them, few of fhem, but all the same sdme, report
phenonena at ground level, you know, changes in the ground. All thie, if you
like, is still quite fragmented. I think, to conclude on this matter, that
we must gdopt an extremely open attitude of mind to all this, not put into
doubt the sincerity of people, some of whom are obviously sincere, but at the

- moment it is really far too soon to draw the least conclusion.

Armed Forces Pubiic Relations Information Service

1st Division <0 Paris 21 February 1974

Summary - Analysis Office

Analysis Sheet of the Spoken Press Interview

Station: Trance Inter
Date : 21 Febrvary 1974
. Time : 1300 hours

Subject: Interview with M Galley on UFOS.

Jean-Claude Bourret, for the fifst time a member of the gcverhment is breaking
the wall of silence, a silence which politicians assume when the subject

under discussion is UFOs, in other words, flying saucers:

M Robert Galley

Actually the Mlnlster responsible for National Defence, that 1s, a man who

knows the problems of air defence since. UFOs concern air defence first of all,

PRSP TR s s e e e 3 :




whole of this interview this evening at 2030 hours in the programme

* agreed to talk and th:.s is in fact the first time that a Minister for

’ ﬁrmed Forces has spoken on this problem of UFOs. We shall broadcast the

"No Panic". But in this 1300 hours news, we wanted to give you a very short

extract from this interview and you will see now, 1f M Galley speaks, it is

not to "krock down" the prooiem of UFOs.

M Robert Galley:

- WIt is true that there are things which are not understood and which are at

s

present relatively ﬁnéxplained, and I wouid even say that it is irrefptable
that there are things today which are unexplained or poorly explained. In 1954
a section for considering and collecting evidence on these appearances of

UFOs was set up in the Armed Forces Ministry. I have run through a certéin

number ¢f statements there and these statements developed up to 1970. There

are about 50,

Jeans{lauie Bourret

"Minister, aircraft pilots, military radar operators have seen UFOs, but it
way be imagined that these are non-substantial air phenoména. Well, there

are witnesses who state that they have éeép UFOs land, who state that they have
seen little creatures near these UFOs, little humanoid creatures. And your
gendarmes, Minister, who have made inquifies, conclude in favour of thé_

sincerity of the witnesses. What do you think of that?"

M Robert Galley

"Well, if you like, in this matter, I would be a great deal more cautious

but I must say that if the lzsteners could see the collectzon .of reports froh
the gendarmer;e, air gendarmerie, mobile gendarmerie, gendarmerie respon51ble
for territorlal inquiries, which have been handed over to the CNES by us, all

the documents that we had. It is actually rather disturbing. I think that the




.ndamw are seriouo peop...e. ‘:Ihen ..h'w x::au:e & rc'oo*t the ¢anuarmes do —

‘t do it haphazardly. and n’ t"zere were onlJ one or two, you could oay that

-

the gendarmes' smcerzty was guspect. But I must say that uhere is a great
number of gendarmes' reports which are very varied, 1t mnst be said. Some-
times they relate facts, if you like, which'have been ieported to tkem, few
of them but all the same some talk of phenoména at fground‘ level, you know, of
changes in the ground, all this, if yoﬁ like, is still quite fragmentary. I

think, to conclude if you like in this matter, that we must adopt an extremely

open attitude of mind to all this, not put in doubt the sincerity of people,

soma of whom are obviously sincere, but at the moment it is really far too

soon to draw the least conclusion."

Yves Mourousi

I vould remind you that you will be able to hear the whole of this iaterview

‘%his evgriing at 2030 hours in the prograhm;_g ""No Panic! on France Inter.

MOD Ling Service
GI.S/2997
VJR

.




g FRENCH AIR FORCE VERSUS THE U¥Os

by It Col Gaston Alexis-

Since last year, the specialist and general press, radiO~and'televisiop networks
have been paying an increasing amount of attention to UFOs. Certainly. public
inxerest in this subject has not yet reached the level of 1954, which caused

two MPs, Messrs Jean Necher and Leotard, to put a written question bafore the

" Secretary of State for the Armed Forces, on October 22, concerning the role

of the armed forces in this area. It is true that Mr Galley, the ther

Minister of Defence, recalled it clearly at his interview on France-Inters

In view of the currency of the subject, however; it.seems useful tc recall
the role of the air force in this mattern to present the UFO dussier held by

them and to svemarize the warious theories and counter-theoriss which exist in

France,

The Role of the Air Force iu this Area

At the end of the last worid war, a scientific bureau was set up within ?he

Air Hinistry to follow the development cf aero-gpace techniques and techmologiece
and the progress in the knowledge of the aero-terestrial and spatial environment
in which aircraft and satellites haye their being. It has since become a fore-
caéting and development burean but its roles hgve not changed. In 1951, when
the vave of statements on the apvearance of “myaterious beavenly objects"
increased in volume in France, this burean, én its own initiative, cpened g
dosgier on the subject in order better to appreciate the nature and location of

these manifestations in French airspace.

In 1954, the Secretary of State for the Armed Forces asked the air force to follow

up thia question on an official basis from that time on.

An Instruction rrom-the alr force gtaff ﬁuf thig decision into concrete form.'

All high commands were asked to communicate to the “air" scientifxc burean all

evidence of UFOs collected on their territory.




’ air force staff consists solely in estimating whether certah information
amongst the evidence that they receive is likely to affect natlonal defence;

 this is not, in fact so, as we shall ghortly see.

It is therefore clear that it is not within their province to make any state-
ments on the origin of such a strange phenomenon, nor to question the veracity
‘of observations communicated to them officially, either by police or by

territdrial or operational high commands.

*

However, it is their task, whenever possible, to correlate there cbservations
with ¥'real aero-space phenomena" which, under given atmospheric conditicn$

might very easily be interpreted by non—speciaiized observers as strange

phenocnera.

After enalysis of these dossiers from the "naticnal defence’ angle, they are
sent to the CNES (National Centre for spabe studies) to be examined scienti-
fically.

In 1976, study of reports recorded over 25 years by the air force has only

enabled the following facts to be brought to light, from two points of view;

tNational detence" Point of View

No acts of aggression, either against persons or property, civilian or military,

have been detected.

These strange manifestations do not alter the geo-physical balance of the

terrestrial environment. No atmospheric disturbance was detected after they

bad passed.

Air defence systems (radar and combat aircraft), which ensure continuous air
cover 52 the national territory, and also meteorological depariment radars,

do not "visualize" UFOs in $9.2% of cases.

rolé:bf the'air force in this area is vory clearly set out. The role of = = =



To ¢ate, none of the observers has succeeded either in taking photographs
;f UFOs landed on the ground, with or without occupants, or in reccvering

pieces of such objects.

Apart from some traces seen or. the ground, no object has been reported or

recovéred by observers, which would enable us to prove the material existence

.of UFOs.

Scientific point of View

It would be pointless to believe that observation of unidentified space =
phenomena is the prerogative of our civilization and that it dates back only
to the start of this century. The first observations of these manifestaions
vhich are not based on the subjective interpretations of "Ufologists"(1)
date back te the first known writings. The "Ufologists" think that certain
writings, drawings and sculptures, partiéﬁlarly those of_the South American
civilizations make it possible to date these manifestations back to the

origin of primitive civilizations.

Yoday, as ih the past, this phenomenon is oniy very rarely revealed by
scientific instruments, whilst visual observations abound. Therefore, in
order to achieve greater objectivity, we éhall not waste our time in giving a
resume of any one sighting, but we shall present the overall aspect of the
phenomeﬁon as it can be deduced from the work of the CNES, where Mr Jean-Claude
Poher, Assistant Head of the scientific programmes division, is the link with

the airforce in respgct of .the.study of these strange phenomena.

Sampling of the population of French observers

The distribation of French observers by occupation can be summarized as follows.

It shows that no one privileged social stratum exists in this sphere:

'* astrenomers. : 5% technicians : 20%
(1) Name given to persons specializing in thﬂ study of UFOs. In number 3
of September 1975, “Armzees d'au;ourd'hut" _; on -

tured an ar




‘ * researchers : 5% * Military personnel 1% (of whom less
(:_ than 1% for military air defence

controllers).
* Civxlian and military | g '
pilots : 10 (of whom less ' ‘
“than % for military
pilots)
* workmen 15%
: farmers 15%
Engineers : 1% shepherds 5%

In other countries observations made by civilian and.military pilots, military

personnel and engineers are clearly higher. On the other hand they are less

numerous among workmen, technicians and farmers.

Concerning the ages of the observers, ‘the following distribution is noted,
also identical W1th the distribution noted in other countries and seemingly
proportional to the age~groups of the French péhulation:

10% less than 13 years old .EQ% befween 21 and 59

1% between 13 and 20 &% over 60 |
Having made the acquaintance of the observers, quéstions must be raised

concerning the value of their observations and the credibility to be afforded

to then.

In the vast majority of cases it can be said that the observers were quite
sincere; thair identity was known in three quarters of the cases. Since 1954,

these observations have been the subject of reports made by the police to the

Air force stafr.

As a general ruie, cbservations were made by more then one adult.

Finally, to judge frém the distribution of observers over a map of France ue

see that the number of observationsis (fortuitously or otherwise) proportional

to the density of the population.

Ve &lso note a clear 1mprovement in the description of the phenomenon. “When

it is a quest:.on of: Bmlysmg this information and, e@ecially ;c rel



QL. "known eveats" in the realm of aero-space or physics the smallest

uvtalls take on considerable significance.

Analysis of observations

Correlations made at differeni levels enable it to be.said that in about 8%

6f cases, "Strange" observations are without any possible doubt, due to known

. aero~-space phenonené. They show from the evidence that the observer has indeed

sesn, and cbserved accurately a phenomenon that was strange to him, bntﬁwﬁich
exists in reality since, on the basis of this description his étatement cap be
correlated with aero-spatial or physical Yevents" which have indeed occurred

at the site of the observation and at the stated time: it is therefore 1mprobable

thatfhe remalnlng unexplained cases saould be pure inVentlon.

Analysis of observations

For the make of pbjeCtivity, in France only)unexplained operations of the same
phenomenon by at least two adults havé been retained for scientific analysis.
The volume of observations thus retained for the period 1951-1975 is about 150

cases, which represent 8% of the initial volume of observations. The following

information may be drawn from these:

DURATION OF OBSERVATION ‘| wEATHER CONDITIONS - DISTANCE .
1 HOUR - 1 DAY 12% RAINY OR GREATER THAN 3KM | 38%
20 MIN ~ 59 MIN 15% SNOWY %
1 « 19 MIN 4% LOW CLOUD |12 1- 3 KM 12%
10 SEC ~ 1 MIN 18 SKY COVERED WITH 900 - 150w 25%
: HIGH CLOUD 1%
20 - 10m kS
LESS THAN 10 SEC 1% THICK CLOUD 22% L
' LESS TEAN 10m %
CLEAR SKY 50%

-CONDITIONS IN WHICH OBSERVATIONS WERE MADE

Distr*butlon of twenty cases of "1and1ngs" reported, bearing in mlnd that no Ph°t°’.

graph of these particular cases exzsts.

-




. * Two cases near an urban area
* Six cases near isolated dwellings.

* Twelve cases in an isolated region without any dwellings.

Of these twenty cases, only eight mention traces of imprints in the ground,

Characteristics of the phenomenon

 The least.that can be said is that the form of the phenomena observed, their

dimensions,’ coloursetc, are of the most variable, as can be Judged fromthe

| following tables. : o . ~.
FORM : COLOUR | NATURE OF LUMINOSITY

VARIOUS g | FIXED BUR VZRY VARICUS {17%| VARIOUS ilgl
PIN-POINTS 9% | CHANGING ' 17%! NON LUMINOUS %%
BOGED % | METALLIC ° 17%| GLOWING 10%
ovoID | | 1k% | wHITE i% | BRYGHT 15%
CIGAR SHAPE, CYLINDER | 14 | omANGE 16%| BRILLIANT 18%
ROUND, CIRCUIAR, RED 164 LUMINOUS L2
SPHERICAL 39
DISCS 1%

Dimensions

Here again we find a very wide range of data.. Bach case seems to ge a special
case. In 38.64% there is no information. In 41.82%5 there is an apparent
diemeter which cannot be restituted becamse of iﬁaccuracy over distance. In 4%
of cases, the diameter is of the order of 1 meter. In k.55 of cases, of the

order of 7 to 10 meters. In the other cases it varies between 1 meter and 70 meters.

Speed and trajectory : .

This speed variation observed inthe movements of the phenomena observed can be

explained by the fact that it corresponds to portions of the trajectory which are




L ‘o’c identical, as the following table shows:

SPEED OF MOVEMENT TRAJECTORY
. E

SUPERSONIC 166 _ ,STRAIGHT LINE : 35%
FAST (LIKE AIRCRAFT) . |
SUCCESSIVELY MOVING AND ) 1% | ABNORMAL TRAJECTORTES (STOPS, .
FAST ) L2 ARABESQUES /SIC/ DISAPPEARANCE) b5z
SLOW | 22% | TANDING OR
MOTTONLESS 1% | STATIONARY “PEASEM 208

*This is a literal translation of the words 1a the text. It is difficult +o know
what the writer means by "successivement mobile et rapid" - unless "mobile"
(moving) is, in fact, a misprint for "immobile" (motionless) wher reupon the entry

would read "successively motionless and fast! which would make slightly better
sense,

Emissions observed

T TLOVINOUS AND THERNAL, :
SOUND THERMAL EFFECTS EFFEOTS SMELY, -
VARIOUS NOISES |12% NO EFFECT LUMINOUS VARIOUS
OBSERVED  [97.27% | PARALYSING RAY 0.46% | SMELLS 1.36%
WHISTLING 152 FFECT CORRELATION NONE 98.64%
: OBSERVED 1.37%% | COLOUR
SPEED 0.46%
HUMMING 3% | EFFECT WITH 1.3&% | NONE 92.08%
TRACES
SILENCE 2085

Effects on observers and various effects

In France, apart from the effect of sﬁrprise, onlj minor effects wepre recorded
on observers who reported on their observations to the police. None of them was

traamaﬁlzed by his experience nor underwent any psychological change.

To date, none of them claims to have recaived a "Ymission" or has created any

ideologlcal group based on the claim that he is the prophetic mouthp;ece of the
Yapparition",

Similarly domestic animals seem only slightly disturbed by the phenomeron.




‘only 5.46% of cases was a manifestation of fear observed.

Summaries of effects obtained:

EFFECTS ON HUMAN BEINGS VARIOUS EFFECTS

TRACES OF SKIN DISEAS%19F 1.36% FATLURE OFVENGINE WITH :
INDETERMINABLE ORIGIN ELECTRICAL IGNITION ' 1.8

HEADACHES, LOS3 OF MEMORY 0.46% .
EXTENDED ACTION ON VEGETATION  0.46%

TEMPORARY PARALYSIS OR
FAINTING IN THE PRESENCE

OF THE PHENOMENGN 2.7% | STRONGMECHANICAL ACTION 3.6L%
DEATH, NAUSEA, RAPES, | NONE RADIO OR TV INTERFERENCE,
ASSAULTS TOTAL RADIO CUT-OUT,
| ELECTRICITY FAILURE ON
FEAR 8.8 PUBLIC SUPPLY, RADIO-
. ACTIVITY NONE

1 IMPOSSIBLE TO ACT CF ONES OWN|
VOLITION . 11.82%

(1) ALTHOUGH CERTAIN DOCTORS THINK THAT THESE PHENOMENA COULD BE CAUSED BY
STRONG EMOTIONAL REACTIONS.

Distribution of observations in time

Since 1951, a certain periodicity has been recorded in the large-scale appearance
of the phenomena,Awith clearly marked peaks in 1954, 1964, 1967 and 1975. How-
ever, scientific researchers have not yet been able to find any partigular_

spatial occurrence in the universe that corrésfcnds tc this "periodicity", Only

one piece of data could be put forward by Mr Poher: There seems to exist a

correlation between UFO observations and temporary abnormal fluctuations in the

earth's magnetic field.

At the overall level of the phenomenon, oniy the.following>points can therafore

be.put~forward: : ‘ -

Observations cannot be suspect since in more than 80% of cases, they can be

-

correlated with aeerSpace or physical "events",

R 8




§ only 8 % of cases, observers are describing a phenomenon thst has really
een observed and is unknown.

The variety of characteristics of the phenomenon is such that it is not possible
at present to formulate a definite scientifiévtheory concerning its nature

or origin (physical or otherwisér it also enables us to state that this phenomenon

. 48 not the result of human technology.

Its tangible effects on human bsings are without danger.

PR

Given the present state of our knleedge, if seems difficult to conclude

otherwise than by confirming that science is incapable in this area. This
phenomenon cannot, at present, be analysed by means of known measuring instruments
and, in & word, it is only thanks to the accumulation of observationsdescribing
not only this phenomenon but glso all the‘physical data regarding the environment
that researchers may one daxX have the good fortune to discover the parameters

that will enable them to give it a morw sétisfactory interpretation. Whilst
maintaining an open mind, we must restrain ourselves from hasty conclusiéns
regarding the nature and origin of the phenomenon and accept the fact that this

problem. like so many others, remains suspended in space.

Translations of picture captions

(Pictures are numbered in pencil on the original)

(1) One of the rare photographs in the world to retain its mystery: a ﬁhotographv
taken on January 16th 1968 opposite the island éf Trinidad (Atlantic Ocean) in

the presence of geophysical specialists.

£2) A flying saucer arcund the Eiffel Tower? In faét it is only a Successful
piece of faking: the brilliant disk is the reflection of a lamp in the window
through ‘which the vhotograph Qas taken‘}rom a room in tﬁe Palais de Chaillot.

‘(3) Identified UFOs: Centicuiar clouds. |




Un des rares clichés au monde & garder
ercore un mystére : photo prise, le 16
Janvier 1938, face & Il'le Trinidad
{ocden Atlantique), en présence de
spécialistes de géophysique.

( Photo Cowles Educarion Corporation,
New York, gracieusement communiquée
parle G.E.P.A.).

aux tranches d'dge de la population
frangaise :

e 10 % ont moins de 13 ans,

e 18 % sont agés de 13 ans 4 20 ans,
® 64 % sont 3gés de 21 & 59 ans,

e 8 9 ont plus de 60 ans.

Ayant fait connaissance avec les
témoins, il convient ds s'interroger sur
Ja valeur de leurs iémoignages et sur
Ia crédibilité 3 leur accorder.

Une soucoupe autour de la tour Eiffel ?
Il ne s'agit en réalité Jue d’un exemple
réussi de trucage : le disque brillant est

la réflexion d'un lampuadaire dans la vitre
& travers laquelle la photo a éé prise,
depuis une salle du palais de Chailiot.

( Photo Look special, 1967).

e m

Dans la trés grande majorité des
cas, on peut dire que les témoins sont
de bonne foi, leur identité est dans les
trois quarts des cas connue. Depuis
1954 ces témoignages font I"objet d*un
rapport de gendarmerie adressé 4 I'état.
major de I'armée de 1'air. i

n rigle générale, les observations
sont effectuées par plus de dzux per-
sonnes adultss, .
Enfin, si I'on en juge par la réparti-

faites sur un méme phinoméne pur a
moins deux personnes adultes, - { .
volume des témoignages ainsi retean
peur la période 19511975 est de 150 ca-
environ, ¢e qui représente 8 ¢ du
volume initial dss témoignages.

On peut en tirer los enseignement
cuivants

Conditions dans lss:quelles les ob enva
tions ont ité effectaies @

Durée de 'cbservation . 1 Conditions météorologiqurs Distan ¢ i
Delhiij 12 %1 Temps de pluie ou Supéicurc 3 3 km Jag
De20mnd 59 mn | 15 % | de neige 1% 8 %]
Deial9mn 41 %1 Ciel bas 12%]| Deladken 12 f{‘.!
Del0sec.Atmn I8 ';; Clel couvert par des De¥GAtS0m Jage't

nuages en altitude 13 %1 De 200 a 1010 348
Moins de 10 sec. | 12 % | Nuages épais 22 b Infenzurea tom | 7978
Ciel clair 50 % °i

tion des témoins sur une carte de
France, on constate que le nombre de
témoignages est (fortuitement ou non)
roportionnel & la densité de l1a popu.-
ation.

On note par ailleurs une nette amd-
lioration dans la description du phé-
noméne. Dés lors qu'il s"agit d'exploi-
ter ces renseignements et notamment
de les corréler avec des « événements
connus » aérospatiaux ou physiques, les
moindres détails comptent énormé-
mcat,

L’analyse des témoignages

Les corrélations faites aux différents
échelons permettent de dire que dans,

Repar‘.itfon des viagt cas « dateerris .
sage » signalés en rappolant ou'i
n'existe aucune photo de ‘ces cas parti-
culiers :
o deux cus prés d'une zone urba'ne,
® six cas prés dhabitations isolees
& douze cas dans tne région isolée san..

habitation.

Farmi ces vingt cas huit seulement
neertionnent des thace. dempreiates
diverses sur 1o sol.

Caraciéristiques du phénoméne

Le moins qu'or puisse dire est qui
la forme des phinoménes obssrves,
leurs dimensions, lwurs couleurs, ete
sont des plus variables comme on pev-
en juger par les tebleaux ci-aprés :

Forme Couleur Natwre e la tuminesits !

Diverses 14 % Fixes mais trés Divere | 14°%,1
diverses i7% :

Ponctuelics o] Changeantss 17 %51 Non lamincux ]
Coupole 3 %1 Métallique £7 4| Lueur H
Ovoides 14 %, | Blanc 17 351 Eelatart 15
Cigares cylindres 14 % 1 Orangé 16 “{ 1 Brillam 8
Roggc? circulaires, 309 Rouge 16 74§ Lumineux 428
en boule .
Disques 16 %,

environ 80 %, des cas, les chservations
« étranges » sont, sans aucun doute
possible, dues & des phénomines aéro-
spatiaux connus. Elles démontrent 2
P’évidence que le témoin a bien observé
avee précision un phénonidne étrange
pour lui mais qui existe réellemeat puis-
u"a partir de cette descript'on on peut
corriter ses dires avee des « événe-
rments » aérospatiaux ou physiques qui
se sont bien déroulés sur les lieux de
"observation 4 Uheure dite; il devient
alors iniprobable que les cas restants
inexpliqués scient purement inveniés.

L’exploitation des témoignages

Par souci d'objectivité, en I'raace,”
Tie sCnt retenues poLr un e<a.nen scien-
tifigre que les obser vations inexpliquées

DBimersiors
La encore on retrowve une e
graade dispersien Jes donnees. Chaqu
cas szmble &fre un cas particulior
Dans 38,64 9, il n’existe pas d'infor
mation. Dauns 41,82 %, il s'agit d'u:
diamétre apparen: qui ne pent pa
itué en raison de Uimpréciso.

stance. Dans 2 % dev gar

le diamétre est de I's-dre de un mutre
Dans &5 9, des ca de "oidre d <ep
2 dix méires. Daas i

Yitesse et trajectoi ¢

Cetie variation de vitest2 corslatd
dars l:s déslacements des phéuo.
onservés peut s'exoliquer par
qu’elle correspond a des vort
trajactores qul sont pas idantiqu
corune Uinigue e iahlicau ci-dessuus

Vitesse des déplacoments

Supersorniques VA
Rapides {comme des avicns)

Successivement mohiles et 149
rapides 42 %
Lents: 2%
Inninobiles 1%
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Emissions observées :

O.V.N.L identifiss : n ages lenticulaires.

Son Effets thermig ['deg‘tun‘lmeux Odeur

Bruits divers 12 %} Pas d'effet Rayon Odeurs

observé 97,27 %! lumineux diverses| 1,36 %
paralysant | 0,46 %]

Siffiz:nent 15 S Effet Corrélation Rien 93,64 %,
constaté 137 2 couleu:

Bourdonnement] 3 %) Effet avec vitesse 0,46 %)

Sitence 0 %) traces 1,36 %Il Rien 92,08 %]

Effet- sur fes témoins ot effets divers .

En France, l'effet do surprise mis
a part. on ne constate sur les témoins
qui eat fai pait de leurs observations
& la gondarmeric, qle Jes effets mineurs.
Aucuy denx n'a été traumarisé par
Pappurition du phénomére ou n'a vu
son prychisme modifié,

A ce jour, aucun d’eux ne prétend

AVOIT regu « une mission » e n'a créé .

un arcupe idéclogique se prétendant
étre I'éinanaiion prephétique de I « ap-
parition », i

De méme, les an‘raaux domestiques
semblent peu perturbés par le phéno-
méne. Dans 5,4¢ % sculement des cas,
unz manifestaticn de frayeur est cons-
tatée.

Syatldses des of ots constatés :

Répartition des observations dans le
temps

Depuis 1951, on constate une cer-
taine périodicité dans I"apparition mas-
sive des phénoménes avee des pointes
fsttement marquées en 1954, 1964,
1967 et 1975.
. Mais les chercheurs scientifiques
n’ont pas pu encore trouver de conjonc-
ture spatiale particuliére de I'Univers
qui corresponde a cette « périodicité »,
Seule une donnée a pu Etre mice en
évidence par M. Poher : il semble
exister unc corrélation entre les abser-
valions d"O.V.N.L. et des fluctuaticns
passagérement anormales du champ
magnétique terrestre.

Au niveau global du phiénoniéne,
on ne peut donc retenir que les points
suivants :

Effets sar les étres b

Effets divers

Traces g malag
sans que Fon
miner
s Al

12 de la peau

1.36
de mémoire | 0,46 %

Mise en panne d'un moteur &
altumage électriqus 1.82 %
Action prolongée sur fa végéta-

tion 0,46 4

— les témoignages ne peuvent étre sus-
pectés puisque dane plus d: 80 %
des cas or peut les corréler avee
des « événements » aérospatiaux ou
physigques;

~ dans 8 7 des cas environ les témoins
décrivent un phénoméne réeilement
observé et inconnu:

- la diversité des caractéristiques du
phénoméne cst telle qu'il n'est pré-
sentement pas possible délaborer
une théorie scientifique rigoureuse
quant 4 sa nature ou son origine
(ph(siquc ou autre); elle perniet
également d'affirmer que ce phéno-

ménc n'est pas le fait d'une techna-
logie humaine;

—ses effets tangibles sur lec &ires
humains et l'cnvironnemen: sont
sans dange:.

*
* %

En 'état actuel de nos connaissances,
il semble difficiie de conclure antrement
qu'en constatant limpuissance de la
science dans ce domaine. Ce §héno-
méne ne pouvant présentement &tre
analysé i1 I'aide d'instruin=nts de mesure
connus. ce n’est en définitive que grice
A P"accumulation dé témoignages déeri-
vant d'une fagon précise, non sculément
le phénomene, mais encore toutss les
données phvsiques de Ienvironnement,
que les chercheurs pourront peut-étre
un jour avoir la chance de décauvrir
les “paramitres qui peemetizont de

Tout en faisant preuve d'une grande
ouverture &'esprit. il faut se ardar de
conclusions hatives quant A fa natwe
¢t 3 I'origine du phénomeéne et admettre

23

le probléme reste posé
comme bien d autres dans le domaine
spatial. .

°
: ou éva- Action mécanique ressentie 3.64 %, ; 3 3
et oen pritence du Parasitss radio ou TV, coupu micux linterpréter.
ens 2.73 % | radio totale, panne d'électriciié
* fdusdes, viods, aaressions]  néant sur le réscau public, radio-
818 % | activiié néant
il;if.c d’oddic A sa 82 v
: volon
propr: volonté 1.82 *¢ i quactuell
{1} Ben que certain: méd que ces phé dnes | t &tre causés par
une forte émotion,

i

PRI T
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SMIENESTAY OF DeFENeE .
Main Building Whitchali London SWI1A 2HB
Telephone 01-218 {Direst Dialling) . _7<1L

01-2185000 (Switchboard) Jlx e/ 7

‘Your reference

Air Attache

British Dnbaqsy _ » " Ourreference ‘ ‘

%5¢ Rue du Faubourg . . "D/S84(hir)8/1 Co '
5t I.IOnO.‘é‘e o : o : Date ] /’7 e 5%( /
Paris (8e) : : ) I3 Decemver 1977

1s  You probably know that the Ministry of Defence reccives quite a
considerable correspondence on the subjcct of Tnidentified Fiying
Objects including details of Ysightings®. Ve toll the public that we

have not the resocurces to conduct a full scientific enquiry into these
phenonerna although we bring the reports to the atiention of the epocialist
staffs ¢f the Department to make sure that the objects thought to have been
Been have no bearing on the national defences., We do not press the
investigation to the point of positive-indentification but many oi the
“unidentiiied" objects are in fact, sircraft seen from unusual angles or
vnder unusual conditions. : ' '

‘2. As you will see from the enclosed extracts from Eanzard, a number

of questions have been asked in the House of Lords in %he last few days
concsrning an interview which iHensieur Dobert Galley, thae fsrer French
Minister of Defsnce is said to have given on France-Intzr rad

- 21 Febriyary 1G7i:, There are also refercnces to the Hationsl
Space Studies which if szid to-have set up a sectioa under t

of Honeieur Claude Foh @r to study unidentified fiying objectse

3¢ . A member of the puolic wrote to MOD about the alleged radic interview
last year and whea S%(Air) consulted your staff by telcphone in June 197¢ we
formed the impression that the Frencn Gorernment had not embarked on any
particular initistive in this fiecid. & note made on our files at the

tire suggests that French practice is as follovs:

&, reports from the public go in the first instance to the
“Gendarmerie who if necessary interview obuervers and take
statcements

b. The Gendmimerie pass on the revoris to the French Ministry
of Defunce (2ir) vho study the military implicatiens by

chaslting rodara. aivsenft -orcments pnd en rn, pod vha acnider
-any scientific aspects vhich may'have a bearing on military

affeirs,

Py
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B

@ ¢. From the Defence Ministry the reports go to & Govornment
Organisation known as.the Centre Hationale diEtude Spatial.

de The reports are also fed +nto a computer 50 that they can,
be'hdd d to the statistics of the problem'.

We were also informed that "so far the military have never found anything
of anaggrc551ve nature from the sightings, nor have the scientists been
able to explain the phenocmena'.

v k. It is not unlikely that there #ill be further Parlismentary Questions
about UFOs especially as the subject was debated recently in the United Nations
and I have been asked to obtain the following information:

a. & transcript of the broadcast said to have been made by i
Mr.Galley in 1974. Some of the letters we have received allege

. that "'the French Air Minister officially confirmed that so-called
flying saucers exist'. ' '

b. hat the views of the French Ministry of Defence really are
on the subject of unidentified flying objects « and confirmation
that the precedure as outlined at para 3 aboe is still Ffoullowed
vhen reporte of UMOs are received from the public.

c. VWhat the nature of the investigations is at the Contre
Raticnale diEtude Spatial and whether these studies are cone-
~ducted under the dirsction of Mensieur Claude Poinrer.

-5 I should be most grateful for your comments as coon as convenient please.

C e
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US of S (RAF)s x-
PRIVATE OFFilE

M3
PS/US ¢f «(QAF) - through DUS(A:Lr)

This UFO cuestion by the Earl oi Clancarty relates to
two he put down in Decempaer. The Farl, who succesded recently,
has written many books or UFOs and is a Vice President of the
British ‘'UFO Research Asscciation; he iz seeking a Lords debats
on UFCs. There is no chence of hlS veing conv1nced by an HOD
”eplv* or by anvone elsﬁfs for that mufter.
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K3 Contd

aprently the Daily Express is druuming up

<0 ggr;gg U%Os, 1inked 4o their serialisation of

nsive sci-fi film '¢lose Encounters of the Third

hortly to be released - evidently 'hard! sci-fi,

th an internationally recognised UFO man as adviser, not

& light romance like 'Star Wars'., We may be in for a long

" hatl on UFOs. The reply to the Earl will probably be reported

at least in the Daily Express,who will make what they can of

3, Draft reply and background note placed opposite. The
Far] presumably hopes for MOD recognition that 'M Galley
admitted freely that UFOs exist; that they are a serious
problem; that many landings have taken place and are still
doing sot' (to quote Lord Clancarty?s recent letter 4o the
Daily Telegraph)., As the records in this file show, M Galley,
equivocal though he was, admitted no such thing, only “that
the phenomena are sometimes difficult to explain, Official
French MOD attitude is similar to our own: UFOs may or may not
exist, but there is no evidence of military threat,

4, In cne of his books the Barl suggests that UFO reports

go back to the Star of Bethlehem and earlier. If 'They! have
not attacksd in the last 2000 years, it is doubtful whether

the Barl's evidence could justify diversion of defence resources
just at present; but it would be imprudent for MOD to say such
things publicly, for we would merely iraw g;gument.

-

3 March 1978

MB 8245




ARL .OF .CLANCARTY

ANSWER

To ask Her Maaesty's Government
whether since their Jast reply -
(0fficial Report, 1st December,

col. 1453) they have now obtained

the official transcript of the .
broadcast on France-Inter radio
station, February 1974, when the
then French Minister of Defence,
Monsieur Robert Galley, was inter-
viewed by Jean-Claude Bourret
about unidentified flying objects.

The Ministry of Defence now has the official transcript of

M Calley's broadcast in 1974, Nothing in it indicates the

existence of a threat to the Unitéa Kingdom.




~ BACRGROUND NOTE

8 ioniis'a gequel to those put down by the Earl of

A and 15%h December 1977 (PQ 7343B and PQ T456B)

ed -that there was no record o¢f M Galley's statement
ndeavouring to obtain an official transcript.'

2. The‘bfficial transcript has been provided by the RAF Air Attache
in Paris, who has also confirmed the view of the French Hinistry of
'“Déféﬁce on the subject of Unidentified Flying Objects (See iLnnexes 4-~D).

3. . The key points in M Galley's statement at Annex B are thats-

a. there are things about UFOs which are not understoéd
and have not been explained. _
b. "We must adopt an extremely open attitude of mind to

this, not put intc doubt the sincerity of pecple
(reporting UFOs) ...... but at the moment it is really
far too soon to draw the least comclusion.

4, In view of the French Ministry of Defence (Annex () may be
summarised as follows:~-

a. "The role of the Air Force staff consists soldy in
estimating whether certain information amongst the
evidence they receive is likeély to affect national
defence: this is not in fact s0 ...... 70 acts of
aggression., either against persons cr property, civilian
or military, have been detected¥, '

b. "The phenomena cannot, at presenit, be analysed by means

| of known measuring instruménts essese ¥hilst maintaining
an copen mind, we must restrain ourselves from hasty
conclusions regarding the nature and origin of the
phenomenon and accept the fact that this problem, iike
meny others, remains suspended in space".

5« These statements are not significantly different from the line
taken by MOD., We have been telling Parliament and the general public
for years that we do not dismiss the possibility that intelligent life
could cxist in outher space but that we have not the resources to
investigate the nature of alleged Unidentified Flying Objects. '



whiéﬁré;éwréééiVéd in HOD are referred to-
onsible for our Air defences to make sure that
be'ring on the security of the country. No convincing
éfged to date that UFOs actually exist or have defence
. Many reports turn out to have commonplaee explanations,
he most common being aircraft or aircraft lights seen under unusual.
_conditions., The cause of some sightings has not been positively
identified but the revorts often lack essential detail., We have

recently reviewed our policy on UFOs with Head of DI 54, who confirm
' that it is reasonable to confine our enquiries to the defence
implications and that the exclusion of any 1nvest1gatlon beyond this
for MOD is not considered justified. -

6. There has been a series of articles on UFOs in the Daily Expresg
recently, although these seem to be linked with publicity for the muli
nillion pound commercial film “Close Encounters of the Third Kind"
“which is shortly to be released, The Bvening News of 23 February 1978
carried a report about lights which followed a young housewife home
adding that "The Earl of Clancarty, a UPC expert, belisves the lizhis

rv— vse

-L

may have been those of a spacecraft sent to spy on us by an unkrown
civilisation from another planet., eesese He is currently'trying to
get a House of Lords debate on UFOs and wonts an international
investigation”, This intention has beern documented in the 'No Day
Named! section of the Lords' Order Paper for 28‘February;

Te The book, "The Crack in the Universe" which the Earl of Clancarty
referred 42 in his question of 14 December 1977 contains an acurate
translation of M Robert Galley's broadcast in 1974, It also
‘introduces the transeript ouite fairly (on pazge 75) as an interview
which gave the Minister the opportunity to declare that "there are
phenomena which are unexplained", The blurb on the dust cover,
however, has M Galley freely admitting that UFOs exist and that they'
are a serious problemn,




EXTRACT FROM
HOUSE OF LORDS
OFFICIAL REPORT

AV01?>.?§9. . 0011032 written :
DATED .S ~>3&

® 0 & ¢ 00 04000

-

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

~ The Earl of CLANCARTY asked Her
Majesty’s Government:

Whether since their last reply (Official
Report, 1st December, col. 1453) they
have now obtained the official transcript
of the broadcast on France-Inter radio .
station, February 1974, when the then -
French Minister of Defence, Monsieur
Robert Galley, was interviewed by
Jean-Claude Bourret about unidentified

- flying objects.

Lord WINTERBOTTOM: The .
Ministry of Defence now has the official
transcript of M. Galley’s broadcast
1974. Nothing in it indicates the existence -

. of a threat to the United Kingdom.




LOUSE MINUTE
DI BCR 10/8/3

1 November 2002

DAS - LA- Ops and Pol

Copy to:
Head of DISSY
DI 55b

REQUEST FROM DR CLARKE - HOUSE OF LORDS DEBATE -18 January 1979

1. You forwarded a copy of Dr Clarke's letter of 7 October asking whether the DIS had
retained any of the papers relating to the House of Lords debate on UFOS which took place

on 18 January 1979.

2. We have located the advice that S4(Air) provided to US of S and an early copy of the
draft speech. | hope that this is helpful.
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Attached: Copies of enclosures 1/1, 1/2,1/3,1/4 from file DI55/108/15/1 part 32.




- HATIRRDER S FOREDErCE

LOOSE MINUTE

D/S4(Air)/8/3

DISS -—
st(GE)2bLBAF

Copy to: ACS(G)(RAF)

UFOs ~ DEBATE IN THE LORDS

I enclose a first draft of a proposed concluding speech
for Lord Strabolgi in the Lords" debate.

2. The draft tries to take account of the points made to us

on Thursday by Lord Strabolgi. However, on starting to re-

read the Barl of Clancarty's book 'Mysterious Visitors' I

have appreciated more fully how heavily the Earl has hedged

his bets about space travel: indeed he suggests that the ‘'sky
people! are 'paranormal' and come from ‘'another space/time
dimension', I do not recommend trying to track the Earl through
other dimensions, and suggest we stick to the bare essentials
that we proposed to Lord Strabolgi - that there are plenty of
phenomena, that there are perfectly sensible explanations for
them, and that the explanations offered by ufology are unnéessary and
prove idiotic under critical examination,

3 I would be grateful for any recent recorded cases to cover
the parts of para 6; otherwise I shall draw on the Condon Report
and Klass (the anti-UF0 investigator).

4, Clancarty is likely to produce some 'documented‘and fully
authenticaggd cases', I would like to be able to demolish one
as an illusion., I have provisionally chosen the disappearance
of the Norfolk Battalion at Gallipeli, which Clancartry quotes
in one of his books: HA of Army Historical Branch says that this
is a 'regular', about which the facts can be produced.

5e I would be grateful for comments, criticisms and additional
arguments or cases, At this stage I am particularly anxious to
know whether you agree to the main line of arguments. Because
time is short I would be grateful for telephone comments,

6. The present draft is about 2,000 words, around 15 minutes.,

7. I have copied this minute to ACS(G)(RAF), and I would be
grateful for his comments on the general line of ar ent,.

Head S4(Air)

18 December 1978
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. : MANAGEMAYNCOLASSIEIED |

UFOs - DRAFT CLOSING ADDRESS

There are three grains of truth upon which the great

myth of ufology is built.

FIRST: intelligent life could exist elsewhere in the
universe, With 100,000 million stars in our own
galaxy alone, it is probable that there are many

+ planets capable of supporting life.

SECOND: the technical difficulties of inter-stellar
travel are stunning,E#en at the speed of light
it would take 4 years to reach the nearest star,
and 100,000 years to cross our galaxy. But it
would be a brave man who said there could never,
ever, be manned inter-stellar travel.

THIRﬁ: there really are strange phenomena in the skies,
and many are reported by cool and intelligent
people.

2. But it is a far cry from this to the proposition that there
have beeﬁ great numbers of sightings of UFOs - implying alien space
craft -'sometimes claimed as running into hundreds of thousands.
Her Majesty's Government is not in the least impressed with the
idea that there is anything worth investigating in the information
offered by ufologists.

3. On the one hand, there are perfectly éimplé explanations

for the phenomena; on the other, the explanations offered by

ufologists are most unconvincing. These explanations are un-~

- convincing when they relate to space craft from other stars: they

are even more unconvincing when they claim that UFOs come from

another spacemtimecﬁnmns&vx) from a hole in the earth, or the

depths of the sea, as Lord Clancarty has suggested.




"have been given. Since World War II we have seen development

4, Let us first considerthe phehomena. There have always

been strange things to see in the sky, and strange explanations

of powerful rockets, and voyages to the Moon and planets. We

have also seen the development of science fiction, where space

ships can be switched to 'inter-stellar drive' and our hero can

ig;; the 2M light years to Andromeda Galax& in a flash. We have

also seen the development of ufology and the UFO industry,which
accepts the delightful fantasies of science fiction as proven fact
and interpretstﬁe phenomena in our skies as dlien space craft. NMost
of the phenomena are seén unexpectedly and very briefly, and are gone
before the eye has focussed. The words 'UFO' and 'space craft' have

been firmly implanted and too readily spring to mind.

6. But what are the rezl causes of the phenomena?

& . Some have always occurred: tricks of light on cloud; conets,
meteors or showers of meteors; meteorites; bright planets,
or even the moon or stars in unusual atmospheric conditions.
Venus is popular: there are recorded cases of pilots
reporting Venus as an ‘unidentified flying object following

thent.

6. Meteorological balloons. The Met Office alone release 50
a dey, which expand to 40 foot diameter and rise to 100,.C00
feet and can be lit by the sun well after dark. Many other

‘organisations use balloons, some are much larger, and there

are recorded cases of balloons being reported as UFOs by gQ

airline pilots. %;

-7 -
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Meteorological searchlights shine on clouds: you cannot
see the beam, only a light apparently dancing in the
skye.

A surprising number of reports relate to aircraft seen in

"unusual conditions at unusual angles, some very high, some

at low level. One recent 'UFO' was confidently reported

on local.radio: we cannct prove>that it was not a 'UFrO', butb
we do know that an RAF Vulcan bomber on g low flying mission
passed the same spot at the same time and on the same course

as the reported UFO.

And satellites: there are some 5000 listed objects in orbit,

satellites and space debris. More are added each year,'and
about 600 re-enter the atmosphere every year. Early this
year_MOD received many reports of a large pé}ce of debris

1€fenh%ﬂéxg across the South of England: most reports

1 were factual, but ons spoke of an 'oval shaped thing with a

white cockpit which hovered for a while than shot off at

- great speed'. We cannot prove it wasn't a UFO, but it

occurred at the same time and place as some known re-entry
of space debris, |

And of course there are optical illusions. Any phenomena
through glass are particularly suspect.

There are also genuine hallucinations, sometimes én people

under stress; the excited tales of the gullible; the embellishments
of the born story teller. Also, I fear, downright lies. There

are also hoaxes: there are some very effective aerial hoaxes which

been perpetrated by children - vhich I will not describe for

fear of precipitating a new rash of UFO reports.

PRI,
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o 9. In sum, we cannot prove that all or even most of these so-
called sightings were not UFOs. But we can say that there is a
great variety of phenomena in the skies for which there are

. perfectly ordinary expléhations. We have no reason to believe
that the so-called UFOs are attributed to anything but these same
causes. .

10. But what of these famous arrivals of UFOs, claimed to be
fully documented and authenticated by many witnesses. On
scrutiny they tend to be elusive, I will select one, which
Lord Clancarty has described in his book Mysterious Visitors

ag 'one of the most remarkable and unexplained mys?eries of
modern timest!, He claims that during the Gallipoég campaign

in 1975, an en%ire British regiment, the First Fourth Norfolks,
was advancing towards Hill 60: a cloud descended and picked up
the regiment and it was never heard of again ....... (checking

with Army Historical Branch)

11, As I have indicated,there is no criticism of those who
accurately report phenomena. The criticism is of over-readiness
to call them !UFOs'!, and to transpose that into 'alien space
craft'. The reports are passed without critical scrutiny to
-the ufologists; who adéémgithout critical scerutiny, to their
huge files of *reported sightings and landings!'.




e

12. I am sure no-one will deny that - at the least - there are b L

possible rational explanations for the phenomena, XLet us now { i
look at the other side of the coin, the range of explanations
‘offered by Lord Clancarty and other ufologists - it is a wide

and confusing range, for there are as many different explanations

as there aie ufologists.

13, Lord Claucarty has been reported as claiming there have been

some 80,000 sightings. Other ufologists would put the figure even

higher. Now, there is a strange thing about these huge numbers.

To put it in simple terms: either these 'space people'! prefer to

keep out of the way, or they don't. If they prefer to keep out

of the way, we must assume that the number of ‘sightings' is a tiny %

proportion of the actual UFO ‘sorties!', which mist run into :

millions, If they don't one would expect some unmistakable

appearances.

14. But let us look at their strange track record:

¢ Not a single artefact has been produced - not a single

exfra—terrestial ch=p has dropped an extra-terrestial
gpanner, no bent pieces; no prangs from perhaps millions
of sorties, no nothing. Lord Clancarty has an answer:

thefCIA has hidden them all,

b. There is no correlative evidence on radar of this huge

number of movements, %

C . There has been no radic contact {far easier than space

travel) and no evidence on radio.

6(.There have been no convincing photographs, in these days

vhen so many people carry cameras.
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. - There has been no épproach to Governments, and no direct

knowledge of UFOs by Governments. ILord Clancarty has an
answer: there is a great inter-Governmental conspiracy of

silence, initiated by the CIA.

15. The idea of the inter-Governmental econspiracy of silence

is at once the most astonishing and the most flattering claim

of all, On so few things can the Governments of the world agrée
unaminously, put they have all supposedly agreed to conceal the
evidence of UFOs from their peoples. Let me assure this House
that Her Majesty's Government haé never been approached by
people from outer space.

16. There is no internal consistency about the idea of this huge
number of sightings. If they have come from another solar system,
what is the point of this huge number of visits to our planet,

0 no apfareut purpose? At best it seems wasteful. This was
once explained by the claim that aliens had advance bases the
other gide of the moon. When that became untenable the bases
‘were assumed to be on another planet in our solar system. AS
that has become untenable ever more fantastic explanations are
advanced. In a recent TV broadcast Lord Clancarty claimed that
the UFOs are based in a great hole 'in the earth. Elsewhere he
has claimed that they have bases in remote parts of South America,
or in the depths of the oceans, Because these physical placec
have become untenable he has claimec. that (I quote): 'UFOs are

- paranormal, that is from invisible universes', They come from
tother space-time continua', Another ufologist talks of 'space
mind /full mind/Mana', Indeed the explanations get more and more

fantastic, and more and more incapable of ed.cher proof or dis-

proof.
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17. The most telling érgument of all is that the scientific

community is unmoved by the claims of ufology. A visitor from %?

outer space - or from another space time continu&f“or the |

depths of the sea, or anywhere else they are supposed to be

hiding - would bgﬁif the greatest events in human history,

and the greatest scientific event. 7You would expect serious

and sensible scientists to be devoting much time and effort

to making contact with these supposed space people. The

scientific community is as unimpressed as the Government.

If the ufologists claim that the Government has gagged the

scientific community, it would be as amazing as the alleged

conspiracy of silence between Governments.

18. One could ge on indefinitely trying to chase the elusive -

indeed devious - arguments of the ufologists. Yes, there has

been an increase in the nunmber of tsightings' reported to the

Government: the biggest upsurges occurred when the BBC put out

a programme on UFOs, and when the Daily Express launched a

campaign in connection with the film premiere of 'Close Encounters

of  the Third Kind'. No, the Governmént is not in the least con-

cerned by the increases., [As has been said/ Grenada is

financing a study into UFOs, and the Unite@ Nations has, in a

moment of casualness, given that - atudy a vague sort of 1;

recognifibﬁ,and one or two other countries have offered to con-~

tribute reports. Her Majesty's Government, if it contributes at i:
all, will contribute on the lines of my speech,

19, There are tens of thousands of strange things to see in

the eky. It has become fashionable to call these things 'UFOs'.

-There are perfectly sensible explanations for these sightings,

The ufologist explanations are not sensible at all. In 1968

1 :
' H



© %%% a comprehensife study ogbUFOS conducted for the Uﬁ'Government
Yy the University of 9;&£§Z£g;§ concluded that 'nothing -has
come from the study of UFOs in the past 21 years that has
added to scientific knowledge'. Ufologists may, if they wish,
.continue to-believe that Governments and sclentists alike are
engaged in a massive cover-up. However, perhaps our debate

will help confirm in some =other peoples minds ufology may be

pleasant fantasy but has nothing to do with truth.

X
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PS/USOfS(RAF) through DUS(Air) and Ps/qufo(RAF)

Copies to: PS/CS(RAF)
ACS(G) (RAT)
DI55 - Mr Asteraki
Ops (GE) 2b (RAF)

Placed opposite is a draft closing addfess for the Lords
debate on UFOs, and a Background Note; due at your office by
12 January 1979;

2e There is a femptation to equivocate about UFOs because of

the thought that we might one day make contact with people from
distané stars. However, there is nothing to indicate that

ufology is anything but claptrap and no evideﬁce at all of talien
space craft'., The UFO industry h?s prospered from equivocation and,
with 1979 being heralded gs 'the year of the UFOs', it seems very
proper for HM} to inject some massive common sense into the business
and come out with an equivocal attack on ufology. Vith the impact of
the film "Close Encounters of the Third Kind", and the increasing
efforts of the UFO industry and increasing publicity given to its

exponents, quite sensible people may begin to wonder whether there

might not be something in ufology, on the "where theret's smoke there's

fire" principle, Less sensible people may be increasingly confused

and perhaps even worried, to the increasing profit and encouragement ‘

of the UFQ industry. The subject will not go avay, the Department
and probably Ministers are likely to find themselves increasingly
involved and under pressure for formal statements; and the populaxr
and UFO press are likely to make all the mileage theyrcan out of the
Lords Debate, particularly if thefé are gigns of equivocaticn or
phrases that cun easily be misrepresented.

4. Accordingly it is stroﬁgly recoﬁmended.that the Government take

an wnequivocal and uncompromising line.,

UNCLASSIFED
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wrison Yocauss Bt FCO K0
Se A small difficulty.haif for purely tactical reasons
unconnected with UFOs, acceded (with other countrieé) to a
request by the Government of Grenada for a UN study group (at
Grenadan eXpense)‘to monitor information on UFOs. The wording
of that part of the draft speech has been supplied by FCO.
6. The general line adopted is that there really are strange
phenomena in the sky, but there are perfectly rational
explanations %o account for them, so there is no need %o introduce

the highly questionable hypothesis of alien space craft. In other

.words, Occam's Razor,

Te The broad line was put to Lord Strabolgi: at our meeting

in December and agreed by him., Lord Strabolgi asked for further
information about cosmic distances and the difficulties of space
travel. I have not included this iﬁ the speech, because Lord
Clancartyt's “sky people' are évidently "paranormal" and can cross
the light years in a trice; but some facfs are included at the |
énd of the background note.

8.. Lord Strabolgi also menﬁioned the possibility of replying

on any detailed cases produced by Lord Clancarty if the latter will
give advance notice. I repeat the advice I gave in December: we
should npt attempt to argue these céses, which tend to be remote
and elusive yet often cannot be refuted without very detailed
examination; indeed we should not fight the‘battle on Lord Clancarty!'s
ground at all,

. DES have been consulted and are content, |

10, You will no doubt confirm the time and place of the final

briefing, which at present we have down for am Wednesday 17 January.
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EMB Continued

10, Lord Strabolgi asked for a speech of

15-20 minutes plus defensive material. The

draft is just under 3000 words, or 20 minutes
I have incorporated all suitable material in
the speech, including responses tio the points

made by Lord Clancarty., . '

.

1'11. DES have'been consu

10 Janﬁary Head S4(Air)

; - ’ ’ . - ) —

PS/Secretary of State

Coﬁy to:

PS/CS(RAF)

ACS(G)(RAF)

DI55 ~ Mr Asteraki . .
Ops(GE)2b(RAF) S o : .-
Head of S4(Air)- e e - '

US of S(RAF) has considered the draft closing

address. Whilst he would not disagree with the .

general line taken, and whilst he accepts the
need for an objective approach towards this

subject, he feels that the current draft would
benefit from being toned down so as not to pour
quite so much scorn on 'believers' o

Y - -
.3 . . .
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PAS/USofS(RAF)

12 January 4979
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PQ 8530B Copy to:

PS/US of S (RAF)
PS/CS(RAF)
PS/DUS(Air)
ACS(G)(RAT)

—> i s> I
~ Ops (GE) 2b (RAF)

Head of DS 8
DPR (RAF)

Head of S&4 (Air)

LORDS DEBATE ON UFOs : 18th JANUARY 1979

Thank you for your minutes D/S4(Air)/8/3 of 15th and 16th
January forwarding a revised draft of the speech for
Lord Strabolgi and additional backgrouand infcrmation
respectively. ‘

B2

2. 1 have discussed the revised speech with Tord Strabolgi
and have made further -~ largely editorial - amendments.
// I attach a copy of a letter which I handed to Lerd Strabolgi :
- last night together with a fresh copy of the speech itself. !
Lord Strabolgi will be reading the speech again today and i
will let me know as soon as possible whether he wishes to have *
the briefing meeting which you and_ have pen<:1lled
in for 1130 tomorrow.

3. You might like to know that the debate is causing a fair
amount of interest in the House of Lords. In addition to the.
Earl of Clancarty others taking part will include (in the
following order) Lord Trefgarne, the Earl of Kimberley,
Viscount St Davids, Lords Rankeillour, Kings-Norton, Gladwyn
and Hewlett, the Bishop of Norwich, Earl Halsbury and
Viscount Oxfuird (who will be making his maiden speech).

4. We will not know for certain when the UFO debate will
start. It depends, of course, on how long the earlier
business takes, but it is unlikely to start before 1800. We
will keep in touch with the House of Lords throughout the
course of tomorrow afternoon and early evening and we will
let you know as soon as we are needed. The debate is likely
to last for between two and three hours.

/5. oo E




5. In view of the likely Press interest in this subject I
am copying this minute and the draft speech to DPR(RAF) with
the request that he pass his copy to the Duty Press Officer.
I would be grateful if you would consider whether the DPO
needs any additional information; and, if so, if you would
provide it direct.

17th January 1979 I ‘ _ .
‘ APS/SECRETARY OF STATE

(N3
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(AS ' MINISTRY OF DEFENCE ( )
45N ]

MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SWI\‘~

Te!ephone _

PQ 8530B : 16th January 1979

L , /\//{:45«..\' ém A4 L A«rs,&ufﬂ%; /

Following the meeting which you held with_
and myself on Friday 12th January the draft speech for you

to make in response to the Earl of Clancarty's Unstarred H
Question on Thursday 18th January has been amended. I

/ attach a folder containing the revised version which
follows the line which you agreed.

I also attach a more detailed background note, and,
as you requested, the transcript of the BBC television
programme on UFOs in which the Earl of Clancarty appeared

/ and in which a was interviewed and alleged that
she had been told by telephone to say nothing about her
alleged sighting of a UFO. I do not suggest, unless you
particularly wish to do so, that you read the transcript;

- but the parts in which you expressed an interest are on
—pages 23 and 24 * and pages 26 - 29 (Lord

Clancarty).

When we spoke on the telephone yesterday you stressed
the need for your speech to touch on Lord Clancarty's
reference to Monsieur Galley's attitude to UFOs. This is
covered briefly in the paragraph at the bottom of page 10.
I attach, as you requested, a copy of the actual transcript
/ of the interview with M. Galley.

. —The Box party for Thursday's debate will be _
and myself.
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PQ 8530B Copy to:

: PS/US of S (RAF)
PS/CS(RAF)
PS/DUS(Air)

- ACS(G)(RAF)
—=> I 55 (M- GG
- Ops (GE) 2b (RAF)
Head of DS 8
DPR (RAF) -

Head of S4 (Air)

LORDS DEBATE ON UFOs : 18th JANUARY 1979

Thank you for your minutes D/S4(Air)/8/3 of 15th and 16th
January forwarding a revised draft of the speech for
Lord Strabolgi and additiomal background information
respectively. ‘

2. I have discussed the revised speech with Lord Strabolgi
and have made further - largely editorial - amendments. ,
// I attach a copy of a letter which I handed to Lord Strabolgl =
- last night together with a fresh copy of the speech itself.
Lord Strabolgi will be reading the speech again today and
‘will let me know as soon as possible whether he wishes to have

the briefing meeting which you and Mr (Nl have pencilled
~in for 1130 tomorrow. -

3. You might like to know that the debate is causing a fair
amount of interest in the House of Lords. In addition to the -
Earl of Clancarty others taking part will include (in the
following order) Lord Trefgarne, the Earl of Kimberley,
Viscount St Davids, Lords Rankeillour, Kings-Norton, Gladwyn
and Hewlett, the Bishop of Norwich, Earl Halsbury and
Viscount Oxfuird (who will be mzking his maiden speech).

4. We will not know for certain when the UFO debate will
start. It depends, of course, on how long the earlier .
business takes, but it is unlikely to start before 1800. We
will keep in touch with the House of Lords throughout the
course of tomorrow afternoon and early evening and we Wwill

let you know as soon as we are needed. The debate is likely
to last for between two and three hours.
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5. In view of the likely Press interest in this subject I .
‘am copying this minute and the draft speech to DPR(RAF) with.///
the request that he pass his copy to the Duty Press Officer.

I would be grateful if you would consider whether the DPO

needs any additional information; and, if so, if you would

provide it direct.

17th January 1979

APSfSECRETARY OF STATE
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Following the meeting which you held with Mr Stevens
and myself on Friday 12th January the draft speech for you ‘
to make in response to the Earl of Clancarty's Unstarred / ‘%
Question on Thursday 18th January has been amended. I / Ny

/ attach a folder containing the revised version which ' o
follows the line which you agreed.

I also attach a more detailed background note, and,
as you requested, the transcript of the BBC television
programme on UFOs in which the Earl of Clancarty appeared

/ and in which a Mrs _was interviewed and alleged that J/

she had been told by telephone to say nothing about her
alleged sighting of a UFO. I do not suggest, unless you
particularly wish to do so, that you read the transcript;
but the parts in which you expressed an interest are on

—pages 23 and 24 (Mrs P and pages 26 - 29 (Lord
Clancarty).

When we spoke on the telephone yesterday you stressed
the need for your speech to touch on Lord Clancarty's
¥. reference to Monsieur Galley"s attitude to UFOs. This is
" covered briefly in the paragraph at the bottom of page 10.
1 attach, as you requested, a copy of the actual transcript
/ of the interview with M. Galley.

* ~The Box party for Thursday's debate will be Mr (NN,

Mr U, Vviss —and myself.
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PS/USOFS(RAF) through DUS(Air) and PS/USofS(RAF)

Copies to: PS/CS(RAF)
ACS(G) (RAT
DI5S5 - Mr
Ops (GE) 2b (RAF)

Placed opposite is a draft closing address for the ILords
debate on UFOz, and a Background Note; due at your office by
12 Janvary 1979.

2. There is a temptation to equivocate about UFOs because of

the thought that we might one day make contact with people from
distan% gtars. However, there is nothing to indicate that

ufology is anything but claptrép and no evideﬁce at all of talien
space craft'. The UFO industry h?s prospered from equivocation and,
with 1979 weing heralded gs 'the year of the UFOs'!, it seems very
proper for HIG to inject some massive common sense into the business
and come out with an equivocal attack on ufology. VWith the impact of
the film "Close Encounters of the Third Kind", and the increasing
effcrté of the UFO industry and increasing publicity given 1o its
exponents, quite sensible people may begin to wonder whether there
might not be something in ufology, on the "where there's smoke there's
fire" principle. Iess sensible people may be increasingly confused
and perhaps even worried, to the increasing profit and encouragenment _
of the UFQ industry. The subject will not go away, the Department
and probably Ministers are likely to find themselves increasingly
involved and under pressure for formal statements; and the popular
and UFO press are likely to make all the mileage they can out of the
Lords Debate, particularly if thefé are gigns of equivocaticn or
phrases that cun easily be misrepresented,

4. Accordingly it is strohgly recohmended that the Government take

an wnequivocal and uncompromising line.

UNCLASSIFIED
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g§é5. A small difficulty.haif for purely tactical reasons
unconnected with UFOs, acceded (with other countrieé) to a
request by the Government of Grenada for a UN study group (at
Grenadan expense) to monitor information on UFOs. The wording
of that part of the draft speech has been supplied by FCO.
6 The general line adopted is that there really are strange
phenomena in the sky, but there are perfectly rational
explanations %o account for them, so there is no need to introduce
the highly questionable hypothesis of alien space craft, In other
.words, Occam's Razor, |
Te The broad line was put to Lord Strabolgi . at our meeting
in December and agreed by him, ILord Strabolgi asked for further
information about cosmic distances and the difficulties of space
travel., I have not included this in the speech, because Lord
Clencartyts "sky people" are evidently "paranormal" and can cross
the light years in a trice; but some facfs are included at the |
énd of the background note.
8.' Lord Strabolgi also mentioned the possibility of replying
on any detailed cases produced by Lord Clancarty if the latter will
give advance notice. I repeat the advice I gave in December: we
should not attempt to argue these céses, which tend to be remote
and elusive yet often cannot be refuted without verybdetailed
examination: indeed we should not fight the battle on Lord Clancarty's
ground at all, |
Q. DES have been consulted and are content, |
10. TYou will no doubt confirm the time and place of the final

briefing, whichk &t present we have down for am Wednesday 17 Januvary.
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10. Lord Strabolgi asked for a speech of

" 15-20 minutes plus defensive material. The
draft is just under 3000 words, or 20 minutes
I have incorporated all suitable material in
the speech,including responses 1o the points
made by Lord Clancarty., _

-o

:-11, DES have been consulted and are content.

10 Jénuary 1979

PS/Secretary of State

Coby to:

PS/CS(RAF)
ACS(G)(RAF
DI55 - lr .
Ops(GE)2b( L S
Head of S4(A1r) o - ‘

US of S(RAF) has considered the draft closing
address. Whilst he would not disagree with the .
general line taken, and whilst he accepts the
need for an objective approach towards this
subject, he feels that the current draft would
benefit from Veing toned down so as not to pour
quite so much scorn on ‘'believers'.

3 .
2 .

e

12 January 1979 PAS/USofS(RAT)
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D/S4(Air)/8/3

DISS - Mr ?/
Ops (GE) 2b(RAF

Copy to: ACS(G)(RAF)

UFOs - DEBATE IN THE LORDS

I enclose a first draft of a proposed concluding speech
for Lord Strabolgi in the Lords" debate.

2. The draft tries to take account of the points made to us

on Thursday by Lord Strabolgi. However, on starting to re-

read the Earl of Clancarty's book 'Mysterious Visitors' I

have appreciated more fully how heavily the Earl has hedged

his bets about space travel: indeed he suggests that the 'sky
people' are ‘'paranormal' and come from 'another space/time .
dimension'., I do not recommend trying to track the Earl through
other dimensions, and suggest we stick to the bare essentials

that we proposed to Lord Strabolgi - that there are plenty of
phenomena, that there are perfectly sensible explanations for

them, and that the explanations offered by ufology are unnéessary and
prove idiotic under critical examination,

3. I would be grateful for any recent recorded cases to cover :
the parts of para 6; otherwise I shall draw on the Condon Report t
and Klass (the anti-UF0 investigator).

4, Clancarty is likely to produce some *documented ‘and fully
authenticated cases!., I would like to be able to demolish one
as an illusjon, I have provisionally chosen the disappearance
of the Norfolk Battalion at Gallipoli, which Clancartry quotes

- in one of his books: Hd of Army Historical Branch says that this
is a f'regular', about which the facts can be produced.

Se I would be grateful for comments, criticisms and additional
arguments or cases, At this stage I am particularly anxious to
know whether you agree to the main line of arguments. Because
time is short I would be grateful for telephone comments.

6. The present draft is about 2,000 words, around 15 minutes.

T. I have copied this minute to ACS(G)(RAF), and I would be
grateful for his comments on the general line of ar ent,

18 December 1978 g%agzig(nri




" UFOs - DRAFT CLOSING ADDRESS

‘Thefe are three grains of truth upon which the great
myth of ufology is built.

FIRST: intelligent life could exist elsevhere in the
universe, With 100,000 million stars in our own
galaxy alone, it is probable that there are many

- planets capable of qupﬂortlnﬁ life,

SECOND: the technical difficulties of inter—stellar
travel are stunning.Eyen at the speed of light
it would take 4 years to reach the nearest star,
and 100,000 years to cross 6ur galaxy. But it
would be a brave man who said there could never,
ever, be mgnned inter-stellar travel.

THIRﬁ: there really are strange phenomena in the skies,
and many are reporte@fby cool and intelligent

_ people. ‘

2. But it is a far cry from this to the proposition that there
have been great pumbers of sightings of UFOs - implying alien space
craft - sometimes claimed as running into hundreds of thousands.
Her Majesiy's Government is not in the least impressed with the
idea that tﬁere is anything worth investigating in the information
offered by ufologists. _ )

3, On the one hand, there are perfectly simple explanations

for the phenomena; on the other, the explanations offered by
ufologists are most unconvineing. These explanations are un-

' convincing when they relate to space.craft from other stars: they
" are even more unconvincing when they claim that UFOs come from
another space-time dmensien , from a hole in the earth, or the

depths of the sea, as Lord Clancarty has suggested.




% . Let us first consider—the phenomena. There have always

been strange things to see in the sky, and strange explanations
"have been given. Since VWorld War II we have seen development
of powerful rockets, and voyages to the Moon and planets. We
have also seen thé development of science fiction, where space
ships can be switched to '‘inter-stellar drivg' and our hero can
EJS i:;; the 2M light years to Andromeda Galax& in a flash. We have
also seen the development of ufology and the UFO industry,vwhich
accepts the delightful fantasies of science fiction as proven fact
and 1nterpretsthe phenomena in our skies as dlien space craft. Most
of the phenomena are seen unexpectedly and very briefly, and are gone
before the eye has focussed., The words 'UFO' and 'space craft' have
been firmly implanted and too readily spring to mind.
6. But vwhat are the rezl causes of the phenomena?
& . Some have always occurred: triéks of light on cloud; conets,
meteors o? showers of meteors; meteorites; bright planets,
or even the moon or stars in unusual atmospheric conditions.
Vepus is popular: there are recorded cases of pilots
reporting Venus as an tunidentified flying object following

thent,

6. Meteorological balloons. The Met Office alone releaée 50
a day, which expand to 40 foot diameter and rise to 100,000
feet and can be 1lit by the sun well after dark. 'Many other
organisations use balloons, some are mﬁch 1arge:, and there
are recorded cases of balloons being reported as UF0s by

airline pilots.
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Meteorological searchlights shine on clouds: you cannot

gee the beam, only a light apparently dancing in the
sky. |

6(\ A surprising number of reports relate to aircraft seen in
"unusual conditions at unusual angles, some very high, some
at low level. One recent 'UFO' was confidently reported
on local.radio: we cannct prove-that it was not a 'UFO', but
we do know that an RAF Vulcan bomber on g low flying mission
passed the same spot at the same time and on the same course

as the reported UFO.

& . And satellites: there are somg/SOOO listed objects in orbit,
satellites and space debris. More are added each year,'and
about 600 re-enter the atmosphere every year. Early this
year_MOD received many reports of a large pé}ce of debris
1€fenhhﬂbx9 acrosé the South of England: most reports
were factual, but one spoke of an toval shaped thing with a

i white cockpit which hovered for a while than shot off at

A

great speed'. We cannot prove it wasn't a UFO, but it

occurred at the same time and place as some known re-entry

of space debris, | : l
T. And of course there are optical illusions. Any phenomena
seen through glass are particularly suspect.

- =7

. . 8. There are also genuine hallucinations, sometimes én people

under stress; the excited tales of the gullible; the embellishrients
of the born story teller. Also, I fear, downright lies. There
are also hoaxes: there are some very effective aerial hoaxes which

_have been perpetrated by children -~ which I will not describe for

fear of precipitating a new rash of UFO reports.




Q " In sum, we cannot prove that all or even most of these so-
called sightings were not UFOs. But we can say that there is a
great variety of phenomena in the skies for which there are
. perfectly ordinary expléhations. We have no reason to believe
that the so-called UFOs are attributed to énything but these same
causes. . | |
10. But what of these famous arrivals of UFOs, claimed to be
fully documented and authenticated by many witnesses. On
gerutiny they tend to be elusive., I will select one, which
Lord Clancarty has described in his book Mysterious Visitors
as 'one of the most remarkable and unexplained mysteries of
modern timest!, He claims that during the Gallipoé% campaign
in 1915, an entire Rritish regiment, the First Fourth Norfolks,
was advancing towards Hill 60: a ciloud descended and picked up
the regiment and it was never heard of again ....... (checking

with Army Historical Branch)

11, As I have indicated;there is no criticism of those Who
accurately report phenomena. The criticism is of over-feadiness
to call them !UFOst, and to transpose that into 'alien space
craft!. The reports are passed without critical_scrutiny to

{ m

the ufologists; who addj without critical scrutiny, to their

huge files of ‘'reported sightings and landings®'.
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. T am sure no-one will deny that - at the least - there are
possible rational explanations for the phenomena, ILet us now
look at the other side of the coin, the range_of expianations
-offered by Lord Clancart& and other ufologists - it is a wide
and confusing range, for there are as ﬁany different explanations
_ as there aie ufologists.
13, Lord Clauncarty has been reported as claiming there have been
some 80,000 sightings. Other ufologists would put the figure even
higher. Now, there is a strange thing about these huge numbers.
To put it in simple terhs: either these 'space people' prefer to
keep out of the way, or they don't. If they prefer to keep out
of the way, we must assume that the number of 'sightings! is a tiny
proportion of the actual UFO tsortiest, which musf‘run into
millions. If they don't one would expect some unmistakable
appearances.,
14. But let us look at their strange track record:

4. Not a single artefact has been produced - not a single
exfra—terrestial ch-p has dropped an extra-terrestial
gpanner, no bent pieces; no prange from perhaps millions
of sorties, no nothing, Lord Clancarty has an answer:

thefCIA has hidden them all,

b. There is no correlative evidence on radar of this huge

number of movements,

C.’There has been no radic contact {far easier than space

~travel) and no evidence on radio.

6{~There have been no convincing photographs, in these days

when so many people carry cameras,




-t

@ ’ - There has been no ’approach to Governments, and no direct
knowledge of UFOs by Governments. Lord Clancarty has an
answer: there is a great inter-Governmental conspiracy of

s ilence, initiated by the CIA.

15. The idea of the inter-Governmental eonspiracy of silence
is at once the most astonishing and the most flattering claim
of all., On so few things can the Governmentsof the world agrée
unaminously, but they have all supposedly agreed to conceal the
evidence of UFOs from their peoples. ILet me assure this House
that Her Majesty's Government haé never been approached by
people from outer space.
16. There-is no internal coneistency about the idea of this huge
number of sightings. If they have come from another solar system,
vwhat is the point of this huge number of visits to our planet,
to no apéareut purpose? At best it seems wasteful. This was
once explained by the claim that aliens had advance bases the
other side of the moon. Vhen that became untenable the bases
‘were assumed to be on another planet in our solar system. As
that has become untenable ever more fantastic explanations are
advanced. In a recent TV broadcast Lord Clancarty claimed that
the UFOs are based in a great hole 'in the earth. Elsewhere he
has claimed that they have bases in remote parts of South America,
or in the depths of the oceans, Because these physical placec
have become untenable he has claime¢ that (I quote): 'UFOs are
"~ paranormal, that is from invisible universes'. They come from
'othér space-time continua', Another ufologist talks of 'space
miﬁd/full mind /Manat. Indeed the explanations get more and more

fantastic, and more and more incapable of ej.cher pfoof or dis-

proof.‘
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1’ The most telling érgument of all is that the scientific

community is unmoved by the claims of ufology. A visitor from ¥ ?
outer space - or from another space time continuéf“dr the
depths of the sea, or anywhere else they are supposed to be
hiding - would bgﬁzf the greatest events in human history,

and the greatest scientific event. You would expect serious
and sensible scientists to be devoting much time and efforf

to making contact with these supposed space people. The
scientific community is as unimpressed as the Government.,.

If thé ufologists claim that the Government has gagged the
scientific community, it would be as amazing as the alleged
congpiracy of silence between Governments.

i8. One could ge on indefinitely trying to chase the elusive -~
indeed dev1ous - arguments of the ufologlsts. Yes, there has

~ e T

been an increase in the number of 'sightings' reported to the

Government: the biggest upsurges occurred when the BBC put out

& programme on UFOs, and when the Daily Express launched a
campaign in connection with the film premiere of 'Close Encounters
of the Third Kind'. No, the Government is not in the least con- -
cerned by the increases. /[As has been said/ Grenada is

financing a study into UFOs, and the United Nations has, in a

moment of casualness, given that - study a vague sort of B
recognifi6ﬁ§and one or two other countries have offered'to con~ .
tribute reports. Her Majesty's Government, if it contributes at |
. all, will contribute on the lines of my speech.

19. There are tens of thousands of strange things to see in

the skj. It has become fashionable to call these things ‘'UFOs'.

.There are perfectly sensible explanations for these sightings.

The ufologist explanations are not sensible at all. In 1968

st EERTES



) @ Qcomprehensife study 22;1}208 conducted for the Uf( Governnent
by the University of California concluded that ‘*nothing -has
come frém the study of UFOs in the past 21 years that has
added to scientific knowledge'. Ufologists may, if they wish,

.continue tb believe that Governments and scientists alike are
engaged in a massive cover-up. However, perhaps our debate

will help confirm in some xother peoples minds ufology may be

pleasant fantasy but has nothing to do with truth.
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The National Archives
MoD/RAF House of Lords
Complete copy of MoD/RAF file on the House of Lords UFO Debate 1979 released to Dr Clarke in 2002.
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N a FORCE CONYROL FOR THE ATTENTION OF SUPTZ WSWENSS HOME DEFENCE
. oo .. INFORMATION RE SIGHTING. OF UFO. R

T o R pET e
AT 0341 FQURS THURSDAY 11 TH SEPTEMBER 1580 AN ANONYMOUS CALL WAS
- RECIEVED AT GIPTON PCLICE STATION RE THE SIGHTING OF A UFO IN THE
' SEACRCFT AREA OF LEEDS, - ' ST R
* ASHORT TIME LATER PC (325 WeSBEE'AND WPC 5391 4EMEMMM:-WERE ON PATROL
IN YORK RCAD LEEDS 14 NEAR TO ThE HIGHWAYS FLATS WHEN THEY SAW VhAT
THEY DESCRIBE AS A VERY BRIGHT WHITE LIGHT ( RESEMBLING 1€ LAND iNG
" LIGHTS GF AN AIRCRAFT AT VERY LOW ALTITUDE ). THERE WAS NO OTHER
COLOURED LIGHTS CN THE CRAFT. THE LIGHT WAS TRAVELLING SLOWLY IN _
AN EASTERLY DIRECTION FOLLOWING THE LINE OF. THE YORK ROAD AT A VERY
-SLOW SPEED, : e e . - . _
-JHE OFFICERS FOLLOWZD THE OBJECT ALONG YORK ROAD INTO BARWICK ROAD
- TO THE CCRONATION TREE AT SCHOLES WHERE THE LIGHT STOPPED AND - —
 REMAINED STAT!ZNARY FCik ABCUT TEN MINUTES DURING WHiCH T1ME THE
(INTENSITY OF VHZ LIGHT VARIED FRCM VERY BRIGHT TO QUITE DIM, -
AFTER THIS TIME THE EIGHT TC MOVE AWAY QUICKLY UPWARDS AND
APPEARED TC BE GOING CUT OF SIGHT. THE CFFICERS BEGAN TO RETURN .

- TOWARDS GIPTON POLICE STATION WHEN THE LIGHT REAPPEARDS BEHIND THEM
AND TRAVELLED ALSO TOWARDS LEEDS FROM THE AREA WHERE OT. HAD BEEEN
SEEN LAST. THE LIGHT TRAVELLED BEHIND THE POLICE CAR FOR ABOUT -
HALF A MILE WHEN |7 SUCDENLEY DISAPPEARED AS IF THE LIGHT HAD BXSXRE -
BEEN SWITCrED OFF. : D L
GIPTON RADIO WAS “KEPT INFORMED THROUGHOUT AND THE RAF AT
WEST -CRAYTON WERE INFCRMED. o '

. MESGAGE ENDS SENDER PC wilBWBR. REFLA 2/11/9/82 TIME NOW 0520,
._"-) ) - . . ‘ | _ _ ....‘.'—_,. - ‘:"‘j-: ,-."" . - ' . ,
c - “f“f“fm\‘?ﬁ“‘~‘§‘
v
3

ROM CH. SUPT. LA DIVISICN GIPTCN o
- TO FORCE CONTROL FRC SUPT FARELL HGME DEFENCE .

FURTHER TO TPM LA/2/11/5/80 S e
WITH REFERENCE TO THE ABOVE TPM RE THE SIGHTING OF POSSIGLE UFO

IT-1S DIFFICULT TC ESTIMATE TRE HIGHT OF THE GBJECT BUT IT

WAS VERY LOW IN TE SKY AND | WOULD ESTIMTE ITS REIGKT AT LESS THATN
1000 FEET. ' .

MESSAGE ENDS SENDER PC WARNER KEF LA/3/11/9/80.
t\le L : . . -




>~ FROM = CHIEF SUPT LC DIVISICN (WETHERBY) =~
i TO =~ CHJEF SUPT HOME DEFENCE = -

A - . (\ s
u@ SIGHT INGREDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT | - &B |
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NG
. TRAVELLING NORTHWARDS AT A FEIGHT OF APPROXIMATELY 2000 FEET. “ IT. '{_
~ TOOK THE FORM CF A BRIGHT LIGHT ABOUT 10 TIMES BRIGHTER THAN ANY .

STARS VISIBLE AND AT THAT TIME WAS 4 ~ 5 TIMES LARGER THAN ANY.STAR
" THERE WAS NO AUDIBLE NOISE AND NO OUTLINE VISIBLE., LEEDS.CONTROL

" AT.03.10 HRS ON SATURDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER, 80, AN UNIDENTIFLED FLYI
'CBJECT WAS SEEN BETWEEN BARDSEY AND WETHERBY.  THE OBJECT WAS |

WERE INFORMED AT 03.15 HRS., OVER WETHERBY THE OBJECT SUDDENLY CHANS .
CHANGED DIRECTICN ANDRTRAVELLED EAST TOWARDS YORK.  IT WAS REXXEWrNx
FOLLCWED AT APPCX €0 MPH AND PASSED EAST OF THE CITY WFERE SIGHT POF
THE OBJECT WAS LOST. . : o o
 SERGEANT 4WSREMMB; THE DUTY OFFICER AT THE AIR MINISTRY AT LONDON .
" CONFIRMED THAT THE OBJECT HAD BEEN TRACKED ON RADAR AT AIR TRAFFIC
CONTRCL AT MANCHESTER AIRPORT AND AT THE RADAR -STATION AT STAXTON -

WOLD BUT COLD CFFER-NO EXPLANATICN.

* THE UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT WAS SEE BY M VENNAR, Wk QEER., B WS,
S5 EEREAS AND A8 CRIZ SEENE - R |

e - . - . N -

-~
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| MESSAGE ENDS  SENDER 38 TSN _REFERENCE ~ LC.1/0700/13:9:80




" REPORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING ORBJECT A

" Date, Time and Duration of

. Sigating.

150500 to 1304102 SEP 80

B.

DE§QBIPTION OF OBJLEO®
Tiamber of objects, 5izo,

~_ shape, colour, brightness)

giroleﬁof 4 brignt lights,
one snaped changing to
Diamond shaped.

Co

* EXACT POSITION OF OBSERVER

Location, Iadoor/outdoor,
stationevy, moving)

Outdoors, Moving slowly uptb.
speeds of 60 MPH. _ ’

D.

HOW _OBSERVED R
(Waked eye, binoculars, -
other optical devices,

still ox movie)

Naked eye

E..

DIRECTION IN WHICH OBJECT
ARG S

ananars may be more

. useful than a badly estimated

bearing)

-+ {moving in an Easterly directiol
from Leeds to York.

b,

* ANGLE OF SIGH?

(¥s¥imated heights are
unreliable)

Very Low to 2000'

Ge

DISTANGE |
(8y rererence to kaowa -

- landnark)

None ‘ !

Ho

VIOVIMENTS
(Changes in E, ¥ and G may
be of more use than estimates

. of course and speed)

No changes_in course but speed
was variable, ~

Je

MET CONDITIONS DURING
OESERVEITONS .
(Giouda, baze, miet etc)

Gale conditions in area.

L e P ol o
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;(? -
K. NEARBY OBJECTS -
(Telephone lines, high voltage
. .lines, reservoir, lske or dam, - A
+ swamp or marsh, river, high | None
buildings, uall chimneys, steeples, A
'+, spires, TV or radio masts, :
' alrflelds, generating plant, .
factories, pits or other sites with
flood lights or night lighting)
o - : RAF BOUIMER, RAF STAXTON WOLD,
L. TO WHOM REPORTED ' UK RAOC, AN 'D AF Ops.
(Police, military, press etc.)
" M., NAME AND ADDRESS OF INFORMANT N,
S . ‘ ' Vest, Yorkshire Met
Leeds: 1
N. BACKGROUND OF INFORMANT THAT MAY BE
VOLUNTEERED
. ‘F.* -" ry A
0. OTHER WITNESSES £ r
. DATE AND TIME OF RECEIPT | 130400Z SEP 80
Q. ANY UNUSUAL METEOROLOGICAL = - No | | |
CONDITTIONS : _ §
R. REMARKS : The_object was followed for the
. e oo full time of the sighting by
. -&“and.‘ in a Pouo.
L e car. Manchester Airport ATC | |
- - also reported to Boulmer that.
they had a track on the radari
screen flying in the same dirbc-
' tion and hight as estimated by
: the police. Due to other reason
‘ - '~ | Boulmer unable to_track and
Staxton Wold to close !
.- _ /?B f%c(m
Dase /3:g%¢5% o : Sqn‘Z3% ‘D00 AF Ops
Copics tg:;

DI 55 (RAF)  File
Rm-3/17. . -
Metropole,
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ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT

P.O. Box 9 WAKEFIELD WF1 3QP

Telephone: Wakefield (0924) 75222, Extn. 2207
Our reference: ~ MS21 /J1/SW V

Your reference:

29 September 1980

Dear Sir
I enclose for your information a cepy of a police ‘report
about an incident which qccﬁrred in the Gipton Division
of th_1s Force on 26 September 1980.

Yours faithfully

YU

ef Superintendent

ENC

® The Ministry of Defence
Dept S4 (Air)
Main Building
Whitehall

LONDON SW1A 2HB

'WEST YORKSHIRE METROPOLITAN 71%11{&3

e




WEST YORKSHIRE METROPOLITAN POLICE

FROM: Gipton Division

SUBJECT: SIGHTING OF U.F.O.

. At 0455 hours Friday, 26 September 1980 PC Black
was on patrol in a police vehicle in Selby Road,
Leeds 15, travelling towards Selby, when he saw
a very bright white light in the sky to his left,

The object, which was spherical in shape moved

with the police vehicle at a height of approximately - -
1,000 to 2,000 feet about half a mile away. When ‘
the police vehicle was stopped the object continued |
to move in the sky. When the police vehicle
changed direction travelling down Selby Road, the
-object continued to follow and on approaching the
railway bridge at the bottom of Selby Road the

object rose into the sky and vanished.
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THE ATTENTION OF AFOR(BAF) UFO REPORT

26 SEP-033¢ 'HOURS -5-6  MIMUTES - ~ -

ONE OBJECT,"-VERY LARGE SPOTLIGHT STEADY LIGFT ‘NO BEAM. NO IDEA
SIZE-OR SHAPE. -COLOYR WHITE-- -
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‘NAKED EYE-- .- :

. 'NORTH OF LIVINGSTONE THFN TRAVELLED WESTUARDS

Fo UNKHOWN -

A-MILE - - - -
FIRST HEADING NORTH AND THEN TURNEB -WEST

Jo ‘VERY .CLOUDY .BUT OBJ’:'CT WAS BELOW CLOUDS
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CAM

- CYD

CAY
CAV
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NO

~ e . - . .

E-2 RBDPIW ¢Q1 UNCLAS -
I\IL ’

NIL
‘TWO OTHER: POLICEMEN
26 SEP @55@ "HOURS

Mo 28 -m “ POLICE STATION, '}]EST LOTHIAN

YES
TRIBYUTION 26F
1 Ds 8 ACTION { CXJ- -1 DSC(AFDO). )
T Acs(p) . -
1 DB ODS(GE)(RAF)
1 DI J5B(SIC)
2 DSTI
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.QEDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCL[M?\J?9sEp,930
: : ‘ l F, Q,. 25 ,

iy

"UNC L A S S’ l Fll E

CAB¢35 27/2255 27101421
FOR CAB

'ROUT]NE 27221¢Z SEP 89 -

& @ & & D

- FROM LATCCMIL
"TO - "MODUK. AIR

UNCLASSIFIED .

$1C Z6F .

SUBJECT: : AERIAL PHTNOMENA ,

A. 2722094, 26 MINUTES '

-OME ELANGATED PEAR SHAPFD OBJECT OPANGE LIGHT STEADY NO NOISE OR

SMELL - 13|

“C.-COATBPIDGE NR GLASQO OUTDOORS STATIOVARY . Y

" .De -NAKED EYE S
Ee -NORTH~EAST

-Fe-APPROX 5¢ DEGS o

" Ge~APPROX 10 MILES ‘ - < : , G
He -SLOWLY TO SE

Je -SMALL AMOUNT. AT 15¢¢¢FT MAINLY AT 25¢¢¢FT _

Ke ‘NOT GIVEN _ | T - : C

.Le-SCOTTISH: ATC : . - : , : :

Mo 20E N <N, u.a- MMM COATBRIDGE NR GLASGOW

B ® O

&
PAGEWZ RBDPGA 061 UNCLAS
Oo T :
P - 272245A SEP . e
Qe -SAME PHENOMENA SEEN BY THREE POLICE CONSTABLES: AT RUTHER GLEN
NAMES: ARE S ¢a SEERENED, ‘& Y- AND & GEMSSWS: OF - RUTHER GLEN POL ICE ,
STATION. ALSO M@ IIIIII-TOOK STILL PHOTOGRAPHS-OF THE OBJECT - &
PCOL ICE CONSTABLES DESCRIB;D THE -OBJECT. AS THIN VERTICAL BEAWM
*ABOUT THREE FEET LONG - - - S
BT Q
LE
pprb
DISTRIBUTION -26F‘ - > .
' F - - - %
CcaB 1 DS 8 .AETION ('CXJ 1 DSC(AFLCoO):) . S
CAM .1-1ACS(P) A W .
CYD 1 DD OOQ(GC)(RAF)
CAV 1 DI 353(510) =
CAVY 2 DSTI - .




‘ REI. .o PO ) { /
) ILBBITIFTED SLYTIC OBTicT ] -/2§
UHIDENTIFRTED PLYTHG ORJECT v

MANUAY, OF ATR TRAFWIC S7RVICE  Part 4

. ' ) 20.12.76 Amendment 12. e

Date, Time Duration of Sighting.

21049 di11S” 30 m?u*"fﬁ

Description of Object
THIN  NETTCPL fEam - MAVGE Cotoutd

anct rosition of Observer.
tewl#ﬁv?.@oéd - gVTPOVRS - 5197,uwm7

Howr Observed. _ _ e
N A E‘/w

Direction in which Object was first scen.

Mot EFST

Anzular Slevation of Cbject

¢S DEG

pistance of Objcct from Observor;
(O — (S s

siovemonts of Object. .
STa 7 O Arz/t/

[cteorologice:l Conditicns During Observations.
licving Clouds, Haze, mist etc.

v i

CEAL

sicarby Objects.

‘ | /

pe v oo <o [

7o Whonm Reported. Sentee
MUl Hovs s , FAes7 ik
nane & Address of Informant. P.c. A. AcreHER
le. A. KEnr Lurwentee
Pe. . eaean Prves oFfec

e e

Any Background Information on the Informant that
ray be Volunteered, -

Other Vitnesses.

o o WA RS i 10— -
P
.,

sl‘;,ﬁ‘,"*of; \\xnf ) ) : Y
S mln Pt 1709 3% 00 GmT_
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PEDACﬂON(NJORKHNALDOCUMENT\

ST

11
™
O

"UNCLAS S I

CABSGT $7/9797 25100367
-~ FOR CAR
ROUTINE

O 74
FROM LA L il C@i oy
“TO MO i &idc‘wb C i TR cunece

UNCLASSIFI1ED W UL éiﬁ el f ccﬁlémm.ﬁ9(

SiC ZA6F . :

SUBJECT: AERIAL PHENOMEMNA

PAe (6E245 58 S”D- 2.3¢ HRS :

B. ONE LARGE BRIGHT LIGHT LIKE.AN OVER RGROWN LIGHT SHADE-FLAT AT g

BOTTO?’I AN [) T OD - - 2
Co LLANFOINT-ABERGAVENY GWENT: OUTDOOR: MOV ING Vil
De MNAXED EYE AND BINCCULARS - ' €

Fe ’I\FH ’ .
Fo ‘OVERHEAD | | .

Ge 203 TO S35FT : {
. - ey . — — e — st Ininlal b ~
He "STEZEADY ROUND THZ VILLAGE THEN MOVED TO SV Ir:;CTIOm

J« CLEAR 300L VISIBILITY -

PR AL -
EANE IS SV 3 .
Le GU POLICE

e OF TRAFFIC r“:DT GQUENT PCLICE

Ne & RELIASLE EXPERIEMCTD UNE IT\D’L PERSON %

PAGE 2 RBDPGA- (1 UNCLAS

Ce

Pe - C7CC504 Sep C
81

SEORORONG RS

DISTRIEUTION 767 “

- LA

A3 T DS & ACTICH ( CXJ 1 DSC(AFDO) ) b

A 1T ACS(R) : = &
YD T BD Ops{GE)(EAF)
aY 1 D1 558(s12) -

Ay 2 psTiT ¢
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e REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT.| ~ '7')/ a
-FROM CH. SUPT, LA Div, GIPTON . e <= S

' TUGPORCE CONYROL FOR THE ATTENTION OF SUPTz SEMSEMEBHOME DEFENCE DEpg

.. INFORMATION RE SIGHTING, OF UFO.

" AT 0341 HCURS THURSDAY 11 TH SEPTEMBER 1980 AN ANONYMOUS CALL WAS
" RECIEVED AT GIPTON PCLICE STATION RE THE SIGHTING OF A UFO IN THE
- SEACRCFT AREA OF LEEDS. : ' 4 - ~ . :
- ASHORT Tide LATER PC D> voc GEEEEE .cr= o\ PaTROL
IN YORK ROAD LEEDS 14 NEAR TO THE HIGHWAYS FLATS WHLN TFEY SAW WhAT
THEY DESCRIBE AS A VERY BRIGHT WHITE LIGHT ( RESEMBLING 1€ LANDING
" LIGHTS CF AN AIRCRAFT AT VERY LOW ALTITUDE ). TFERE WAS NO OTHER
COLOURED LIGHTS CN THE CRAFT. THE LIGHT WAS TRAVELLING SLOWLY IN
AN EASTERLY DIRECTIGN FOLLOWING THE LINE OF. THE YORK ROAD AT A VERY
SLOW SPEED, - . . S |
. THE OFF ICERS FOLLOWED THE OBJECT ALONG YORK ROAD INTO BARWICK ROAD
. TO THE CCRONATION TREE AT SCHOLES WHERE THE LIGHT STOPPED AND = —
REMAINED STAT] ZNARY FCi ABQUT TEN MINUTES DURING WHiCH TIME THE .-
(INTENSITY OF 7HZ LIGHT VARIED FRCM VERY BRIGHT TO QUITE DIM.
CAFTER THIS TIME THE EIGHT TC MOVE AWAY QUICKLY UPWARDS AND
APPEARED TC BE GOING OUT OF SIGHT. THE OFFICERS BEGAN TO RETURN .
. TOWARDS GIPTCN POLICE STATION WHEN THE LIGHT REAPPEARDS BEHIND THEM
AND TRAVELLED ALSO TOWARDS LEEDS FROM THE AREA WHERE OT HAD BEEEN
SEEN LAST. THE LIGHT TRAVELLED BEHIND THE POLICE CAR FCR ABOUT 3
HALF A MILE WHEN IT SUDDENLEY DISAPPEARED AS IF THE LIGHT HAD BIXSXRE -
BEEN SWITCFED OFF. - R .
GIPTON RADIO WAS 'KEPT INFORMED THROUGHOUT AND THE RAF AT
WEST ‘DRAYTON WERE INFORMED. R T
. MESsAGE enos Senper PC REFLA 2/11/9/80 TIME Now o520,

“~

- T .-
.o~ : .
TR Ve

FROM CH, SUPT. LA DIVISiON GIPTCN -

. TG FORCE CONTROL FRC SurT QM HiGHE DEFENCE |
. FURTHER TO TPM LA/2/11/S/80 e R
WITH REFERENCE TO ThE ABOVE TPM RE THE SIGHTING OF POSSIGLE UFO
IT-IS DIFFICULT TO ESTIMATE THE HIGHT OF THE OBJECT BUT IT

WAS VERY LOW IN TE SKY AND | WOULD ESTIMTE ITS FEIGHT AT LESS THATN
1000 FEET. | g . :
MESSAGE ENDS SEnDER PC I REF LA/3/13/9/80.

9(0 :




Nk |
@ * REPORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT
o o= ' _ ——— i :
‘A, . Date, Time and Duration of - [130300Z to 1304104 SEP 80
B. DESCRIPTION OF OBJECH | Circle of 4 brignt lights,
- (\Vumber of objects, 65480, Cone shaped changing to
- shaps, colour, brightness) Diamond shaped.
‘C. *EXACT POSITION OF OBSERVER Outdoors, Moving slowly uptbo
(Location, 1060077 0uvdoor, speeds of 60 MPH.
statione™y, moving) | }
D. HOW _OBSERVED - 7774 [ Naked eye
(Naked eye, binoculars, ' '
other optical devices,
still ox movie)
E..  DIRECTION IN WHICH OBJECT - moving in an Easterly directiém
 HAKSL BEEN .- |from Leeds to York.
. (A [anduazic may be more
usaful than a badly estimalted
bearing)
F. = ANGLE OF SIGHR - Ve .
(EsCimated heigats are Very Low to 2000
uareliable)
Ge %ISTANCQ -
By reference to kaowa - ! , !
. landmark) | Nene |
" He MNOVEMENTS ~ |No changes in course but speed
(Changes in E, ¥ and G may was variable, : ,
be of morse use than estimates
. of course and speed) . | - S i
OBSRVATTIONS g
(CGiouda, nage, miet etc)




‘PEDACﬂON(NJQRKHNALDOCUMENT\

. .lines, reservoir, lake or dam,

‘vrﬁ - X
X.

|

|

|

" girfields, generabting plant, .

NEARBY OBJECTS o
TPelephone lines, high voltage

swamp or marsh, river, high
buildings, tall chimneys, steeples,
spires, TV or radio masts,

factories, pits or other sites with
flood lights or night lighting)

None

(Police, military, press etc.)

0 WHOM REPORTED

RAF BOULMER, RAF STAXTON WOLD,
UK RAOC, AN'D AF Ops.

" M. NAME AND ADDRESS OF INFORMANT m
- . ' es orkshire Met
Leeds 1
K. BACKGROUND OF INFORMANT THAT MAY BE

VOLUNTEERED

OTHER_WITNESSES . . o -

O,
“. DATE AND TIME OF RECEIPT 1304007 SEP 80
Q. ANY UNUSUAL METEOROLOGICAL No
coNpriTons ' : . !
R. REMARKS The object was followed for the
= full time of the sishting by ,
: and in a Polic:
, car. Manchester Airport ATC i ‘
also reported to Boulmer that. |
they had a track on the radar| l
screen flying in the same dirsc-
tion and hight as estimated by
. the police. Due to other reason
Boulmer unable to track and |
Staxton Wold to close. ;
Date 0'3»—5;9(" gb . . ' "S.:;n ;Z/d /DbO AT Opé
Copics to:. DS 8a  Ops (GE)2 (RAF) DI 55 (RAF)  File
"~ Rm 8231 Rm 4260 Rm %/17
Metropole.

.Main Bldg Main Bldg
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R RSSO

=~ FROM = CHIEF SUPT LC DIVISION (WETFERBY)

TO' - CHIEF ‘:UPT HOME DEFEI\CE _ (.

u. (‘ SIGHT ING \REDACTION ON ORIGINAL D'OCUIVIENT\ @l‘bﬂ ”\& ’)sb}g\ﬂ\h

S et G e B S B TR S L . Sk G 8

© AT.03.10 HRS ON SATURDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER, 80, AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING
" OBUECT WAS SEEN BETWEEN BARDSEY AND WETHERBY.  THE OBJECT WAS o,
- TRAVELLING NORTHWARDS AT A FEIGHT OF APPROXIMATELY 2000 FEET. = IT :
" TOOK THE FORM COF A BRIGHT LIGHT ABOUT 10 TIMES BRIGHTER THAN ANY
STARS VISIBLE AND AT THAT TIME WAS 4 ~ § TIMES LARGER THAN ANY. STAR
- THERE WAS NO AUDIBLE NOISE AND NO OUTLINE VISIBLE. LEEDS CONTROL
WERE INFORMED AT 03.15 HRS. OVER WETHERBY THE OBJECT SUDDENLY CHAND.
CHANGED DIRECTICN ANDFTRAVELLED EAST TCWARDS YORK. |7 WAS REXKEKKXX
FOLLCWED AT APPCX €0 MPH AND PASSED EAST OF THE CITY WHERE SIGHT POF
THE OBJECT WAS LOST. ' o |
CERGEANTW THE DUTY OFFICER AT THE AIR MINISTRY AT
© " CONF I RMED OBJECT HAD BEEN TRACKED ON RADAR AT AlR TRAFFIC
CONTRCL AT MANCHESTER AIRPORT AND AT THE RADAR STATION AT ST, :
WOLD BUT COLD CFFER.NO EXPLANATICN.
THE UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT WAS SEE BY— — -
S A

AND - BR¥Z

. /

-~

MESSAGE ENDS SENDER-_ ] REF'ERENCE ) LC‘.1/07‘00/13:9:80
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UNCLASS ['FIE

CuDI19 18/‘“04 96?0132) ' AT

PCUTIHE 18¢91¢z SEP 8¢ -
FP\,‘:‘ PK = PIk'L)x O’\f
T0 LlO3Ur\ AIR

Uit C L ASSEF.I =D

SIC-ZoF -
SUBJZCT-UFO REPORT F OR S4F(AIR)

£ TT72C00K SEP FOR 4 HMINS - -

E ROUND MO SOUMD RED/WHIT

C CPAVEN PARK FOOTBALL GROUND

h -5 Eys ,

EAST

LqDZE - - - e
ND ONE HALF Tu TWO MILES HIGH

. 3 e - . Ce

+ HU‘L, PUI::I"SIDF_
C CONSTAEL —— ‘FORTH

[

= 4708, G063 UNCLAS

PLGE 2
P 1723594 SEP
ET

~—~
&2}
-]
=13
—
e8]
(e
=
(@]
s
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[@xY
D]

= .

CiZ T Bs & acTioN ( CX 1 DSC(AFDO
A 1. ACS(P) e : .

cYD 1 DB 0Ops(GE)(RAF)

Coy 1 DI 55B(sIC) . -

C;‘r\\x 2 DSTI

PEDACﬂON(MﬂORKHNALDOCUM ENT |

'E BEVOLVING LIGHT HOVERING
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FOR CAB
ROUTINE 1906052 SEP 8¢

FROM LATCCMIL
TO MODUK/ A IR

" UNCLASSIFI1ED

SIC Z&F

SUBJECT: AERIAL PHENOMENA
A& 1905254 SEP AMINS

ONE BRIGHT WHITE LICHT
ADCLESTONE IN CAR
NAKED EYE

NORTHWARDS

OTTM Q@

CR/
J SMALL AMOUNT OF CLOUD
¥ SCATTERED HOUSES

A LATCCMIL

CISTEISUTION ZEF

CAL 1 DS & ACTION ( CXd
CAM bOACS(R)

YD | DD 05s(GE)(RAF)

CAY 1 DI 55B(S1€)

CAY 2 DSTI -

- ' |REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT |

FHIIBTRY O
et ot w

19 SEF 580

e s

UNCLASSTFT

CABGZ2 19/1119 263C1856 CORRECTED VERSION

4 EAST TO WEST DESCENDING THOUGHT IT TO BE LIGHT: A IRCRAFT ABOUT TO
ASE STOPPED CAR-INVESTIGATED CHERTSEY MEAD-WITHOUT RESULT -

SURREY consTABULARY WEYBRIDGE R

1 DSC(AFDO) )
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REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT | - vszzlgqq
TN LEEMING  OPERMTIONS : Reference: LEEM/4223/2/; 11 :

“lgo: - Rt iiiii!].ii-llils }ACED_ I)Eﬂﬁc; = ““jjff 
TELEPHONED REPORT OF FLYING COMPLAINT/SONIC BOOMNS/CLATHS E:ccmm/w—’o REAVETS

p’l. Date and time, also position on Incident (GR/Co-ord if possible)
SE )

B2 Z00R. oveech) e T MoP oAy,
2. 'Height and heading ...(Q.QH.@O.\/E‘?.’N&).HQQ.&J? m W

3, Number ang description of zt;)sgg. . .C.OH!(.:".E... Ss:W-E’)J. fy.(.b-"{ﬁ. sﬂ’:“f@)
MIRYS. on. Bfisk. . AnD

s s0000 0000 S0 000000 cstcesrannane

...".....QC......'.

L, Name ang address of Ccmplainant .af Qg‘!. —. .ﬁgﬂQf . .M%.').
.OOOFOOQL:I'COEQ oN.Q%..Y.ogmﬂlgg"ﬁooooogooooo; ----- 0.-0..00'00.0..-.00 .....
sicAbies

5. ‘ Compleinant's Telephone Number . . é/,f!{?ﬂ " MQ‘(‘H‘N Lo "

6. Date and Time report received .,.‘515./...2.3

................ ‘l..'..........

7. Additional information (deiny-Geime—etc) . . QEQ . ‘S!Qf!@... WEE

P i e POUE. ST AT, NEACHTE. ST Gisiofhng vin)

- SOEMY MeDR T D i1 L Clobois. No. soix . BEfopred

LR 3 uﬁfooé%lzogo . o o@ 0/02.9 . ..L‘.A?.E. e 0 O@Q&ZNKO QOEO /OAOJOCOIZ’&'.}OT},'NI":O olob’.&
HELY) AT fELIUNG o wortion TS SEND  BERARTE

8. Comments (Aircraft bookings where applicable at PATA 9) tetiinereinnnnnnns .

ooooooooooo

..l.".;‘?.e.’ e

e RO MAVAL  ClEubiriSy ING TRONING oy a
L;o& A/l

e300 0038000000 Ses0srsa0

CAF. Pt 155 | WICHTELY N

.................... L]

9. a. LIRCR.FT TYPg
b.  BiSE
c.  CaLLSIGN
d. INTRY POINT
e. TIME i
EXIT POINT
: TIME OUT
h.  HEIGHT
SPEED

Da.tAe . .A.(7.. .QQ?: ﬁ o
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WEST YORKSHIRE METROPOLITAN 71%11{&

ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT

P.O. Box 9 WAKEFIELD WF1 3QP

Telephone: Wakefield ©924) (Y
Our reference: ~ MS21 /JL/SW .

Your reference:

29 September 1980

N Dear Sir ©

I enclose for your information a cdpy of a police report
about an incident which qccﬁrred in the Gipton Division
of thls Force on 26 September 1980,

Yours faithfully

ENC

® The Ministry of Defence
Dept S4 (Air)
Main Building
Whitehall
LONDON SW1A 2HB




WEST YORKSHIRE METROPOLITAN POLICE

FROM: Gipton Division

SUBJECT: SIGHTING OF U.F.O.

At 0455 hours Friday, 26 September 1980 PC-
was on patrol in a police vehicle in Selby Road,
Leeds 15, travelling towards Selby, when he saw

a very bright white light in the sky to his left.
The object, which was spherical in shape moved

with the police vehicle at a height of approximately
1,000 to 2,000 feet about half a mile away, When
the police vehicle was stopped the object continued
to move in the sky. When the police vehicle
changed direction travelling down Selby Road, the

-object continued to folléw and on approaching the
railway bridge at the bottom of Selby Road the
object rose into the sky and vanished,
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. FOR CAB !
<POUTINF/ROUTINE 26®95¢z SEP 8¢

FROM RAF LEUCHARS

TO MODUK _ - -
- MODUK AIR

" INFO HQSTC-

UKRAOC
UUNCLASSTS 1 F I E D- -
SIC Z6F/Z99 (Z99 INSTD-BY DCC NOT TO BE" USED IV PEPLY)
FOR THE ATTENTION OF AFQOR(RAF) UFO REPORT
L. 26 SEP-083¢ 'HOURS 5-6 MINUTES : <=

.Be ONE OBJECT, -VERY" LARGE SPOTLIGHT STEADY LIGHT NO BEAH- NO IDEA

OF SIZE-OR SHAPE. ‘COLOYR WHITE-- -

Ce OUTSIDE POLICE STAIION STAIIOVAPY FOP 2-3 M1 NUl ES THE SPED OFF
De ‘NAKED EYE-- -~ :
Es NORTH OF LIVINGSTONE THFN TQAVELLED WESTUARDS

Fo UNKNOWN - -

Gja’1 ?XILE T '

He ‘FIRST- HEADING NORTH AND THLN TURNED -WEST

Jo "VERY CLOUDY BUT OBJECT WAS BELOW CLOUDS

e ~ -~

DAGE 2 RBDPIW @31 UNCLAS -
Ke MIL- e

: L. : AP . -
M.’“ POLICE STATION, WEST LOTHIAN

Ne NIL ST
0. TUWO OTHER: POLICEMEN

P, 26 SEP 0550 ‘HOURS

Q. YES
BT

DISTRIBUTION Z6F

CAB 1 Ds 8 ACTION ( CXJ - 1 DSC(AFDO) )
CAM T  ACS(P) -
- CYD 1 Db ODS(G:)(RAF)

CAY 1 DI 55B(SIC)

CAV 2 DSTI :
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‘REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOQUMENT .S, FENCE ] &
; : Bz
2955Pi930 @
’5 . F‘L’_ -
: UNCLASSI1FI1ED
1 GAB®35 27/2255 271c1421
P FOR CAB | S
;  ROUTINE 272217 SEP 86 - &
"FROM  LATCCMIL ,
'TO  "MODUK.AIR G
N
~U-NC L A S S'1 FF1ED ,
:  81C Z6F" - )
. SUBJECT: AERIAL PHENOHENA
. VA4 -27220PA, 26 MINUTES '
. Be -OME ELANGATED PEAR SHAPED OBJECT ORANGE LIGHT STEADY NO NOISE OR e
W SMELL - RE
' "C. -COATBRIDGE NR QLASGOW OUTDOORS, "STATIONARY 1Y
;" .De -NAKED EYE - = S
: Ee ‘NORTH-EAST
., . Fe APPROX 5¢ DEGS
;  Ge"APPROX 10 MILES &
. He -SLOWLY TO SE -
. Je "SMALL AMOUNT: AT 15¢¢¢FT MAINLY AT 25¢¢¢FT
., Ke -NOT GIVEN . ¢
. . Le-SCOTTISH; ATC , - S |
. Mo U O/ TER IDGE NR GLASGOW .
. N NOT GIVEN o : S | - . T @
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The National Archvies
the Cosford incident
Complete copy of MoD Sec(AS) file on UFO sightings reported on 30-31 March 1993 (known as ‘the Cosford incident’). Released to Dr Clarke in 2002.


Cde o ~ UNCLASSIFIED

o “';%’\
| POLICE IN CONFIDENCE |
cg' 87/2/8 ' RAF Police Flight
. /81/ d RAF Cosford
Wolverhampton
West Midlands
WV7 3EX
OC RAF Police Fl1t : : Mar 93
sir,

¢

POSSIBLE UFO SIGHTI

1. I have to report that at RAF Cosford on 31 Mar 93 at 0115 hours in
company with Cpl RAF Police, I was on mobile patrol
of Leeming Road, adjacent to the Gravel Car Park when I saw two bright
lights in the sky above the Airfield. The lights appeared to be flying
at great velocity in a South Easterly direction at an altitude of
approximately 1000 feet. The lights were circular in shape and gave off
no beam. They were creamy white in colour and constant in size and in

relation to each other.

Cpl I switched off the vehicle engine and we both got out of
the car and observed the lights. There was no sound of any engine noisea
despite there being no wind and the sky being free from c¢loud. The
lights were observed over-flying the Unit and away towards the
Wolverhampton area. A slight red glow could be seen from the rear of
the lights as they disappeared from view over the horizon. The Tights
were visible for approximately one minute.

3 Myself and Cpl -then \ éurt:led to the COC and I contacted RAF
Shawbury. I was informed that there were no aircraft flying from there,.

2. 1 brought the vehicle to a standstill and pointed ocut the 1ights to

4. At 0125 hours, I contacted ATC at RAF Lyneham and was informed that
there were no known aircraft in the area of Cosford,

5. At 0127 hours, I contacted RAF Brize Norton and was informed the

same.

q@at a. tion 40
| ire had reported
seeing the same 1lights over Rugeley. Four members of

party had also witnessed the 1lights. had !o!!oweg the

lights which he described as being cream in colour at an altitude of
800-1000 feet and an estimated size of 200 metres. He could hear a
humming noise as the object flew directly above him. stated
that he believed that the object landed in an area known as Hazelslade

8, At i by the Ord Cpl, Cpl
.Rugeley, Staffordsh

but wh he approached he could not find any signs of the landing.
# was instructed to inform his local Civil Police Force, whi

€ did, and during a subsequent conversation, it was established that a

Constable from Staffordshire Police had visited ﬂ

7. At 0130 hours, I informed West Mercia Police, [ N-¢ tre
sightings.

POLICE IN CONFIDENCE
UNCLASSIFIED
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UNCLASSIFIED
POLICE IN CONFIDENCE

8. At 0140 hours, I informed HQ P&SS (UK), cm'- of the
incident. ' v |

9. At 0142 hours, I informed RAF West Drayton, Lt Cdrmf the
incident, and he confirmed that there was no military alfe of any

kind in UK airspace and there had not been since 0001 hours.

10. At 0143 hours, the Senior Air Traffic Controller at Birmingham
International Airport was contacted, and he confirmed that'there were
no civilian aircraft in Cosford Airspace and had not been for some

hours.

11, At 0215 hours, OC RAF Police Fit and the Ord off, Fit Lt [P
were informed of the incident. N

12. At 0250 hours, F RAF Shawbury Met Office, contacted Cpl
Eﬂ- stated that he had seen two lights in the sky at RAF Shawbury.

e lights were first sighted approximately 15-20 kms away and '
#observed them travel towards him over the Airfield moving
erratically at hundreds of miles per hour unlike any aircraft. He
described the lights as appearing to be searching for something. He
heard a low humming noise and watched the object for 5 minutes until it

disappeared from sight in a southerly direction. I stated that
he had been a Met Officer for 8 years and had never seen anything like

it before. :

13. At 0300 hours, Cpl *@tacted a the Met Officer at
Bristol Airport, who stated that similar lights had been seen there at
0055 hours. He had initiallly put the 1lights down to adverse meteor
activity but in the Tight of the subsequent reports recorded it as
unidentified. -

14. Af 0310 hours, West Mercia Police were made aware of thé further
reports and would contact Staffordshire and Avon & Somerset Forces to
correlate the reports.

15. At 0330 hours I resumed normal duties.

UNCLASSIFIED

POLICE IN CONFIDENCE
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D-U~-F-0-R-0
(Devon UFO Research Organisation)

!onlton

pevon [

14th March 1993

SEC !AS) 2A

Room 8245

MOD Main Building
Whithall
London SW1A 2HB

Firstly, thankyou for your help when I rang you last week re:
the sighting of an unknown object on Wednesday 31st March '93
over Wales and the Westcountry.

As requested I am enclosing a copy of my hastily prepared
Interim Report concerning this event. It will obviously take
some time to collate all the information I receive, but once
this is completed I will let you have a copy of my final
report.

I understood from our conversation, that you have also received
some reports of this event and would appreciate anything you
can tell me concerning this. I have no idea at present what
flew over this area on the night in question, all I do know is
that it was very big, was shaped something like a 'Catamaran'
and was completely silent!

Once again many thanks for your help.

Kind regards




@ D-U-F-0-R-0

(Devon UFO Research Organisation)

Honiton
Devon

INTERIM REPORT

Case No 933

Case Name - 'Westcountry./ Wales Sightings - 31st March 1993°'

Introduction

At 2.20am on the morning of 31st March 1993, I received phone
call from Sgt J.! of the Devon & Cornwall Police Force
informing me that at 1.10am he had observed 2 very bright white
objects hovéring at approximately 2,000' north of his position,
S.E. of Liskeard on the A38. He had been notified of the
objects presence in the area, by two other Police Officers,
P.Cs !and_ These officers were travelling
out of Liskeard in a north westerly direction and had
themselves observed the two objects'approaching from the N.E.
Sgt _watched the objec'té for a few seconds before they
started to ascend fairly quickly and moved S.E. in an arc to a
height of about 10,000' towards Torpoint, Plymouth, Devon.

Following this report, I contacted the Police Control
Headquartets at Exeter; Devon and was informed by an officer on
duty that they had received a number of similar reports from
other Police Officers in Ilracombe, Plymouth and East Devon.
They also mentioned a report from the South Wales Gwent Police.
Acting on this informétion, I telephoned the police station at
Ilfracombe, (Nth Devon) and spoke to a Sgt _who
informed me that at approximately 1.10am whilst driving down
into Lynton, with another officer(P.C. || they sav two
| - /2




. (2)

very large bright white lights approaching from the north,

across the Bristol Channel. He estimated their height to be
about 2,000'. As the lights passed overhead, both officers
discerned a structure between the lights and estimated that an
object some 500' wide with lights on either side had passed
over their heads at low altitude! They subsequently logged a
report of this event with their headquarters.

After this call, I contacted the Plymouth police and was
informed that they had received a call, about i.i0am, from a
gentleman who reported seeing two very brignht lights, flying
fairly high over Stoke (Plymouth) and proceeding in a
S.Easterly direction. Because of the time of night and the
improbability of what the person was reporting, this report was
not officially logged.

Later in the day, I contacted the police at Merthyr Tydfil
(South Wales) and after some delay obtained the names of two
police officers stationed at Treharris Police Station who had
also reported seeing two very bright white objects/lights
flying across South Wales and heading across the Bristol
Channel. Their report was also timed at about 1.10am.

Tnat evening I contacted the Exeter Police and was given the

names of three police officers who had earlier reported a
sighting. These proved to be a Sgt D. mPC nd PC

_ All three officers had been on duty in Paul

Street, Exeter, when they observed two very bright objects

flying parallel to each other and on an Easterly course over

the city.
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. (3) |
On Thursday 1st Apcil 1993, I received a call from _

at the British UFO Research Associations Office, giving me the
name, address and telephone number of

from Pentregalar, Dyfed, who had also seen the two very bright
lights in flight across H.W.Wales at 1.10am on Wednesday 31st
March 1993.

At this point, I now had some seven or eight reports, mostly
police officers, who had all observed two very bright white
lights or objects, traveiling across the night sky from
approximately N.W to S.E. in complete silence and trailing some
form of illuminated vapour trail behind thea / it! What was
noticeable about these sightings, was that all the persons I
spoke too had great difficulty in describing the 'trails' and
used the term vapour as a simply means of doing so. What was
also noted was the fact that whatever it was that was trailing
behind the objects, it was 'illuminated' or 'lit up' by some
means or other. One person described them as 'like car head
light beams shining backwards, another thougnt they looked like
long thin fluorescent light tubes!

Because of the extraordinary similarity between the reports, it
was obvious to me that at approximately 1.10am on the @aorning
of the 31st March 1993, an object of enormous size had crossed
N.W.Wales, S.Wales, N.Devon, Corawall and E. Devon. Juring its
flight it had descended from a gceat height over N.W.Wales to
about 2,000' above the Bristol Channel and hovered at the same
height north of Liskeard. From there it ascended to
approximately 10,000' over Plymouth and subsequeatly E. Devon.
From here I felt sure it must have travelled further east or
south easterly and decided therefore to try and obtaian some
additional sightings by use of the local press. I contacted the
Taunton Gazette and Honiton News, both weekly papers and gave
them some details of the events of Wednesday 31st.
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I avoided giving the time of the sightings and a full
description of what hnad been seen.

These reports were published on Friday 2April 1993 and by mid
afternoon on that day my phone was ringing continuously. My
callers were mainly from the Taunton, Minehead area and
interestingly gave me a good picture of the objects journey
over Somerset and onto the Dorset border. Again most of the
reports were of two very bright white lights, flying parallel
to each other and at a constant speed. The rear light source
was again mentioned in all the reports and as bafore the
callers had difficultly in describing this. The length of the
trailing light varied from caller to caller and was anything
from 100' to 100yds depending on the callers angle of sighting.
Most of these sightings were timed between 1.10am and 1.17am,
which indicated a 1.10am to 1.15am sighting, some five minutes
later than the Welsh, Corawall sightings.

In addition to the 1.10am - 1.15am sightings, I also received
two reports concerning a large object carrying two very bright
outward lignht sources. This object was seen at 2am over the
River Parrot, Nr Bridgewater, flying very low, about 800', by

some local fishermen known as 'Elvers'. Elvers being young

eels. Both reports concerned a number of fishermea, but were
initially made by two of them,_ and_of
Bridgewater, Somerset. One of the sightecs, | NG,
described the object as looking.like a very large 'Catamaran'.
It had two long ski like sections underneath which appeared to
be joined by a centre structure about 400' to 500" apart! From
the rear they described a long beam like light source,

something like a cars headlights dimmed.
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In all the reports received, there was no mention of any noise
being associated with the lights / object, in fact the reverse
appears to be the case, i.e. complete silence!

Wnilst collating all these reports, I also received some
reports conceraning bright lights flying in formation and

- hovering over Bridgewater and Bishops Lydiard between 9pm and
10pm on the evening of 30th March 1993. I also received one
ceport, again from a police officer, who was off duty and with
some Scouts up on the Quantock Hills at about 9pm on the 3Cth.
He reports seeing a large object flying in from the north,'
fairly low and said it resembled 'two concord aircraft fixed
together' and covered in a number of white bright lights.
Obviously this could not have been two 'Concords' but its not a
bad description in comparison with the 'Elvers' description at
2am i.e. a large 'Catamaran'.

Since these reports I have received three more, only these have
come from St Ives, Cornwall. again two very bright lights are
reported flying parallel to each other and very high in the
sky. This is some twenty minutes later than the earlier
sightings on the 31st and indicates that the objects or objects
were seen over the West Country and Wales, on at least three

separate occasions i.e. 1.10am, 1.30am and 2am.

From the general description given, it would appear that the
object seen was about 500' in width, carrying two very bright
light sources at its outer edges with a number of smaller
lights surrounding its main body. It left a tail of light,
something like a vapour trail, only illuminated or 1it up.
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At this point in the iavestigation, Sunday 11th April 1993, I

have now despatched 33 report forms to all the 'sighters' and

once returned will hopefully be able to plot at least the
1.10am flight path of the object and provide a better
description of 'its form, structure and performance. I will also
have a better picture of the 1.30am St Ives, Cornwall and 2am

Bridgewater, Somerset events.

As a matter of interest, two of my reports concerned the
presence of two 'Jet righters' flying in from the East. one
behind the other, and across Devon at 1.30am on the 31st. One
report came from a retired airline pilot living in East Devon
who gave the altitude of the jets as 20,000' and their speed as
1,500mph. He also said they were in a nurry and had their
'after burners' on! This report was later corroborated by a
second report from a geatlemen living in Wellington, Somerset.
My efforts to confirm the presence of these aircraft with SEC
(AS) 2A at the MOD (AIR) was not successful. From their records
Do military aircraft were airborne at this time over Devon and
are therefore unknown to anybody at this time!

I also received two reports of three military type helicopters
flying in a radius of Bridgewater between 1.30am and Zam on the
31st. Both reporters are adamant that the helicopters were
military - probably 'Sea Kings'? but again MOD (AIR) were
unable to confirm their presence in the area. tly information is
that these Helicopters were on a search operation of some kind
or another and that at one stage 'red flares' wece seen due
south of Bridgewater.

DUFORO . 13th April 1993
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REPORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT
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- Devon and Cornwall Constabulary o Form MG11(T)

Witness Statement

Ageifunder21 0 21 (if over 21 insert 'over 21°).

This statement (consisting of - pages each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and
e liable to prosecution if | have wilfully

belief and | make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall b
stated in it anything which | know to be false or do not believe to be true.

Dated the March 19 93

I"am a Sergeant in the Devon & Cornwall Constabulary stationed at
Liskeard in Ccrnwall.

At about 0110 hrs on the morning of Wednesday 31st March 1993 I was
on duty in uniform and driving a marked Police vehicle along the A38 at
Loce Mills near Liskeard travelling in the direction of Dobwalls.

This wes naturally during the hours of‘darkness ard the weather was
fine and dry, with some patchy cloud; the mocn and a'number of starsz being
visible. I was unaccompanied.

As I began to negotiate a sweeping uphill left hand bend at the bottom
of Lantocm Hill, I became aware of what appeared to be two 'stars' just
above the horizon in the apprcximate position of "two o'clock™. They were
due North of me and motionless in the sky. My attention was drawn to
these "stars" because apart from being in a part of the sky where there
are usually no stars, they were of a darker hue bordering on yellow instead
of silvery-white. They were reasonably close together but as I could pot
begin to estimate their distance from me, I likewise cannct estimate how
far.they were from each_other.»

As I negotiated the Bend I continued to observe them when T sﬁddenly
saw them begin»to'move what appeared to me vertically upwards. They main-
‘tained a parallel course and identical speed and as they approached the
"one o'clock" position they began to leave vapour trails. I brought my

“I-car- toa halt

swiZched off the engine and got out. My 1locatior now was

*SignaturcEEEEENEEEENEN 0 Signature witnessed by

..........................................

.......



BT A ST - Form MGTA(T)
’!\' B O e Continuation sheet No . |
Continuation of Statement of _ _

approximately 100 yardsvthe Liskeard side of the lay by outside Lantocm
Quarry, map ref 230 650.

My view of_theée objects wes very good; the sky being clear, and they
continued their ascent still at an identical speed to each other and still
on a parallel course. I realised that they were not ascerding vertically
but rather cubving overhead and heading due South. As they gained in
height the vapour trails became much more pronounced. © I wzg still unable
to estimate their height because of their small size (idertical to a star
in the night sky) but I believe they were very high. As they passed
directly o&erhead at "12 o'clock high", the heavens ‘at this point were
bright and moonlit arnd I could see that there was nothing between the
objects apart from empty sky. They were definitely twc separate objects.

At abcut this time I became aware of what I believed tc be a third
object visible only by its vapour grail which was consideratbly less otvious
than the vapour trails of the otger two objects. This third object seemed
to be travelling to the right hand side of the left hand obtejct (as I was
looking up), -and slightly to the rear of it. It maintained the identical
speed and parallel ccurse of the other objects.

As the objects ccntinued on a dead straight north south course, they
seemed to be travelling at a similar speed tc¢ a high flying passenger jet
aircraft. I lost sight of them owing to the high ground of the guarry
immediately or my left.

Duringb the total duraﬁion‘ of this sighting, which was between 45
secords. ard 1 minute, my obser?étion of thesé objects wes continuols and

uninterrupted. There was no sound whatever, the night being very still

with no traffic.

Signature witnessed by
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MINSTRY OF DEEENCQ y
2l / or19g Ff

-5 APR 1693

A. Date, Time and Duration of Sighting | 00| o
Local times to be quoted Al LA .

B. Discription of Object z ""uf b‘ﬁ(’gﬂ(“%é&%ﬁ)
Number of objects,;size,shape,colours, “ﬁu '.f?& :71
brightness,sound,smell,etc. Qulues ‘\‘C(( O)Q’U fte

i ¢ tda S

C. Exact position of.observer
Geographical location,indpors our out,
stationery or moving.

T

Cock WY%?J@D

D. How Observed | 6 Q{ﬁ%
Naked eye,binoculars,other optical , 44’ e
devics,still or movie camera. -{yﬂﬂa~g

E Jirection in which Object was First Seen e-7W. (gmﬂ,\g {a
A landmark more useful than badly giruencd , r_w\w
bearing. F%S‘ e

‘ Ve~ SROCF !

F. Angular Elevation of Object Vi & Lreas SROLF (Hﬂ‘: (!

Estimated heights are unreliable. A(sawaaie (4,(“0 e il }
\U-
— oG O&mntj s s

G. Distance of Object from Observer
‘Ref. to known landmark when possible. ‘EN\O\ Lb&{j /}

H. Movements of Object ' ’ ‘ﬁﬁbﬂ& & A- .
Changes in E,F & G more use thansest. E;buAQ' S chbdh

course and speed.

J. Met. Condition During Observation < j
Moving clouds, haze, mist, etc. VQQj dbi“ W&f&& Z o

K. Nearby Objects
Telephone or high-voltage lines; dam, lake -
-, Or reservoirj swamp or marshj river; high
h building, tall chimney, steeples,spires or
masts; airfields, generating plantsjpits,
factories or other lighted sites, or liahting]

L. To Whom Reported ' ’ o 3JO
Police, Military org. the press, etc. . -

M. Name and Address of Informant

-

————

N. Any Backgéound Information on Informant
that may be Volunteered

0. Other witness ?5 EEQFBZRi)

P. Date and Time of Receipt of Report ' OO 1;(/3/CL;.

Signature ...




‘PORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYiNG OBJECT

Date, Time &
Duration of Sighting
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Description of Object
(No of objects, size, shape,
colour, brightness)
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Exact Position of Observer
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stationary/moving
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How Observed (Naked eye,
binoculars, other optical
device, still or movie)

AhALl €y

Direction in which Object
first seen (A landmark may be
more useful than a badly
estimated bearing)
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Angle of Sight (Estimated
heights are unreliable)
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Movements (Changes in E, F & G
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estimates of course and speed)
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Nearby Objects (Telephone lines,

high Voltage lines, reservoir, lake
or dam, swamp or marsh, river, high
buildings, tall chimneys, steeples,

spires, TV or radio masts,
~airfields, generating plant,

factories, pits or other sites with

floodlights or night lighting)
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K. To whom reported (Police, military,
press etc)

L. Name & Address of Informant

M. Background of Informant that
may be volunteered

566 & . .
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wel 318" Mach , 0145

N. Other Witnesses

0. Date, Time of Receipt

P. Any Unusual Meteorological

Conditions Wime
)u,{ dheprver ftlorv‘é'lk 57 wilh An s
Q.  Remarks I RAF ('if"d hoe rteatd 1o mp«{; : IM‘b:Z:;
| incld CP (ospl + cMeepec

fm IslAd * smrae F )'l\w/lw,
| ek ffie, who s soelbliny ofpmy |5
aty, vy ik ok afffor 10 - oo M
C&?fm( chethal with st 17/:7(,\, -~ tidor
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e 4.4..41 .

‘EPORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT

high Voltage lines, reservoir, lake
or dam, swamp or marsh, river, high
bulldlngs, tall chlmneys, steeples,
spires, TV or radio masts,
airfields, generating plant, _
factories, pits or other sites with
floodlights or night lighting)

Honse s

| .
A. Date, Time & | ¢t
Duration of Sighting | I’I/L/MM':] ;I MaftI\ , C l.lo am
|
| one ol
B. Description of Object _ | he o ;Iw/d Alut 5’
(No of objects, size, shape, | 2 Awa cn«« cAprd L h,¢M¢
colour, brightness) I sk Law hwmm-p M‘S(
I
» |
C. Exact Position of Observer |
Location, indoor/outdoor, | E&ck imem f howse
stationary/moving |
|
D.  How Observed (Naked eye, |
binoculars, other optical | Ah/kl e7¢
device, still or movie) |
|
|
E. Direction in which Object | V"'MI? rverhe] , bon  mned ¥
first seen (A landmark may be |
more useful than a badly | M diredhi 1 Moz dsledc
estimated bearing) |
|
F. Angle of Sight (Estimated | ;
heights are unreliable) [ /IIM"’I "(“}“III et A""”(
I I
' Whon - x|
G Distance (By reference to a | Fﬁéﬂw“' ﬂ” X foie ﬂ hﬁﬁé /
known landmark) | overkad . Pesqnlel b 300 ~400 (L
I
|
H.  Movements (Changes in E, F & G | 5f“”“7 “ ek, hen doerd . Sl
may be of more use than | desank | Bgn bhanded gl Mtd ,/f d
estimates of course and speed) | ”“1
R ki
I.  Met Conditions during Observations | i )
(Moving clouds, haze, mist etc) | Cler ”7ﬁé
|
J. Nearby Objects (Telephone 1ines; |
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K. To whom reported (Poli m 11t r
press etc)p (Police, military, I (/‘4’(“‘[’“{ RAF [”5/”'{ + el IM'Q
|
L. Name & Address of Informant I—
v N /Iu,dq, Staffs
T
M. Background of Informant that | //(
may be volunteered | 17 ,
N. Other Witnesses ‘ ) ™, "“7“1" amd
1 desghless Irﬁ-‘bm(
|
0. Date, Time of Receipt { W 3% Mead | )45 am
|
P.  Any Unusual Meteorol